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Biology Colloquium: Friday, 27 April 2012, 2:00 pm in CR 5125

“Mate Preferences as Traits and as Hypotheses about the
Form of Selection”

Rafael Rodriguez, Ph.D.

Department of Biological Sciences, University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee

New Publications

Former grad student and before that
undergrad Danny Green and Dr. Peter
Edmunds published “Spatio-temporal
variability of coral recruitment on shallow
reefs in St. John, US Virgin Islands” in the
Journal of Experimental Marine Biology and
Ecology.

Peter Holmquist, G. P. Holmquist, and
Dr. Michael Summers published
“Comparing binding site information to
binding affinity reveals that Crp/DNA
complexes have several distinct binding
conformers” in Nucleic Acids Research.

Dr. David Bermudes and colleagues
published “Optimizing liposomal cisplatin
efficacy through membrane composition
manipulations” in Chemotherapy Research
and Practice.

Marine MS Thesis Proposals

Forthcoming MS thesis proposals:
• Heather Hillard: 10 am Tuesday, 24 April
in CR 5201
• Sylvia Zamudio: 2 pm Wednesday, 25
April in CR 5102
• Lauren Valentino: 10 am Thursday, 26

April in CR 5201
• Michael Schram: 12 noon Friday, 27
April in CR 5102

Grad Students Funded

Jason Warner and Beck Wehrle and
were each awarded an Ernest E. Williams
Research Grant ($1000) from the
Herpetologists’ League. Jason’s proposal
was titled: “Cold-hardiness of liolaemid
lizards living along an elevation gradient
and Beck’s proposal was titled “Testing the
role of sociality in transferring digestive
microbes in hatchling Green Iguanas.”
Jason also received a Gaige Award ($500)
from the American Society of Ichthyologists
and Herpetologists.

Professor Clicks with 7th Graders

Dr. Mark Steele recently talked about
his research and what he does as a marine
ecologist to a class of enthusiastic 7th

graders at the Lawrence Gifted Magnet in
Chatsworth. Each semester Steele visits
Ms. Mia Kang’s gifted 7th graders, who are
consistently a great audience with lots of
excellent questions.
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Professor in Public Dialog

In response to an LA Times article on
how wildlands in the local deserts are being
developed for solar power, Dr. Paula
Schiffman wrote a letter to the editor,
which was published last week. Here it is in
its entirety:

“Southern California has many large,
empty rooftops that could easily support a
sea of solar panels. Exploitation of this vast
resource, which is already connected to the
grid, should be a top regional priority.

“Unfortunately, the decision-makers at
our utilities prefer to stick with an outmoded
business model that relies on corporate
point-source energy production, in which
solar power plants are substituted for coal-
fired ones.

“Why is the diffuse production of solar
power on urban rooftops in sunny Southern
California so difficult for utilities to
contemplate? Their nonsensical thinking
does not justify habitat destruction in our
deserts.”

Professors as Editors

Professors don’t only teach their
classes and live the good life. Many work
pro bono in various ways, for example, as
editors of scientific journals.
• Dr. Larry Allen is editor-in-chief of
Bulletin of the Southern California Academy
of Sciences.
• Dr. Steve Oppenheimer is editor of Acta
Histochemica, a journal, on structural
biochemistry, cell and tissue imaging.
• Dr. Robert Espinoza is an associate
editor of Cuadernos de Herpetología,
Frontiers in Aquatic Physiology, and
Herpetological Review, and a book review
editor for Copeia.
• Dr. Tim Karels is an associate editor of
Western North American Naturalist.
• Dr. Paul Wilson is book review editor of
The Bryologist.

Editing for a journal is a way that
established scientists “pay back” the
system, while sharing their expertise. In
turn, this helps keep them updated on the
latest research in their respective fields,
which they share with students in their
classrooms.

An Aggregation of Roundworm
Biologists

Dr. Ray Hong recently attended a
meeting on “The evolution of
Caenorhabditis and other nematodes” at
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory on Long
Island. He gave a talk on his favorite worm,
Pristionchus pacificus.

Hong says, “I came away very excited
about a new direction towards
understanding biology across different
levels of organizations, from molecules to
genes to orthologues, from populations to
species to phyla, and whole-genome
sequences from wild strains to laboratory
created recombinant inbred lines.”

The meeting brought together scientists
representing various specialties (e.g.,
nematology, population geneticists,
molecular biologists, evolutionary
biologists) fostering the exchange of ideas.
This meeting was the third of its kind and is
held every two years either in North
America or Europe.

Moving On

Postdoc Dr. Heather Liwanag recently
accepted a tenure-track assistant professor
position in the Biology Department at
Adelphi University in New York.
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