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Biology Colloquium: Friday, 2 December 2011, 2:00 pm in CR 5125 
 

“Fur vs. Blubber: A Comparative Look at Mammalian Insulation and its 
Metabolic and Behavioral Consequences” 

 
Heather Liwanag, Ph.D. 

UC Santa Cruz 

 
Invitation to Evolution-for-All Talk 

 An interdisciplinary group has formed to 
celebrate evolutionary thought across the 
campus. This group is sponsoring a talk, 
“It’s not all sex and violence: Human 
aggression and peacemaking in an 
evolutionary context,” by Dr. Agustín 
Fuentes, Department of Anthropology, 
University of Notre Dame. Talks in this 
series are meant to be accessible to all, 
assuming no specialized knowledge of 
anthropology, biology, or statistics. Please 
attend and tread paths between the ivory 
towers. The talk is this Wednesday 
November 30th at 12 noon, in the Whitsett 
room (on the roof of Sierra Hall, room 451). 
 
Oppenheimer to Participate in NSF 
Mentoring Workshop 

 Dr. Steve Oppenheimer has been 
invited by the National Science Foundation 
to participate in a workshop on fostering 
national strategies for mentoring students 
in science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM). The other workshop 
participants will also be distinguished 
professionals who have attained national 
status as mentors of the next generation of 
scientists. 

New Publication Gets Major Plug 

 Lisseth Haley’s M.S. thesis research, 
“Mating behavior and dual-purpose 
armaments in a camel cricket,” was 
recently published in Ethology. This paper 
is coauthored with her advisor Dr. Dave 
Gray. The prestigious journal Science 
immediately featured a news blurb with a 
link to a clip of interacting camel crickets 
based on the Ethology article. 
 
EDITORIAL: Registration Tips for 
Spring 2012 

—Paul Wilson 
 Because the state legislature has not 
increased funding for the CSU, enrollment 
is capped, despite the fact that more 
students are attending CSUN. This means 
students are being forced to take fewer 
units now than five years ago. With very 
few exceptions (primarily seniors already 
approved for graduation in spring 2012), 
students will not be allowed to enroll in 
more than 15 units, and the Department of 
Biology is not allowed to enroll more than 
980 full-time-equivalent students. That may 
mean that instructors will not be allowed to 
add more students to their rosters, despite 
having empty seats in their classrooms. No 
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one at CSUN wants to force these 
measures onto our students, but exceeding 
our enrollment caps will result in severe 
financial cuts to our university. The 
Department’s priority is to allow Biology 
majors to progress in their major. Don’t give 
up! 
 1. If you want to get into an apparently 
full class, email the professor and get on a 
waiting list. There has always been 
inefficiency caused by students taking 
seats and then dropping. If you’re on the 
waiting list, you might get a permission 
number after the first day of class. Tell the 
professor your class standing and your 
option (e.g., non-graduating senior, Med 
Micro Option). 
 2. For lower division students, consider 
taking a lecture/lab combo, often worth 4 
units, rather than two lecture-only courses, 
worth 6 units. In general, many 
sophomores would do better to take BIOL 
106/L or 107/L rather than two GE classes. 
Also, you do not need to take BIOL 106/L 
first before taking 107/L, so enroll in 
whichever you can get into now. 
 3. If you’ve passed BIOL 106/L and 
107/L, there are many courses to consider. 
Don’t be put off by a 400- or 500-level 
number. You might do better to take 
Entomology (BIOL 513/L) or Flowering 
Plant Systematics (BIOL 406/L) for 4 units 
rather than Evolutionary Biology (BIOL 322) 
+ Genetics (BIOL 360) for 6. Check out 
every open course. 
 By the way, if you are one of those 
students who signs up for a bunch of 
courses, or if you’re one who wants to meet 
the professors before you whittle down your 
schedule, then please consider dropping a 
course soon. Be realistic about how much 
you can take, and give up a spot so others 
can get a seat earlier in the semester. If 
you want to meet the professors first, do it 
before the end of the fall semester, not at 
the end of January. 

Presentations at the Neuroscience 
Meetings 

 Dr. Randy Cohen’s lab was well 
represented at this fall’s Society for 
Neuroscience meeting held in Washington, 
D.C. 
• Graduate student Brooke Van Kummer 
presented her research titled: “Analysis of 
the link between BDNF and exercised-
induced neuroprotection.” 
• Graduate student Sanda Oo and former 
graduate student Naghum Alfulaij 
presented their work: “Edaravone as 
treatment for oxidative stress in the spastic 
Han-Wistar rat.” 
• Undergraduate student Mary 
Kombazdjian and vivarium technician Toni 
Uhlendorf presented their work: “Possible 
neuroprotective effects of chronic ethanol 
consumption on the spastic Han-Wistar 
rat.” 
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