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ABSTRACT

FIRST NIGHT PROCEEDINGSFROM THE WOM EN'S CONFERENCE OF
UNEM PLOYED NURSESAND TEACHERS

By
Sephanie Phillips

M aster of Artsin Engish

| have constructed athesis, which amalgamates monologues and stand-up comedy to form
aonewoman performance piece. Victoria hosts the Women's Conference of Unemployed
Nurses and Teachers at the M etropolitan Sate Hospita and introduces seven guest
speakers who al have aunique perspective in context to gender and capitaism. The
speskers dl come from different socia economic backgrounds, but they share one
commonadlity, supporting unemployed women. The guest speakers each have aunique
story to tell, which covers subjects such as sexudity, religon, economics, rdationships,
death, and so forth. It's an evening of entertainment, but aso asatirica piece that

questions our democratic sy stem.

Vi



On stageis apodium with amicrophone. On the front of the podium is asign that reads,
“ Proceedings from the Women's Conference for Unemployed Nurses and Teachers.”
Behind the podium is a clothes rack on whedls that contains severd articles of clothing.
Near the edge of the stageis achair.

VICTORIA waks to the podium.

VICTORIA
Hi everyone. Thanks for being here. Gresat to be at
the M etropolitan State Hospita. Never been to
Norwak before. First-timer. My grandma, Donna,
who was a one point ateacher, but in her later days
acomic, did many benefit comedy shows. I’'myour
host, VictoriaPrincipd. No, I’'m not that Victoria
Principle. I’m obviously much prettier than sheis.
And she spdls her namewith “ple’ while mine has
“pd” a theend. I'madwaysanoun. Shecanbea
noun or an adjective. Bipolar, if you ask me. She
would fit right in. Welcometo the twenty-third
annud Women's Conferencefor Unemployed
Nurses and Teachers. W.C.U.N.T. was founded in
1989 by De De Fernbach of Lansing, M ichigan after
she, her mother Dhdia, her aunt Diedre, her
gandmother Daisy, and her daughter Dot al lost
their jobs in the recession of that year. De De and
Diedre were school teachers, while Dhaiaand Dot
were Nurses. All four women attended and spoke
at this conference until 1998 when they were
tragcaly killed while dragracingon theway to the
conference. Dot had alead foot. We miss them
gregtly, and we are dedicated to carry on their
mission of gvingavoiceto al unemployed and
under employ ed women, no matter their
occupéation. Beforel introduce the speskers, alow
me to go through afew pieces of business. First,
our sponsors. Wewouldn’t bein this beautiful
conference room at the M etropolitan State Hospita
without agenerous gft from M otd 6.



VICTORIA (CONT’D)
| would like to thank Cracker Barrel Restaurants for
providing thefood and Wa M art for covering part
of thetravel and lodgng expenses for the speskers.
Also, AugustaNationa Golf Course provided the
browning Azadeas in thelobby. Let’s hear it for our
SpoNsors.

VICTORIA sees severd AUDIENCE M EM BERSwak out.

VICTORIA (CONT'D)
Guys, you can go for asmoke break during
intermission or you can kegp waking--that’s cool,
too. Undergraduates. | see we have some celebs in
the audience tonight.

VICTORIA pointsto acouple of AUDIENCE M EM BERS.

VICTORIA (CONT'D)
The cast of the“BigBang Theory.”

VICTORIA pointsto afew AUDIENCE M EM BERS

VICTORIA (CONT’'D)
Cast of “Gleg” is here. Hey, | don't watch your
show, but my boyfriend does. All together, sexy
crowd. Glad | wore my new ouitfit... Ross. Forget
that classy Forever Twenty-One shit. Too
expensive.

VICTORIA pointstoaFEM ALE AUDIENCE M EM BER.

VICTORIA (CONT’D)
Isthat from Forever Twenty-One? Don't deny,
grlfriend. You havethe money, flaunt it. Let's be
brunch buddies. | hateto confess this, but | have a
boyfriend. Hes twenty-niney ears older than me
and no hée's not rich and his penis sizeis average.
Welivetogether. | was astay a home daughter long
enough. Besides, my mom is such a cock block.



VICTORIA (CONT’D)
In thelast six months she took off my bedroom
door and grounded me for coming home drunk. It's
not my fault; Friday’s has an amazing happy hour
and decent looking bar-backs. Livingwith a
significant older is tough. He's dway s around. When
wefirst dated he had hobbies. Herock climbed, kick
boxed, blogged. Now, he watches "Bourne
Identity"” twenty times aday. And sinceheis so
much older, he has taken on afatherly role. At first
it was cute, now it's annoying. Hell say things like,
"Do your dishes. Don't leave y our shoes
everywhere. M ake sureyou get thetoilet paper in
thetoilet." Hes likethe Chris Brown of aggressive
parenthooding. | thought relationships were about
compromising. I'll clean the carpet...When you pay
atention to mine. So, enough of me. | am so gad
to introduce our first speaker. Rabbi Rebeccawas
an intimate friend of De De Fernbach, our founder.
Rabbi Rebecca has spoken at every conference. She
is an activist and champion of women’srightsin the
workplace, and she runs women’ s shelters in severa
cities, which | can’'t name, because there are afew
shady looking (points) men in the audience.
Everyonegveit up for Rabbi Rebecca

VICTORIA takes ayamakafrom the clothes rack and putsit on.

RABBI REBECCA
Good evening. Gresat to be here. 1’ve known
Victoriafor, what, six or eight years, now. She
volunteers, helps run afood bank for women in the
San Fernando Vdley, and when we have freetime,
which is rare, we have been known to travel
together to Puerto Vdlata, Atlanta and Spokane.
Let me begn with this. A habit I’ ve had now for
most of my lifeisto start every day with an
inspirationa poem. I'vebrought today’s readingto
sharewith you.



Takes out apieceof pgper and unfoldsiit.

RABBI REBECCA (CONT’'D)
In the garden of Victory Sara Orangetips gossip with
Cloudless Sulfurs around the Isaiah statue that
dribbles water through the nose. Outside the garden,
Williethe bluegll protects avending machine
balooned with Ringneck snake socks and red-haired
velvet ant Q-tips. Daytime hours, Willie welcomes
the residents to snatch a sock, leave asand dollar.
Nighttime hours, the inhabitants must empty their
kangaroo pockets like a German cockroach who
begs a Jerusdem cricket for mercy. Adjacent to the
garden is an arts and crafts cavern, though many are
oblivious to its existence since the California
Sy camores continueto breed. Theonly visitors the
cavern encounters are the Golden-M antled Ground
squirrels. At the surface the squirrels morph into
workers and quilt blankets made from sulphur shelf
mushrooms and flip flops crafted out of cauliflower
fungus. One springmorning, anew tenant wanders
through the garden, a Pronghorn Antelope, Rose.
Rose looks resilient and intrepid, yet her lungs
resemble Fremont cottonwood, identica to a
half-eaten cantaoupe with mold frost that swings
from ablack widow spiders’ hammaock.
In early years, Rose nested in aM ojave garden
infested with aridity. She booked western whiptails
and bathed in nearby sewer water. She gambled on a
rubber Boa named Joseph. Joseph lost. Chief
Chuckwala commanded Roseto swdlow a
Red Diamond rattlesnake.

RABBI REBECCA is quiet for amoment. Then shefolds the pgper and putsit in her
pocket.

RABBI REBECCA (CONT’D)
I’ ve never taken courses to become regstered as a
nurse, but | have nursed many sick and dying
friends.



RABBI REBECCA (CONT’D)
My dear friend, Dhdlia, no relaion to the
Fernabachs of Lansing, the founders of this
conference, recently passed. | visited her often until
theend. | recdl oneof thelast conversations we
had. | tried to get her to drink milk. | told her, “ You
should be drinkingfour of theseaday. You'll fed a
wholeloaf of chdlah bread better. How about you
finish off this carton and then well zip on out of
this muggy room? Dhdia, don't do that. The
oxy gen tubes help you breathe. | don't know how
long. You're goingto need it for awhile. Dhalia, did
you know there are places where people pay to
have oxy gen tubes? It's so true. They're called
0xy gen bars. Young people go to oxygen bars and
et tied up with oxy gen tubes. Say, Dhaiawhat
was it like singng on stage? | bet you got plenty of
atention from all sorts of famous men. Don't lie
down, comeon and let mesingto you. ‘| knew agrl
and Dhaliawas her name/ Since sheleft me, I've
never been thesame.” | tried to beasinger, too. A
rapping rabbi; | didn't do well. One quy threw a
tomato at my head. Who brings atomato to a
concert? Dhdia, if you don't want to go outside,
how about | just push you around the cafeteriaarea
and you can singfor your friends? Dhdia, | know
you'reweak, but if you just get out of thistiny
spaceyou'll fed red huckleberry chips better.
Waker? You need y our wheelchair to go to the
restroom.”

RABBI REBECCA walks upstage left.
RABBI REBECCA finds thewhedchair.

RABBI REBECCA (CONT'D)
My parents werevery strict when | was growing
up. I remember Elvis performingon “ The Ed
Sullivan Show,” and | snuck out of my room to
watch.



RABBI REBECCA wadks with the whedchair upstage center.

RABBI REBECCA (CONT’'D)
| sympathized with Dhdia. | told her, “Look, |
know it's tough. | know things aren't what they
used to be. But for the time being, y ou need the
oxy gen tubeto breathe and the whedlchair to get
around. That'sjust how it is, Dhdia Thereis
nothing | can do to changeit. Dhdia, have you been
praying? Why not? Oh, God would loveto hear
your prayers. Say, Dhdia, why don't you pray
right now...With me. Oh...I can step out of the
room. When's the last timeyou taked to God?
Twenty-years? You shouldn't fed bad. God is
forgving. Listen, I'll stand just outsidein the hall.
You sit. You pray. And hit the buzzer besidethe
door when you two are done chatting. How does
that sound, Dhdia?

RABBI REBECCA waks upstage |€ft.
Pause.

A THUMP s heard.

RABBI REBECCA waks upstage center.

RABBI REBECCA (CONT’D)
Dhalia, are you okay ?...You need someoneto put
you in thewhedchair if you need to usethe
restroom. Did you pray?... Alright, I'll be outside.

RABBI REBECCA waks upstage |€ft.
A THUMP s heard.
RABBI REBECCA waks upstage center.

RABBI REBECCA (CONT’'D)
Dhalia, | told you to useyour whed...

RABBI REBECCA goes down on her knees.



RABBI REBECCA (CONT'D)
Oh, Dhdia”

RABBI REBECCA sits.
RABBI REBECCA stands.
RABBI REBECCA dusts herself off.

RABBI REBECCA (CONT’'D)
All of us have nursed loved ones. Dhaiawas so
specid to me. Victoria, you better do this. | have
to bedone | can't bear it any more.

RABBI REBECCA takes off the yamaka and becomes VICTORIA.

VICTORIA
Thank you Rabbi Rebeccafor the inspirational
poem and especidly for that wonderful story of
nursingyour friend a her death. 1’'m sure many of
you have stories like that. October is Breast Cancer
Awareness M onth. And inthe past two years I've
seen men get extremely involved in bringing
awareness to testicular cancer. Any type of
awareness is great, but when guy s bringideasto the
table somehow the nine-y ear-old boy within me
wants to speak out. Likethe Lance Armstrong
rubber band bracelets; y ou’ ve seen the equivaent
for breast cancer says, “| Heart Boobies.” If you
gonnabe pervy about it, | say go dl out. Let's have
those bad boysread, “BITCH, SCAN THEM
TITS” | think beingdirect isthekey. Let's have
little boobies hangng from the bracelet. It adds flare.
Why not match your Bitch, Scan Them Tits
bracelet with acouple of edibletit ringpops.
Ddlicious fun for al ages.

VICTORIA pauses.



VICTORIA (CONT’D)
Oh, more people are leaving for acigbreak or is it
something | said... The next spesker is aworld
reknowned authority on feminist psychology .
Dr. Kumari Kashmiri has published widely on the
topicin peer reviewed journals and she has had two
books on the New York Times best sdler list.
Sx years ago, her book Why I’ m Such a Bitch Twice
a Month was number onefor forty straight weeks
and her new book Vaginas ar e People, Too has been
number one for the last twelve weeks. Pleassegvea
warm welcometo Dr. Kumari Kashmiri.

VICTORIA puts on awhitelab coat and lab glasses.
DR. KUMARI KASHM IRI spesks with an East Indian accent.

DR. KUMARI KASHMIRI
Thank you, Victoria, for invitingmeto speek at this
conference. Afternoon, my nameis Kumari
Kashmiri M.D., Ph.D., and LM FT. | studied under
John Hughes a Chicago University. There's no
relation to the screenwriter and director, athough |
did play an extrain “Pretty in Pink.” | became good
friends with M olly Ringwad. Molly and | have
been known to travel together to PuertaVdlarta,
Atlantaand Spokane. And | studied neuroscience at
the University of San Francisco under John
Senbeck... No rdation to the noveist. Although
when | had my first encounter with Dr. Seinbeck, |
told him how deeply | enjoyed Of Mice and Men. In
fact, | named my rescued chihuahua dogs Lenny and
George. Before | discuss my scholarly work and my
popular ceebrity, | think it isimportant to provide
you with contextua knowledge. | grew up in Bihar,
India My father was a heroin addict and my mother
was aprostitute. | mention this becauseit
illustrates the reason | have apassion for helping
and pleasing others.



Pause.

DR. KUMARI KASHMIRI (CONT’D)
Thelovel havefor humanity is unconditiona, like a
dog s lovefor its owner. My relationship status on
Facebook is singe. | repeat, I'm aheterosexua who
is singe, dthough | admit to an occasiona lesbian
tryst. Thisinformation allows you, my good
audience, to have abetter understanding of meas a
doctor and awoman. | have no children, nor do |
desireto have children. | find children aburden.
Although If | met the right man, I'm sure this could
be negotiable. Question? (points)...Yes. Thisis
pertinent since were here as agroup of
humanitarians investing in the welfare of women
and it'simperativeto remind y ou, we re al human
beings. What is your name, sir?... Well, Dr. Roth,
tell me, why was | chosen to conduct this pand and
not y oursdf? For those who are unaware, I'm a
leading consultant for M iss Gabrielle Giffords. M rs.
Giffords is the congresswoman who was shot in the
head in Arizonaon January 8th, 2011. If anyone
else would like to question my capability spesk
now.

DR. KUMARI KASHMIRI (CONT’D)
Let mecontinue. | residein Sherman O&ks,
Cdifornia. | enjoy kitchen accessories and | take
careof my ill prostitute mother. However, since she
isill, sheno longer practices prostitution, but mom
is an escort in Bakersfield once or twice amonth.
Question (points)...You peoplesureare an
inquisitive bunch. Go ahead...M ore detalls on M rs.
Giffords? Sheis alovely woman. Although, if you
play Texas Hold'em with Mrs Giffords sheis
ruthless. Shell snatch adl your money ... Repest the
question. I've been Miss Gifford’s consultant for
approximately ayear and four months. Any other
guestions on Miss Giffords? 1'd liketo finish the
panel before my thirty-fifth birthday .



Pause.

DR. KUMARI KASHMIRI (CONT’D)
| used to invest my money in the stock market, but
I'm extremely careful these day s and continue to
keep plenty of money in bonds and CD's and so
forth. Yes. (points)...Areyou serious. What does
this haveto do with ...... I’'m lettingyou into my
world so you can know me as awoman and as a
professional researcher of women’'sissues. My
vulnerability dlows you to bevulnerable. 1'll bein
the lobby signingmy new book Vaginas are People,
Too. Thanks for comingto the conference. I'll tak
with each of you in thelobby.

DR. KUMARI KASHM IRI walks off stage |eft.

VICTORIA entersas LILLY, ajanitor, who sweeps the stage with abroom. At first, she
goes about her business without noticing the audience. Then sheis awareof dl the
peoplewatching her.

LILLY
Oh. | didn't redize no meeting was continuingin
this venue...What meetingis this?

LILLY waksto thefront of the podium and looks & the conference sign.

LILLY (CONT’D)
W.C.U.N.T. Areyou serious? | see. Thisisalady
lovers convention. | got no problemawith that.
You grls want to do that in your own casa, be my
quest. Likel got somesay about what you do in
your own casa. | lovemy family. No necesito amar
anadie mas. You' renow my family. All of you.
(Points to male audience member) Except this
hombre over here. Why you at alady lovers
convention?

LILLY sweeps, then stops.

10



LILLY (CONT’D)
My daughter-in-law is pregnant. Her first. My
son’s second. | tel Shirley, that’s my daughter-in-
law’ s name, Shirley, that sinceit’s goingto bea
boy, she should name him Harrison. Beautiful name,
huh? Harrison. A red American man’s name. You
know, like the Beatles. George Harrison. Doesn’t
get more American than the Beatles. Her mother, a
Jewish woman, suggested something more Jewish,
but the baby is American before Jew. Nationdity
then religion. That is the only way not to confuse
theboy. Don't get him caught up in amixed
identity. | don't know what people arethinking
nowaday s. M ixing everything up like abig crock
pot of guttony. Rice with chicken, chicken with
carrots. Everthing has aplace. Everything has an
order. And what about that President of ours.
Obama. My father cdls him ObamaYour M ama.
Sometimes my husband cals him Osama. What is
that man, Osama? Black? White? M uslim? Nobody
knows. Heis afun house mirror in our White
House. That President Obamais one crock pot of a
man. A mdtingpot of aman. And thethings he
wantsto do. For one, hewantsto gve everyone
hedth care. M eand dl of you a the sametime.
I’m not saying everyone shouldn’'t have hedthcare.
My grandson Harrison, of course, should have
hedlth care, because he' s just ababy and we need to
take care of our babies. Somebody the other day
told methat babies are better off being bornin
fifteen other countries than the U.S Of A. 1 told
them they haveto bewrong. Americans care about
their babies. | know they do. But the question |
need to answer is where do you think that money
comes fromto pay dl this free hedth care, because
therean’t nothingfor free. Surewon’'t come from
the president’ s fun house pockets.

Pause. Sweeps.
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Swveeps.

LILLY claps.

Swveeps.

LILLY (CONT’D)
All I want is for my family to be happy. And
hedthy.

LILLY (CONT’D)
Y ou should see the weddinginvitations | made for
my son Hank. They’rein the laundry room. I'll
show them to you after you al eat dinner. Oh,
Shirley will be so happy with my son. Whatever he
doesn’'t provide, Hank’ s father will. Bruce, my
husband, has been sellingwashers and dryersin
Culver City for twenty-fiveyears. Twenty-five
years. (Point into audience) Older than you. Little
Harrison will be taken care of like aking. Shoot. |
forgot to order Harrison' sinvitations for his
Baptism... What’ s that you say?... Of course he
needs to be Baptized. Bruce was baptized. Hank.
Me.

LILLY (CONT’D)
You know, that’s awonderful idea. Shirley and
Harrison should both be baptized. She's not realy
Jewish. | meanredly redly. She'sonly Jewish
when her mother visits. Believe me, | understand,
but she never goes to church, | mean to thetemple
or synagogue. God has gven meagrandson. It’s
now Shirley’ s responsibility to gve Harrison alife
he deserves. If heis aJew she's sending him straight
to the crock pot. Thekitchen.

LILLY (CONT’D)
My grandson. He deserves the best. And between
me, Shirley, Hank, Bruce and Obama Your M ama
we can take good care of that boy.

12



LILLY (CONT’D)
Now, come aong, let me show you those
invitations for thewedding. | crafted dl of them by
myself. They’re beautiful. | got great images from
the Catholic Women of Los Angeles website. A
gold cup. A whitedove. | better finish my work.
Shift ends in an hour.

LILLY walks off stageright and beckons the audienceto follow.
VICTORIA enters and stands at the podium.

VICTORIA
Every day, women face battles as mothers, lovers,
or wives. Each of us has our own crusades and
stories. Now, | would liketo sharewith you
somethingthat happened to my sister-in-law,
Henrietta, while shewas tryingto get asmal
business loan for her family business to import
tobacco products from India. Thisisasketch |
performed a The Upright Citizen’s Brigade. | cdll
it “ Real Housewives Without a House.”

VICTORIA puts on ascaf and speaks with a British accent.

HENRIETTA

Thanks for comingto my house. | must look a
fright. | don't want to sound rude. Did Vderielet
you in? M ust have been Vanessa. The door was
unlocked? How silly of me. Let's start over. It's
great to meet you... Please, have aseat. Would you
likeadrink? Do you want somewater? What am |
thinking, offeringyou water? You're dl businessmen
and business women. Isthat theway to say it?..
You want Wild Turkey, of course. Never mind. |
forget... My husband finished thelast bottlethe

other night.
(MORE)

13



HENRIETTA (CONT'D)
Horse races must have been on...When there's no
booze, there was alway s ahorse race, or afootbal
game, or acar chase...l know | said | had the
business proposd ready on the phone, but between
hangng up the phone and shooting mysdlf up, I've
seemed to misplaceit... What's that? Oh.

HENRIETTA (CONT’D)
No. No. | have diabetes. | can answer any questions
you have about moving forward. | know dl of my
husband's finances... Video recorder? Well, | don't
think that's necessary. | can write my responses
down instead. It'sjust... | don't know if avideo
recorder issuch a... You sure... Only you will see
it? I'mjust worried... | know M ark, my husband,
he knows the law extremely well. | mean, | do as
wdll, but M ark watches dl of those CS programs
on thetdly. You promiseit will stay confidential?
Alright, go ahead... Engand, London. | met M ark in
2000. Wewere married afew weeks after that. |
was seventeen. How is my persond lifereevant?
WEe're here to discuss opening asilk screening store,
not my family in particular, sir. Family is business?
Why I've never heard such gibberish. No. Please...I
don't want you to leave. Yes. | will be happy to
cooperate. Yes, three daughters... Vaerie, Vanessa,
and Vaentine... M ark took over his father's silk
screening business in Culver City, which brings us
to your investment company. | think Slk City isa
wonderful investment. Do | think I'm what? A
closer? I'm unfamiliar with this reference. M amet?
Never heard of the lad. What's thetitle of the play ?
Glengarry Glen Ross. Oh. Why of course, the Alec
Badwin film. | do fancy Alec Badwin. But were
getting off topic. Slk City can silk screen anything.
Shirts. Doors. (Laughs) Not doors... M ostly
fabric. A day in thelife of me? How does this have
to do with my business? Smal business loans are
difficult to comeby. Look, mister...

14



HENRIETTA looks a her shoes.

HENRIETTA (CONT’'D)
Thank you, yes. They arenew...My day,
huh...Nothingredly. | take care of my grls...

HENRIETTA (CONT'D)
Take them to school, do things around the house
and prepare meals. That's why | don't understand,
why you're so curious...Weekends? Same thing, my
husband works and I'm home. Yeah, business as
usud...Exactly... Yes, threegrls, that's right...So
with your loan, | believe Sk City has the capability
to expand. My husband and | want to open eleven
more Slk City storesin fiveyears. No handleon
the fridge?

HENRIETTA looks behind.

HENRIETTA (CONT’'D)
Oh, yes, no handle on the fridge. Why it's broken.
My mother-in-law is coming by tomorrow and
were goingto Sears to buy anew one. Lovely lady.
Refrigerators don't come chegp. So likel was
saying, with your loan we will be ableto expand
Sk City and of course as ashareholder your stock
will increase by twenty-percent in threeyears.
What do you mean, how do | know so much?...Say
a home mom?Why, yes, | supposel am, but I'm
aso my husband's business partner. Why areyou
laughing...Why is that funny? No, sir, | do not
have a curious sexudity. | am amarried woman. |
offered you adrink becausethat is what one does
when discussing business and money. No money ? If
you have no money, then why did you respond to
my ad on craigslist...Seep with you?

HENRIETTA laughs.

15



HENRIETTA (CONT’D)
That’'s every man’s answer to everything. Let’s
havesex. That'sridiculous. Do you redly expect
meto...Yes, | want theloan...Yes, | love my
family...It has been awhile since my husband and |
have been intimate...You would have to drop the
interest rate. No. Two points...Two points...

HENRIETTA (CONT’'D)
Good...Not here. Not now.... The Ritz Carlton.
Theonein SantaBarbara...\Well then, no
ded....Good...Dinner first. Then we do the deed...
Then you leave and | havethe Ritz for two more
days...You makeit worth my while, I'll make it
worth your while...Therewill be spaexpenses...The
weekend after thenext. Book it for Friday,
Saturday and Sunday night....Let’s shakeon it.
(Pretends ahand shake). Good bye...(Takes out cell
phone) Victoria...Yes, wewatched it last night.
Listen. Wha areyou doing the weekend after
next....Clear your plans. | got an dl expense
weekend a the Ritz in SB...Just lucky |
quess...Unlimited spa...Yes...I’m gonnainvite
Karen...Good. WE re gonna have so much fun.

Victoriatakes off the scarf and speaks without an accent.

VICTORIA
Money. Times aretough for us dl.
I'min the process of buyingmy first condo.
Nothingto be envious over. I'm acomplete money
hoarder with no life. The process of buyingacondo
sucks. Arethere any redtors here tonight? (Points
to audience) Aredl you full of shit? Heréswhy I'm
frustrated- Last week, | found acondo online, the
description said, "1200 square feet, spacious, four
bedrooms.” Great! M ore pets to collect so I'll never
bedone. “ Needs alittlework.” No problem. | like

gettingmy hands dirty (Point) FYI1, handsome.
(MORE)
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VICTORIA (CONT'D)
I walk into one room, theré's an entirewall mirror
encrusted with whitedirt and hand prints, which |
assumeis the multiple purpose roomwhere Mr.
and M rs. Sudafed worked from home, shooting 70's
style porn and doing sideway s lines of coke.

VICTORIA pointsto TWO AUDIENCE M EM BERS

VICTORIA (CONT’'D)
This“Booge Nights” couple knows what I'm
talking about. You're like ayoung Burt Reynolds.
o, right before | leave this exotic condo, | noticed
one of thewalls was hollow. That's becauseit was
cardboard painted white. MaybeMr. and Mrs.
Sudafed are on to something. If dl the homeless
painted their boxes whiteit'd be crazy classy, like
miniature white houses. Good enough for a
president. There's an idea Whoever is president in
2013 should relocate to awhite cardboard box, so he
can livelike red Americans.

Pause.

VICTORIA (CONT'D)
For many of us, public transportation is the only
affordable way to get to work, high school, college,
the movies, or the Getty M useum. My next quest,
Edith, practicaly, maybeliterdly, lives on the bus.

VICTORIA puts on aleather bomber’s jacket and aWhite Sox cap turned backwards.
SheisEDITH.

EDITH tdkswith aNew York accent.

EDITH
Yo, hi. Name' s Edith. By theway, Victoria, | don’'t
live on the bus, okay?1 live at a number of bus stop
benches. Bigdifference. I'm just gving Victoriaa
hard time. She's anice bitch. When | moved to Los
Angdes, | met her on abus headed towards

Hollywood.
(MORE)
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Pause.

EDITH (CONT'D)
She told me she had to take the bus because she got
oneof themD.U.1.’S | told her, | takethe bus
because | got no money. | guess. You want to hear
my story. | got lots of stories, but I'll just act out
what happened to me amonth ago. Please don’t
judge, I’'m no Joe Pesci.

EDITH (CONT’D)
| takethis fine quesadilla out for dinner four
weekends back... What's that? Applebee's. Redl
nice spot. Nothing but classy joints for my bitches.
We get to the restaurant and she starts talking about
the ex, telling me he's locked up a San Quentin for
armed robbery. I'm like, man, do | know this prison
bitch? Because | did sometimeat Quentin. But she
flashed me aprofile picand | didn’t recognize him
from the back. She's got afour-year old son with
him. I'm thinking, the kid thing| don't mind. | can
takeit to zoos and shit, and even the ex-boyfriend
thingis cool with me... The ex must got abad
temper or somen for her to just start datingwomen,
right? It's dl normd life experience stuff. Hey, at
my ageyou got'astart putting up with may be not
baggage-baggage, but alittle carryon luggege...If you
plan on getting laid at least. Basicdly this full
lipped chick had nothing| hadn't strgpped on
before. The dat€ s going strong, except the waiter
kept looking at melike | was Scott Peterson with
tits and highlights. So | snapped my finger in the air
to get his atention... | saysto him, "Hey buddy, |
don't appreciate getting none of this spaghetti with

mest.
(MORE)
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Pause.

EDITH (CONT’D)
| ordered the meatballs with the sausages." He goes
on with the freak'n apologies and fixes it, which
took asolid five minutes... So after things gets
straightened out... | havemy med, I'm enjoying
myself, | got ahigh-quality convo' goin' on with this
sexy lookinglady friend in front of me and man, I'll
tell you, she's got on one of those spaghetti strap
shirts that don't leavetoo much to the imagination,
which | dig cause | don't got that much imagination
anyways....You must bethinking, what's the twist,
or turn?

EDITH (CONT’D)
Get this, | reach for the check after we drank the
last drops of our fruit atoot margaritas, and my
meatbdls are dmost digested dl the way, and she's
squared with her fancy broccoli plate... And the
check is blank...Yeah, nothing So | cal the waiter
over. | says'to him, "Thereisamistake. Therean't
nothing on this check." And he says, "Sorry about
thewrong entrée earlier. Remember, at Applebee's
you're eat'n good in the neighborhood.” Then |
gaciously reply, "That's fine. Were eat'n good. We
ate. Were done, and now I'll pay." So my cute,
cheesy quesadilla gets involved and say's, " Thank
you so much.” | turn to her and says, "You're
thanking him...I'm taking y ou out to eat and you're
thanking the Applebee's guy ?” They both team up
against me and say's, "Relax, relax, rdax.” | get
up...l look that bitch in her eyes. | look that
Applebee's coward in hiseyes, and | says, “You
two go fuck each other. You deserve each other.”
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EDITH (CONT’D)
| thought, | blew my chance with my carry -
outchick. But she chases me down in the parking lot
and say's, “ You're apassionate, dominant, and
fearless woman.” | said, “ Bitch, you better believe
that.”

EDITH points to an AUDIENCE M EM BER.

EDITH (CONT’D)
My crab cakeis blushing. | gottaget out of hereand
join the mile high club in the john on the
seventeenth floor of this mental hospital. Keep it
red, Norwalk.

EDITH exits.
VICTORIA enters.

VICTORIA
Our next guest is an actress and comedian, so hereis
ajokefor you. | adopted an Endish Bulldogfrom a
nonprofit, Craigslist. My Vegbo friends
(Vegan/lesbian) gve me shit for it. "You should've
rescued from ashelter." You could have saved a
life" Fyou Vegoo's B.C. | did that once. | adopted
one of those chipotle dogs. It pissed and shit
everywhere. Got period blood on the carpet, which
Is pretty amazing because it was aboy. Named it
Willie- after my favorite Scientologst. Will Smith.
Oneday, | decided to get rid of it. | opened the door
and freed Willie. He got hit by aPrius and died. |
probably shouldn't have freed him on the 101. Am |
senilea my youngage? Please welcomethe
headliner comedian entertainer for tonight. Relax
and enjoy my dear fragle and senile grandma,
Donna

VICTORIA gabs awaking cane and waks slowly to the char and sits. Sheis DONNA.

DONNA drags the chair.
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DONNA sits upstage left.
DONNA pointstowards the AUDIENCE.

DONNA
Foeskingto strangers at aconferenceis like ablind
date. Which iswhy | might berusty because |
haven’'t been on ablind date since the Reagan
years.

DONNA pointstoaM ALE AUDIENCE M EM BER.

DONNA (CONT'D)
You look likeaJerry. Hi, Jerry. | took one of my
granddaughter's oxy -codeine medicine pills just
before | got here. I'm higher than abumble bee,
Pardon me, Jerry? A man should never ask alady
her age. Cup size...Yes.

DONNA (CONT'D)
Thirty-six C and worth every quilt I've ever knitted.
My age? | thought wewent through this...Oh,
page...You mean my onlinedating page? My
granddaughter, Victoria, put thewholething
together. She knows alot about the computer
business. She's an entrepreneur. Filthy ? You're very
blunt, Jerry. My granddaughter might not shower
every day, but | wouldn't call her filthy.
Oh...wedthy... Yes, extremedy successful.
Sheworks in the San Fernando Vdley with full-
chested women. She's about your age. Not as
handsome, though.

DONNA gabs mouth in pan.

DONNA (CONT'D)
These things are killingme. You mind?

DONNA puts dentures in acup.
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DONNA (CONT’D)
M uch better. What isit you do, Jerry? Technica
writer. That sounds very technica. My career?
Sweet gngerdewith scotch. Boy George, | retired
when you werein pull-ups. | was astand-up
comedian, got alatestart inthe80's. Tried to do the
wifie thing a decade before, but it wasn't cut out for
me. | had alive-in boyfriend once. He demanded |
pack him alunch every morning. Problem was, |
was boozing dl night and would put used martini
olivesin between the wheet bread. Inthe 80's, |
lived off cocaine and open mics. | was afoul
mouthed, jaws-droppin’, panties poppin comic.
Opened for the best of them. Andrew Dice Clay.
Rodney Dangerfield. Joan Rivers. Never heard of
me, huh? No surprise. The press hated me. Never
mentioned me. Why ? Let’ s just say, you've seen
onereporter’s lady bugdick, you’' ve seen them dl.

DONNA (CONT'D)
Not goingto spread my butterfly wings on acasting
couch if I'm not goingto seearainbow at the end of
thetunnd. But I'll tell ya, | was the go to opener in
my day. | was the handjob that lead to the blowjob
opener. | still have most of the costumes | stole as
an extraon Jerry Lewis' flick “Hardly Working’ if
you want to get extrakinky after the conference.
What am | into now? Hopefully you. I’'m abigflirt.
You'll get usetoit. I’'minto bingo and poker. | like
action... Lots and lots of action. Bathroom...I just
went. Oh, sure go right ahead, but hurry, my speech
is dmost over.

DONNA whistles.

DONNA (CONT'D)
"Show him that you carejust for him./ Do the
things that helikes to do./ Wear your hair just for
him." He |l be back...They dways come back.
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DONNA stands and waks to the podium. She stands erect and is now VICTORIA.

VICTORIA
Let’sgveit up for my grandma, Donna. Not many
years left for the old bitch. Our next guest was born
inIran. And like many middle-eastern born
Americans, sheis an American citizen. Aralivesin
double danger because many peoplein the United
Sates blame her for 9/11, and the government in
Iran wants her punished because she speaks her
mind. Listen carefully to Ara'stestimony.

DONNA puts on ablack head scarf. Sheis ARA and she speaks with an Iranian accent.
ARA waks upstage center.
ARA sits.

ARA
My nameis Ara. Arameans ornament in Farsi.
When Victoriafirst asked meto spesk a the
W.C.U.N.T, | sad to mysef, now thelran
government is redly goingto stone me. Before, |
joked, but, now I'm serious...Trust mel’mno
Cameron Diaz. About me, I'm the niece of ahighly
ranked military officer in Iran. And | havetop secret
information for you.

ARA uncrosses her legs.
ARA puts cigarettein mouth. Lightsiit.

ARA (CONT’'D)

It's an dectronic cigarette. My aunt Afshak smokes
them, too. We quit together. Afshak’s son, ArAmis
herein the audience. (Points and waves). Don't
worry heisn’'t paying attention to what I’m saying.
All he cares about is his | phone and fast food.
ArAm means quiet in Farsi. And trust me he's not.
Okay, ArAm, | hear you, I'll takeyou to Wendy’s

when I’m done speaking.
(MORE)
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ARA (CONT'D)
Anyway, in Iran the military is workingon a
nuclear cargo for amissile. Tehran has dready
started mounting machines for acomplex uranium
supplementation in a concedled shelter.

Pause.

ARA (CONT’'D)
What now, ArAm? Yes. We can go to Ben and
Jerry’ s after Wendy'’'s. It's from avalid source.
Leaveit at that. Okay, okay, cam down. | only
want troubleif that means spendingthe night at
your place. My aunt, Afshak, shewritesto me.

Pause. Shelooks left and right.

ARA (CONT’'D)
No...That's impossible. Even if the government
goes through our letters they won't be ableto read
our writing. You see, me and my aunt have
extremely horrible penmanship. You know how
American doctors are known for horrible
penmanship? M ultiply that by nine hundred and
eleven and you still won't be ableto read our letters.
| gpologze. | tried to make afunny. ArAm, get
your feet off that lady’s chair. Sorry, miss. Yes.
Question? Why does my Aunt tell methis? She
hates her husband. | know. What's new, right?
Another Iranian woman who is beaten every day,
verbaly and physicaly, raped, etc. Blah. Blah.
Blah. Bdlieveit or not that's not my uncle.
My uncleis very passive, dways whiningand
complaining "Afshak you don't make loveto me
likeyou love me. You make loveto melikeyou
pity me." He's pathetic. Oh, now you'relistening,
ArAm?Do meafavor wait outside. Boys. We
[ranian women want to betold what to do.
Wedon't mind getting slagpped around in aplayful

manner.
(MORE)
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ARA (CONT'D)
I'm not advocating domestic violence, but 1 would
consider it if it's something (Points to audience
member) you'reinto.

ARA winks.

ARA (CONT’'D)
Alright, the missiles. So the word on the Iranian
street is they're working on things some placein the
holy city of Qom. Also, the uraniumis drasticaly
enhanced dueto anew progessive straner, not the
dated modd used in the 1970's. Things are
happening. And they're happening quicker than any
of you canimagne. M eathreat? They'rethethresat.
I'm not athreet. I'm the one comingto you. Yes. I'm
awareit might be peculiar | cometo you with dl of
this information a aunemployed Women’'s
conference. But women usetheir heads.

ARA (CONT’D)
M en use their heads, too, just not theright ones. |
lovethis country. | love“ Jersey Shore” Red
Lobster. | shouldn’t love this country, but | do.

ARA stands.

ARA (CONT’'D)
After 9/11 my mother got adiaect coach and began
living her life as abogus Indian doctor in hopes to of
married an American doctor because no onewould
hire her as an Iranian librarian. This country is full
of hatetowards my people. | love America
But Americadoes not love me. You'll know what to
do with this information.

ARA waks upstage center. She removes the black scarf and waks to the podium. ARA
isnow VICTORIA.
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VICTORIA
Ara weempathize. The M etropolitan Sae
Hospitd must fed like aprison for you with the
bars on the windows and guards in the lobby . Our
next speaker is no stranger to mentd wards. | hope
she had her éectric shock this week. No telling
what will come out of her mouth. Please welcome
my very own crazy mother, Diane.

VICTORIA puts on an oversized sweater. Sheis DIANE.

DIANE has athick New York accent.

Pause.

DIANE
My kid forgetsto tell peoplethat I'm aregstered
nurse. I'm unemploy ed, which | guess is the theme
of the conference. | think that’s the only reason
Victoriainvited me. | was laid off beforethe
recession. See, | was datingadoctor a the hospitd
where | worked. Dr. Greenberg. And one of the
anesthesiologsts waked in on me gving Dr.
Greenbergablowy in ER.

DIANE (CONT’'D)
That jedous bitch told the board. Anyway, that’s
al negative events. Let’ snot go there,

DIANE (CONT’D)
Holy gefiltefish. There saRabbi in the audience.
Hi, Rabbi Rebecca. Pleaseforgve my daughter,
Victoria. She pretends not to be Jewish. You and |
know better. There' s so many stars a this
convention. | saw John Travolta Travolta
Schmarolta. | couldn’t get close enough to meset that
grease hunk from “Welcome back Kotter.” | know
he' s not Jewish, but that nose could pass.

Scientology my tuches lecker.
(MORE)

26



DIANE (CONT'D)
| one time welcomed back Chevy Chaseto my
studio gpartment in the meat packingdistrict in
New York duringmy rebellious sexcapades phase
of ‘79. 1 wasn't adisco queen. No. No. M e, adisco
queen? Please. | had too much money to wear bell
bottoms. Sorry, Rabbi, you don’t want to hear
about my wild youth. Rabbi Rebecca Rabbi
Rebecca. | know how | know you. You took care of
my mother, Donna. Yes. Rabbi Rebeccafrom San
Fernando. Sheloved you. You heded her. Thanks a
lot. I’'m kidding, of course. I’'m happy my mother is
still dive a eighty-five. But just for future plans,
you perform funerds, right, Rabbi? Wonderful. |
like more traditiona Jewish funeras. Not
contemporary ones where relatives go on stage, read
poems, sing Lady Gagasongs, and dl that garbage.
My theory in regardsto funerasis say some
prayers and be donewith it. What’s that? Happy
stories a funeras? M aybe for some, but not my
family, | don’t have happy stories. | was pregnant
with Victoriaa nineteen and my mother completely
cut me off. Yes. Financidly. What other waysis
there... Jesus. Sorry, Rabbi. My mother isn’t the
easiest person to get dongwith.

DIANE motions towards her ring.

DIANE (CONT’D)
I'll never forget this onetime after my grandmother
passed, my grandfather gave me one of her gorgeous
rings. A gold band with alarge sapphire surrounded
by tiny emerads and rubies. Sheawaysworeit to
thetheatre and opera I’'m sittingwith my mother in
my grandfather’ stown car and she starts pullingon
my finger. “ Give methat God damn ring, Diane. |
just want to try it on. Borrow it. Get my jeweler to
duplicateit.” I’d tell her, “ You'resick. Thisis my
ring. It can’'t be duplicated.” She has weird
obsessions with me. That family tradition ended the

day | gavebirth to Victoria
(MORE)
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Pause.

DIANE (CONT'D)
| havetherespect to stay out of my kid'slife. I'm
her mother, not her locker pd. | tell my kid there's
onethingsto live by: Never turn down aman who
can afford to buy you adrink.

DIANE (CONT’D)
Say, Rabbi, if you wind up performingat my
mother’ s funerd you can play Sammy Davis Junior
in the background. M om loves Sammy, but hates
Snatra. God forbid my mother loves something
everyone ese loves. When she got into stand-up
comedy, | wouldn’t see her for months at atime.
She'd drop me off a my Grandfather’s and be on
theroad. No postcard. No phone cal. Now, in her
eighties, shetriesto reach out, but it’stoo late.
Hobbies? She has this bizarre fetish for serid killers.
Alway s watching those “ Unsolved M y stery”
shows. Ah. If you tak about my mother’s hobbies
a her funera changeit to “ M urder She Wrote” My
mom is a chain smoking, gambling, seria watcher
and dater. Sheloves datingy oung men. And M oses
and M ary when this cougar trend came dong my
mother hijacked that band-wagon and will rideit to
her gave. See, I'mfunny, | can befunny like my
mother.

DIANE (CONT’'D)
My mother dways tells me humor skips a
generation. Bullshit. Too bad | bdieved her dl these
years, | could’ ve madeit as acomic like her and my
kid. Three generations of comedians. That would ve
been something.

DIANE picks up acigarette.

DIANE (CONT’D)
If you do perform a my mother’s funera make it

short. Short and broad.
(MORE)
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DIANE (CONT'D)
That’s how my mother would like her funerd. |
better be going. Victoria, cal me acab.

DIANNE removes the oversized sweater. Sheis VICTORIA.

VICTORIA
Mom, you'reacab. | know. | know. | must be
crazy invitingmy mom, but | do love her, despite
her insanity . She talks about Grandma Donna
like she's dying. (Donna s voice) “I’'m dive and
well thank you.” Would someone admit my mother
to the M ental Hospital?

Pause.

VICTORIA (CONT'D)
Someday's | fed that I'm one Bloody M ary away
from being on the streets.

VICTORIA pointsto an AUDIENCE M EM BER.

VICTORIA (CONT’D)
You look likeyou live somewhere where you don’t
haveto carry aguninyour fanny pack. | livein
Northridge, which is okay, but | figureif | become
homeless I’'m moving to Ventura. Perfect placeto be
homeless, right? | wouldn't starve. That's for sure.
For lunch, | can hand pick strawberriesin thefields.
Late afternoon, | can get my tan on at the beach.

VICTORIA (CONT'D)

Just because I'm homeless doesn't mean | haveto
have pde skin. And maybel’ll meet amilitary man.
Point M agu Nava Air Sation. You can fly me,
honey. Whereareal my navy men? (pointsat a
aquy) | cantotdly see mysdf as amilitary wifey.
But, I'm no gold digger... M orelike my grandma
and mother, astability chaser. Trust me, I'm not
goingto eventry to marry rich in this economy. I'll
marry armed. Cocked and loaded. Firein the hole. |

could be aleshian military wifey, too.
(MORE)
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VICTORIA (CONT'D)
Hey, better odds tryingto put aringon it going
after both genders. But | do like men. You know
what they say, “ Dick is quick.” Women are too
picky. Don't g&t mewrong, | do liketo cuddle and
have my hands massaged by apretty blond grl.
For those of you who are sexudity chalenged, our
next guest is straight, no pun intended, out of a
Judith Butler text or John Water's flick. Please
welcome Bertha

VICTORIA gabs asweater and ties it around her waist. Sheis now BERTHA.
BERTHA walks upstage center.

BERTHA
I’m super shy speskingto cowards. | mean crowds.
But if my grlfriend, Edith, who talked earlier, can
speak out then | can, too. It’s funny because at first
when Victoriaasked if | could participate at
W.C.U.N.T. | thought I'm redly not aleshian-
lesbian. I'm more of anew com-er. And then
Victoriaexplained that it’ s a conference for women
who are unemployed. And then, | thought, well |
work a JambaJuice. And she said, “No, Bertha
The speakers support unemployed women.” And |
can relateto that because | support my unemployed
grlfriend and we' Il be happy to support dl of the
women here. | don’t make much money, but I'm
happy to help. I'm twenty-seven years old....It's
actualy mineand my son’s half b-day tomorrow.

BERTHA (CONT’D)
Am| too old to celebrate my H.B.D.?| haveto
admit, | still get uber excited. I'm not sayingl'd have
ateaparty... Ontheother hand, why not? Prior to
2010 my dating life consisted of laser tagand
pepperoni pizzawith my four year old, George,
and Aunt Thema. Now, Aunt Thelmaisin San
Quentin Sate Prison with my ex-husband. He used

to sdl meth.
(MORE)
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BERTHA (CONT’D)
Kind of likethat show “Breaking Bad,” but my exis
atotd idiot. And my Aunt isin prison because she
murdered this guy . It's not what you think. She's
totaly innocent. Hetried to slap her ass and Aunt
Thelmais abig believer in women's equd rights, so
shejust evened the score with her butterfly knife.
Aunt T dwaystdls me, "If you don't stand up for
yoursdf, | will." She'sredly supportive. A week
before she was arrested wewere a Howies
Bowling Alley and Bunky, the bartender, tried to
put bowling shoes on my feet. | thought it was
swest. | fet like Cinderadla of Canoga Park. But
Aunt Themadidn't seeit that way. Shetook her
butterfly knife and stabbed the guy intheear. She's
usualy not that protective, but I'm her favorite
niece. She's the one who suggested | start dating
women. A month ago we shared agreen teafrap
during family visit hours and she say's, "Bertha,
onceyou atach thedildo to the hip bonethere's
redly no difference. Look a your mother. She has
been awidow for fifteen years and refuses pussy.
That woman will be alonetherest of her life
because of her stubborn sexudlity." At first | was
hesitant, but I'm dgad | trusted my Auntie because
Edith isthe best thingever. My aunt met Edith at
group thergpy a San Quentin. My Aunt T said,
"Bertha, you're goingto fal head into pussy in love
with this woman. She was named after Edith
Bunker from 'All in the Family.' She's not as
annoying as that character, but she's as gullible.”
Edith was a San Quentin for grand theft.

BERTHA (CONT’D)
But that'sinthe past. And | believe everyone
deserves &t least ten chances. Before | met Edith, |
was an orgasm virgn. Yes. | had sex. I’ve ason. But
| never alowed mysdf to enjoy sex. It was dways a

chore, like goingto the gym.
(MORE)
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BERTHA (CONT’D)
Edith says, “1 an't goingto stop till you cum,
woman.” Now, whenever we make love, | can
orgasm fredy. | know it sounds super cheesy, but
it’s like my mind and body are connected and | fed
whole. She does that to me. Thisis weird taking
about my sex life, but if | can let my body
experience an orgasm, | can tak about anything.
After the conference, Edith is takingmeto aporn
shop to buy dildos. I’ ve never used adildo before,
so I'mtotaly excited.

Pause.

BERTHA (CONT’D)
| do have dildos, but they were agft from my
Uncle Tony. Easter basket present. Hegot mea
dozen rabbit dildos and half adozen egg vibrators.
Heisn't acreegpy uncde. Uncle Tony got shot in the
head in 2002. A meth ded gone bad and now he's
slow, but imagnative. Clearly. Anyway, this time
I’m experimenting with my lover. It was great to
sharemy story. | fed like anew woman now. A
fresh woman.

BERTHA looks at watch.
BERTHA waks towards AUDIENCE M EM BER.
BERTHA hands an AUDIENCE M EM BER acard.

BERTHA (CONT’'D)
I'll leave my business card with you ladies. Fed free
to cdl meif you want to go to aM elissa Etheridge
concert.

BERTHA removes the sweater from around her waist. Sheis VICTORIA.

VICTORIA
Ladies, unless you're lesbian like our guest
speskers, Edith and Bertha, you are goingto hook
up with aman. M aybe even marry the son-of-a

bitch. | say that with tremendous affection, mother.
(MORE)
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VICTORIA (CONT'D)
You didn't know dad was abitch till your
honey moon. (Looks towards the celling) RIP, Pops.
Some women have developed the extraordinary
skill of marryinginto money. Especidly intoday’s
economy, stability is difficult to find.
Unfortunately, your surprise guest speaker, Ivana
Trump, couldn’t makeit to thisyear’ sW.C.U.N.T .,
due to a scheduling conflict. | suppose she chose
“Dancingwith the Sars” over us. Taking her spot is
my grandma, Donna. And yes, she' s dready
spoken. But perhaps Grandma Donna can teach us
how to marry rich just like IlvanaTrump. Grandma
Donnainformed methat thefirst timel introduced
her, | forgot to mention she teaches numerous
courses a the Learning Annex Center blending
comedy and capitaism. Donnd s traveling seminar,
“Diamonds are My Only Friend,” ran from 2002 to
2011. Who knows what isin storefor us, but I'm
sureit will be useful and entertaining. Welcome for
the second time my grandma, Donna.

VICTORIA gabs awakingcane. Sheis now DONNA.

DONNA
Hello again. Hi, Jerry. You still look good. Victoria,
swestie, you forget to point out that | aso teach at
Chatsworth’s Comedy Traffic school every
Saturday morning. It’s on DeSota and Devonshire.
That paysfor my monthly smokes and scratchers.
Jerry, now that | febrezed my reading gasses, |
haveto say, you look alot like my ex-boyfriend,
M icheange, same potbelly. We dated in the
seventies. | was in my forties, but | looked good,
likealollypop. White stick with juicy hips. A
skinner and prettier version of Victoria

DONNA (CONT’D)
After six years of dating M ichelange hedidn’t

propose, but | was optimistic till the nineties.
(MORE)
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DONNA (CONT'D)
And by then hewas livingwith two exotic dancers
in Paris. Hewould say, “My sweet, Donna, we
were madefor each other. Our first encounter is
somethingyou'd find in aromance novd.” | knew
better, even back then. Our first time meetingwas
mapped, sketched, and outlined. He thinks we met
a acar show benefit in Beverly Hills. Thetruthis, |
was staking his ass ever since | spotted him getting
out of his 1965 M ercedes Benz a Beverley Hills
Hotd. What abeauty. The Benz..Not him. The car
show was for this fund-raiser for cancer or acohol
awaeness. Thedetalls areirrdlevant. He couldn't
take his eyes off of me. | was wearingthis Oscar de
laRentafur get-up... Tota fake, but he couldn't
tell... Back then | had no choice but to buy from
fleamarkets.... Basicdly, where the lower middle
class shop. (Points towards Audience) And, ladies,
we know men can't tell the difference between fake
M cQueen and the red shebang. And having boobs
that stick out like Scarlett Johansson in "Vicky
CristinaBarcelona' dways helps. Thanks to the ex
for these grapefruits. M ichelangelie came up to
me...| know what you're thinking, but his parents
wereinto thearts...Not in aphilosophica and
intellectud way, like those yuppies who sip ther
cappuccinos and get adl hot and heavy over thefal
of trueart. M ichedang€'s parents were more of the
Andy Warhol groupietype. So hesays, "Shopping
spree on Rodeo?' | said to mysdlf, "Donna, God
has findly been listeningto your prayers.” To tell
you thetruth between us grls, it doesn’t matter
that | hate cars. | hate engnes. | hate transmissions.
It doesn't matter that | don't know what acylinder
isor how many acar gets.
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Pause.

DONNA (CONT’D)
All that mattersisthat forty somethingyears ago
Micheange bdieved | did. People change.

DONNA (CONT’D)
My mother was thereason | landed myself my
Mickey inthe sky of Jaguar XJS . My mom went
from livingin acondo in SantaM onicato a gorgeous
housein Bel Air. She captured my stepfather who
was aretired executive consultant slash Rockefeller
type. When my step father was eighty-fivehe'd
regularly buy her escargot and Vaentino. What
more could agrl ask for? Want to know a secret?
Like somethingI'd only tdl fifty of my closest
friends? Get this. So, my stepfather was a
widower, and to prove hisloveto my mom he
went to the funera home where his dead wife was
buried and paid the grave digger twenty-fivek's to
dig her up, so he could take back her wedding ring
It wasn't even to propose. My mom and step pops
had dready been married for five months. It was
because my mom wouldn't shut up about his first
wife havingamore expensivering....If that isn't
love...So my mom told me, "Donna, think of
marriage as abusiness ded.... Would you go into
business with some sour patch in debt, who's hung
up on maintaining ahedthy relationship with afew
bratty kids?' No. My mother was awise
woman...l useto work. Teacher. What awaste of
time. Professors fail to mention that High School
teachers don't buy property in Los Angeles. They
rent crappy studios in Burbank. You think |
could’vetreated my daughter Dianeto dinners a
the Cheesecake Factory and still pay thewater and
eectricbill’? And | redlize no kid is perfect. But
mineis redly fucked up. Ever since shewas akid
she' s been obsessed with New York.
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DONNA (CONT’D)
Taks with afake New York accent. My daughter
has never left Cdifornia But regardless of my kid's
problems she still deserved her mother to treat her
once and awhileto acobb sdad. What’s that? Why
didn’'t | ask my mother for money ?If it were that
simple, don’'t you think I'd have donethat? You
Republican, rich bitch women want women like me
to do it dl and believe me, bitch, I’'m trying, but
fuck you if you think | don't deserve nice
things...Fuck you if you think I'm worthless
because I'm still on the hunt for aman with abig
spatulaand bank account. Thisisred life. That's
why I'm here...Tryingto gve unemployed women
the advice they need to survive. This shit right here
is Darwinism. You think | don't redize that
Michedangetraded mein for anewer modd after |
my lease expired? Speakingto you people, isnot a
tune up to build my self-esteem. My transmission
blew out years ago. I’'m hereto get you paid off.
Okay, go find that buyer. Fine |l will.

DONNA puts down thewakingcane. Sheis VICTORIA.

VICTORIA
That’s it for thefirst night of the Women's
Conference for Unemployed Nurses and Teachers.
Dr. Kumari Kashmiri will bein the lobby signing
her latest best seller Vaginas Are People, Too. There
is an open bar at the Shakey’s Pizzaacross the
street. Let me make one note about tomorrow
morning s meetings. UCLA professor Bonnie
Jackovitch will begn her tak “ Be a Gangsta
Teacher in the Classroom” a nine in the morning.
Not ten. And|’m sad to say our key note speaker,
Jodie Foster, will not be here until Sunday lunch.
Something about snakes on aplane. Besafe. And if
you can’'t be safe, get it whileyou can, and don’t be
sorry.
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THEEND
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