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Biology Colloquium: Friday, 3 February 2012, 2:00 pm in CR 5125

“Loopy Lungs in Birds and Crocodilians”

Colleen Farmer, Ph.D.

University of Utah

Evolution-for-all Talk: Friday, 3 February 2012, 3:30 pm in CR 5125

“The Classification of Organisms, Chemicals, and Artifacts”

Dr. Michael Ghiselin, Ph.D.

California Academy of Sciences

Prospective Profs Interview

The Department will be interviewing
candidates for two tenure-track jobs this
semester. The first three candidates will be
experts in cell or molecular biology. In the
coming week, Dr. Pavan Kadandale will be
speaking on Monday 30 January at 2:00
pm in EH 2132. Then Dr. Jonathan Kelber,
is speaking on Thursday 2 February at 9:30
am in CR 5122. Students are encouraged
to attend and provide feedback on the
candidates. The other candidates will be
announced week by week in Biosphere.

New Publication

The journal Insects has published
“Speciation, divergence, and the origin of
Gryllus rubens: Behavior, morphology, and
molecules” by Dr. Dave Gray.

Student Becomes Prof

Dr. Bridgette Froeschke has secured
a tenure-track job at University of South
Florida. Dr. Froeschke earned her M.S.
working on fishes with Dr. Larry Allen.

SICB Meeting

Students from Dr. Robert Espinoza’s
lab attended the annual meeting of the
Society for Integrative and Comparative
Biology.
• Beck Wehrle spoke on, “Why do lizards
lounge? The role of sociality in exchanging
microbial communities among hatchling
Green Iguanas.”
• Alissa Luken’s title was, “Temperature-
dependent sprint performance of nocturnal
and diurnal geckos: Does Dollo's law apply
to physiological traits?”
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Schiffman Discovers Alien Species

In November 2011, while botanizing at
the Sepulveda Basin Nature Reserve, Dr.
Polly Schiffman came across a weedy
little plant that she didn’t recognize.

She brought a specimen back to the
herbarium where she and collections
manager Dr. Jim Hogue tried to identify it.
But they were stumped.

So, Dr. Hogue sent the specimen off to
an expert at the herbarium at Rancho
Santa Ana Botanic Garden in Claremont. At
Rancho, the mystery plant was determined
to be Dittrichia graveolens (“stinkwort”), a
disturbance-adapted member of the
sunflower family and new invader in
California.

A native to Europe, D. graveolens has
already become an invasive pest in the Bay
Area and much of Central California. Dr.
Schiffman’s specimen is the first
documented occurrence of the species in
Los Angeles County. Given its invasive
nature, stinkwort will likely to soon be found
in abundance.

Summer Internships

What will you be doing next summer?
Thailand, Argentina, England, Boston,
Chicago, New York, and Huston are just
some of the places where CSUN students
have spend the summer working on
research projects in recent years. These
are paid internship and travel costs are
paid. You can earn while your learn! There
hundreds of research projects and sites.
Summer internships are for students who
want to pursue an advanced degree (M.S.,
Ph.D.) in science. Applications are always
required and the closing dates for
applications are from 1 February to 15
March. The MARC/MBRS office in EH 2128
has notebooks full of announcements. This
office is open from 9 am to 5 pm Monday
through Friday. Come on in and explore the
opportunities.

Dr. Cathy Coyle-Thompson, In
Memoriam

Dr. Cathy Coyle-Thompson was a true
CSUN Matador. She earned both her
bachelor's and master's degrees here. Her
advisor was former department chair Dr.
George Lefevre. She worked on the
genetics of fruit flies. After earning her
Ph.D. at UCLA working with Dr. Uptal
Banerjee, Coyle-Thompson returned to
CSUN and began teaching in 1995. She
taught a large variety of courses and was
especially adroit at teaching laboratory
techniques, including tricks she had refined
herself. She passed these techniques on
generously, and they were essential to the
success of many students in their research.
On 24 January, Dr. Cathy Coyle-Thompson
died. In the hours before an attempted
rescue surgery, she made several phone
calls to make sure her class would not go
untended, optomistic to the end.
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