










 
 

 

be secondary among people whose t·ace identity 
was American Ind ian, Aleut, or Eskimo ot· Asian 
and Pacific Islanders. This meant that Hispanic 
members of those groups (primarily Filipinos 
and Guamanians) were included in the counts of 
these race groups but were subtracted from the 
Hispanic total count. 

T he Census Bureau publishes in its Summary File 
I even more detailed race counts, but mixed-race 
counts of the various categor ies are not g iven for 
these mot·e detailed groups. For this reason, popu
lation change maps of specific races like Ch inese, 
J apanese, Filipinos, and Koreans in Changing Faces, 
Changing Places used the si ngle-race counts from 
Census 2000, t·esulting in a slight underrepresen
tation on our maps. 

Change in Census Q uestions Regarding 
Hispanic Identity 

Sometimes subtle changes in the wording of 
questions can cause a change in the response 
rate and e ither an increase or decrease in the 
numbers of counted persons. For example, in 
Census 2000 the question on Hispanic origin 
was changed so that a lengthy list of coun
tries of origin did not appear after the Other 
Hispanic write-i n question. This apparently was 
the cause of a large drop in the reported counts 
of some Hispanic groups such as Dominicans, 
Salvadorans, and Ecuadorans, though, the total 
count of Hispanics was somewhat higher than 
expected possibly due to a better count in 2000 
(Suro 2002; Ramirez 2008). For this reason, 
maps showing popu lation change for Hispanic 
subgroups were not included in Changing Faces, 
Changing Places. 

Changes in Tract Boundaries 
and Group Q uarters Locations 

At the metropoli tan level, the census tract serves 
as a useful geographic unit for analyzing and 
displaying census data. However, between census 
dates, the boundaries of many tracts have been 
modified and, as a result, the population counts 
for the non-match ing tracts from one decade 
must be reallocated to match boundar ies of the 
second decade (Holt et a l. 2004). Particularly 
challenging for establishing common census 
tract areas for Changing Faces, Changing Places 
wet·e situations whet·e the 1990 census block 
boundar ies crossed Census 2000 tract bound
aries. This typically occurred in new suburbs 
constructed in the 1990s. Prior to 2000 th is 
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was open counu·y without the p hysical bound
aries normally requit·ed by the Census But·eau 
to define blocks, but with large-scale develop
ment new blocks and tracts had to be created. In 
those cases, the street and park overlays used in 
ArcMap and the printed Thomas Guide maps 
provided information as to whether or not there 
was settlement in those areas. 

One unexpected outcome of mapping population 
change data with dots in Changing Faces, Changing 
Places was the t·evelation of shifts of some group 
quarters populations (e.g. no n-housing units such 
as p risons, hospitals, dormitories, shelters, etc.) 
between adjacent tracts between I 990 and 2000. 
This was suggested by the presence of a census 
tract filled with red dots adjacent to a census tract 
filled with blue dots. In most cases these occur
rences happened where an jnstitution such as a 
college campus or prison was present and seems 
re lated to the way census maili ng addresses were 
allocated to blocks. The most notable example 
occurred in Los Angeles County in tract 9202 near 
th e community of Castaic where the count of 7 11 3 
prisoners in the Peter Pitchess Deten tion Center 
(the entit·e u·act population) was shifted into a 
residential tract to the west. Other shifts occurred 
at tract 5500 in the community of Norwalk where 
the count of 918 patients of the Metropolitan 
State Hospital was moved; at tract 2227 where the 
count of 2500 college students in dormitories at 
the University of Southern California was moved; 
and at tract 4024.04 where the count of 1200 
students attending California State Polytechnic 
University, Pomona, was moved. Another e r ror 
in tract 1152.02 in 1990 misplaced the coun t of 
1400 students attending California State University, 
Northridge. It is li kely the students used a campus 
mailing address, which placed them in a tract 
containing no dormitories. 

Once we discovered a few e r rot·s of this type, we 
used table PCTL6, Group Quarters Population by 
Group Quarters Type, from California Summary 
Fi le l to locate al l tracts with large group quarters 
populations and examined them for gains and 
losses of population between adjacent tracts (U.S. 
Census Bureau 200 Ia ). We shifi.ed the group quar
ters populations of these tracts back to the tract 
that contained the institution, which in neady all 
cases was the 1990 tract. Visually, the corrections 
removed isolated population losses ot· gains within 
more general patterns of gain or loss. 

Such errors may be common nationally and any 
map showing population change at the u·act level 
should be checked in areas where group quar ters 
are present (Scott 200 I). These shifts a re a real 
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problem for those using the census for a statistical 
analysi intended to measure change over time 
as the abrupt shift in tract population can lead a 
researcher to note significant changes when, in 
fact, little has occurred. T he problem is part of 
the larger issue of defining residence especially for 
those in group quarters that are counted as part 
of a local population ( ational Research Council 
2006). uch u·acts tend to presem atyp ical socio
economic data, and it may be useful to subtract 
them from the total tract po pulations when they 
repre ent a large pro portion of the total. 

Census 2010 
The race and Hispanic counts in Census 2010 
essemially will be like those in 2000 so that 
measures of change can be made conlidemly 
for the questions that are mailed to all house
holds on the "short form" questionnaire (U.S. 
Census Bureau 2008b). One small change that 
will occur is that the Other Asian, Other Pacific 
Islander, and Other Hispanic write-in catego
ries included a list of example answers similar 
to those presented in 1990. The lack of those 
examples in 2000 was thought to be partly 
responsible f01· a reduction in write-in responses 
previously recorded in 1990, and their inclusion 
in 20 I 0 likely could be a factor in increasing the 
reported coun ts of the write-in tabulations for 
the I is ted groups. Thus, any calculation of popu
lation count differences between 2000 and 20 I 0 
for the groups listed under the "Other" catego
ries may be inflated in 20 I 0. 

There is a major change for some variables such 
as ancestry, country of birth, or language spoken at 
home which were previously collected on a more 
detailed "long-form" questionnaire sent to about 
one in six households. The sample questionnaire 
will not be distributed at the 20 I 0 decennial census; 
it has been replaced by an annual survey of 3 mi l
lion addresses called the American Community 
Survey. Data will be released annually for geographic 
areas containing over 65,000 persons. T hey will 
be released as a three-year average for geographic 
areas containing over 20,000 persons and as a 
live-year average for areas containing fewer than 
20,000 persons. So far, one and three-year counts 
have become avai lable, with the live-yem· counts 
scheduled to begin release in 20 10. 

Although the American Community SUI-vey will 
provide population and socioeconomic variables 
similar to those of Census 2000, the estimates are 
from a smaller sample and will can-y a greater 
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sampling err01; especially fo r small-area tabu lations 
such as census tracts ( a tiona) Research Council 
2007; U.S. Census Bureau 2009). Other differences 
include the faCLthatthe live-year averages reported 
for census u·acts represent data collected over a 
live-year per iod rather than during a brief census 
data collection period. T herefore, a longer sam
pling time frame is involved . The Census Bureau 
suggests using the five-year data to represent 
change, and that mixing of data from one, three 
and live-year samples be avoided. Even though 
five-year average data wi ll be released annuall)•, 
measures of change should be reported at no less 
than five-year intervals tO avo id using overlapping 
years in adjacent time periods, though, statisti
cally, some overlap can be accommodated. Most 
reported values include a 90 percent sampling 
error or margin of eJTor which will be large•· for 
small-area geographic units such as census tracts. 
These appear in tables along with an e timate 
of the data value. Even less precision ex ists for 
smaller ubgroups of populations within census 
tracts (Wombold 2008a; Wombold 2008b). T hus, 
for smaller geographic unit such as censu tracts it 
may be reasonable to produce inset maps d isp lay
ing the error associated with census tracts along 
with the map of the census variable. 

Conclusion 
Dot maps have proved a most effective approach 
for capturing detailed va•·iations in population 
density. This same advantage applies when they 
are used to capture change data by means of dots 
of two different colors indicating a gain or a loss 
in the population. Though, the approach is rela
tively rare, recent examples of its use have been 
presented in East-West Gateway Coordinating 
Council (2002), Center fo r Urban and Regional 
Affairs (2003), and U.S. Departmen t of 
Agriculwre (2007). Dot maps showing change 
allow one to see in greater detail the size, loca
tion , and trend of changes occur r ing within a 
large population. They may also be an effective 
visualization tool for •·esearchers analyzing pop
ulation change within metropolitan areas since 
dot maps can suggest where erro•·s in the data 
have occurred. 

One of the challenges of mapping change is 
accounting for d ifferences in the methods of data 
collection and reporting which have occurred 
between census dates. The cartographer needs to 
check census reports for modifications that might 
affect the data of in terest and to be suspicious 
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of unexpected or unusual changes presented by 
the maps. However, we have found that mapping 
population change in this way is effective for getting 
a feel for what is happening in different parts of 
a city and its suburbs, a nd it does provide a view 
of population data , which enables greater under
standing of metro po litan areas. Mapping change 
by d ifferent colored dots as we have illustrated is 
easily understood, in add ition to eiTectively por
traying trends that are important in the lives of 
local people. 
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