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CORRECfiON 

Volume XXXVII included the article "On the 'con's in Deconstruction" 
by Deborah P. Dixon and John Paul Jones I I I. Unfortunately the name of 
the first author was omitted from the Table of Contents. 
We apologize to Dr Dixon for this error. 
The first page of the article itself carried the correct attribution (page 32), 
as does the listing on the website of the California Geographical Societyr 
- http:/ /www.calgeog.org/ 

The correct entry should have been: 

"On the 'con's in Deconstruction" 
Deborah P. Dixon and ]olrn Paul ]ones III Page 32 

ii 



CALIFORNIA GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 1998-9 

President 
Stephen Cunha, Humboldt State University, Arcata 

Vice President 
Carol Jean Cox, Sierra College, Rocklin 

Treasurer 
Bill Holder, Fountain Valley High School, Fountain Valley 

Secretary 
Marcia Holst rom, San Jose State University 

Editor, The Bulletin 
Jenny Zorn, California State University, San Bernardino 

Editor, California Geographer 
Ray Sumner, Long Beach City College 

Past President 
Stephen Slakey, La Puente High School, La Puente 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Joan Clemons, University of California, Los Angeles 

Mike Murphy, Gettysburg Elementary School, Clovis 
Emily Lieb, California State University, Fresno 

Bob Wallen, Mendocino College 
Richard Eigenheer, Kit Carson Middle School, Sacramento 

Linda O'Hirok, California State University, Los Angeles 
Carolyn Wharff, Mt. San Jacinto College 

Chris Lukinbeal, San Diego State University I UC Santa Barbara 
Christy Brenner, Saddleback College 

Matt Ebiner, El Camino College 

iii 



This volume is dedicated to the memory of 

Francis Harry Bauer ti998 

iv 



Slim Bauer in the field, Arn hem Land, 1972 
(photo Tom McKnig ht) 
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Me111.ories of Fran«:is Harry Bauer 

Tlzey call me 'Slim' because tlzat 's wlzat I ain 't. 

As I was assembling this Volume, I thought frequently of Slim 
Bauer, the man who introduced me to Geography. Earlier this year I had 
volunteered to i nterview Reg Golledge for the Australian Millennium 
Project, described here by Elaine Stratford. The more I learned of this 
project, the more I thought t hat they should consider i nterviewing Slim, 
who although American by birth, was certainly Australian by choice. I 
wanted to put his name forward after complet ion of my contribution.  

T he paper here by Deborah Kiersey also reminded me of Slim, as 
a member of the far-flung Sauerian school. I n  a small  t own in remote 
Northern Australia I had certainly felt its influence. One third of my 
i ntroductory year in Geography consisted of what would more rightly 
be taught now as anthropology - Australopitlzecus, Java Man, Peking Man, 
etc- were a part of my first year Geography course. 

T hen recently I was reading an authors' copy of Gentle Adven
tures: An Australian Driveabout - a "bit of bedside reading" by Joan 
Clemons and Tom McKnight completed after their latest trip to Austra
lia earlier this year, and noted t hey had stayed with Slim, at his home 
near Canberra. Tom had suggested some time ago that I should drop 
Slim a note, but somehow I never got around to it - too busy with 
editorial duties, teaching, and the general business of living. 

So it was with great regret that I learned from Tom, at the Flagstaff 
meeting of the Association of Pacific Coast Geographers, that Slim had 
suddenly passed away, just after moving north to Queensland.  During 
the long drive back to Pasadena, I decided t hat it would be appropriate 
to dedicate this volume of The California Geographer to the memory of 
Slim Bauer, and to include some personal memories. 

When I entered the University College i n  Townsville, Australia, it 
was so new and so small t hat there was a very l imited number of course 
options. Full-time first year students were required to take four year
long courses. T he first three were choices were made, but what to do for 
the fourth? I fancied Chemistry, but The Rules would not allow it ; so it 
was off reluctantly to Geography. 

T here I met Doctor Bauer, freshly arrived from California, who was 
T he Geographer. All Australians are, of course, interested in other parts 
of the world - it comes from the feeling of being so isolated, at the 
fringe. So an "exotic" American caught our interest. We innocents thought 
Slim looked funny, and moreover he was funny - he described himself 
as "pear-shaped", he spoke with humorous American colloquialisms -
"as useless as teats on a boar hog" - and he showed our small class the 
world. The slides for the geomorphology examples were from such far-
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away and fantast ic places as Ventura Beach, Colorado, Wyoming . . .  
Humor was one side of Slim, but he was also suclz a hard taskmas

ter. The College Library was lacking in printed resources, so Slim placed 
a number of his own books t here as required reading before the weekly 
tutorials - and to make sure we actually did the required reading, we 
had to sign an attached card when the Librarian issued each book He 
checked it too, and reprimanded any student who had not done the 
reading. 

A field trip to the Atherton Tableland remains indelible, especially 
the hard floor when we slept in a Hall at the Malanda Showgrounds 
after t rying ineffectually to warm our chilled bodies with cups of hot 
soup. Tea and scones en route at the home of the parents of one of our 
members - sugarcane farmers - their daughter Claire took five spoons 
of sugar in every cup - to help the indust ry. The Tableland itself was 
already familiar from family touring holidays, but we saw it now with 
new [geograph ic] eyes - examples of volcanic landforms, land-use 
changes, various economic activities such as dairying, timber produc
tion. 

Sometime during t his student year, Slim gave me a copy of a pub
lication he had written for the CSIRO (Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organization) - a n  historical geographic survey of 
white exploration and settlement of the Australian Tropics. I still have it 
somewhere among my papers, the old foolscap size is awkward to shelve. 
I read it t hen with fascination, part of the interest being the perceived 
romance of the fieldwork involved in touring the remotest outback. 
There was no overt suggestion t hat geography might be a career path, 
for any of Slim's students. I think we were all there by default. But I 
realize now t hat my own Master's field research, many years later, was 
somewhat similar to Slim's. 

I left the University College after one year for other occupations 
and interests, including the inevitable European working-holiday-and
tour, and soon lost touch with everyone from t hat brief period. When I 
decided several years later to complete my degree, the British had taken 
over Geography. Soon, I chose to take Geography Honours. Many years 
later I bumped into Slim at an airport, perhaps Brisbane and he intro
duced me to his new wife. Later, I read t hat he became Director of the 
new North Australia Research Unit in Darwin, but we never met again. 

This was all so far away, both temporally and spatially. But during 
the interview for my current position, at Long Beach City College, I was 
asked, u nexpectedly, what makes a good geography teacher. I answered 
unt hinkingly - knowledge, patience, humor, enthusiasm. Did I know 
such a person?, a panel member inquired. Yes, I realized suddenly, I was 
thinking of my first geography teacher in Townsville, Slim Bauer. 

rs 
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Hontage To 
A Quintessential Geographer 

An old-t imey geographer (i.e., before the q uantitative revolution) 
needed a suitable habitat, and Slim Bauer had one-the Aust ralian 
Outback-that suited him perfectly. Not t hat Sl im didn't have experi
ences in other venues-New York, California, New Zealand, Fiji, Singapore, 
etc.-but it was Australia in general and the Outback in particular that 
provided the arena for the bulk (no pun intended) of Slim's p rofes
sional. and some non-professional. activities. 

In the first place, he looked like an Outback type. A bald pate, 
of ten obscured by a bandanna handkerchief when he was in the field. 
A facial profile that resembled a loggerhead turtle. A pear-shaped body 
supported by massive legs that enabled him to wal k  all day (albeit not 
rapidly) without collapse. 

Slim loved the Outback, and met it on its own terms. He carried 
the proper tools of his trade in the pick-up or van that was his current 
vehicle-sleeping bag, camp stove, axe, shovel. chain saw, typewriter. He 
was a standard bearer in the long tradition of field geographers, taking 
notes all day and then organizing and typing them up each evening, 
of ten in front of the campfire. 

But Slim was as comfortable in the dusty archives as he was in the 
sandy desert. His writings are well balanced between physical and 
cultural geography; the sequent occupance of the Gulf of Carpentaria 
lowland or the geomorphology of Kangaroo Island were equally grist 
for his mill. This was in part a reflect ion of his geographic education. 
He was trained by or derived influence from a dist inguished suite of 
mentors and colleagues, including Carl Sauer, John Leighly, Oskar Spate, 
Joe Jennings, and Graham Lawton. 

My favorite vignettes of Slitn indude the foUowing: 

1) In preparat ion for my first trip to Australia, in 196 1 ,  Slim and 
Keith Thomson spent an evening in my West Los Angeles living room 
telling wild tales about the land Down Under, and doing all t hey could 
to confuse me about quids, bobs, and guineas. 

2) Slim taught for a while at Cal. State, Hayward, and his field class 
was the talk of the campus. It was a severely practical course. Court 
Wilmott still recounts with awe the Saturday morning exercise in which 
Slim drove the class vehicle (a Land Rover) into a marsh u nti l  it was 
thoroughly stuck in the mud. Slim then got out of the vehicle and 
reclined in the shade of a tree, telling the class, "Now extricate it:' 

3) Slim also taught for a couple of years at University of California, 
Riverside. One of the prominent wall decorations in his office was a 
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label for Swan Lager, which Slim at that time considered to be "the best 
bloody beer in t he world". When he left Riverside for another position, 
the students sponsored a farewell party, and decided they wanted to 
serve Swan beer. Somehow t hey found the telephone number of the 
General Manager of the Swan Brewery, and called him. 

As it turned out, the call awoke the G.M. at his Perth home at 2 :00 
A.M. The students told such a compell ing story, however, that he dis
patched via airmail a case of Swan to Riverside without cost, substan
tially contribut ing to the success of the party. 

4) I discovered Slim's virtual footprints very widely in the Outback. 
With remarkable frequency during a conversat ion with an Aussie, Slim's 
name would come up-with a dentist in Katherine, a garage mechanic 
in Boulia, a barber in Cloncurry, a publican in Tennant Creek. 

5) Slim and his beloved wife June got bogged one day on the 
Birdsville Track It was not mid-summer, but the weather was blisteringly 
hot, the bushflies were ferocious, and the mud was tenacious. It took 
about two hours of shovel work to break that vehicle free, and the 
photo t hat June took to record the final result shows a giant of a man 
stripped down to his Jockey briefs, covered from head to toe with mud, 
but with a triumphant smile on his face. 

6) After ret irement, Slim and June set up housekeeping in a lovely 
two-story home i n  the Canberra suburb of Hackett . Despite increasing 
distress from his bad hip, for years Slim kept up the ritual of bringing a 
cup of tea and a sliced pawpaw upstairs for June's breakfast in bed 
(except on the days that June brought breakfast to him). 

7) On several occasions in the Bauer living room I had consulting 
sessions with Slim in which we poured over his voluminous field notes, 
seeking to characterize a region or lay out a route to some place I wanted 
to visit. I particularly remember (perhaps because he introduced me to 
Bundaberg rum on that occasion) a lengthy consultation about the na
ture of the Barkly Tableland and the most feasible track from Mt. Is a to 
Borroloola. 

8) On one of our last t imes together, the McKnights and the Bauers 
set out from Canberra for a picnic in a lovely forest at Captains Flat. As 
we went down a narrow, steep decline, we found that a large tree had 
fallen across the road, completely blocking it. Fortunately, we were in 
Slim's vehicle, which was fully equipped. He pulled out his chain saw 
and i n  short order we were again under way for the picnic spot. 

Slim Bauer was a Yank who loved Australia as only a geographer 
can love a landscape. 

Tom McKnight 
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Fro111. Zoogeography to 
Ani111.al Geography: The Spatial 

Coltl.ltl.odifi.:ation of Ani111.als 

Chris Mayda 
Independent Scho�r 

Abstrad: Zoogeography developed as a Newtonian/Cartesian science in the early nine
teenth century as descriptive classification. After Darwin it evolved into biogeography, an 
explanatory, then predictive science, often aligned with and even indistinguishable from 
ecology. As a science, biogeography remains objective and remote from human interac
tion, using animals to forward anthropocentric concerns. Applied biogeography; led by 
ecologists, has studied distribution patterns altered by urban encroachment. 
Human/animal relations have been a concern for twentieth-century cultural geography, 
reflected in historical studies of domestication and in musings about current human I 
animal relations. The geography of domestic animals seldom considers animals other 
than as economic units or commodities. 
A subjective, humanistic and, at times, biocentric animal geography has been influential 
in widening the scope for some, but animal geography remains a science. I t  has been 
unable to wrench fn;;• of a purely analytic approach in favor of holism. 
An emerging animal geography furthers social theoretical concerns with little in common 
to zoogeographies other than still using animals as a commodity. It therefore remains 
within the Newtonian/Cartesian method of science rather than addressing the more 

holistic concerns of a complexity paradigm. 

Introdudion 
Every tool carries with it tlze spirit by wlziclz it lzas been created. 
-Werner Heisenberg 

I am tempted to give one more instance showing lzow plants and animals, remote in 
tlze scale of nature, are bound together by a web of complex relations. 
(Charles Darwin, Origin of Species, Owpter ii, 1 859) 

Animal geography is a neglected subsection of a discipline blinded to 
its own worth. The development of animal geography or zoogeography, 
depending where you stand on the scientific scale, reflects geography's 
mantra from eighteenth century listings to the currently hot social theo
retical concerns. The flow has been unendingly l inear, reasonable and 
commodified - bought and sold impersonally. Subject and object re
main detached within the Newtonian/ Cartesian paradigm, ignoring 
twentieth century constructions of the universe. The paradigm's clearly 
delineated l ines and borders only work on paper, in models, but not in  
a world filled with l ife, our most adamant nonlinear equation. Animals 
and humans can lack the rationality required to fol low a line, respect a 
border. Newly proposed animal "corridors," being pieced together to 
preserve ecologic diversity in the undeveloped hills of Los Angeles, will 
not answer extinction problems, as few animals have the rationality to 

1 



respect borders. Humans have the capacity for rat ionality, but also know 
when reason is not sufficient, when we need to reach beyond the ways 
we have been taught to think. Or at least I hope we know. Are we about 
synthesizing, connecting, and relating, or can we only analyze isolated pieces? 

Geographers have been stat ioned on a flat world term jir111a afraid of 
sleppi:1g off into the unknown. Shouldn't geographers be taking chances 
exploring the world? Challenging the world we know-reason and logic, 
for the unknown? Science cannot test all hypotheses for it is only pre
pared lo test the rational. And as humans are the only self-conscious 
and rational animals (as far as we know), t hen science is favoring only 
humans, and not looking at how all life need be balanced for the con
t inued enjoyment of this earth by humans. Geographers must be will
ing to step away and explore, a central tenet to geographic t hought .  
T his means taking the chance of falling off the edge of the world into 
term incognita. Taking a chance. Change. The story of animal geography 
epitomizes the controlling logic of modern and postmodern geography. 
It never leaves the flat world of linear geography. It has not  changed. 
Animals remain either as conveniences for human use, or within hu
man management - Control. 
Every tool carries with it the spirit by which it has been created. 

Roots 

Nineteenth century natural p hilosophers arranged l ifeforms into a sci
entific order with biogeographic classification. Biogeography explains 
the patterns of distribution of plants and animals, but focuses more on 
plant life than animal life. The Principles of biogeogmplry, (Watts 197 1 )  pays 
lip service to animal life, a mere twelve pages of a 400 page book are 
spent on animals. In Biogeography (Cox, Moore 1993) the emphasis has 
changed some, but still animals are secondary to ecology and plant life. 
The plants, soils and vegetation of phytogeography i nterrelate with the 
animal patterns of zoogeographic description to form biogeography. 
Animal geography and zoogeography are often used interchangeably 
but are here used with distinct meanings. Zoogeography describes the 
anthropocentric distribution of nonhuman animals, classifying the nine
teenth century Zeitgeist of growth, change and development of physical 
reality. In this paper, animal geography provides a postmodern theo
retical analysis of animals, representing a late twentieth century Zeitgeist 
of objective nomothetic equality. This paper hypothesizes that this is a 
transition rather than a radical break from Newtonian/Cartesian mod
ern science, and then proposes a dynamic balance incorporating both 
objective science and holistic synthesis for future study, thereby uni ting 
the Newtonian paradigm with the complexity sciences. The cores of 
both zoogeography and animal geography are Newtonian/ Cartesian in 
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their description. Twentieth century discoveries of the physical world 
regarding nonlinear and relativistic relations and a holistic point of 
view i ncorporating care have not been studied in these animal disci
plines. This paper examines the historic Newtonian/ Cartesian study of 
animals: zoogeography and social theoretical animal geography, fol
lowed with the possibilities for a more balanced synthesis intercon
necting and caring for all. 

Nineteenth Century Zoogeography 

The earliest geographies of animals focused on classification and envi
ronmental influences (Buffon 1 749, 1 83 1 ). Humboldt ( 1 850) and Ritter 
( 1 847) recognized the geography of animal distribution, but zoologists, 
ecologists and biologists had the greatest impact combining their study 
with geographic elements which resulted in zoogeography, the spatial 
distribution of animals. 

Early animal distribution studies relegated animals to in  situ centers of 
creation. But the n ineteenth century Zeitgeist evident in the ideas of 
Laplace, Hegel and Lyell, led to biologic evolution in Darwin's Tile Origin 
of Species ( 1 859). No longer with a single point of origin, Post-Darwinian 
animal distributions varied in space and time, accepting "deep time" 
theory (Gould 1 987) and becoming regional in their distributions (Sclater 
1 858, 1 863, 1 879, 1 883). 

With the acceptance of Darwin's evolutionary thesis, scientists inserted 
time into their reformulated distributions of animals. The acceptance of 
Hutton and Lyell's cyclical "deep time" extended world history from 
thousands into billions of years. "Deep time" added new dimensions to 
taxonomic zoogeography. Past and present animal distributions ex
plained dispersal historically (Murray 1 866; Huxley 1 868; Wallace 1 876; 
Lydekker 1 896; Heilprin 1 887). Regions varied in space and time for 
every animal.  Thus, no definitive boundaries marked where one animal 
began and another ended. Animal regions overlapped, fabricating a 
complex map with newfound dimensions. Late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century flora and fauna studies added depth to previous de
scriptions, patterns and spatial distributions, which not only explained 
zoogeographic distribution but the how and why of distribution pat
terns. They described a specie's relations to its surroundings and how 
dominant species competed within a niche (Wallace 1 876, Darlington 
1 957). As i ndicated in the opening quotation, Darwin hypothesized a 
shift from the Newtonian/Cartesian paradigm. He recognized the inter
relations of all things. However, this idea was too much for the nine
teenth century mentality barely able to accept dominion in the animal 
world, let alone finding themselves part of all  creation. Many, even to-
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day, cannot accept the web of "complex relations:' 

However; the need for a systematic study became obvious. Wal lace, en
couraged by Darwin, took on the systematics of " . . .  a kind of dictionary 
of the geograp hy and affinities of animals .. :' systematically organized 
and " . . .  scattered through hundreds of volumes (Wallace 1 876: xii,v. 1 ). 
Formerly, animal geography had described and classified selected ani
mals living in  certain areas (Murray 1 866). Murray's work, although 
admirable, was used by Wallace as an example of how only certain 
animals were treated systematically. Wallace recognized that a " . . .  uni
formity of treatment appeared to me essential. . . :'(Wallace 1 876: vii, v. 1 ). 
Wallace presented animal distribution in two ways, "geographical zool
ogy," the distribution of different groups, and "zoological geography," a 
regional division according to animal distribution. Wallace completed 
the first full-scale distribution of land animals in the world. These dis
tributi ons, broad regional patterns rather than local distributions, would 
evolve later as species geography - the geographical distribution of how 
species relate to each other and their ecology (Mayr 1942). Later, Wallace's 
subordination of zoogeographical facts to fixed regions would be called 
arbitrary and simplistic, creating an ever increasing complexity of dis
tribution, histori{ally, ecologically and regionally. In every s ingle in
stance there were exceptions to the rule, and for some time it seemed 
difficult or even impossible to deal with these apparent anomalies; i n  
fact, none o f  the proposed divisions into regions can be applied t o  all 
cases, even within smaller groups. (Ortmann 1902 :268) 

A small group of European naturalists favoring continental superiority 
described most early zoogeography. So, American zoogeographers were 
forced to come to the rescue of their continent providing new views for 
the Europeans to consider. This interest revolved around worldwide 
versus regional distributions. Thomas Jefferson came to the defense of 
American animals in his only book, Notes on the State of Virginia (1785). A 
century later, Charles Merriam created life-zones based largely on tem
perature, working to make plants and animals accordant to these re
gions (Stuart 1954). 

However, the American whose work would have the most impact in the 
twentieth century was George Perkins Marsh whose Man and Nature ( 1 864) 
presaged the conservation movement. Marsh surveyed global landscapes 
for environmental degradation and recognized the modifications of man 
and of animals on landscape change. He also was concerned with the 
fate of wild animals as humans proliferated and was one of the first to 
discuss l imit cycles. 
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"Although man never fails greatly to diminish, and is perhaps destined ulti
mately to exterminate, such of the larger wild quadmpeds as he cannot profit
ably domesticate, yet their numbers often fluctuate, and even after they seem 
almost extinct, they sometimes suddenly increase, without any intentional steps 
to promote such a result on his part "(Marsh 1864:76) 

Early twentieth century American zoogeographers focused on the de
tails of North American animal evolution (Ruthven 1 908; Tower 1 906; 
Matthew 1 91 5 ; Adams 1 904). After this initial  zoogeographic separation 
American and European study combined. However, description remained 
spatially static without an understanding of how these distributions 
occurred. The solution to this problem revolved around the contro
versy of Earth formation. Before acceptance of Wegener's continental 
drift theory and the 1 968 theory of plate tectonics, scholars could pick 
from a menu of evolutionary landforms (Heilprin 1 887; Ortmann 1 902; 
Scharff 1 91 1 ;  Matthew 1 91 5 ;  Huxley 1 868; Wallace 1 876). The posi tion of 
land was and continues to be very important to the zoogeographer. But 
turn of the century science, especially for those who su pported conti
nental drift, remained the same as today: The scientist used some facts 
to his advantage while ignoring other facts. This often led to unsub
stantiated inventions of animal dispersal (Scharff 1 91 1 ;  Arldt 1 907 ; Gad ow 
1 91 3). Zoogeographic reliability declined. Even if  drift did occur, it was 
long ago, and existing distributions of an imals and plants probably 
would not show it; they are too recent. Nevertheless Wegenerians tried 
to use them. Their method was to try to fit existing plant and animal 
distributions to Wegener's hypothetical patterns of land, and when a fit 
was found, to claim it as evidence that the ancient land existed. This 
method depends on an assumption which Wegenerians usually do not 
put into words: that animal distributions are more permanent than 
land, that animals move less than continents. If animals have not moved, 
the continents must have done so. But animals do move. (Darlington 
1 957 :607-608) 

Zoogeography reemerged in another guise - ecology. In the late nine
teenth century ecologic study included and often relied on geographic 
distributions of animals (Semper 1 88 1 ;  Newbigin 1 936; Clements, Shelford 
1 939; Allee, Schmidt 1 95 1 ). However, for some, ecologic animal geogra
phy was only a thinly veiled pretense of regional zoogeography with its 
emphasis on animal communities rather than the physical regions. Oth
ers, who considered themselves zoogeogra phers first,  and then ecolo
gists, contended that ecologic generalizations did not explain the spa
tial diffusion of animals (Darlington 1 957). Some combined ecologic with 
human, plant and animal colonization (Clark 1 927, 1 949, 1 956). Zooge
ography and ecology melded eventually creating island biogeography 
(MacArthur, Wilson 1 967). 
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Robert MacArthur, an ecologist, and Edward Wilson, a taxonomist and 
biogeographer, teamed up to com pose a "general theory" of biogeogra
phy, The T1reory of Island Biogeography ( 1 967). Their work built on earlier 
studies of the ecologic significance of islands (Lack 1 942; MacArthur, 
Wilson 1 963 ; MacArthur, Levins 1 964; Grant 1 965, 1 966; Hamilton, 
Armstrong 1 965). Although preceding studies had focused on water 
encircled islands, MacArthur and Wilson defined the nature of insular
ity " . . .  a universal feature of biogeography .. .  [that] applies i n  lesser or 
greater degree to all natural habitats:' (MacArthur; Wilson 1 967:3) These 
ideas of animal distribution were later used within urban planning. 

The first direct application of island biogeographic theory in urban plan
ning was to obtain an urban ecologic typology " . . .  predicting, m aintain
ing and enhancing urban environmental quality. ' (Brady et al 1 979) This 
was followed with regular sequels (Goldstein et al 1 983 ; Soule, Simberloff 
1 986; Bissell et al 1 987; Simberloff, Cox 1 987; Soule et al 1 988; Adams, 
Dove 1 989; Lyle, Quinn 1 991 ; Beier 1 993). These papers were anthropo
centric ecology in its most traditional form, with humans being the 
only animals taken into consideration. The focus was on formerly con
tinuous natural habitats fragmented by human encroachment. No men
tion was made of how the roles had been reversed: of a time when 
humans were fragmented or discontinuous in the landscape. The focus 
remained on how humans manage nonhuman species by mathemati
cal projections (MacArthur 1 972), zoning ordinances (Bissell et al 1 987), 
and "spatial patch a nalysis" Goldstein et al 1 983). Island biogeography 
continued interdisciplinary connections with urban theory, an orienta
tion that would become important in 1 990s animal geography. 

Animal description and explanation defined the first hundred years of 
zoogeography, weaving ecologic and geographic interpretations. Ani
mal distribution helped humans better understand the formation of 
Earth. Ecology was not as much about animals as it was about insepa
rable communities of plant and animal life and the balance needed to 
maintain human progress. Most ecologists studied animals to better 
understand humans, not to understand the interrelation of humans 
and the world. 

A More Subjedive Anilnal Geography 

As this traditional zoogeographic work continued, the Sauer-influenced 
Berkeley school created another focus. Several cultural geographers stud
ied animals and the environment, domesticated animals, and sacred 
relationships (Sauer 1 938, 1 94 1 ,  1 952; Fickeler 1 962; Epstein 1 962; Glacken 
1 967; Tuan 1 984; see also Ratzel 1 90 1 ,  1 91 2). Cultural pluralism and ac
knowledging the sacred nature of animals indicated a growing respect 
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for otherness. By looking outside Western culture, and following other 
influences, an ethic of care challenged a central zoogeographic ethic of 
utili ty. 

Cultural geographers also widened their point of view to include ani
mal relations among i ndigenous Africans (Adeola 1 992; Balakrishnan 
and Ndhlovu 1 992). Local hunters who are forbidden to hunt their tra
ditional game, resent the "exotic affluence" of western safari hunters as 
relations between different cultures and animals are questioned. The 
killed animal's soul is recognized and respected. Animals are not used 
for instrumental use alone, but instead, because they possess "magical 
powers:· Traditional healings and sacred nature become the new focus. 
In developed countries such as the United States of America, hunting is 
primarily for recreation, but in  Nigeria and most other African coun
tries it is more commonly for survival (consumption, healing, and pro
tection). (Adeola 1 992) 

Unfortunately, i ndigenous African focus on the sacred aspects of the 
hunt has been perverted when other societies are willing to pay high 
prices for the animals or their parts. The Newtonian/Cartesian way of 
thinking has influenced all societies today, and western ideas, foreign to 
other cultu res, have contaminated indigenous thought systems, as in 
Africa. The recognition of this contamination as an element inserted 
into a different cultural mi lieu is the beginning of understanding the 
effect of Western globalization on other cultures. To accept one aspect 
of Western culture begins to undo the core of previously inviolate sys
tems. Bringing a n  imported condition into an already complete system, 
creates a cancer, eating and destroying the original system. The inter
connections forming a cultural whole among many, are undone in the 
larger globally connected society. Tradition melts in the CNN air. Rec
ognition of these i nterrelations is the beginning of moving away from 
the isolation created by Newtonian/Cartesian systems. It is also the end 
of all pre-technologic cultures, forcing humans to be even farther from 
their animal instincts and emotions. 

Enlightenment science has not accorded animals any emotion. Science 
encouraged the separating mechanism of rationality to define humans 
from animals (Descartes 1 649, val .  5). But Clarence Glacken0 967), Yi-Fu 
Tuan ( 1 984) and J. B. Jackson (Landscape) were influenced by Carl Sauer 
In turn, Sauer was influenced by Jackson and by German geographers 
including Friedrich Ratzel (Sauer 1 964:1 55-6). 

The zoologically trained Ratzel approached anthropogeography with a 
clear geographic mind. In Antl!ropogeograpl!ie ( 1 9 1 2) Ratzel dealt with 
humans as others have dealt with nonhumans. What are the distribu-
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tion patterns? What are the environmental influences of "man's" eco
logic placement? Ratzel's polemical theory rivaled that of the sociolo
gist, Durkheim. And, in turn, Durkheim's static placement of social pat
terns was polarized by Ratzel's dynamic living organism. Ratzel treated 
humans zoogeographically as just another animal locating according 
to ecologic principles, separate from institutionalized creations. This had 
geographic importance as it placed "man" back in the physical world 
which was important to Ratzel as shown in one of his last works, Der 
Lebmsrnum ( 1 90 1 ). 

Der Lebensraum has been unduly criticized as sponsoring German impe
rialism. However, it was an expression of a belief in biogeography on 
which Ratzel was focusing during his last  years, as evidenced by the 
complete title of the piece Der Lebmsrnum. Eine biogeogmpl! iscl!e Studie (Liv
ing Space: a Biogeographical Study). This is not at all an admission of 
determinism, but a pondering as to whether the development of bioge
ography with fts emphasis on plant and animal distributions, and the 
constant movement of, and adjustment between different species, was 
not the critical link between physical and human geography. (Wanklyn 
1 961 :4 1 -42) Ratzel would die before he could develop this theme; how
ever; the translation of his work to English will offer avenues for further 
study in geography and biogeography rather than the sinister implica
tions of determinism. 

Within scientific study dualism placed animals as either subjects or 
objects, but seldom wit h  any sense of equality or even superiority. How
ever; J. B. Jackson's Landscape began to question Western beliefs and for
ward other systems (Dunbar 1 970). Insights toward animals were seen 
through the eyes of Hindus, Buddhists and the Jains, who practice al! imsa
a prohibition against killing all creatures. Animals were recognized as 
sacred when compared with the Muslim, animist or Christian cultures 
where the wild animals of lndia were killed to extinction. Animals were 
considered as thinking, a radical view, when few scientists allowed emo
tions or sentience to animals. 

The close human alliance with pets led people to believe that animals 
did have emotions and feelings, unlike what science was telling them. 
Science has not encomaged human emotion or free-range thinking, 
but instead rationality, a defining feature used as a separation of hu
man from animal. Enllightenment science did not accord animals any 
emotion, preferring to equate what might be emotion to the "woman
ish sentiment" of anthropomorphism . 

... [Slcientists are fearful of being accused of anthropomorphism, a form of scien
tific blasphemy. Not only are the emotions of animals not a respectable field of 
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study, the words associated with emotions are not supposed to be applied to 
them ... very few scientists have acknowledged, researched, or even speculated 
about animal emotions. So persistent are the forces that militate against even 
admitting the possibility of emotions in the lives of animals that the topic seems 
disreputable, almost taboo. (Moussaieff Masson, McCarthy 1 995) 

While not directly studied by humanistic geographers, the subjective, 
or emotional, l ife gained validity focusing on specifics and particulars 
rather than the generalized theories of spatial organization. Though 
humanistic geography attempts human meaning and value, its param
eters can now reach beyond. The emotional l ives of animals interrelat
ing with humans are now discussed subjects regardless of their verboten 
nature i n  Cartesian-times-gone-by (The work of Griffin 1 984, 1 992; 
Moussaieff Masson, McCarthy 1 995 ; and Haraway 1 989, 1 99 1  represents 
this new trend in fields outside geography). This discourse constantly 
questions the core of Western logical order. As humans have had to give 
up status boundaries between themselves, the next logical extension of 
boundary is to l ife that is not human. At what point do humans be
come animal, or animal human? Is the line so easily drawn that we can 
be cruel to an animal but say i t  is unacceptable to a human? And what 
is cruelty to animals? Is it keeping and breeding animals, as pets, as 
livestock? Is it keeping them in cages, no matter how "natural" or "prof
itable" to their habitat? 

Cruelty to Aniinals 

The focus on humans' benefits meant that understanding animal l ife, 
environment, distribution and habitat remained ancillary to human 
concerns. Animal research and vivisection have always been a part of 
human curiosity. While research on live humans has been morally re
pugnant, animals h ave been freed from moral concerns by men like 
Rene Descartes who considered animals as automatons without soul or 
feeling. But others, including Jeremy Bentham, could only ask of ani
mals "Can they suffer?"(Bentham 1 789). Bentham was not only inter
ested i n  animal suffering but was able to envision the effect of health 
reforms. His early ruminations were answered by the 1 876 Cruelty to 
Animals Act and the formation of several Victorian groups who favored 
more compassion than the Kantian view, that animals are merely as a 
means to an end. Animal humane societies also spawned public inter
est in the form of novels such as Black Beauty 0 878) where the animal is 
subjected to both bad and good masters, playing on the public's emo
tions and sentiments. 
But for those who 'felt' for the animals, either through rationalization 
(Regan 1 983) or anthropomorphism, science maintained an analytic 
mentality toward the feel ings of animals. In England, Claude Bernard, a 
pioneer i n  animal physiology, continued to accept the Cartesian au-
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tomaton ideal for animals, dissecting them without anesthesia. The con
cerns about cruelty to animals would affect zoogeography and animal 
geography i n  the ways that we treat captive wild animals and domesti
cated animals. Their places in  the landscape were altered as public sen
timent and then scientific rationale shifted. The focus of zoogeography 
remained " . . .  how best to manage the planet to ensure its future, and 
with i t  our own:' (Cox, Moore 1 993). Seldom have zoogeographers been 
able to focus solely on "a needed appreciation of animals as a n  element 
in  the landscape:' (Bennett 1 960) 

Captive Wild Animals - The Zoo 

Rural society had regular contact with animals. But as urban society 
formed as a market economy, we became more alienated from animals 
except as pets. Humans and animals were at opposing dualistic poles. 
Wild animals became the exotic within urban realms, often housed in  
the menageries of  rulers who needed to display their power. 

The threat of bison extinction forced zoos to evolve from the exotic 
menagerie into places of existence and breeding in the nineteenth cen
tury. Since then, conditions have changed from cramped and barred 
cages, where one Sunday's outing choice might be the zoo to see the 
wild animals eat, or Bedlam, to watch the "wild" humans (Tuan 1 984). 
The mid-twentieth century animal was still presented in tidy zoogeo 
graphic categories, separated from their environment, ecology, preda
tors and prey. As humans in general became at least superficially seen 
as equal in the late twentieth century, attitudes also changed toward the 
captivity of animals. Zoos have become simulacra. Animals are now 
housed to look like they are in their "natural" environment, next to but 
separated from their predators, but stil l  limited in their range and habits. 

Horowitz (1 98 1 )  introduced critical nineties issues about animals' reac
tion to their artificial zoo environment, their companions (or lack oO, 
and the interactive behavior of humans and nonhumans. The talk was 
of the animal's value for itself. Horowitz wrote of imperial ist power, 
racism and how they influenced the zoo, ideas which would later be 
repeated (Allen et al 1 994, Anderson 1 995). 

Imperialism of the late nineteenth century shaped ideas regarding the 
protection of wild animals in zoos or in national parks. Sometimes, 
nonwestern "primitive" humans, were considered the same as animals. 
In Serengeti National Park in Tanzania the British, wanting to maintain 
their socially constructed Eden, categorized Africans "as  part of the 
fauna:'(Neumann 1 995) The Bronx Zoo, an early twentieth century state 
of the art for zoos, "hired" a pygmy in 1 907 to spend time in the chim-
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panzee enclosure. Protests by Blacks ended the display, but not the hi
erarchical relationship with chosen humans at the apex. Soon human 
destruction and animal power replaced the format of zoo displays as 
perspectives changed. Zoos continue to change today, driven by social 
construction of nature, ecosystem management and social theory (Allen 
et al 1 994; Anderson 1 995). 

Zoos have traditionally been about wild animals. Zoogeographic litera
ture discusses wild animals over the familiar, pets and livestock, which 
have their emerging literatures, though of entirely different types. Pets 
are mostly the subject of other disciplines, while livestock, in its rare 
appearances in geographic l iterature, are either historic, regional or eco
nomic. 

Domesticated Animal Geograplry .. . a dog, wlrose great-grandfather was a wolf . . s/rowed 
a trace of its wild parentage only in  one way, by not coming in a straiglrt line to Iris 
master when called. (Charles Darwin, Origin of Species, Chapter viii, 1 859) 

Livestock 

Livestock are not studied for their relationship to the landscape, but are 
attachments of the human landscape, either as part of the developed 
world's meat machine, or as part of the other developed world's chang
ing pastoralism,. Animals are objects destined for human use. Nothing 
has been written about why livestock are where they are or their "natu
ral" habitat. Instead livestock are placed on the landscape for specific 
economic reasons. The relocation of animals on the landscape has been 
long practiced and taken for granted. Today the methods of relocating 
animals have been applied to human relocation. Refugees are no longer 
relocated to their cultural preadaption to areas, but for economic and 
political reasons. Today both animals and humans are located on land
scapes without any heed to their specific subjective needs. Though we 
continue to support a hierarchy of some humans over animals, other 
humans a� now treated in much the same way we treat animals-as 
commodities-quantified not qualified. 

The emphasis in the scant literature of livestock geography has been 
economically motivated (Page, Walker 1 991 ), or descriptive (Fielding 1 962; 
LeHeron 1 988; Hart 1 991 ; Mattos Uhl 1 994), or historic (Glacken 1 967; 
Klassen 1 990; Overton Campbell 1 992; Jablonsky 1 993 ; Jordan 1 993 ; Pryor 
1 996). Livestock are only briefly mentioned in the extensive agro-in
dustrial geography of Page and Walker ( 1 991 )  and then as the raw ma
terial for meatpacking or hide-tanning. Other geographic foci have been 
animal husbandry in foreign or less developed nations or regions (Pol
lard 1 980; Turner 1 993), including a combination of third-world animal 
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husbandry along with first-world cost-benefit analysis (Godoy 1 996). 
Several geographic elements are not considered in livestock li terature. 
These include the physical location and human reasons for choosing an 
area along with the cultural meanings and specific spaces of livestock 
intensity, and the subjective reaction to location choice by the increas
ingly polarized extremes of intensive livestock production. The polar
ization reflects a media-driven sound bite mentality that does not have 
time for "truth," but only the extremities. Gross individual events are 
blown out of proportion on one side, while the other side blames con
sumers for their capital intensive profit taking. 

For example, intensive hog production in the Texas/ Oklahoma Pan
handle region has recently mushroomed due to economic, physical, 
human and cultural influences mixed with international trade and tech
nology. The perception of the industry has become controversial with 
fearful extremists catching the media eye as corporations maximize profits 
while both animals and humans are exploited in the name of keeping 
the consumer satisfied. 

Industrialized livestock production has both physical and animal geog
raphy elements. Neither has received the attention this industry war
rants, as it represents human hope and despair in the carcass of a dead 
cow or pig. Landscape published an editorial in response to the publica
tion of Ruth Harrison's Ani1 1 1al Macl!ines (1 964). Both the article and the 
book introduced the idea of intensive animal  husbandry, an idea that 
has become rule rather than exception. The article considers both hu
manitarian and economic issues through a scientific analysis and a 
farmer's points of view. 

After Landscape there was a dearth of geographic interest in industrial
ized production of meat until Michael Broadway's inquiry in the late 
1 980s into the changing landscape of rural mid-west America through 
the importing of foreign labor in the meat-packing industry (Broadway 
1 987, 1 992, 1 995; Broadway, Ward 1 990; Broadway, Stu l l  1 99 1 ;  Griffith, 
Broadway, Stull 1 995; Stull et al 1 990). 

Social theoretical animal geography considers livestock in an article on 
the rapidly changing hog production market (Ufkes 1 995). The "value
based" economics of a leaner and more efficient pork machine, require 
confined and physiological refigured 'farrow to finish' hogs. To "build a 
better pig" producers add enzymes, amino acids, antibiotics, vaccines 
and medications. Foreign trade agreements now back the shipped, boned 
and vacuum-packed pigs to global markets. Producers, driven by com
petition are tied to agro-industrial complexes. They seek ways to cut 
costs by re-designing the interior geography of the pig. They use immi-
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grant labor. The animal is cost-benefit analyzed as a profit or loss and 
noth i ng more. Its l ife, and its bodily configuration are fashioned to be 
the centerpiece for a human table. The animal geography of meat treats 
the map of meat as territory not l ife. In social theoretical animal geog
rap hy this chilling information is delivered sans emotion or human 
feeling. 

Cattle, hog or poultry production has received little care in geographic 
literature. Other published livestock l iterature of i nterest to geographers 
has focused on animal rights (Singer 1 975), an industry wide appraisal 
(Rifkin 1 992), and eco-feminism (Gruen 1 993 ; Davis 1 995 ; Luke 1 995). All  
want  to lessen suffering and improve the lot of animals, though some 
still have an eye to profit motives (Rollin 1 995). 

In agriculture l iterature livestock are discussed geographically and en
vironmentally, but the geography is secondary to animal welfare, envi
ronmental and economic concerns (e.g. Fontein et al 1 994; Skjerve 1 994; 
War an 1 995 ; Williams 1 995 ; Abbozzo et al 1 996; Benjamin 1 997). 

Pets 
A robin redbreast in a cage, 

puts all heaven in a rage. 
(William Blake, Auguries of Innocence, 1 800) 

Pet literature has been a mid-twentieth century phenomena. Serpell 
( 1 986), a zoologist, noted the disinterest in pets as he began his book 
(e.g. Lorenz 1 954). However, as he wrote, pets became marketable (Singer 
1 975 ; Campbell 1 984; Thomas 1 983 ; Jasper, Nelkin 1 992; Midgley 1 983). 
Today many people treat pets as members of the family and anthropo
morphize a pet's responses. Domesticated animal geography is set within 
civilized society and has little relation to "natural" distribution. 

Geographic literature on the space and place of pets is slim. Tuan ( 1 984) 
wrote about the "making of pets," and about the humans' need for 
dominance. He focused on sacred animals, exotic, divine creatures fol
lowing a multi-cultural journey from "tamed," to food deprived, "until 
they became thin shadows of their former selves:' (Tuan 1 984:84) Tales 
of various cultures create animals that "kneel in docility and thus [are] a 
fit companion in a perfect world:' (Tuan 1 984:85) The Western world's 
lavish care on pets, at the cruel expense of neutering, are done to fur
ther "human pleasure and convenience:' (Tuan 1 984:88) 

Another short but, as it turns out, pivotal piece of animal geography is 
Walch and Rowe's ( 1 992) "Companions in the Park" in  Landscape. This 
article signals Walch's shift of focus from the human other of urban 
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planning to the other, the animal (Dear, Wolch 1 987; Wolch, Dear 1 993). 
Wolch embarked upon what would become a central concern, animals 
in an urban environment. In this seminal article the authors appraised 
the loving bond of companion animals and humans within an urban 
setting, a dog park in Los Angeles. Wolch and Rowe, thus began an 
animal oriented urban planning. 

While geographic literature is light on pets and livestock, other journals 
meet some of these needs (e.g. Anllzrowos: A multi disciplinary journal of tile 
interactions of people and animals; or Society & Animals: Social scientific studies of 
tile lluman experience of otlzer animals). These journals have articles of inter
est to animal geographers, by providing new pet and livestock infor
mation and signal work done in fields to which geographers might not 
be party. A recent Anll1rowos featured articles on "Humans and farm 
animals" (Rowan 1 996), and "Human ecology and the evolution of live
stock" (Hall 1 996) along with several articles on human-companion ani
mal relationships - all of which reflect new directions in animal geogra
phy. 

Sodal Anintal Geography 

A holographic simulacra, the 'new' animal geography-social-an imal 
geography- is rooted in  postmodern thought and social theory. Human 
geography now extended to another other, the animal. Social theory 
drives this geography, especially around ideas of social construction of 
nature (Haraway 1 99 1 ;  Evernden 1 992; Plum wood 1 993; Demeritt 1 994). 
Age of Enlightenment nature was constructed with a particular sense of 
order, now challenged by other orders. The new social-animal geogra
phy, by seeking to erase the lines between animal and human, crosses 
into unknown territory. The order is challenged. Now, deciphering these 
issues has fallen to postmodernism. What is the order found crossing 
the line? What does it mean? 

Postmodern geographers have "found" the bemoaned "lost core" of ge
ography through the device of social theory critique. But it is a troubled 
core, spatially fragmented and boundaryless. In deconstructing the 
modernist myth it created a new myth, that of the postmodern, where 
both time and space become the axes of power, separate and distinct 
axes, rather than relative (Dear 1 988; Soja 1 990; Gregory 1 989a, b). 
Postmodern work allows the voices of many theories to be heard, but at 
the same time seeks to "control the discourse," (Livingstone 1 992:304) 
without changing the balance or type of power. Control is still  modus 
operandi. There is no radical break with the previous order, but there is a 
transition. 
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Traditional animal geography dealt with animals separate from human 
influence. Animals in biogeographic discourse are not discussed for thei1 
own anima, but i nstead in relation to other problems of geographi< 
inquiry, as Earth formation, migration patterns or economic importance 
of livestock. To day's social-animal geography seeks to find the rights ot 
animals now freed from the anthropocentric grasp where "capitalist 
social relations . . .  have converted animals into resources and led to the 
reconceptualization of the animal world as commodities to be con
trolled and consumed . .  :'(Wolch, Emel 1 995:632). This animal geography 
is trying to care for the animal. Trying. The emphasis has changed, but 
animals are still a secondary issue to the more pressing issue of current 
postmodern social theorists, the envisioning of a world re-created 
through the objective and detached eyes of theory. 

Social-animal geography is a recent form of social theory. Ecofeminist 
preoccupations of oppression due to race, class, gender and species con
sumes this human/ animal geography. It also has roots in urban theory 
and resource management. Only a land bridge, island biogeography, 
provides the l ink between the past and the present animal geography. 
Species are provided access throughout the urban landscape by a sys
tem of "managed corridors:' Restoring the lost interaction between ani
mals and humans through a logical planning system of both human 
and nonhuman species is the ultimate hope. But the inclusion of ani
mals i n  social theory is a one-sided proposition. Now all animals, in
cluding humans, are spatially commodified, "managed" into a specific 
order, and expected to rationally do what the theory says. 

The new animal geographers are concerned with animals, but not from 
any "wom anish sentiment" or "dangerous anthropomorphism" which 
woul d  rely on emotion and feelings (Walch, Emel 1 995). Jennifer Walch 
extends her ideas from the previously mentioned Landscape article to 
involve all animals within an urban setting. Her aim is to "foreground 
an urban theory that takes nonhumans seriously' (Walch 1 995) Though 
championing social theory (Walch 1 995; Walch, Erne! 1 995; Walch Emel 
1 997), she also favors a nonhuman animal theory that questions 'tradi
tional' postmodern concerns. The approach favors a pluralistic anti
anthropocentric, anti-patriarchal, "remapping the moral landscape" by 
deconstructing the human/ animal divide (Wa lch, Emel 1 995). Walch 
shares the previously mentioned socially constructed vision of nature, 
only this time, nature includes animals who have been left out of most 
nature discourses (also noted by feminist Noske [ 1 994)). This multi-dis
ciplinary approach, now including geography, brings animals back into 
the space of the city. Others have joined in this movement as Philo who 
feels that animals need a " ... (re)inclusion of them in contemporary hu
man-geographical theorizing and research" (Philo 1 995 :678). 
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Human geographic thought now will include animals as another com
modity, j ust like humans, rather than only use them as instruments. 

Anderson ( 1 995) applied an abstract framework of terms and meanings 
to the socially constructed landscapes of zoos. The argument is that 
zoos are a boundary making device that defines and orders our cultural 
relation to nature through the medium of animals. Her work is aligned 
with others who also are 'reinterpreting nature' (Fitzsimmons 1 989, 
Simmons 1 993). She and Wolch share similar ideas, including accep
tance of dualism, both human/animal and human/nature, and the 
commodification of animals. However, the deconstruction of zoos and 
the ' inclusion' of animals are never re-constructed. The human/ animal 
divide is revealed but now what? Animals arc revealed as commodity 
and remain so, as no alternate vision is suggested. 

Anderson, Philo and Wolch address ' inclusion' of animals within social 
theory, as if the animals could express these feelings themselves. The 
problem is that humans do not know the "inner experience" (Philo 1 995) 
of nonhuman animals. Can humans cross this boundary? Where does 
one draw the line between the two, and upon what criteria? (Wolch 
1 995). 

Social-animal geography places its money on the continuation of pure 
rationality to further causes, i.e. social injustice. Emotion plays no part 
in social-animal geography. I nstead, a cursory recognition applauds the 
efforts of those who have brought emotion i nto the realm of science 
(Wolch, Emel 1 995). Their rational analysis brings them to yet another 
commodification of animals. They respect animals, but cannot afford to 
see past human lru/Jris, to what the problem is and go to the core. The 
social-animal geographer chooses to "control the discourse," rather than 
deal with pragmatic population issues, quality of l ife, and the effect on 
environment. By maintain i ng control, social-animal  geographers 
commodify not only animals but humans as well. Nothing is outside 
the theory. 

What animal geography has never done is to look at the animal doing 
the writing and ask the hard questions. Is there a connection between 
human population quadrupling in the past century and the sudden 
concern with other species endangerment and extinction? Why do we 
think and theorize about managing the populations of every animal 
except the rational animal? 

Animal geography has been about giving numbers, about classifying 
animals in their places, reflecting the growing n ineteenth-century con
cern for the assembly-line order of the industrial revolution. Social-
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animal geography reflects millennial concerns, by relying on an in
creasingly distant and citation oriented detachment with the objects of 
desire. I t  tries out theories but does not believe in anything beyond 
what science has "proved:' It remains unabashedly Newtonian/ Carte
sian devoid of the faith in soul.  Theory has no foundation when anima 
is not present. The social-animal geographer's reliance on theory is a 
valid exercise in extending the rights of those who have been tradition
ally denied justice in the existing system, but there is no evidence of 
faith, compassion, no evidence of spirit, the anima of life. When you 
have faith, when you believe, when you feel-you care. 

Caring is expensive. Care is not available at Costco in neatly wrapped, 
but Teflon-coated consumer packages. Care cannot be discounted. Care 
goes b eyond the linear, efficient answers of theory. Ask any mother. 
Rationality is a fine order, but it has not had room for caring. Rational
ity is not the only order, but it is the simplest order. Caring involves 
much more. Caring involves thinking about all the implications of move
ment, i f  that is even possible. Caring is difficult and complex and never 
easy. One cannot care or love one being, and not find room to love all 
else connected to that entity. They are not separate, as much as we 
might l ike to make them so. Occam's Razor is dull .  Simple answers are 
not necessarily right. It is time to fall off the edge by asking complex 
questions, or give complex answers. Few geographers have been ready 
to address what many in other disciplines have (e.g. Heisenberg 1 971 ; 
Schumacher 1 975 ; Roszak 1 978, 1 994; Simonton et al 1 978; Prigogine, 
Stengers 1 984; Margulis, Sagan 1 986). Efficient, technologic freedom is 
where we have been. Our society reflects its spirit. And all animals suf
fer its lack of spirit.  

Every tool carries will! i t  ti re spirit !Jy wl!icl! i t  l ias bcm created. 
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Madness as Method in Ireland: 
Learning FroiD Sauer and Le Guin 

Deborah ]. Keirsey 
Department of Geography and Anthropology, Louisiana State University 

Method is whatever you need to use for the end you are trying to reach. 
- Carl 0. Sauer ( 1 961  kited i n  Newcomb, 1 976)) 

Apollo, tire god of liglrt, of reason, of proportion, harmony, number - Apollo blinds 
tlrose who press too close in worship. Don 't look straiglrt at tire sun. Go into a dark 
bar and /rave a beer witlr Dionysios, every now and then. I talk about tire gods, I am 
an atheist. But I am an artist too, and therefore a liar: Distrust everytlring I say. I am 
telling the trutlr. Tire only trutlr I can understand or express is, logically defined, a lie. 
Psychologically defined, a symbol. Aestlretically defined, a nretaplwr. 
-Ursula K. Le Guin ( 1 976). 

Introdudion 

This paper discusses the i nherent potential of field work, at least in the 
"Berkeley School" tradition of cultural geography, to be something more 
than a truth-seeking method. For example, it  can also be an opportu
nity to experience living "by one's wits" and taking risks in strange and 
perhaps hostile environments. I will explore the extent to which tradi
tional attitudes about field work in cultural geography might be up
dated to accommodate uncertainties in expected outcomes that charac
terize contemporary times. I intend to accentuate the adventurous rather 
than the arduous nature of cultural geographic field work in post-in
dustria l  times and places. To achieve wider acceptance of this potential 
today, I encourage human geographers-and particularly female cul
tural geographers-to continue expanding the meanings, possibilities 
and purposes of what presently counts as legitimate scholarly inquiry 
in the field. To facilitate expansion it may help to revisit the circum
stances and conversations extant at the time field work emerged as the 
prominent method of scholarly inquiry with the arrival of Carl Sauer 
0889-1 975) at the Berkeley campus in 1 923 . It is there, in the past. that 
we can identify both a precedent and an inspirational link towards 
promoting a more radical role for field work in cultural geography in 
the present. 

I offer here more as reminder than as revelation that Carl Sauer, founder 
of the Berkeley School tradition, initially envisioned his cultural geog
raphy as a "course of inquiry that does not need to restrict itself to the 
straits of rationalism" (Sauer 1 925 :53). I interpret this statement to be a 
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neglected core theme in the Berkeley School tradition that establishes a 
precedent for cultural geographers to always think about expanding 
the l imits of their scholarly inquiry. For an inspi rational l ink between 
Berkeley School cultural geography as it once was and what it might 
become, I will elaborate on the apparently overlooked, ironic, and thus 
far unexploited connection between Sauer and the contemporary femi
nist writer Ursula K. Le Guin Cb. 1 929). 

Sauer's alleged anti-modernism and relativist proclivities for interpret
ing pre-Columbian culture worlds and mind-sets (Speth 1 987:29) are 
compatible with the spirit of Le Guin's alternative culture worlds and 
mind-sets. What makes the Sauer/Le Guin connection ironic is that 
Sauer, who once "forgave" one of his brightest students for being a 
woman, might somehow be l inked by a woman geographer (myself) to 
Le Guin in order to inspire more young women i n  geography to open 
up exciting new frontiers of field work in  their cultural geographies 
while yet remaining within a Berkeley School cultural geographic tra
dition. Women geographers empowering themselves through relativist 
thinking and provocative forms of field work could simultaneously femi
nize and strengthen the Berkeley School tradition both as a movement 
and as an institution. 

I suggest that the Sauerian Berkeley School tradition of cultural geogra
phy anticipates an indigenous American relativist attitude in the present 
to which Le Guin has given expression, and that the tradition might be 
appropriately revitalized by free-thinking female cultural geographers 
attending great public universities l ike Berkeley to hold its own against 
the exotic wave of social geography (a.k.a. "new" cultural geography) 
that actively disparages the Berkeley School tradition in its own back
yard. I want to share here my ideas about revitalizing a field work 
tradition rather than present the results of my field work. My ideas 
about the feasibility of revitalizing Berkeley School cultural geography 
generally align with those of Price and Lewis ( 1 993). However, Le Guin, 
Joyce Carol Oates, Nora Ephron and other innovative and provocative 
female writers were the major influences on my specific ideas for how 
to revitalize that tradition. In particular, statements made by Sauer and 
Le Guin that appear as epigraphs to this essay directly shaped my field 
experience in Ireland. 

Hybrid Vigor in the Berkeley Milieu 

Ursula K. Le Guin's ethnographic fictions and Sauer's cultural geography 
arise from the exceptional intellectual milieu and hybrid vigor created at 
Berkeley by a random convergence of geographers and anthropologists 
- men and women, professors and students - at the University of Berke-
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ley during the inter-war period. Carl Sauer arrived at Berkeley in 1 923 
to modernize its Department of Geography (MacPherson 1 987:69). One 
of Carl Sauer's closest associates at Berkeley at that time was the famous 
cultural anthropologist Alfred Kroeber (1 876-1 960). Sauer and Kroeber's 
association has been described by Macpherson ( 1 987:75) as long and 
productive. I will  stress here that Sauer shared Kroeber's appreciation 
for "the primary importance of intensive firsthand ethnographic field 
work" (Steward 1 96 1  : 1 049). There is a potential relation between ethno
graphic field work and relativist attitudes that can be successfully ex
ploited to increasingly empower women pursuing academic careers who 
choose to explore and expand the tradition of Berkeley School cultural 
geography. 

Initially, the Sauerian tradition of cultural geography-in which field 
work became valorized above all other methods of scholarly inquiry
had its origins institutionalized at Berkeley as a sort of patriarchal "cult 
of potestas" where its field work, viewed in retrospect, might fairly be 
critiqued as a masculine rite of passage (see Green 1 993 :7; Rose 1 996:342-
43). But rather than dwell (as others have done) on i nstances of early 
Berkeley School sexism, I prefer to draw readers' attention in this paper 
to a strong record for the Berkeley School tradition in  moving beyond 
its masculinized origins and missions, and far toward correcting long
entrenched gender inequities in academic and professional geography. 
I attribute some of the reason for this success and potential for contin
ued improvement to Sauer's penchant for field work and proclivities 
toward relativism and historicism. It seems l ikely that such unorthodox 
leanings helped precondition Sauer to discover world agricultural ori
gins in societies "largely developed and organized by their women" 
(Sauer, 1 952:28; see also Price and Lewis 1 993 : 1 0). 

Two remarkable women enriched the intimate intellectual life of Sauer's 
colleague, Alfred Kroeber. One was the anthropologist Theodora Kroeber 
( 1897-1 979), a successful writer of popular ethnographic non-fiction; 
notably Ishi I n  Two Worlds ( 1 961 ). While Alfred, a prolific academic 
writer, never sought to popularize h is knowledge, Theodora success
fully wrote creative nonfiction long before it gained its current popu
larity as an academic writing style (Schneider 1 997). Her anthropologi
cal writings are personal and intense and characterized by a lyrical style. 
These are qualities that made her works attractive to general readers 
(Buzaljko 1 988: 1 89-90). 

Theodora and Alfred's daughter is Ursula Le Guin. She was raised in the 
stimulating Berkeley campus milieu that, for her, centered on writing 
and ethnogeographic studies. Her extremely prolific and successful writ
ing career commenced about the same time as Theodora's. Le Guin's 
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popular books, many of which are ethnographic fantasies, have won 
numerous prestigious awards. She is herself regarded as a cult figure 
among some feminists, environmentalists, and science-fiction/ fantasy 
readers. In view of her success, visibility and background, it  is strange 
that feminist geographers who "prefer their science fiction to be more 
utopic" (Haraway 1 996: 1 1 2) have overlooked the relevancy of Le Guin 
in  their discursive tracts, and her connection to the Berkeley School 
milieu. 

Le Guin's fictional ethnographies of the future function today more 
obviously as anti-modernist cultural critiques than do the earlier writ
ings of her mother, her father, and Carl Sauer. Although Le Guin does 
not write in an academic style, or for academics, a substantial amount 
of academic discourse involving political science fiction, political imagi
naries, and other poststmctural and postmodern topics and themes have 
drawn on Le Guin's works and i nspiration during the past several de
cades. Cultural geographers in the Berkeley School tradition may l ike
wise find her critical approach and writing style especially inspiring. As 
cultural critique, Le Guin explores a diversity of fictive, alternative and 
futuristic worlds and peoples in order to tell a p lenitude of stories that 
i l luminate conditions and trends in the present. In  the same way, 
Theorora Kroeber and Carl Sauer told stories about past cultures in
tended to i l luminate environmental and social conditions and trends in  
the past, but which might also be interpreted as cultural critiques of the 
present. 

Since the objectives of the revitalized Berkeley School cultural geogra
phy I envision are very different from the objectives of both empirical 
and new cultural geographers, its methods may differ accordingly. For 
example, field study i n  the Berkeley School tradition of cultural geogra
phy can be elaborated into an inherently radical method simply by 
transcending its l imited role as a preliminary and exploratory compo
nent of empirical scientific inquiry (Shaffir 1 980: 1 0). Its field work method, 
for example, may be incompatible with both positivist thinking and the 
progressive thinking of new cultural geography. I have cited statements 
by Sauer and Le Guin that both affirm and inspire some revolutionary 
potential for i nnovative field work that expands the Berkeley School 
tradition. In particular, Sauer's relativism and historicism makes it un
likely that he restricted field work to narrow constraints as a strictly 
empirical tmth-seeking method. Rather Sauer is remembered by his 
students to have recommended field experience as a means of  cul tiva
tion of insight (Newcomb 1 976:27). It is this aspect of Sauer's legacy that 
can inspire more relativist thinking for a revitalized Berkeley School 
cultural geography. 
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Le Guin offers more specific guidelines by suggesting how and why 
field study might go outside the straits of rationalism to cultivate in
sight. While some new cultural geographers may not even advocate 
intensive first-hand ethnographic field work to meet their objectives 
(see Pratt 1 994; Domosh 1 996; Earle, Mathewson and Kenzer 1 996:xxi), 
their circumventing, rejecting or repudiating Berkeley-style cultural 
geography (and its associated field study method) ignores its potential 
to adapt successfully along the frontier of contemporary relativist trends 
in academia. Intrigued by this potential. I recommend exploring Le Guin's 
innovative approach in culture studies as an alternative future for cul
tural geography. Following Le Guin, I encourage cultural geographers 
and especially women to explore beyond Apollo and discover the haunt 
of Dionysios, and then to engage him there on his own turf in  provoca
tive conversations that might be shared with others in more evocative 
formats and styles of cultural geographic writing; for example, in ro
mantic, poetical prose. 

Tuning In To The Voi«:e of Dionysios 

The opportunity to radicalize its field study tradition may have always 
been inherent in Berkeley School cultural geography. Yet, it has never 
seemed as apparent and inviting as now-perhaps owing to the fairly 
recent and rapid dissemination of challenging relativist attitudes from 
ethnographic studies into cultural geography and other social science 
disciplines and sub-disciplines (Proctor 1 998:359; see also Shea 1 998:A1 7). 
Whereas Sauer might have backed away from pressing the implications 
of his own relativism, never elaborating his antimodernism into a cri
tique of science, contemporary cultural geographers are much more 
free to do so. Le Guin's relativist moral imagination offers field study in 
cultural geography much more flexible potential today than Carl Sauer 
could have envisioned within the conservative constraints of academia 
during his time. Le Guin's ethnographic fantasies may offer contempo
rary cultural geographers examples of innovative ways to expand their 
explorations into narrative worlds that have been neglected within the 
Berkeley School tradition, but are as yet unexplored by new cultural 
geographers. 

Berkeley School cultural geographers, though long aware of the power 
of storytelling and narrative in the formation of cultural landscape, here
tofore mainly adopted the metaphor of the visual-seeing and sight (some
times insight)-as their sub-discipline's characteristic mode of under
standing and communication (King 1 990). This metaphor visualizes cul
tural landscape as either out there (an objective truth) or in the mind (a 
subjective truth). In contrast, the metaphor of the oral-voice-has only 
recently (re)emerged in the research of new cultural geographers as a 
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promising alternative mode of understanding and communicating gen
der relations by exploring and discussing cultural landscapes (Nash 1 993 ; 
Monk 1 987.) This discursive approach in new cultural geography is of 
particular interest to feminist geographers exploring gendered Western 
cultural landscapes and writing about them. However; new cultural ge
ographers are still inclined to tum to Apollo (reason) rather than to 
Dionysios (passion) for their answers and insights. Their preference is to 
engage in progressive thinking and valorize the p urposefulness of ef
fecting positive social change. In contrast, the kind of field work Le 
Guin recommends is more apt to undermine the agenda set by progres
sive thinkers for effecting social change by allowing the conversations 
they would otherwise control to remain open-ended and to extend 
indefinitely. Conversations with Dionysios, as Le Guin emphasizes, also 
repudiate truth claims that are the foundation of judgment in favor of 
relative truths that are anathema to judges. New cultural geographers 
need to judge in order to effect social change, and are therefore intoler
ant of the relativist question that asks : "Is one way of action better than 
any other?" 

And how might a conversation with Dionysios-for example, my own 
field work experiences-be shared with others? What is an appropriate 
style? In the March 1 996 edition of the Annals of the Association of 
American Geographers, Jonathan Smith (1 996:3-4) introduced three defi
nitions of excellence among geographical writers: scientists, stylists and 
critics. He notes that two of these, the scientific and the stylist (or liter
ary), have dominated until recently. The third definition, which applies 
to the discursive approach, has most recently emerged "among geogra
phers enamored by a critical concept of language", and who therefore 
value a writing style, that according to Duncan and Ley ( 1 993 :7) is "'pur
posefully ambiguous, incomplete and open ended':' Smith goes on to 
categorize the critical stories that geographers tell-and here is implied 
any medium of discourse, into four modes : romance, tragedy, comedy 
and irony. While no story is exclusively one of these, he describes the 
author of the ironic story as a detached, bemused observer, who com
ments "on a world that is barbaric (properly satire) or unintelligible 
(pure irony):' The commentary is often witty, according to Smith and 
"lacks the idea of social change" 0 996:8-9). 

What could better complement my ironic field stratagem than the ironic 
writing style? It seems especially appropriate to my stratagems of 
"witcraft" in the field, described below. The ironic, critical style enables 
me to elaborate through narrative or storytelling on the political po
tential of cultural geographic field study to empower women without 
my being obliged to recommend that they effect social change. My field 
work can even be discussed as a dangerous game from the ironic point-
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of-view. This is because "Irony is the disillusioned trope. It represents 
the world as a black comedy populated by scoundrels and fools" (Smith 
1 996:9). In sum, ironic storytelling, like ironic field study, has appeal in 
its detached perspective on the world. The critical ironic approach en
courages cultural geographic field workers to engage and to storytell -
but not to judge-the world. 

Smith notes that the scientific style has dominated geograp hic writing 
until recently because of its claim to represent truth. Critics of the scien
tific style of reporting challenge its dominance by undermining its truth 
claims; for example: obvious omissions, internal contradictions, and 
prevarications. I take here as my own examples, some truth claims that 
scientific geographers tell about Ireland and its cultural landscape. Mainly, 
I remind readers that the geographies oflreland have written out women 
and continue to do so. 

Consensus Ireland: Patriar.:hal Storytelling 

All cultural traditions marginalize some ways of life. Consensus Ireland 
is a story that geographers have repeatedly told that marginalizes women. 
The outcome of their marginalization is of course everywhere apparent 
across the built environment and landscape where imprints of Irish 
men overshadow, obfuscate or exclude the imprints of Irish women. 
"What we know about Ireland" as an informed public may be a privi
leged story about Ireland intentionally shaped by and told in a patriar
chal voice that seeks to maintain control over both public knowledge 
about Ireland and public behavior with regards to it. If so, culture re
veals itself in its political role as a proselytizing activity: Culture is po
li tical and cultural landscape maintains the political control of an 
entrenched patriarchal order. If  we know what we know about the lim
ited role of women in shaping the Irish cultural landscape, it is because 
the geographies of lreland tell us so. However, these geographies do not 
address why Irishwomen's roles in shaping cultural landscape have been 
limited. Nor do they describe how that landscape might limit the em
powerment of women. The rest of my essay will address both of these 
topics. To the extent that my personal story of the Irish cultural land
scape based on field work differs from the patriarchal consensus story, 
it is not their truth. Rather than making any truth claims of my own, I 
shall fol low Le Guin's advice here and recommend to my own readers: 
"distrust everything I say. I am telling the truth:' 

In the main, stories widely disseminated about Ireland these days are 
variations on a dominant patriarchal epic about the Irish people being 
oppressed by English people. This holds true for the most popular hu
man and cultural geographies of Ireland, of which I will mention only a 
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few here. Geographies by Orme 0 970) and Johnson ( 1 994), for example, 
tend to omit mention of stories told by Irish women, now and in the 
past, about their being oppressed by men. Their geographies of Ireland 
do not address the conditions faced by women in Ireland whose choice 
it has been either to spend their everyday lives negotiating a constrain
ing patriarchal landscape as ladies-or to emigrate. Likewise, Evans' ( 1 973) 
story of the role and progress of the common man in shaping the Irish 
landscape overlooks gender inequities there. While Evans recognizes 
that a text may be "blurred by the prejudices of men who write it" (p. 4), 
he ignores addressing the gendered landscape within his own text. In 
addition, he reduces female figures in Irish myth to deities or "wishful 
symbols of the fertility of the land and the people:' (p. 66) Their signifi
cance is safely marginalized to a pre-modern time when the Irish wor
shipped things other than progress. Bitel ( 1 996:234) refers precisely to 
this problem when she writes: 

"The women of [pagan Ireland] may be long gone, but the men who hated and 
loved them also captured them for us in sagas, saint's lives, laws, and poems. 
And captured is precisely the right word to describe the process by which women 
of sud1 a distant past have come to us:' 

These geographies of Ireland not only write out women and speak in 
ways that confine their power to the past, but they also tend to per
petuate that myth of Irish homogeneity that still undermines women's 
aspirations to empower themselves as a special interest group, and dis
courages them from attempting to achieve some political accommoda
tion for the inequities they have endured. 

Dissensus Ireland: Other Voi«:es; Other Stories 

What evidence is there that there is any dissensus or suppressed alter
native stories of Ireland that the geographies of Ireland might include? 
Is there evidence of women's dissenting narratives? Helleiner ( 1 996), for 
one, provides some evidence in her analysis of the "Prohibition of In
citement to Racial, Religious or National Hatred Bill," introduced in the 
Irish Senate by the Minister of Justice in 1 988. She confirms that there is 
a prevailing myth of Irish homogeneity that tends to obscure the exist
ence of cultural diversity and inequity in Ireland. 

The Irish Senate debate centered on whether or not there was a need 
for broader anti-discrimination legislation than the bill required, and 
"as a result, the discussion went beyond the specific phenomenon of 
incitement of hatred to include reference to broader patterns of dis
crimination in Ireland" (Helleiner 1 996:5). Groups identified and dis
cussed as possible targets of incitement to hatred included Traveling 
People, the gay community, the foreign-born, and women and children . 
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However, the effort to extend the definition of hatred to include protec
tion for women and children was ultimately unsuccessful. In general. 
the Irish majority is poorly educated about its minorities. Representing 
the Traveling People, for example, the education mission and promo
tion of Travelers' culture is largely in the hands of the Dublin Travelers 
Education and Development Group (DTEDG) through its activities and 
publications (see, for example, Pavee Point Publications, 1 992). 

It is disheartening that, though only a few years had passed, the echoes 
of the 1 988- 1 989 "Incitement to Hatred" debates had faded even by the 
time I first arrived in  Ireland in  1 993, and were much more distant by 
1 995 and again in 1 997 when I revisited. It seems so strange that the 
powerful women of pre-modern Ireland have left so little trace on the 
landscape, and that contemporary Irishwomen have little landscape
shaping impact relative to Irishmen. Although the female voices of 
dissensus Ireland remain written out of the consensus story of Ireland 
and its textual cultural landscape, their voices have not been entirely 
silenced. Hearne (I 992 : 1 )  reports on a venerable indigenous tradition of 
Irish feminist thought preserved in the pages of The Irish Citizen, an 
Irish suffrage newspaper which ran from 1 9 1 2  to 1 920. Some of the 
authors of these articles "saw themselves primarily as women oppressed 
by men rather than Irish people oppressed by English people:· Hearne 
concludes that although The Irish Citizen "expressed the main currents 
of Irish feminist thought" and "left an impressive legacy of gender-based 
analysis," its analysis became submerged by sectarian politics. Similarly, 
Watson (I 991 : 1 )  argues using examples of modern historical fictions by 
female writers that they represent a challenge to that dominant, con
sensus, male l iterary tradition that "writes women out:' Like Hearne, 
Watson argues that the dominant male tradition inscribes "a view of 
modern Irish history that is the story of the struggle to overcome British 
domination:· 

Nash (I 993) uses a feminist/interpretive-in contrast to the masculinist/ 
empirical-approach in an attempt to deconstruct the landscape of Ire
land as it has been depicted in works of art, and in the representative 
use of maps and Irish place names. Nash observes how masculinist and 
colonial discourses on Ireland strive to offer factual and 'objective' rep
resentations of the Irish landscape in art, mapping and place naming. 
Meanwhile she explores how artistic. map and place name representa
tions can produce and perpetuate connections between gender, lan
guage, landscape and identity. In looking at the work of various artists, 
Nash finds femininity to be identified with nature and what she terms 
"landscapes of desire:· Such landscapes emphasize a masculinist rela
tionship to place in which there is a "connection between colonial con
trol of other lands and the control of female sexuality and the use of 
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gender in the discourse of discovery and territorial expansion (p. 4 1 )". 
Nash reads the map as "a manifestation of a desire for control" (p. 49) 
which essentialize masculinist and colonial discourses. The woman is 
depicted as homebound, rural and close to nature, and as the spiritual 
and unconscious Celtic producer of the masculine pragmatic Gael. Ac
cording to Nash, these representations of women fix their bodies "as 
landscapes of control and signifying use" (p. 50). 

Nash deconstructs representations of the gendered Irish landscape i n  
order t o  expose and subvert patriarchal authority a n d  control.  She sug
gests that mapping of the land could become "a shifting ground, a spa
tial metaphor which frees conceptions of identity and landscape from a 
repressive fixity and solidity" in which "the landscape can be traversed, 
j ourneyed across, entered into, i ntimately known, gazed upon" (pp. 52, 
54). These attempts at remapping and renaming are not intended to 
replace the previous, but rather to offer multiple representations. Nash's 
approach seems very postmodern. However, her emphasis on gazing 
privileges the metaphor of sight over voice, which is problematic. 

Other feminist academics have focused on early Irish history to argue 
that pre-Christian Irish religion was female-positive. Studies on the sig
nificance of more recent historical events in the development of current 
gender inequities in Ireland have been undertaken by Nolan ( 1 986), 
Rhodes ( 1 986), Percy ( 1 994) and Brozyna ( 1 995). Nolan focuses on late 
nineteenth-century female emigration from Ireland and concludes that 
when women were superfluous in Irish society, they either knuckled 
under or fled. Rhodes searches for a context within which to under
stand the role of Irish women in their society, and suggests examining 
more closely the nineteenth-century Irish farm family; particularly the 
i ncreasing authority of fathers and the importance of male heirs that 
emerges with land ownership. 

Brozyna ( 1 995 : 1 )  looks at the social construction of an ideal Christian 
woman in late nineteenth-century urban Ireland. The geographical 
implications of her study are clear in her conclusions: "While gradually 
accepting the extension of 'woman's sphere' to include church and chari
table activities, the locus of this construction of female piety was the 
home. Female piety was seen as essentially domestic:' Similarly, Percy 
investigated ways in which feminism is socially constructed in North
ern Ireland, and concluded that home and family constructs are highly 
important to the majority of women there, whose perceptions of femi
nists (as selfish, militant and not-family-oriented) were often negative. 

Not one of these studies challenges the dominance of patriarchal con
trols across the contemporary Irish landscape, but rather they address 
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how dominance came about. Other studies indicate that women in Ire
land suffer from gender inequities there and complain, but generally 
construct their identities in ways that accommodate the patriarchy rather 
than undermine its authority. Caldwell's work on women's mobil iza
tion in Northeast Ireland ( 1 994:3-6) cites from some of these studies and 
identifies this argument as the feminist power and coercion model be
fore rejecting it, primarily because "the rhetoric of the power and coer
cion theme does not include class as an issue:' However, I feel that privi
leging class as an issue, much like privileging Irish Nationalist pol itics 
as an issue, serves more to obfuscate than to clarify the gender inequity 
issue in Ireland. 

Finally, Greenwald ( 1 993) notes how empowered women of Celtic m yth 
were subsequently viewed as arrogant, scornful and contentious by the 
patriarchal church. Brozyna reports that even today pious Irish women 
(under the influence of the patriarchal church) are inclined to view 
women intent on empowering themselves, and especially feminists, as 
selfish, militant and not family-oriented. This l iterature made me aware 
in advance of my field work in Ireland that my stratagems for disrupt
ing its p atriarchal landscape in order to empower myself might be per
ceived of as madness. 

Madness as Method 

Building on the preceding discussion, I will address here the question: 
"Can there be empowering cultural geographic field work for women 
within the Berkeley School tradition yet outside the dominant para
digm of scientific geography?" The introductory epigraph by Carl Sauer 
about methodology suggests that the answer is yes. To rational thinkers 
in Sauer's academic surroundings-and perhaps even to Sauer himself
this suggestion might seem a bit  mad. However, the flexibility of Le 
Guin's moral imagination in the present offers women cultural geogra
phers ways of experiencing in the field that can cultivate insight and, as 
academic pursuits, involve more than the normal objective application 
of a truth-seeking methodology. Moreover, women doing cultural ge
ography outside of a truth-seeking methodology is not the same thing 
as women doing cultural geography in the field without a method. The 
distinction is simply the difference between insisting that field work is a 
truth-seeking science and accepting other possibilities; for example, that 
a field experience can be a geographical art, or, as I introduce in the 
following section, a craft-for example, "witcraft:' 

Witnaft in Ireland 

My attitude, approach and writing style in this paper are closely related 
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to exploratory stratagems for enhancing my field experience i n  Ireland. 
I can these stratagems "witcraft" (para "witchcraft"). My concept of women 
geographers in  the field empowering themselves with witcraft, as ad
vanced in this paper, originates in my studying about the mystical self
empowering ways of a couple of better known mythical characters named 
"Trickster" and "Coyote," who roam the contemporary literary landscapes 
of academia; for example, in Native American studies, African-Ameri
can studies, and most important for this paper-women's studies, where 
they are frequently creations of women of color. I will briefly describe 
the key attributes ofTrickster and Coyote in women's studies, and elabo
rate on witcraft as a way I was able to enhance and articulate my field 
experiences while in I reland. 

Trickster and Coyote are ubiquitous characters in  world myth.  They are 
counter-culture characters. Wherever they are found, in whatever cul
tural context, they are perceived as being inherently mad or evil, for 
they are continually out of place, and either misunderstand or ignore 
their proper places within whatever cosmological and social systems 
they happen to inhabit. They are disruptive, disorderly, and dangerous 
on this account. They tend to upset monological views of real ity, and 
are considered to be amoral. instinctual, amorphous, desocialized and 
sub-human. According to Jeanne M. Smith ( 1 996), they frequent bor
ders and crossroads and in-between spaces where their typical misbe
havior includes deceit, duplicity, impersonation, disguise, theft, and sub
version. Their kindred include Legba (in voudou) and Hecate (in Greek 
myth). They are very disruptive to the rigidity of the sex-gender system. 
Female tricksters, according to Landy (1 994) can attention to boundaries 
by transgressing the dominant definition of a woman's p lace. Moreover, 
they like to disrupt patriarchal voices as they go about empowering 
themselves with subversive strategies: transforming, surviving and suc
ceeding. 

Yet, however irresponsible these Dionysian shapeshifters and Red, Black, 
Brown, White and Yellow "picaras" (women with temerity) are portrayed 
in the world myths, their misbehaviors are ultimately interpreted as 
creative catalysts for some sort of healing or rebirth. I n  the end, Trick
ster and Coyote are humanizing forces capable of creating identity out 
of i llusion and liberating humankind from their self-imposed limita
tions. 

Evidence of an Irish version of the female Trickster is found in  the 
Sheelanagig, or goddess displaying her parts, which still survives as 
ubiquitous erotic imagery carved in stone and scattered amidst the ru
ins of the pre-modern Irish landscape (DeMarre 1 993). Sheelanagig im
ages are thought to portray the ambiguous goddess Morrigan (the an-
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dent Celtic Goddess of Destruction/Creation) who evolved into Morgana 
Le Fay, sorceress of Arthurian legend. 

Captured in stone, Sheelanagigs were common ornaments of I rish 
churches built before the sixteenth century. They occupied high corner 

stones, window casements or parts 
of the archway above the church 
door. The Sheela's function was to 
protect and to ward off evil (Gadon 
1 989). Sheela carvings are notorious 
for their exaggerations of the female 
pudendum, and have in  more re
cent centuries been an i ncreasing 
source of anxiety in the patriarchal 
landscape. Most of the Sheelanagig 
carvings have been destroyed, de
faced, buri ed in the yards of the 
churches they once sanctified, or 
hidden away in such places as the 
Dublin Museum (DeMarre 1 993). 

I tailored a successful field study at
t i tude and approach for myself to 
use in Ireland that advantaged this 

Figure 1. Sheela nagig. 
I rt f JB L/s d S 

recent history of patriarchal Sheela-
mage cou esy o acre ource 1 b" p t f t l  · · 1 d p 10 1a .  ar o 11s tnvo ve my 

adopting behavioral traits of those mythological females called Trick
ster, Coyote and Morrigan into a bundle of survival stratagems for my
self-my "witcraft:' I also assumed an ambiguous Sheela-l ike identi ty to 
enable my "lurking" about in Ireland and to avoid being objectified and 
controlled by others. "Lurking" is an established field method in  the 
social sciences (Strickland and Schlesinger 1 969) that, when modified to 
fit my own needs and purposes, resonates to both Sauer's method
ological relativism and what I i nterpret to be Le Guin's recommenda
tions to females doing field study. My modified form of lurking does 
not, for example, assume that "being seen" by I rishmen is a passive 
activity. I t  is more of an obtrusive than an unobtrusive field method. 

Condusion 

In retrospect, I think my stratagems were successful. as I often drew 
upon my feminine witcraft in order to empower myself in the field. 
Mainly, I became the proverbial unexpected "stranger comes to town"
but with this twist: In patriarchal narratives of this romantic genre "the 
stra nger" is usually a man entering the world of a passive female; my 
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approach to field study was to be instead a strange woman entering a 
man's familiar world. I wanted to converse with Dionysios on his own 
turf as Le Guin recommended, and Dionysios is a man. Also, I refused to 
become objectified as a tourist, or as a researcher. I a imed to assume a 
more ambiguous and disturbing-though perhaps interesting-identity. 
I made it difficult for men to objectify and control me. I expected Irishmen 
to instead sense something familiar yet discomforting about my strange
ness- emotions perhaps evoked by their recognition of the Sheela i n  
m e  that identified with the powerful women o f  pagan I reland. Long 
persecuted for her witchcraft and banished from the Irish cultural land
scape, Sheela returns to Ireland as a strange nomad i n  search of rees
tablishing her place of power in the Irish cultural landscape. She re
turns to Ireland not seeking vengeance against men, or even to become 
some sort of catalyst for the rebirth and rebuilding of an I rish cultural 
landscape with more gender equity, but simply to empower herself 
through field work. 

Though my revitalized Berkeley School field study method may have 
seemed like madness from an Irish patriarchal perspective, it  has nev
ertheless successfully served my needs to achieve my purposes as a 
female cultural geographer. Although my field experiences in Ireland 
using my stratagems of witcraft were not always pleasant, even my 
worst experiences sometimes i nspired creative thoughts about how I 
m ight plan to reconstruct the cultural landscape even piecemeal to 
empower women. For example, Figure 1 .  is a page torn from my field 
notebook that demonstrates my idea for making some rhetorical and 
humorous use of the Sheela myth toward reconstructing a small part of 
the Irish patriarchal landscape in a way that might help empower women 
in Ireland in an innovative and unprecedented way. I imagine that my 
re-design of an Irish pub would be a radical architectural achievement 
to the extent that it  makes use of subversive Sheela wordplay and meta
phor. My inspiration for re-designing this particular pub (my sketch of 
"Sheela's Pub") derives from a spontaneous poetic narrative I wrote there 
one night: 

Now back home in  the United States, I still relish the idea of thirsty 
Irishmen contemplating entering Sheela's Pub[l]ic House for a Guinness! 
Perhaps I will return to Ireland and build this pub myself; I l ike to think 
it is possible and I find this outrageous idea continuously provocative 
and empowering. At the least, disseminating my pub plan in this essay 
may inspire another woman with more resources to build what I can
not. Without my temerarious attitude and stratagems of witcraft in the 
field I might not have cul tivated any original insight i nto the contem
porary patriarchal landscape and its inhabitants. My field study was 
enriching, though not all of my experiences were p leasant-nor did I 
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expect them to be under the circumstances of a single female traveling 
alone. I am reminded in this regard of some inspiring advice given by 
the fil m  director Nora Ephron during her keynote address at Wellesley 
College's 1 996 Commencement: 

Figure 2 .  Sheela's Pub 

"TI1e fly is very sorry slle is in tile pub,for tile 11 1an wllo sings loudly lzas taken a 
fancy to ller. Slle gets away from his ar 1 1usemmts once, so he decides lie fancies 
ller best without her wings. His followers laugh llisterically at I! is fly antics. Sl1e 
doesn't care anymore. Her whole existmce lias been changed by one man,Jor slle 
is 110 longer a fly; slle can' t  be a fly wi thout wings to fly with. He doesn 't even 
know wllat he has done to lw; and in fact, doesn 't care" (Keirsey 1 995). 
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"Whatever you choose, however many roads you travel, I hope that you d1oose 
not to be a lady. I hope you will find some way to break the rules and make a 
little trouble out there. And I also hope that you will choose to make some of 
that trouble on behalf of women:· 
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Figure 1. Portion of the "Map of the United Mexican States, as organized and defined by various acts of the Congress of said republic, and 
constructed according to the best authorities. Revised edition .  Published at new York, in 1847, by J. Disturnell." This section shows almost 
the entire region known as Alta California and is referred to in both the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and in J. Ross Browne's Report of the 
Convention of the California Constitution in September and October 1849. [Edward M. Douglas, Boundaries. Areas. Geographic Centers and 

Altitudes of the United States and the Several States, USGS Bulletin 817, Plate 6 (Washington D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office), 1930.) 



California's Northeast Border: 
Politi£al PragntatisJD Turned 

Territorial I10perative 
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Keywords: Definition, Delimitation, Demarcation, Administration, Territorial Impera
tive, and Stamping Ground 
Abstrad: The placement of California's Northeast border is usuaiiy ascribed to issues of 
slavery, greed and compromise. In reality, the arbitrary definition and delimitation of this 
boundary stemmed from problems of physical size, acculturation, and the perceived, 
relative value of the physical landscape. The resultant impacts on the cultural landscape 
still reverberate today. 

Introdudion 

As a territorial species, we humans have "an inherent drive to gain and 
defend an exclusive property' (Ardrey 1 966, 3) Today, political geogra
phers relate the concept of exclusive property with the sovereign state. 
As Pliny noted in 77 A.D.:  "Great folly it is then, a meere madnesse, that 
some have devised and thought in their minde to measure it [the World]; 
yea, and durst in writing to set down the dimensions thereof. . .  " 
(Newsome 1 964, 1 9) Nowhere, is Pl iny's "Great folly" better illustrated 
than in the defi nition, deli mitation, demarcation, and administration of 
national/state boundaries. 

Often the "folly'' in establishing boundaries results from a series of seem
ingly pragmatic decisions based on a presumed knowledge of the physical 
landscape. Since physical features can and do influence the attributes of 
particular cultural regions, it has often been physical barriers which 
define their l imits. When ignorance of the physical landscape is coupled 
with an arbitrary, or imprecise, measurement of longitude and latitude, 
the ramifications to the cultural landscape can have far reaching effects. 

To a great extent, today's California is the result of flawed cognition. The 
establishment of California's boundaries, based on erroneous percep
tions of the confluence of physical and cultural features, created effects 
to the State's landscape which reverberate even today. In fact, perhaps 
no greater stresses have been created in California's history than with 
the establishment of the State's Northeast border. This paper explores 
the establishment of the California/Nevada border (north of Lake Tahoe); 
the perceptions or m isperceptions behind it; and some of the ramifica
tions for the cultural landscape. 
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The Literature 

A survey of published literature reveals a paucity of a nalytical assess
ment on the establishment and consequences of the development of 
California's Northeast border. Most "histories" of California pay little or 
no attention to the issues beyond a perfunctory sidebar. Many general
ist accounts sketchily synopsize some of the motivation behind estab
lishment of the boundary, but totally ignore both the perceptions be
hind the placement of the line and the far reaching impacts. Mean
while, Nevada "histories" tend to relate a bias (bordering on resent
ment) of a perceptually unconsidered, dominating, and wanton Califor
nia land grab. 

For insight into the logic behind defining California's Eastern boundary, 
most researchers rely upon J. Ross Browne's Report of the Convention of 
the California Constitution in September and October 1849. Published in 
1 850, Browne's work provides the single, most comprehensive picture 
behind the framing of California's Constitution. Significant to this re
search, Browne's firsthand account presents the representatives' judg
ments and perceptions regarding the Northeastern California landscape. 

An example of reliance upon Browne's manuscript can be found in  
Woodrow James Hansen's The Search for Authority in California. In  de
tailing the history of government in the State, Hansen provides substan
tive distillation of the debates surrounding the selection of California's 
Eastern boundary. Though significant in its simplification of Browne's 479 
page presentation, The Search for Authority in  California was designed as 
a history of California government. It was never intended to analyze the 
suitability of the Constitutional Convention delegates' choices, the geo
graphic applicability, or the consequences to the cultural landscape. 

What is interesting, is Hansen's recognition of the delegates' desire for 
geographically informed debates and the emphasis he places on dis
cussing the exact location of the proposed border(s), a long with the 
reasoning behind these recommendations. The author pointedly states 
that " . . .  the basis for deciding the proper boundary wou ld have less to 
do with geography than with the question of the expansion or confine
ment of slavery . . .  " (Hansen 1 960, 1 36) This analysis undoubtedly stems 
from only a slight glance at the geographic information available to the 
Convention delegates (Hansen 1 960) and a total lack of reference to; or 
duplication of, the maps which i llustrated the boundary information. 
A work which made significant strides in  analyzing some of the histori
cal consequences to development of the Northeastern California sub
region was Pat Olmstead's "The Nevada-California-Oregon Border Tri
angle: A Study in Sectional History' In this 1 957 master's thesis, Olmstead 
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provides one of the more complete histories of this area. Urtforturtately, 
the author ascribes the selection of the 1 2Qth Meridian as California's 
Northeastern border to "the greed of the convention delegates" (Olmstead 
1 957, 1 64) rather than to geographic misperceptions. 

Overshadowing her political assessment is Olmstead's thorough exami� 
nation of the subsequent boundary debates betweert California ahd 
Nevada. Encomiums are also due the author for recogrtizing at least one 
consequehce to California's cultural lahdstape: the formatioh of Modot 
County. (Olmstead 1 957, 1 /4-175) Given Olmstead's cohcerHration on 
the area of California from Honey Lake Valley - north, "The Nevada� 
California-Oregon Border Triangle: A Study in Sectiohal History" falls 
short in  examining a number of development cortsequences that ton� 
tinue to plague this region's residents artd the California government 
today. 

Perhaps the most significant research to date pertainirtg to Northeast 
California, has been completed by William Newell Davis. In both his 
1 942 doctoral dissertation entitled "California East of the Sierra: A Study 
in Ecohomic Sectionalism" and his book Sagebmsh Corrter: The Open
ing of California's Northeast. Davis provides an excellertt discourse on 
the events sutrbunding the establishment of California's eastem border. 
Davis also notes a number of the political. social. and economic cortse= 
quences u nique to the formation of the region. 

Davis properly and completely discusses the California Constitutional 
Convention delegates' attention to prominent physical featutes in de= 
ciding upon an eastern boundary. Also analyzed is the attempt at com
promise between the easily recognized physical features ahd the more 
abstract concepts of longitude/latitude. (Davis 1 942, 97-1 1 8 ; Horr 1 974, 
247-262) What is missing, is a discussion regarding the misperceptions 
that seem to have fueled the attempts at combining physical featltres 
with (as of that time) unsubstantiated human measurements. Although 
Davis echoes a number of the cultural reverberatlorts caused by the 
establishment of the California/Nevada border, his interest is preddtni
nantly found in the "immediate" consequences. Short shrift was giveh 
to the border's impact on today's cultural landscape, an issue admit
tedly limited and compounded by the time of research and date of 
Davis' publication. 

Creating Territorial Stamping Ground� 

California's Northern border was established with th� atquisitidh of 
Florida in 1 81 9, (Eliot 1 963a, 270) and the Southern boundary fixed with 
the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo itt 1 848. (Eliot 1 963b, 293) Th� major 

43 



boundary issue faced by the delegates to California's Constitutional 
Convention was the definition and delimitation of an Eastern border. 
The placement of this threshold was variously described by delegates 
as: " . . .  a matter of vast importance to the people of this Territory . . .  ;" 
(Browne 1 850, 1 83) " . . .  the most important question that has yet come 
up for discussion . . .  ;" (Browne 1 850, 1 88) " . . .  the most important part of 
our duty . . .  ;" (Browne 1 850, 1 84) and, " . . .  the most important [question] 
that had to be settled in this Convention:' (Browne 1 850, 1 69) As such, it 
would become the longest and most contentious part of the debates. 
(Hunt 1 926, 1 9 1 )  

The decision process, and the subsequent debate, was premised upon 
two specific geographic perceptions: I .) "certain maps of California" sub
mitted by Delegate William M. Gwin;  (Browne 1 850, 76) and, (2.) the 
appointment of "native Californians and 'old settlers' to the committee 
[on the Boundary] on the assumption that these would know most about 
the geography of California . . .  " (Hansen 1 960, 1 35-1 36) Though this ap
proach was laudable in its intent, trouble would stem from the fact that 
the maps utilized illustrated "an immense unexplored region," (Browne 
1 850, 1 69) a region, argued by one San Francisco Delegate, "unexplored, 
and of which we know comparatively nothing:' (Browne 1 850, 1 87) 

Based on presumed geographic knowledge, the debate over where to 
place California's Eastern boundary was framed by three issues. The 
first, overwhelming problem facing the committee " . . .  appointed . . .  to 
report . . .  what. in their opinion, should constitute the boundary of the 
State of California" (Browne 1 850, 54) was the sheer physical size of the 
Territory. As stipulated in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo: 

The southern and western limits of New Mexico, mentioned in this article, are 
those laid down in the map entitled "Map of the Uniled Mexican 51 ales, as organized 
and defined by various acls of I he Congress of said republic, and COfiSinrcled according lo I he 
besl authorities. Revised edition. Published al New York, in 1847, by}. Dislumell," . . .  And in 
order to preclude all difficulty in tracing upon the ground the limit separating 
Upper and Lower California, it is agreed that the said limit shall consist of a 
straight line drawn from the middle of the Rio Gila, where it unites with the 
Colorado, to a point on the coast of the Pacific Ocean . . .  (Eliot 1 963b, 293) (See 
Maps 1 and 2) 

Significantly, "the boundary includes all of Upper California, as has al
ways been recognized by Mexico and by the Congress of the United 
States, so far as any action has been had on that subject. By the treaty 
with Mexico and the discussions with Mexico previous to the treaty, and 
the maps that have been published of California since tlzat time, [author's empha
sis] and all the orders which have proceeded from our Government, 
these limits have been acknowledged and recognised as the limits of 
Upper California:' (Browne 1 850, 1 75) Estimating the section designated 
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Figure 2. Enlargement shows the region that would become California's Northeast border. Lines of 
longitude shown in degrees west of Washington D.C. Note Disturnell's placement of 120th meridian 
(line 43} far west of Mountain Lake (Lake Tahoe) and Warner Mtns. [Douglas, 1 930, Plate 6.]  

Figure 3 .  Section of the "Map of Oregon and Upper California, from the surveys of John Charles 

Fremont . . .  1848." Note placement of 120th meridian west of today's Surprise Valley, but well east 

of Lake Bonpland (Lake Tahoe) . (see i nserted arrows) Fremont, 1846. 
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as Upper California to be 448,691 square m iles, the committee point
edly observed that, as delineated, "the present boundary of California 
comprehends a tract of country entirely too extensive for one State . . .  " 
(Browne 1 850, 1 23)  

The Committee on the Boundary cited "various other forcible reasons 
why the boundary should not be adopted . . .  " One reason was the s ize 
of the present state compared to the total size of "non-slave-holding 
States of the Union . . .  " (Browne 1 850, 1 23) As most researchers point out 
(and Hansen in  particular) (Hansen 1 960, 1 36), this was a specific con
cern among m any of the Convention delegates; the issue being accep
tance by the U.S. Congress relating to the stipulations in the Missouri 
com promises. 

Another concern related to the physical size of the Territory was the 
inevitability of future "divisions and sub-divisions . . .  " (Browne 1 850, 1 23) 
As one delegate stated: "If we include territory enough for several States, 
i t  is competent for the people and the State of California to divide it 
hereafter.' (Browne 1 850, 1 69) However, a growing worry of this possi
bility was expressed by Delegate John McDougal :  'There has been much 
collision between the Government and the new Territories that have 
recently been admitted to the Union; not so much because they were 
claiming too great an extent of territory, but because the Government 
wished to shape it in  a particular manner. We may find the same diffi
culties here. We may find an attempt on t he part of the Government, if 
we leave this an open question, to make two States bordering on the 
Pacific:' (Browne 1 850, 1 69) 

Although some representatives were more than willing to "leave it to 
the buenos humbres [sicl in Congress and our [California's) Legislature 
to decide . . .  " the issue; (Browne 1 850, 171 )  others were not. As one of the 
Boundary Com mittee members stated succinctly: "We ought to settle it .  
Congress cannot within any reasonable space of t ime settle it:' (Browne 
1 850, 1 73) Thus, it was recognized that, fai ling establishm ent of a defi
nite boundary, California would be split into smaller divisions - whether 
by the State or by the U.S. Government. 

A second issue surrounding the placement of California's Eastern bound
ary was a lack of representation of an estimated 1 5,000-30,000 settlers 
with "religious peculiarities" [Mormons). who were assumed to "desire 
no political connection" with the emerging State. (Browne 1 850, 1 23) 
This assumption was reinforced by two considerations. The first was the 
physical isolation of the settlers: 

. . .  upon a spot so remote from the abodes of man, so completely shut out by 
natural barriers from the rest of the world, so entirely unconnected by water-

46 



courses with either of the oceans that wash the shores of this continent - a 
country offering no land advantages of inland navigation or of foreign com
merce, but, on the contrary, isolated by vast uninhabitable deserts, and only to 
be reached by long, painful, and often hazardous journeys by land . . .  (Stansbury 
1 966, 1 23) 

The other consideration reinforcing the Boundary Committee's percep
tion " . . .  that measures have been, or are now being taken by these people, 
for the establishment of a Territorial Government for themselves ;" 
(Browne 1 850, 1 23) stemmed from a convention at Great Salt Lake City 
in March 1 849. Ostensibly consisting "of all the citizens of that portion 
of Upper California lying east of the Sierra Nevada mountains . . .  ;" 
(Stansbury 1 966, 1 27) this convention had "ordained and established a 
free and i ndependent government, by the name of the STATE O F  
DESERET' (Stansbury 1 966, 1 27) Thus, efforts had already been made to 
divide Upper California. 

T h o u g h  s o m e  d e l eg a t e s  w o u l d  i ne v i t a b l y  a rgue t h a t  " t h e  
Mormons . . .  would certainly b e  n o  worse o ff  under" a California consti
tution which i ncluded the region around the Great Salt Lake, (Browne 
1 850, 429) the pragmatic reality was eloquently detailed by Sacramento 
Delegate L.W. Hasti ngs : 

While the Mormon settlements exist there, we cannot be admitted into the 
Union with that boundary; because they are a portion of the people of the 
United States prepared to adopt our institutions and establish a government for 
themselves. They have already applied to Congress to establish il Territorial 
Government for them. Suppose these two propositions are brought before Con
gress at the same time; we are applying for a State Government, and they for a 
Territorial Government; both propositions coming from the same territory. Can 
we be admitted into the Union claiming the same territory, at the same time 
they call for a Territorial Government over it? (Browne 1 850, 1 73) 

There was concern that portions of the region east of the Sierra had 
been settled as early as 1 847- nearly a year prior to the Treaty of 
Guadalupe H idalgo. (Stansbury 1 966, 1 24) Further, these settlers had 
organized fully five months prior to California's Constitutional Con
vention and elected a delegate to Congress three months later (on July 
2nd). (Stansbury 1 966, 1 27) And, finally, acculturation between the resi
dents a long the Coast and those around the Great Salt Lake would not 
be possible. It was felt that the Mormon's "religious tenets certainly 
form[ed] a great barrier to their introduction among the people of Cali
fornia:· (Browne 1 850, 170) Thus, in attempting to establish a definite 
boundary for their region (State), the delegates were forced to recognize 
the limits of their frontier. 

The third issue surrounding placement of California's Eastern bound-
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ary was a question of practicality resulting from the combined i nflu
ence of physical size, political acceptability, and disparate cultures. Having 
recognized the existence of a frontier separating the Mormon settle
ments and the area directly represented at the Constitutional Conven
tion, the delegates were forced to analyze the relative value of the area 
east of the Sierra versus the practicalities of governing it. As the Com
mittee on the Boundary stated: "a greater part of the i nterior is entirely 
cut off from the country on the coast by the Sierra Nevada, a continu
ous chain of lofty mountains, which is covered by snow, and is wholly 
impassable nearly nine months i n  the year.' (Browne 1 850, 1 23 )  

While evaluating the initial proposals p u t  forth b y  both t h e  Boundary 
Committee and individual delegates, discussions over the value of the 
area east of the Sierra demonstrated a decided polarization of opinions 
among the representatives. The perception of a number of delegates 
claiming to be well acquainted with the region, was expressed by Del
egate Hastings when he declared: "We have a vast mineral region as 
well as agricultural, on this side of the Sierra Nevada; but I am of opin
ion the other side affords probably equal agricultural resources and as 
much gold as this:' (Browne 1 850, 173)  Further rationalization was found 
in  the need, of those settled to the east, for answers to questions regard
ing issues of government; especially those pertaining to law and order. 
(Browne 1 850, 1 75-177) 

On the opposite side of the issue stood those delegates who fel t  that the 
cost of administering the region east of the Sierra far outweighed any 
value derived from its inclusion. Recognizing the construction of the 
physical landscape, these individuals felt  that the Convention should 
adopt a boundary which "God and nature intended . . .  " (Browne 1 850, 
1 82) Of particular interest is the observation made by Mr. McDougal :  

If you cast your eye on the map, you will see three distinct divisions marked by 
nature in the Territory of  California. One is the great basin of the Salt Lake. It i s  
bounded on the west by the Sierra Nevada, and by the Rocky Mountains on the 
east, and by a range of unexplored mountains in the 38'" parallel of latitude on 
the south - three grand natural divisions. (Browne 1 850, 1 80) 

Immediate support for McDougal's view was proffered by representa
tives who stated: " . .  .I concur fully with several gentlemen who have 
expressed the opinion that the crest of the Sierra Nevada, or some line 
of longitude near it should be the future permanent boundary . . .  ;" 
(Browne 1 850, 1 80) and " . . .  it  was not the desire of the people of Califor
nia to take a larger boundary than the Sierra Nevada . . .  " (Browne 1 850, 
1 84) Sentiments were expressed that: "We have within the region of 
country between the Sierra Nevada and the Pacific ocean, the only lands 
i n  Upper California that are fit for the habitation of a community of 
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people . . .  It is true there are some delightful spots on the eastern slope of 
the Sierra Nevada, but they are like green spots spoken of in the desert . . .  " 
(Browne 1 850, 1 82) Even J.A. Sutter would argue: "Except a small  slip of 
the great Salt Lake, which is worth something to the people who are 
living there, but there is such an immense space between us and that 
part of the country, that I consider it of no value whatever to the State 
of California:' (Browne 1 850, 1 87) 

Of the three major issues surrounding placement of the boundary, this 
last would be the most difficult to resolve. If the Sierra were to become 
California's eastern boundary, the issues of physical size, future divi
sions, and Mormon settlement would virtually resolve themselves. 
Though the disparity of opinions would contribute to the difficulty in 
compromise, tensions were exacerbated by the two cited premises to 
the debates. Whereas some delegates had traveled in this region, almost 
none had done so extensively. Worse yet, as Sutter observed, some had 
come "by way of Cape Horn;" (Browne 1 850, 1 87) never having seen the 
debated area at all .  As for the "certain maps of California" (Browne 1 850, 
76) consistently referred to and relied upon, Fremont's map and 
Disturnell's map,  (Browne 1 850, 1 72 & 1 89) both provided only a tenu
ous view of the area directly east of the Sierra. (See Maps 1 - 3) 

Finally, growing tired of the incessant wranglings and never-ending 
discussions that threatened to adjourn the entire Constitutional Con
vention, (Browne 1 850, 440) the delegates recognized that two basic 
choices presented themselves. As put forth by Delegate Jones, these two 
choices were as fol lows : 

. . .  Commencing at the point of intersection of the 42d degree of north latitude 
with the 1 20'h degree of longitude west from Greenwich, and running south on 
the line of said 120'h degree west longitude until it intersects the 39'h degree of 
north latitude; thence running in  a straight line in a southeasterly direction to 
the river Colorado at a point where it intersects the 3S'h degree of north latitude; 
thence down the middle of the channel of said river to the boundary line be
tween the United States and Mexico, as established by the treaty of May 30, 
1 848 . . .  
But i f  Congress should refuse to admit the State of California with the above 
boundary, then the boundary shall be as follows: Beginning at the point on the 
Pacific ocean south of San Diego . . .  thence running in a easterly direction on the 
line fixed . . .  as the boundary to the Territory of New Mexico; thence northerly 
on the boundary line between New Mexico and the territory of the United 
States previous to the year 1 846, and California as laid down on the "Map of 
Oregon and Upper Califomia.jrolll the surveys of john Charles Fremont, and otl1er authorities, 
drawn by Charles Preuss under the order of the Senate of the United States, Washington city, 
1 848," [author's emphasis] to the 42d degree of north latitude; thence due west . .  
(Browne 1 850, 443) 

The question for the Convention became: which of the two options 
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made the best compromise? Obviously, one of the two choices would 
better address the major issues. In that context, t hose favoring the Si
erra Nevada boundary began presenting pragmatic arguments which, 
for them, pointed to only a single alternative. Though a number of 
delegates would disagree, it would prove difficult to argue with the 
apparent logic. 

As to the issue of California being admitted as a free state, most del
egates recognized that the very essence of the debate between the North 
and South was over the right of "the people of the State . . .  [to bel the sole 
judges of what shall be its domestic i nstitutions:· (Browne 1 850, 448) It 
was believed that "the Southern pro-slavery and State-right party" would 
be supportive of California settling, for itself, the issue of slavery and its 
boundaries without interference or future division by the Federal Gov
ernment. (Browne 1 850, 434) Unfortunately. the delegates found them
selves limited by this same source of support. The practical real i ty was 
stated by Delegate Lippitt :  "The question will be, whether slavery is to 
be excluded forever from that immense territory east of the Sierra Ne
vada, or only from the natural boundary of the new State . . .  What is the 
proposition? . . .  that slavery shall not exist there. Sir, i t  would be very 
strange indeed if the South did not object to this proposition:· (Browne 
1 850, 450) 

The problems surrounding extending the California boundary to in
clude the Mormon settlement(s) were presented in even more simplistic 
terms. "According to the proclamation of the Governor, which has been 
adopted as the act of the people, the eastern boundary is fixed at the 
Sierra Nevada, unless the districts be altered and the apportionment be 
remodelled. We allow no representation to a body of American people, 
constituting one-fourth of the souls in California . . .  if the whole of Cali
fornia is taken in, we must remodel the apportionment . . .  ;" (Browne 
1 850, 432) an unacceptable delay to a Convention already teetering on 
the edge of fa ilure. Not to mention, given the disparity in cultures be
tween the Coast and the Great Salt Lake region, " . . .  that the thirty-nine 
thousand emigrants coming across the Sierra Nevada, will never sanc
tion this constitu tion if you include the Mormons:· (Browne 1 850, 441 )  

Above all other issues, however, were the practicalities of governing 
beyond what was "conceded to be the natural boundary of the State . . .  " 
(Browne 1 850, 44 1 )  "Consider . . .  the expense and difficulty of carrying on 
a government over a vast desert, where the means of communication 
are so l imited. The expense alone ought to be a sufficient objection, 
apart from every other consideration . .  .The expense of putting in op
eration for the first time an entire j udicial system, together with the 
various branches of our State government, must necessarily be very 
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great, even within the smallest of limit proposed . . .  How much greater 
would be the expense over a vast wilderness, separated from us by 
snowy ridges of mountains, and hundreds of miles distant from the 
nearest point of civilization:· (Browne 1 850, 448) 

With opponents to the Sierra Nevada proposal(s) unable to mount an 
effective response to these arguments, the Convention finally voted to 
accept the Sierra Nevada line on 10 October 1 849. Though not favored 
by a ll, this natural boundary was considered by most "to be the only 
compromise left' (Browne 1 850, 458) Inserted as part of Article XI I  to the 
State Constitution, the description of California's eastern boundary read: 
"Commencing at the point of intersection of 42d degree of north lati
tude with the 1 20111 degree of longitude west from Greenwich, and nm
ning south on the line of said 1 20'11 degree of west longitude until it 
intersects the 39111 degree of north latitude; thence running in a straight 
l ine in a south easterly direction to the River Colorado, at a point where 
it intersects the 35111 degree of north latitude; thence down the middle of 
the channel of said river, to the boundary line between the United States 
and Mexico . . .  " (Browne 1 850, XI) 

On 9 September 1 850, the U.S. Congress accepted the Constitution pre
sented by the Convention and admitted California as a state. By allow
ing this boundary description to stand, the Federal Government was 
not only permitting the entry of the 3 1 51 State; it was also accepting the 
creation of a territorial stamping ground along the eastern edge of the 
Sierra Nevada. This new sub-region would immediately become the 
scene of challenge and defense behaviors. 

Loddng Ilorns 

On the same day that the U.S. admitted California to statehood, the 
Territory of Utah was established. I ts boundaries were: 

All that part of the territory of the United States included within the following 
limits, to wit :  bounded on the west by the State of California, on the north by 
the Territory of Oregon, and on the east by the summit of the Rocky Mountains, 
and on the south by the thirty-seventh parallel of north lati tude . . .  (Douglas 
1 930, 23 1 )  

Even before the admission of California a s  a state, the Carson Valley 
east of Lake Tahoe had begun to see settlement. By late 1 85 1 ,  this area 
had seen enough growth to create the need for civil organization in the 
Valley. (Bancroft 1 890, 65-69; Thompson and West 1 958, 3 1-32) In 1 853, 
feeling isolated from and neglected by the Utah Territorial government, 
citizens of Carson Val ley petitioned the California legislature regarding 
annexation for j udicial purposes. (Bancroft 1 890, 74; Mack and Sawyer 
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1 946, 57-58) Fearing that discussions to extend California's boundaries 
beyond the Sierra would begin anew; Eastern Utah officials created the 
County of Carson out of Western Utah in 1 854. (Bancroft 1 890, 75) 

Meanwhile, with the establ ishment of Noble's Road in 1 852, Honey Lake 
Valley was opened to immigration. With an increase in the number of 
emigrants over this route, settlers began to establish themselves in  this 
area by 1 853.  One of these early settlers was Isaac Roop, founder of the 
town of Susanville. (Fariss and Smith 1 971 ,  339-340) Most of the valleys 
along the eastern side of the Sierra had been settled by the end of 1 853.  
This growth caused major problems for Utah officials who wrestled with 
the difficulties of administering a region several hundred miles away 
from their Territorial seat of government. (Mack and Sawyer 1 946, 57) 

Believing that Utah officials were incapable of arriving at an effective 
solution, Carson Val ley again petitioned California for annexation ir 
1 856. (Bancroft 1 890, 79-8 1 )  In April of that same year, Honey Lake Val· 
ley residents decided to create their own territory. Feel ing not one wi 
associated with either Utah or California, settlers led by Peter Lassei 
and Isaac Roop created the Territory of Nataqua. (Fariss and Smith 1 97 
344-346) 

This overt move toward separation on the part of settlers along tr 
eastern edge of the Sierra caused Utah officials to react. Basing the 
plans on the stmctured settlement of eastern Utah, officials began to tl) 
and similarly organize the perceptually chaotic region of western Utah. 
Doomed to failure, Mormon efforts (Bancroft 1 890, 79-8 1 )  would only 
serve to exacerbate tensions. Abandoning their efforts at organization, 
Utah officia ls dissolved the courts in  Carson County in 1 857, (Bancroft 
1 890, 82) prompting another meeting of the citizens of H oney Lake Val
ley. The result of this meeting was the following statement: "Whereas, 
we, the citizens of Honey Lake Val ley, entertaining reasonable doubts of 
our being within the limits of the state of California, and believing that 
until the eastern boundary of the state of California is determined by 
the proper authorities that no county or counties have a right to extend 
their jurisdiction over us . . .  " (Fariss and Smith 1 971 ,  350) 

And therein lay the problem. Without a firm knowledge of who "owned" 
the territory, i .e., California or Utah, residents were more than willing to 
organize themselves and create their own stamping grounds. Though 
Carson Valley residents were not willing to recognize the "Territory of 
Nataqua," (Fariss and Smith 1 971 ,  352) they were willing to become a 
part of California as evidenced by the short lived Pautah County. (Coy 
1 923, 9) Meanwhile, Honey Lake Valley residents insisted upon their 
own identity. 
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Discord between the Utah government and the settlers along the east
ern Sierra had, by 1 859, reached an irreconcilable condition. In 1 859, 
elections were held naming Isaac Roop "governor of the said territory 
by a large majority:' (Fariss and Smith 1 971 ,  355) A delegate was sent to 
Washington to plead for the creation of a new territory. Citing "abuses" 
by the Mormons and referring to "the dangerous difficulty of transit, 
and expense of communication with the seat of the Territorial Govern
ment," (Kelly 1 962, 26-27) the envoy expounded on the coupling of these 
problems with the rush of immigrants to the Comstock area due to the 
discovery of silver. (Fariss and Smith 1 971 , 356) Not willing to pass upon 
the offer of residents to ensure the safety of travelers through the re
gion, (Bancroft 1 890, 83) Congress passed legislation forming the Terri
tory of Nevada i n  March of 1 86 1 .  

Approved o n  2 March 1 86 1 ,  the Organic Act "organizing the Territory of 
Nevada" stipulated its boundaries as follows: 

Beginning at the point of intersection of the forty-second degree of north lati
tude with the thirty-ninth degree of longitude west from Washington; thence, 
running south on the line of said thirty-ninth degree of west longitude, until it 
intersects the northern boundary line of the territory of New Mexico; thence 
due west, to the dividing ridge separating the waters of Carson Valley from 
those that flow into the Pacific; thence on said dividing ridge northwardly to 
the forty-first degree of north latitude; thence due north to the southern boundary 
line of the state of Oregon; thence due east to the place of beginning . . .  provided, 
that so much of the territory within the present limits of the state of California, 
shall not be included within this territory until the state of California shall 
assent to the same, by an act i rrevocable without the consent of the United 
States . . .  (Kelly 1 962, 36) 

Nobody was certain what territory actually existed within the limits of 
California. Echoing delegates to Californ ia's Const itutional Conven tion, 
the framers of the boundaries of the Territory of Nevada had placed 
their western boundary along the crest of the Sierra. The problem 
stemmed from the fact that nobody was certain how closely the 1 20111 
Meridian actually came to where it was supposed to. Aggravating the 
situation were the results of several surveys done through the 1 850s 
which i ndicated that the 1 20111 l ine of west longitude actually fell much 
farther east than indicated on the Disturnell and Fremont maps. (Uzes 
1 977, 71 -75) (See Maps 1 - 3) 

Reactions to the i ncreasing need for an accurate boundary survey were 
evidence by a New York Times article of the period which stated: 'The 
act of Congress organizing the Territory of Nevada, it is believed, will 
deprive California of a strip of her territory 300 m iles long by from IS to 
50 miles wide. The State will probably be unwilling to yield so large a 
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portion of her domain, much of which is very valuable in s ilver mines�' 
(Tile New York Times, 17 April 1 86 1 )  

The boundary issue between California a n d  Nevada finally reached the 
boiling point with the "Sagebrush Waf.' In March of 1 86 1 ,  President 
Lincoln appointed James Nye Governor of Nevada Territory. By Novem
ber, the fledgl ing territory had been divided into nine count ies. (Fariss 
and Smith 1 971 , 356) One of these, Roop County, included Honey Lake 
Val ley. Basically a power struggle for jurisdictional authority over the 
Honey Lake region between Roop County, Nevada Territory and Plumas 
County, California, open hostilities erupted in  early 1 863 . A truce was 
called only when it was agreed to let the Governors of the respective 
states settle the issue. (Thompson and West 1 958, 1 00- 1 0 1 )  

The political solution reached by California and Nevada had three basic 
elements: 1 .) California and Nevada would undertake an accurate bound
ary survey; (2.) pending the results of the survey, Plumas County would 
have jurisdiction within the Honey Lake region up to the 1 20'11 Merid
ian as shown on DeGroot's map (see Map 4); and (3.) all rights and 
judgements would be transferred to the appropriate state after the sur
vey. (Fariss and Smith 1 971 .  362) Pursuant to this agreement, "By an Act 
of the Legislat ure, approved April twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred 
and s ixty-three, it was made the duty of the Surveyor-General of the 
State [California] to define and establish the entire Eastern Bou ndary 
Line of the State . . .  " (Houghton 1 864, 35) Watched with keen interest by 
newspapers, polit icians, and residents on both sides, the survey would 
proceed north from Lake Bigler to the Oregon border; then southeast 
from Lake Bigler to the 35'" Parallel. But. i mmediate controversy erupted 
as the survey party began working north. 

One of the first issues to arise, was the renaming of Lake Bigler. As the 
Hu11 11Joldt Register (Unionville, Nevada Territory) observed: "A number of 
newspapers have attempted to change the name of this beaut iful sheet 
of water on the Sierra Nevada mountains. There is no good reason, only 
a bit of personal spite, for attempting the innovation. We prefer 'Bigler: 
as by that name the lake is a well-known feature in the country' (Tire 
Hu11 11Joldt Register (Unionville, N.T.). 10 October 1 863) Recognizing the 
bulk of this water body was now found to reside within the confines of 
California, editors of the Marysville Appeal responded that they would 
not "object to the Register calling Lake Tahoe by any name it pleases�' 
(Tire Humboldt Register (Unionville, N.T), 3 1  October 1 863) 

Once the survey party reached Honey Lake Valley, an announcement 
appeared in Sacramento's Tire Daily Bee: "The Surveyor General's Eastern 
line of the State survey embraces the entire county known in Nevada 
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Figure 4. "A Tracing of a Map of Nevada & Eastern California compiled by Degroot 1863." Note 
placement of Nightingill Valley in the upper left hand portion as well as the perceived, relative 

delimitation of 120th meridian. [Courtesy bancroft Library] 
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Territory as Roop county.' (Tire Daily Bee (Sacramento), 1 8  August 1 863) 
This pronouncement sparked an immediate reaction among Nevada 
residents. The survey showed the boundary line running a little over 
eight mi les east of Honey Lake, (Kidder 1 864, 5 1 )  meaning that most of 
Honey Lake Valley fell within the confines of California .  Since this was 
the home of Isaac Roop, Nevada's provisional territorial governor prior 
to the appointment of James Nye, (Fariss and Smith 1 971 ,  55) it was 
tantamount to rubbing salt in an open wound. With the town of 
Susanville (named for Roop's daughter Susan and an important scene 
of the "Sagebrush War") (Fariss and Smith 1 97 1 ,  393) being prominently 
located in Honey Lake Valley, Nevada was not only losing a large piece 
of its cultural "history," it  was also losing a major hub of transportation 
for the region. 

As the survey party neared the Oregon border, they discovered "a large 
and fertile valley' (Legislature of the State of California 1 864, 54) The 
"discovery" of a new portion of Cali fornia created more than a little 
excitement in  the papers: 

One of the most interesting facts, elicited by the recent Boundary Survey, is the 
existence . . .  of many hitherto unknown, but beautiful valleys. One of these, Sur
prise Valley, is well worthy of the attentive consideration of our readers, on 
account of its beauty, its remarkable features, and its eligibility for valuable 
homestead locations. 
Surprise Valley, so designated, undoubtedly by is discoverers, from the fact that 
its luxuriance of floral, herbal, and cereal bloom burst upon their gaze, a thing 
of total unexpectedness . . .  a grazing range, of unequaled superiority for many a 
herd of stock, now picking up a scanty subsistence on the sun-dried plains of 
the Sacramento Valley . . .  Adding to the picturesqueness and also the future util
ity, of this valley are three fine large lakes, while on its western border, dense 
forests of valuable pine timber . . .  the fertility of the soil is without doubt unsur
passed, and under the hands of our energetic farmers could be made to excel in 
all the products of the farm. 
But the main point of interest, to us in this valley, is that it is nearly fifty miles 
nearer the rich mining country of Humboldt, than Honey Lake Valley . . .  
Let our farmers look to it then, and secure themselves a location there. It is 
evident to us that fortunes will, at no distant day, be realized in that lonely 
valley. It is as easy of access from Tehama county as Humboldt [Nevada], and 
there is no reason why we should not derive some profit from it . . .  cn1e Red Bluff 
13eacoll, I S  August 1863) 

Extolled in papers such as the Red Bluff Beacon, Daily Alta California, and 
Sacramento Daily Union, Californians were being pushed to lay claim to 
their new territory. The sense of urgency stemmed from Nevada's reac
tion to the claims of Surprise Val ley being "hitherto unknown:· Citing a 
Sacramento Daily Union article, the Humboldt Register began a modest cam
paign to assert Nevada's 'discovery rights:' 

. . .  The Union is misinformed as to this discovery. The same valley was entered 
in July, 1860, by Capt. Nightingill and a company of 23 men. It will be found 
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described on De Groot's map as 'Nightingill Valley; [See Map 4] though cor
rectly named, by a striking coincidence the same as it has been re-d1ristened by 
the surveying party. Nightingill and company were surprised exceedingly . . .  and 
gave name to their discovery from their sensation on beholding it. . .  The party 
had no tools, no great amount of provisions, and too many Indians about . . .  They 
did stop long enough though, to put up notice for a farm of 160 acres of land for 
ead1 of the 24 men. (TIIe Hu1 1 1 1Jolrlt Register (Unionville, N.T.), 22 August 1863) 

Further "evidence" of Nevada's prior discovery was published shortly 
thereafter in the Sncra11 1enlo Daily Uuiou :  

A correspondent of  the UNION at  Honey Lake submits the following in con
nection with the discovery and name of this valley: 
In some editorial comments on the late boundary survey, you presume that the 
surveying party were the first white men ever in Surprise valley, which is a 
mistake, as the road to Southem Oregon runs across said valley one-third of 
the length of it from the south end, which was traveled as early as 1847 . . . You 
also presume that Houghton and party named Surprise valley, in consequence 
of their surprise at finding such a valley in such a place. That is the way the 
valley got its name, buth not by the surveyors, nor was it name this year [ 1863]. 
Surprise valley has been known to the Honey Lakers since 1860, and was named 
that year by Lance Nightingill's party . . .  ancl ever since the people here have 
wished to settle the valley, but the hostility of the Indians has prevented its 
settlement up to this time . . .  (5ncm111err1o Daily U11 io11, 25 August 1863) 

The problem with Nevada being able to lay claim to Surprise Valley 
based on discovery, was directly related to their own arguments. Asser
tions that Lance Nightingill was the first to discover the valley were 
contradicted by noting the presence of the "road to Southern Oregon:' 
This road, known as the Applegate Trail, was established by Jesse and 
Lindsay Applegate in 1 846; it branched from the California Trail near  
Winnemucca, Nevada. Known in  Surprise Valley today as  '49 Lane,' the 
Applegate Trail bisected the valley between Upper and Middle Alkali 
Lakes. With Upper Alkali Lake cited as Plum Lake in his 1 848 Way Bill, 
Jesse Applegate mentions that the "road in 1 846 run [sic] directly across 
the dry lake . . .  " (Applegate 1 848, 2) Lindsay Applegate would later de
scribe this region as "a beautiful green valley:' (Applegate 192 1 ,  27 ) 

Intended for migrants bound for Southern Oregon, the Applegate Trai l  
was also a major  conduit for those headed to Northern California. The 
Lassen Trail would branch fTom the Applegate trail just west of the 
Warner Mountains at Goose Lake. "Im migrants to California, should 
follow the Oregon road to this point, and turn down the foot of the 
mountain, by doing so they would avoid those tremendous mountains 
so difficult on the present route:' (Applegate 1 848, 2) Further, the 1 852 
Noble's Road which opened Honey Lake Valley to immigrants, branched 
from the Applegate Trai l  near its eastern terminus. Thus, territorial resi
dents p erceived that they were again losing control over a major tra nsit 
hub along the eastern edge of the "Sierra:' 
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Although the Boundary Survey demonstrated De Groot's placement of 
the 1 201" Meridian to be in error [See Map 4), Nevada still clung to its 
'discovery rights: Since the Applegate Trai l  was intended as the route to 
Southern Oregon, Nightingill's prior 'discovery' still gave Nevada an 
edge. Or did it? An overriding claim of discovery was actually realized 
prior to establishment of the Applegate Trai l  in 1 846. During h is second 
expedition, John Charles Fremont traveled through a substantial por
tion of what is today Northern California, Southern Oregon, and West
em Nevada. Around New Year's 1843-44, Fremont passed through Sur
prise Val ley. (Fremont 1 887, 304-3 1 0; Fremont 1846, 1 26-1 29) [See Map 2 
- 4) Thus, the Federal Government was entitled to claim discovery. This 
made Nevada's argument moot; for the Federal Government had effec
tively told California and Nevada to settle the boundary dispute be
tween themselves with "the discontinuance of the work on the part of 
the United States Commissioner:' (Legislature of the State of California 
1 862, 43) 

Though the Houghton and lves survey had been intended to settle the 
boundary dispute, it  had only served to more clearly draw the line of 
contention. Efforts by Nevada to regain the 'lost' territory east of the 
crest of the Sierra have continued, in varying degrees of intensity, to the 
present day. In 1 871 ,  Nevada officially requested that California recon
sider making the boundary the crest of the Sierra. (Thompson and West 
1 958, 1 02) In 1 874, efforts by a member of California's Legislature to 
" . . .  induce California to cede the territory east of the Summit of the 
Sierra to the State of Nevada" (Tile Humboldt Register (Unionville, N.T.), 1 3  
February 1874) aroused some hope. Unfortunately, i t  was considered 
"not highly probable . . .  that his efforts will be crowned with success for 
the simple reason that California is not disposed to give away so much 
property for love:' (TI1e Humboldt Register (Unionville, N.T.), 1 3  February 
1 874) 

The die had been cast. Despite subsequent surveys placing the 1 20'" 
Meridian at several different locations, both California and Nevada would 
rely upon the 1 863 Houghton/Ives and the 1 872 Von Schmidt surveys 
for most purposes. (Uzes 1 977, 95-96) Of course, this lack of a defini tive 
placement would cause numerous problems with property rights, wa
ter rights, and economic activity. In 1 982, the U.S. Supreme Court was 
forced to administer an "absolute" definition. Effectively, the Court held 
that Von Schmidt's delineation of the 1 20lh Meridian from the 42"d Par
allel on the Oregon border to an intersection of the 39' 11 Parallel was the 
OFFICIAL boundary - period, end of discussion. (Interestingly, the Su
preme Court, in the same decision, used the 1 893-1 899 U.S. Coast and 
Geodetic Survey delineation for the oblique boundary. But, that's an-
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other story.) (California v. Nevada, 456 U.S. 867 ( 1 982)) 

Reverberations 

By 1 874, the region north of Lake Tahoe had become more heavily settled. 
Feeling isolated both p hysically and culturally, residents east of the "Si
erra" began to demonstrate a closer bond with Nevada. With initial 
settlement beginning in 1 864, Surprise Valley had blossomed into a rich 
agricultural center. Combined, Surprise and Honey Lake valleys were a 
significant source of agricultural products for Nevada residents. In fact, 
by 1 870, the Lassen Sage Brush observed: " . . .  Reno has become the market 
for most of the produce from Surprise and Honey Lake valleys, and the 
trade from these places being by no means a light matter . . .  " (Lassen Sage 
Brush (Susanville), 1 3  April 1 870) 

The strong economic ties between Nevada and the isolated, northeast 
portions of California had been noted in papers even earlier. Articles 
appearing in November 1 869 issues of both California and Nevada news
papers extolled that: "Reno merchants and business men . . .  are securing 
a big trade from Honey Lake and Surprise Valleys . . .  " (Lassm Sage Brusl! 
(Susanville), 17 November 1 869) and "A great many of the productions 
of the valley find a market in this county [Humboldt County, Nevada] 
between which and Surprise Valley there is no impassable boundary at 
any season of the year. Surprise Valley should properly become a part 
and parcel of this State [Nevada] to which, from its position east of the 
s nowcap p e d  S i erras,  it natura l ly bel ongs." (Tire Humboldt Register 
(Unionvi lle, N.T.), 27 November 1 873) 

As a part of Siskiyou County, California; Surprise Valley residents had 
grown to resent traveling over two mountain ranges (the Warner Moun
tains and the Cascade Range) to conduct legal business at the county 
seat in Yreka. Everything from filing taxes to obtaining a marriage li
cense required a round trip of, at least, several days. As noted by The 
Yreka Journal:  

This thing of traveling from two to three hundred miles to the county seat in 
summer, and in winter making the circuit to Reno, in Nevada, thence to Sacra
mento and Redding, to reach Yreka, certainly shows that Siskiyou County gov
ernment is neither beneficial to Eastern Siskiyou nor desirable to Western 
Siskiyou. The expense of the County government over this vast and remote 
territory is enormous . . .  " CI11e Yreka ]oumal, 19 November 1 873) 

Feelings of separation were compounded on a daily basis with the dif
ficulty of sending and receiving mail. 'The mail facilities between Yreka 
and Lake City, both places in Siskiyou county, require a trip over 800 
miles to be accomplished with any certainty, the only reliable mail route 
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being via Sacramento to Reno, and thence by stage east [west] to Lake 
City, in Surprise Valley' (Tire Lassen Sage Bmslr (Susanvil le), 24 April 1 869) 
Interestingly, despite the Federal Government establishi ng a major sub
regional distribution center at Redding in 1 989, Reno still remains the 
distribution center for Postal delivery to Surprise Val ley and Modoc 
County. 

Virulent tensions spawned the introduction of several bills to the Cali
fornia Legislature in 1 874 promoting the creation of a new county in 
Northeastern California. Variously named "County of Summit," "Sur
prise County," and "County of Canby," it  took several attempts before an 
acceptable bill was passed and signed on February 1 7, 1 874. Renamed 
during passage in the California Assembly and formed from the eastern 
half of Siskiyou County, Modoc County was thus defined. (Barry 1 983, 
1 1 9-1 3 1 )  

Perhaps n o  more contentious controversies have emerged from the place
ment of California's eastern boundary than those surrounding the use 
of water. The insatiable need for water on both sides of the border, 
eventually gave rise to a plethora of major projects. Despite the emo
tions generated, and because of the real and potential  environmental 
damage, it  is fortunate that not all  proposals came to fruition. 

As early as 1 870, "a proposition to direct the waters of Lake Bigler from 
their natural channel . . .  and diverting its waters by artificial means to 
the California side . . .  " (Tize Humboldt Register (Unionville, N.T.), 5 March 
1 870) had emerged. It was felt that " . . .  those conversant with the subject, 
who are thoroughly acquainted with the sources and tributaries of the 
Truckee, [feell that the proposed scheme . . .  will materially reduce the 
volume of water in  that stream, and probably dry it up in the Summer 
season, thereby effectually for the time, putting a stop to the lumbering 
business, the staple interest of the country bordering the Truckee, and 
the great source of supply for the country West of Salt Lake . . .  " (Tire 
Humboldt Register (Unionville, NT), 5 March 1 870) Nevada's Humboldt Reg
ister stated: "If those cormorants at the Bay [San Francisco] persist in 
prosecuting their nefarious purposes, our Legislature, as soon as it con
venes, should immediately bar their progress:' (Tire Humboldt Register 
(Unionville, NT), 5 March 1 870) 

One of the more outrageous schemes was put forth in  1 965 : the Sierra
Cascade Water Plan. The proposed project would have meant substan
tial changes to the landscape 'east of the Sierra: This plan, among other 
things, would have turned the whole of Surprise Valley into a reservoir 
for water diverted from the Columbia River. Eventually, this water was 
to have been pumped to communities in Southern California. At an 
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esti mated cost of $2.4 b i l lion,  t he project was con sidered " i n termed iate 
i n  s ize and scope:' (Tire Modoc CDLmly Record (Alturas), 27 May 1 965) Over
shadowed by t h e  fa r more a m b i t io us North American Wa ter And Power 

Al l iance Plan (NAWAPA) p roposed roughly a decade earlier, both plans 
ul t i mately succu mbed to opposit i on over their enormous environ men
t al i mpact . (Tire Modoc County Record (Al t u ras), 27 May 1965; Rei s ner 1986, 
487-495) 

Beg i n n i ng w i t h  the aforementioned 1 870 proposal  to p rovide San Fran
cisco with water, much of the dispute over water rig h ts has cent e red on 
the Truckee R i ver. One of the most  l i t igated waterways in t h e  cou n t ry, 
u n t i l  rece n t ly, t h e  Truckee has seen most of i ts  flow diverted for agricul
tuml p urposes. Under t h e  auspices of I n d ian wa ter righ ts, environmen
tal  enhancement ,  and Reno's grow i ng u rban needs, the water is now in 
the p rocess of b e i ng d i verted back t o  i ts o rigi nal  des t i n a t ion, i .e. ,  Pyra
m i d  Lake, Nevada.  (Egan 1997, 1 )  

Condusion 

Through a series of m ispercept i o n s  about t he lan dscape and how its  
feat ures al igned wit h  measurements oflongitude and lat i t ude, California's 
Con s t i t ut ional  Convent ion delegates made a decis ion about the place
m e n t  of t h e  Stat e's Nort h east  border that  seemed to be the most  p ri'lg
matic  solu t ion;  or " the o n ly com prom i se left:' Once t hese m i sperceptions 
had been rea l i zed, subseq uent decis ions and actions by the Golden Slate 
would b e  based more upon 'owners h i p' than practical real i t ies. U l t i
mat ely, by ignoring t h e  consequences to the landscape and i t s in habit
ants, Cal ifo rn i a  would so su ccessfu lly defend i t  nort h eastern border l h i'l l  
Nevada would come to b e  viewed b y  some a s  a "satel l i t e  s tale," depen
den t u po n  Ca l ifornia, not only for much of i ts water; (McWil l iams 1949, 
35 1 -352) b ut ,  for a l a rge part of i ts  economy as wel l .  

Today, residents  a long Cal i fo rn i a's Northeast border s t i l l  identify more 
closely wi t h  Nevada than t heir  govern i ng stCl le. 1\itany individuals in 
this region fi n d  themselves pu rsu i ng economic t i es, educat i onal goals, 
and perso n a l  rela t ionsh i ps in the Reno a rei'l, fi1 r more rea dily than on 
the Cal i fornia s i de. So s t rong a re the bonds, t h a t  occasional  rumblings 
can s t i l l  be h eard abou t rejoi n ing t h e  Si lver Slate.  Rarely expounded 
upon offi cial ly, these d iscussions enca psulate the latent sense of terri to
rial  d iscon tent  t h a t  has exis ted for a lmost  a cen t u ry a n d  a half. 

A n  analysis of t h e  establ ishment of t h e  Cal i fo rn i a/Nevada border (north 
of Lake Tahoe);  t h e  p ercept ions, or m isperceptions, behi n d  it ;  and some 
of t he resu l t i ng repercussions to the cultura l  landscape p rovide anthro
pologists w i t h  a case study i n  terri torial  defense behaviors .  The same 
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study provides an historian with a field laboratory to trace a time line 
of regional development. The geographer is able to view the whole of 
the folly in dissecting a culturally and physically homogeneous region. 
By setting down the dimensions of that folly, perhaps political pragma
tism will be supplanted by a closer evaluation of human/environmen
tal realities. 
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Reel-to-Real Urban Geographies: 
the Top Five CineJDati£ Cities in 

North AIDeri£a 

Chris Lukinbeal 
San Diego State U niversity 

Film and television lie at a n  i nteresting theoretical j unction in geogra
phy. On the one hand, we could view film and television as an indus
trial process which uses natural resources and affects both people and 
places. On the other hand, we could view television and film as repre-

. sentational images which depict themes and narratives of a culture and 
its geography. These two different ways of understanding the audio
visual media lies at  the heart of this theoretical junction. This j unction 
is where two different conceptions, or theories of space meet and mingle, 
where so called material or real space meets representational space. At 
different t imes in the history of geography we have privileged one spa
tial conception over the other. Here I am referring to the debate be
tween traditional and new cultural geographers concerning the privi
leging of material cultural geography over non-material cultural geog
rap hy (see Price and Lewis 1 993, 1 993a;  Natter and Jones 1 993 ; Cosgrove 
1 993, 1 987; Duncan 1 993, Jackson 1 993). 

Representational space is a subset of non-material culture and is used 
here to denote the geography depicted in feature films and television 
shows. Often these real and representational spaces are dealt with a s  
completely separate entities. Consequently, it  should come a s  no sur
prise that geographers studying film and television have either focused 
on the material manifestations of the film industry (e.g., Christopherson 
and Storper 1 986; Storper and Christopherson 1 987) or have examined 
the depictions of people and places within representations (e.g., Lukinbeal 
and Aitken 1 998; Kennedy and Lukinbeal 1 997). Of these two areas of 
inquiry, geographers have focused primarily on representational space 
(Clarke 1 997; Aitken and Zonn 1 994; Zonn 1 990; Burgess and Gold 1 985). 
By doing so geographers often limit a focus on media to one which 
closely resembles film criticism, where the geographer tries to make the 
reader aware of specific social and spatial aspects woven i nto the fabric 
of a media text. From this vantage the relationship between representa
tional space and material  space is one where the two are mutually in
clusive: one does not exist without the other. Such a methodology, how
ever, forces us to overlook other aspects of the relationship between . 
these spaces. One of these aspects is the actual production of represen
tational space. Simply put, by focusing on textual readings of the media 
we tend to ignore the process by which representational space is pro-
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duced. Unfortunately, this oversight directs our attention away from a 
key process through which place making and the production of space 
occurs. That process is the underlying negotiation of political and eco
nomic aspects within the film industry which produce representational 
space. The modern fil m  industry encompasses the economic activities 
of major motion pictures and audio-visual productions for television 
(TV shows, TV movies, commercials, and music videos). I focus on the 
fil m  production industry and as such do not examine distribution or 
exposition. 

With this essay I seek to show one way to examine this t heoretical 
junction; this meeting ground of two conceptions of space. My argu
ment is simply that the uneven development and dispersion of the fil m  
industry produces an uneven depiction of m aterial  space. Thus, the 
production of representational space is not a mirror of material space, 
but rather a product of the politics and economics of a specific industry. 
Consequently, if we wish to understand what we see on television and 
in the cinema we must begin by understanding how these images arise 
and where they originate. I first investigate how the demise of the stu
dio industry changed the content of representational space. I then ex
amine the top five cinematic cities i n  North America. A cinematic city is 
one which accounts for a high volume of on location filming. These 
cities dominate the economic activities related to the film production 
industry and are the most frequently depicted geographies in represen
tational space. 

Industrial Changes in the Film. Industry 

The film industry has had to negotiate a number of poli tical and eco
nomic changes that have directly affected the content of representa
tional space. While these changes could be documented back to and 
before the advent of motion pictures, I begin with the decline of the 
studio system. From the 1 920s to the late 1 940s Hollywood's studio sys
tem reigned supreme. The studio system was characterized by a fac
tory-like system where all  parts of production took place under a single 
roof. During this so called Golden Age of filmmaking most movies where 
produced on soundstages or in studio backlots. The geography depicted 
was mostly l imited to indoor productions and backlot private spaces. 
Even during the golden age of film production real locations were needed 
to situate the action of narratives (figure 1 ). As figure one shows there is 
an amply supply of diverse locations within close proxim ity of Los An
geles. These locations could be used to represent a number of different 
sites through the world. Figure one is a 1 9 1 8  Paramount Studio location 
map which documents places in California and their possible uses in 
representational spaces. Consequently, when film makers needed to film 
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on location they had a mental map of representational space which was 
grounded in real space locations. 
Two developments lead to the demise of the studio system. The first was 
the Paramount Decision of 1 948 in which the Supreme Court decided 
that studios could not own their own cinemas. This decision effectively 
removed the captive market for their products. The second event was 
the arrival of television which fragmented the visual entertainment 
market and decentralized the mode of reception of representational 
space. These two events lead to an organizational restructuring and 
vertical disintegration within the film production industry. I n  essence, 
with the changes in the film market, backlot productions became too 
expensive which triggered a gradual shift in production activity away 
from the studio system to a system based on flexible specia lization with 
regional networks of production companies and their associated sub
contractors (Coe 1 998, Storper and Christopherson 1 987, 1 985). 

Flexible specialization refers to an industry whose system of production is, or
ganized around the interactions of a network of small firms. These firms spe
cialize in batch or custom production of general classes of outputs, whereas 
mass production firms are committed to the production of specific outputs in 
large quantities. The production system as a whole is flexible because each 
production project can be organized with a different mix of specialized input
output providing firms. In more conventional parlance these firms are subcon
tracted in a system of production that is vertically disintegrated (Storper and 
Christopherson 1 987, 1 04). 

During the 1 960s and 1 970s three changes in the fi lm industry trans
formed the content of representational space. First, with the shift in the 
production system to flexible specialization, there was a rise in on loco
tion shooting outside Los Angeles. Second, as a response to the televi
sion market, film makers had to find new attractions to help sell thei r 
product. One of these attractions was to si tuate stories in geographic 
realism. I use the term geographic realism in a slightly different context 
than that defined by realist and neo-real ist film maker's (e.g., Italian 
film maker Roberto Rossell ini) and film critics (e.g., Andre Bazin and 
Siegfried Kracauer). Traditionally, realism refers to a respect for reality 
where quality is measured by how well a fi l m  reflects the rea l,  material 
world. Realism includes both the realistic quality of landscapes and the 
realistic quality of a story's content. I use geographic realism to focus on 
the real quality of the landscape and thus realism reflects on location 
filming rather than the geography depicted on a soundstage or in a 
studio's back lot. With the rise of on location fi lming in the 1 960-1 970s, 
more and more real places began to look l ike studio back lots (e.g., the 
re-modeling of the Las Vegas strip) thus blurring the distinction be
tween real and representational space. Geographic realism is an attrac
tion in representational space in two ways: it  provides a new element of 
scenic  beauty, something used sparingly in  the past; and second, it  
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strengthens a narrative by grounding action i n  real places. By strength
ening the narrative the audience can more easily suspend their disbe
lief and enter into the world of representational space. Suspension of 
disbelief is a spatial issue in that i t  refers to the process whereby an 
individual. for the sake of pleasure, disregards the differences between 
real. material spaces and representational space. Geographic realism 
strengthens this disregard by providing an ontological bridge between 
real and representational space. For example, a real landscape and its 
representational image in a motion p icture are ontologically the same 
(Bazin 1 967). If  the viewer can suspend their disbelief and accept the 
representational landscape as real, then their attention is not focused 
on the landscape of the narrative but is forced onto the narrative. This 
ontological bridge is frequently destroyed when the viewer can no longer 
believe that the narrative could take place in the depicted environment. 
This ontological bridge is also destroyed when the narrative l ies to the 
viewer, telling them that t he place depicted is a specific location when it 
is not. However. the narrative reta ins its validity and realism and is only 
guilty of lying when the viewer realizes that the ontological bridge has 
been destroyed. Consequently, the text becomes hegemonic - it is  the 
dominant controlling factor of visually mediated representational space. 
The third change in the film industry was the invention of mobile cam
eras and recording devices which allowed film makers to go on location 
and capture the sense of place more accurately (Maier 1 994). These in
novations opened up a whole new geography for film makers. Places 
that use to be off-limits because of bulky equipment were now acces
sible. These three factors of providing beauty, authenticating the narra
tive and technological innovations continue to transform the conten t of 
representational space. 

From the late 1 970s to the 1 980s, on location shooting continued and 
expanded. Specific places like New York City, Toronto, and San Fran
cisco were frequently used for media productions. During the 1 980s on 
location fi lming became such a regular event that many places began 
setting up film commissions to actively promote this economic activity. 
In  North America the first film commission created was in San Diego. 
Film commissions are organizations funded and affiliated with local 
government bureaucracy. They help the film production industry ob
tain permission to shoot in local surroundings. They also create and 
maintain a local resource guide of qualified industrial service provid
ers. The common goal of all film commissions is to attract film makers 
to their region. The main way that film commissioners promote their 
place is by focusing on aesthetics and economics. Usually the primary 
reason for major motion pictures to film in a speci fic location is due to 
aesthetic reasons: a specific place is needed to provide the realistic back
drop for a narrative. While aesthetics plays a role in television produc-
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tions, of equally importance is economics: they need to be able to shoot 
in a specific type of locale within a given budget. Thus, the ability of a 
place to provide cheap access to locations along with an established 
regional network of i ndustrial services will enable a production com
pany to keep their costs down. 

In the later half of the 1 990s the film industry has grown enormously 
mainly due to cable television and the newly independent television 
broadcasters. New cable broadcasters l ike FOX, WB, U PN, A&E, and so 
forth, are determi ned to have their own programming which accounts 
for the huge growth and dispersion of the film production industry 
(Mon i tor  Company et.  a l . ,  1 994). I n  the  early 1 980s Storper and 
Christopherson ( 1 985) predicted that t here would be a continual rise in 
on location filming outside Los Angeles and California.  Th is situation, 
however, has not happen - on location fi lming in California and Los 
Angeles appears to be on the rise. In 1 996 the film industry was esti
mated to be one of the largest industries in California directly spendi ng 
$27.5 billion . Annual payroll expenditures to California residence where 
estimated at $ 1 2  billion (Motion Picture Association of America 1 998). I f  
we apply the broadest definition of the entertainment industry, i t s  an
nual business should reach $40 billion by the year 2000 (Bates 1 998). Of 
the 702 films produced in the United States in 1 996 eighty-one percent 
(572 films) were partially or entirely filmed in California. Only 130 fi lms 
were made outside California in 1 996 which represented a fourteen per
cent decline from 1 992. Cal i fornia also dominates in television produc
tion accounting for eighty percent of prime time episodes (Motion Pic
ture Association of America 1 998). Clearly California captures not only a 
large portion of the fi lm industry's economy but it is also is the most 
depicted region in representational space. 

In an effort to maintain its dominance, California has more film com
missions than any other state in the US. Also, if California was a coun
try, it  would have more film commissions than any other country in the 
world except the US. The Film Liaisons in Cal ifornia, Statewide, or FLICS, 
represents a massive networking system cen tered in Hollywood with 
the California State Fi lm Commission. These film commissions repre
sent territorial  domains vying for production dollars and the opportu
nity to be a star in representational space (figure 2). Just as in the Golden 
Age when California was the primary backlot for on location shoots 
(figure 1 ), economic data from the 1 990s reaffirms California's domi
nance in real and representational space. 

Top Five Cinetnati.: Cities in North Atneri.:a 

The most predominate cinematic city in the world is Los Angeles. In  
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1 998 it is estimated that 262,000 people work in with an additional SO,OOO 
people indirectly employed in the entertainment industry (Bates 1 998). 
In 1 996 the gross revenue from the film production industry accounted 
for $25 billion in expenditures in Los Angeles County, a ninety-three 
percent increase since 1 992 (Motion Picture Association of America 1 998). 
Production days, or the cumulative days spent filming on the streets of 
Los Angeles County i n  1 997, was equal to 47, 669 days. This figure is 
double that of production days i n  1 993 . On any given day there can be 
as many as ISO different film, television, music video or commercial 
projects filming on the streets of Los Angeles County (Bates 1 998). Los 
Angeles clearly dominates the film production i ndustry as well as being 
the most prominent region depicted in representational space. 

Geographers have been writing about film for over thirty years (cf. 
Kennedy and Lukinbeal 1 997) yet due to the focus on film as either a 
representational space or a real economic space there has been no men
tion of arguably the most important site in a geography of film (figure 
3). This location is not the most filmed site in the world, but rather is the 
center p oint around which a t hirty-mile zone is determined by three 
powerful labor unions, two of which are involved in the film produc
tion industry(figure 4). This thirty mile radius represents the most heavily 
filmed area in the world (Counter 1 997), accounting for roughly sev
enty-five percent of all  motion p icture and television productions 
(Mosher 1 997). This zone defines a line past which union members of 
the Screen Actors Guild and the International Theater and Stage Em
ployees must be paid per diem benefits (meals, hotels, etc.). The thirty 
mile zone (known as 'the zone') originated in the late 1 960s and grew 
out of the increased usage of on location sites for production. Due to 
the i ncrease in on location filming in the late 1 960s, tensions began to  
rise between the studios, their employees and the Teamsters Union. the 
studios wanted their employees to report directly to locations no mat
ter where they were located in the Los Angeles metropolitan area. This 
procedure denied the Teamsters from providing transportation for stu
dio employees and production materials. Negotiations between the vari
ous unions and the studios resulted in the creation of the thirty mile 
zone, which was centered at the old offices of the Association of Motion 
Pictures and Television Producers office at Beverly Boulevard and La 
Cienega Boulevard (figure 3). This thirty mile zone has only been ex
panded twice during the 1 980s to i nclude two sites: the so called 'film 
train; a historic train owned and operated by Shoreline Enterprises in 
Filmore, and Castaic Lake in northern Los Angeles County (Counter 1 997). 

While coming in a distant second, New York City represents one of the 
prime regional networks for television commercials. So much so that 
Bergen County, New Jersey, just across the Hudson River from New York 
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City, is known as the ki tchen capital of the world because i ts  u pscale 
homes have appeared in count less commercials for ad agencies based 
in Manhattan (Maier 1 994). New York City was one of the first (if not t he 
first) cinematic cit ies in 1 orth America because it was most l ikely the 
first city to be depicted on film and the origin for the fi lm production 
industry in the Uni ted States. New York City is also the home for many 
television studios and remains the location of choice for many screen 
writers, d irectors and actors (most notably, Woody Allen). In 1 997 pro
duct ion days in ew York Ci ty was equal to 2 1 ,339 and accounted for 
$2.37 billion in business. Aesthet ics remains one of the pri nciple reasons 
for fi lming in ew York City - the city's sense of place is needed to 
ground the act ion of part icular narratives. Because of disagreements 

Figure 3 .  

between local unions and Hol lywood studios in 1 99 1 ,  ew York Ci ty's 
fi lm indust ry su ffered a decl ine in product ion. In this  case economics 
ou tweigh aesthet ics and images of ew York City decline in represen ta
t ional space. 

The third largest ci nematic city, or metropolitan area in t h is case, in 
orth America is the San Francisco Bay Area. The San Francisco Bay 

Area has not been consider a major cinematic ci ty unt i l  recently be
cause aggregate  data was not avai lable unti l  the Motion Picture Asso
ciat ion of America's 1 998 economic impact report (Mot ion Pictu re Asso
ciat ion of America 1 998). In their report which calculated production 
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expenditures for 1 996, San Francisco County ranked third within the 
state of California and roughly seventh in North America in total pro
duction expenditures with $349 million. However, total production ex
penditures in 1 996 for San Francisco, Alameda, Marin, Contra Costa and 
Santa Clara counties equaled $837 million (Motion Picture Association 
of America 1 998). These represent the main counties in the Bay Area 
involved in film and television production. Perhaps the most important 
new resource which has encouraged the development and growth of 
the film i ndustry i n  the Bay Area is the availability of the decommis
sioned Naval bases (Alameda Naval Air Station, Mare Island Naval Ship
yard and Treasure Island Naval Station). All three stations have hangars 
suitable for large-scale interior sets and the decommissioned bases do 
not require DOD (Department of Defense) script approval. In 1 997 the 
hangars were put to use for Disney's movie, Flubber and Warner Brother's 
movie, Sphere. Sphere, was shot entirely on a set in a Navy dry-dock at 
Mare Island Naval Shipyard. As Michael John Meehan, the location 
manager for Sphere notes, 'The buildings are particularly well-suited for 
films that have few real-world spaces" (Ackley 1 998, 62). Like New York 
City, aesthetics is the primary draw for film productions in San Fran
cisco - its sense of place grounds geographic realism to the history of 
the City. The decommissioned bases add to this draw by allowing film 
makes to remain on location to finish their soundstage shots rather 
than h aving to return to Los Angeles to wrap-up shooting. The main 
drawback to filming in the Bay Area is that it is one of the most expen
sive places to produce films. 

In contrast to the San Francisco Bay Area and New York City, Toronto 
and Vancouver British Colombia have become prominent cinematic cities 
because t hey are inexpensive locations from which to produce films. 
During the 1 99 1  boycott of New York City by Hollywood producers, 
Toronto, the fourth largest cinematic city in North America, saw a boom 
in production expenditures. Toronto is home to Canada's film industry 
and continues to be the first choice for directors who want to shoot in 
New York, but can't afford it. Three examples of this include, Three Men 
and a Baby, Moonstmck and Sea of Love. In  1 997 Ontario's film industry 
accounted for 8,458 production days with direct expenditures totaling 
$635 . 1 mi l l ion (Ontario Film Development Corporation 1 997). The 
wannabe Hollywood of the North, Vancouver British Colombia, is the 
fifth largest cinematic city in North America. Both Vancouver and Toronto 
lure the majors away from Hollywood by providing economic i ncen
tives through a favorable exchange rate and many federal government 
tax-breaks. Another key economic incentive is the close proximity of 
these cities to the first and second largest film production centers in 
North America. Through their very proximity these Canadian cities are 
able to offer film producers an option when considering where to pro-
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duce their product. As such both Vancouver and Toronto have become 
cinematic not for their sense of place but rather for their low cost incen
tives. Consequently, in representational space these cities are frequently 
depicted in productions which have limited budgets (low budget fea
ture films, made-for-TV-movies and television shows). Along these lines, 
Vancouver has become the second largest producer of television shows 
in North America (Vancouver Film Commission 1 998). Vancouver is at
tractive to film and television production for three main reasons: first, it 
is a short two hour plane ride from Los Angeles ; second, it  is in the 
same time zone as Los Angeles , an important factor in coordinating a 
shooting schedule; th ird, it has a relatively mild climate with topo
graphic diversity in close proximity to Vancouver (Coe 1 998). In  1 997, 
British Colombia generated $630.6 million in direct expenditures and 
accounted for 1 67 productions (mostly television s hows). Vancouver has 
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been home to many television shows including, ]unrpslreet, Wiseguy, 
McGyver and the enormously successful X Files. Vancouver, however, will 
be loosing the X Files in the fal l  of 1 998 to Los Angeles. It will be interest
ing to see how much this will affect the geography depicted in the X Files. 

Condusion 

A cinematic city can be understood in many ways: as it  is depicted in 
representational space; through the industrial practices which occur at 
real locations in cities like Los Angeles, New York City, San Francisco, 
Toronto and Vancouver; or, as a site which interweaves the two spaces 
producing a thirdspace, one that possess the quali ties ofboth real space 
and representational space (cf. Soja 1 996). Examining the cinematic city 
as an urban thirdspace has been difficult in the past because the two 
spaces have often been considered mutually inclusive or mutually ex
clusive. As mutually i nclusive spaces the real and the representational 
are considered the same and therefore the relationshi p  between the 
two does not need to be addressed. From this perspective a representa
tion of a city and the real city are the same and should not be consid
ered as separate spaces. As mutually exclusive spaces, the real and rep
resentational are distinctly separate spatial realms where one realm is 
often considered more important than the other. Here, what occurs in 
the real city may be considered infinitely more important than the way 
a city is represented by film and television. The third (space) choice 
shifts the focus away from the strict delineation of real and representa
tional space by focusing on the way in which space is produced and 
interwoven in particular cities in North America. From this perspective, 
cities are cinematic because the industrial practices that occur within 
them produce a space that is both real and representational. The cin
ematic city is thus a real location which produces an audio-visual product 
and is depicted in that product. 

Cinematic cities become prominent in real and representational space 
for aesthetic or economic reasons, or a combination of both. Both Los 
Angeles and New York City will remain prominent for both these rea
sons and because of industrial inertia. The San Francisco Bay Area has 
traditionally been a cinematic city for aesthetic reasons - its geographic 
realism and sense of place saturates its representational space. The rep
resentational space produced in the San Francisco Bay Area and New 
York City usually emphasizes geographic realism over placelessness. For 
these cities to increase their production they must, however, be able to 
offer more economic incentives which allow film makers to save money. 
Cheaper products usually mean less geographic realism and the pro
duction of p lacelessness. For the San Francisco Bay Area to expand its 
production it must be able to keep some of the decommissioned Naval 
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bases as active, low-cost soundstages where placeless imagery can be 
easily and cheaply produced. Similarly, New York City may be able to 
boost is production if it is able to build more soundstages and avoid 
another labor crisis. Both of these cinematic cities struggle with the 
dynamic tension of economic incentives and placelessness and, aes
thetic incentives and sense of place. 

Toronto and Vancouver also struggle with this dynamic tension but 
they excel in offering economic incentive and the production of  
placelessness. Vancouver has risen from an occasional location for film 
production to a dominate player in less than twenty years. Its rise to 
prominence offers us clues how future cinematic cities may rise to fame. 
With the expanding need for low-cost television productions the five 
major cinematic cities and other production centers will seek to lure 
production dollars through economic incentives. Cities which can offer 
economic incentives and attract television productions may become 
the future cinematic cities of tomorrow. Vying for future stardom are 
the Dallas/Forth Worth area, San Diego and Miami. Future cinematic 
cities will predominately emphasize placeless imagery over sense of 
place making geography into a series of set stages upon which stories 
can unfold. Placelessness continually allows characters, stories and events 
to rise above and perform upon a deadened space. While geographic 
realism seeks to make space come alive, placeless imagery produces an 
anesthetized geography which is a secondary consideration to the ac
tions of social life. The challenge to geography is to chart these dynamic 
tensions lying within the cinematic city and present them in ways which 
can be taught and understood. We might favor the production of geo
graphic realism over placelessness, but both geographies constitute our 
perception of and cohabitation in the cinematic city. 

References 

Ackley, Laura. June 30 - July 6, 1 997. Island in Limelight: former Military Bases Provide 
Soundstage Space. Variely, 61-62. 
Aitken, Stuart and Leo Zonn. eds. 1994. Place, !'ower, Silualion and Speclac/e: A Geography of 
Film. Totowa, New Jersey: Rowan and Littlefield Publishers Inc. 
Bates, James. Sunday, January 18, 1 998. In Local Economy Hollywood Is Star. Los A11geles 
Times, 1 .  Sunday Final. 
Bazin, Andre. 1967. Whal is Cirw11a? Translated and selected by Hugh Gray. 2 vols. Berke
ley: University of California Press. 
Burgess, Jaquelin, and John Gold. eds. 1985. Geography lhe Media a11d l'opular Cullure. 
New York: St. Martin's Press, Inc. 
Christopherson, S. and Storper, M. 1986. The City as Studio; the World as Back Lot: the 
Impact of Vertical Disintegration on the Location of the Motion Picture Industry. Environ
men I and /'Ianning D: Sociely and Space 4: 305-320. 
Clarke, David. ed. 1 997. '11re Cinemalic Cily. New York: Routledge 
Coe, Neil. 1 998. Exploring the global-local nexus: Hollywood, foreign investment, and 
institutional involvement in the development of the Vancouver film industry. Presenta
tion presented at the Associalion of American Geographers Annual Meeling, Boston Mass. 

76 



Cosgrove, Denis. 1 987. New Directions in Cultural Geography. Area 1 9(2): 95-101 . 
Cosgrove, Denis. 1 993. Commentary On "The Reinvention of Cultural Geography" by 
Price and Lewis. Annals of lire Association of American Geographers 83(3): 5 15-5 16. 
Counter, Dick. 1997. President, Alliance of Motion Pictures and Television Producers. 
December 1 0, 1 997. Personal Correspondence. 
Counter, Dick. President, Alliance of Motion Pictures and Television Producers. Decem
ber 1 0, 1 997. Personal Correspondence. 
Duncan, James. 1 993. On "The Reinvention of Cultural Geography" by Price and Lewis. 
Annals of tire Association of American Geographers 83(3): 5 17-5 1 9. 
Jackson, Peter. 1 993. Berkeley and Beyond: Broadening the Horizons of Cultural Geog
raphy. Annals of tire Association of American Geographers 83(3): 5 19-520. 
Kennedy, Christina, and Christopher Lukinbeal. 1 997. Towards a Holistic Approach 
To Geographic Research On Film. Progress in Human Geography 21 ,  33-50. 
Lukinbeal, Christopher and Aitken, Stuart. 1 998. "Sex, Violence and the Weather: 
Male Hysteria, Scale and the Fractal Geographies of Patriarchy.' In, /'laces "/Jrrouglr lire Body. 
Editors, Heidi Nast and Steve Pile. New York, Routledge. (forthcoming). 
Maier, R. 1 994. Location Scoulirrg and Management Handbook: lflevision, Film Still Photogra
phy. Boston: Focal Press. 
Monitor Company and t he Public Affairs Coalition of the Alliance of Motion 
Picture and Television Producers. 1 994. ll1e Economic Impact of Motion Picture, Tele
vision and Commercial Production in California. 
Mosher, Lisa. Librarian, California Film Commission. November 12, 1 997. Personal Cor
respondence. 
Mosher, Lisa. Librarian, California Film Commission. November 12, 1 997. Personal Cor
respondence. 
Motion Picture Association of America, Inc. 1 998. Stale of tire Industry: '11re Economic 
Impact of tl1e Entertainment Industry on California. Motion Picture Association of America, Inc. 
1 5503 Ventura Boulevard, Encino, California 91436. 
Natter, Wolfgang, and John Paul Jones. 1 993. Pets or Meat: Class, Ideology, and Space 
in Roger and Me. Antipode 25(2): 1 40-158. 
Ontario Film Development Corporation. December 1 9, 1 997. News Release. 175 Bloor 
Street East, North Tower, Suite 300, Toronto, Ontario M4W3R8. 
Price Marie, and Martin Lewis. 1 993. The Reinvention of Cultural Geography. Annals of 
lire Association of A11rericarr Geographers 83(1) :  1 - 17.  
Price Marie, and Martin Lewis. 1 993a. Reply: On Reading Cultural Geography. An11als 
of lire Association of American Geographers 83(3): 520-522. 
Soja, Ed. 1 996. '11rirdspace: journeys to Los Angeles and Otlrer Real-mrd-l11rngined Places. Cambridge 
Massachusetts: Blackwell Publishers. 
Storper, Michael and Susan Christopherson. 1985. Tire Changing Organization and Lom
tion oft he Motion Picture Industry. Research Report R854, Graduate School of Architecture and 
Urban Planning, University of California, Los Angeles. 
Storper, Michael and Susan Christopherson. 1 987. Flexible Specialization and Re
gional Industrial Agglomeration: The Case of the U.S. Motion Picture Industry. Annals of lire 
Association of American Geographers 77(1) :  1 04-1 17.  
Vancouver Film Commission. Febnrary 6 ,  1 998. B.C. Film and Television Industry Posts 
Record For Production in 1997. 60 1 West Cordova Street 
Zonn, Leo. 1990. Place Images in Media. editor, Leo Zonn. Savage, Maryland: Rowan and 
Littlefield Publishers, Inc. 

77 



0 
c 

. �  
0 

4-

0 
u 

c 
L 
<1) 

...c .......... 
:J 
0 

(J) 

>-.... z :::> 0 u 
< a:: ::> ..... z w > 

t z ::> 
0 u 
Ul w -' w <.:> z < 
Ul 0 -' 

0 
0 .t:J 
L.. 
0 

CD 

.. ... 
E 

�: 
{ 
{ ,; 
\: 
' 

{ 
� 
{ 
{ { { 

> ' 

i i 
: 'y tl \ ·: 
�� : � } � 
t' ; < ? !  
\ � � { �  
� '-/· � 
; .. > '- ', ? �· > � ,� 1\ < / { 
\j .. { ! {  
( . .' < : . t , u{ ' { ;'? ! <  

' ' t  < ; :  \ { ? � J ... ( 
.: ( :- 'J ': I 

, , , \  \ { : / ."(  { / • I \  I 

{ �� i � i  ' 
{ \ \ < \ \  ' ���� t, � <, { ', � \ \ >  { { �� �<<· i 
{ �: } :: �: > { 

FIG U R E  1 .  Map of So uthern California 

78 



Sense of Pla£e for Ojai California 

Kris ]ones 
I ndependent Geography Instructor and Schola r  

Abstrad 
This paper is based on a master's thesis presented to California State University, Fullerton 
in 1 994. A questionnaire was used to elicit responses people and place, critical Ojai issues, 
and concerns for the future. Findings are examined in the context of the concepts of 
topophilia, topophobia, and ge11ius loci and compared to current census data. 
Survey findings demonstrate that Ojai residents generally have a strong, positive, and 
distinct sense of place and are anxious about its preservation in the future. Respondents 
agree that Ojai is a place with striking physical features and residents unusually diverse 
for a small town. Threats to Ojai's lifestyle are perceived to derive from external forces of 
urbanization and economic development. Cohesive views regarding sense of place and 
common perceptions of imposing threats translate into community strength and a strong 
local identity or genius loci. 

Introdudion 

This study investigated the sense of place held by the residents of Ojai, 
California .  One of the few distinctive places remaining in southern Cali
fornia,  Ojai i s  under pressure to develop in ways that may threaten its 
individuality. 

As such distinctive places disappear under the spreading standardiza
tion of modern development and mobil i ty people are losing their sense 
of place feeling a diminished sense of rootedness and personal attach
ment. The a l ienation result ing from the increasing urbanization of hu
manity is  contrary to historical boundedness of humans to their physi
cal and cultural p lace. Humans need attachments to s ignificant places. 
Without these attachments people may feel estrangement or alienation 
from their environment (Bunkse 1 990). 

It would seem i mperative for com m unities and their leaders to acquire 
a clear awareness of what it is they value so that they might make 
sensit ive development decisions that preserve the spirit of a place or 
create meaningful new places (Lynch 1 976). To help prepare for such 
decision-making, a sense of place study provides an invaluable tool. 
Sense of place studies have been used increasingly in  the past 20 years 
by sociologists and geograp hers to increase our understanding of hu
mans in their environments. This study is  an attempt to provide such a 
tool for Ojai California. 

Sense of Place 

Humans thus shape and are shaped by the landscape in which they live. 
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A location has little meaning for a person just arrived. That person 
gradually develops a sense of place while carrying out everyday activi
ties and acquiring memories in that location over time. Cultural values 
affect the ways in which humans view and use the environment. A 
person's relationship with places over time contributes to the creation 
of an experiential perspective. Locations then become behavioral set
tings, and places with human meaning are thereby created. This com
mon human shared identity or spirit of p lace is also called genius loci 
which also can be thought of as a place's character, or atmosphere, as 
determined by the everyday l ife experiences of its inhabitants over time. 
A sense of p lace study must focus on the spirit of p lace concept by 
asking diverse members of the community about particular elements of 
their lives to find commonalities of perception. 

As places developed independently through history they each acquired 
local characteristics and an identity derived from their physical and 
cultural geography. However, such regional differentiation of places is 
disappearing with the advent of a high level of developmental homog
enization in the modern world. This extinction of uniquely identifiable 
places has two main. First, the move toward a global economy is stan
dardizing diverse commercial, economic and cultural landscapes through 
universal building codes and materials. Secondly, our contemporary 
society, bombarded by media images and information, is far less tied to 
particular places than any society that has preceded it .  Increasing mo
bil ity and tourism are also creating inauthentic landscapes that provide 
entertainment for visitors but may have little l ived-in meaning for local 
residents. 

Humanity has been tied to locality throughout history. Are we ready to 
lose these attachments? If we must progress beyond locality, should we 
not try to understand the dynamics of these h istoric attachments? 

This study explores the distinct landscape of Ojai, California through 
field observation, in terviews with citizens and public officials, and a 
questionnaire/survey delivered to a cross-section of residents. The sur
vey elicits residents' experiential perceptions, and degree of commonal
ity among a diverse population concerning such issues as traffic con
gestion, impact of tourism, directions for development, natural and the 
built environment, social landscape and concerns for the future. 

Rationale for Using Ojai as a Study Site 

The city of Ojai is located 80 m iles northwest of Los Angeles, 1 4  miles 
directly north of the coastal city of Ventura and 30 miles east of Santa 
Barbara (Figure 1 ). 
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In the southern California context, Ojai's landscape is both physically 
and culturally distinctive. Ojai  is in a valley in the Transverse Range 
Province, one of only two east-west running mountain ranges in the 
United States. The physical setting of the valley and mountains, with a 
historic legacy of limited access by two small roads, sets the community 
apart from the surrounding region. This relative spatial isolation may 
have contributed to Oja i's cultural identity which makes it appropriate 
for this study. 

The eclectic mix of people who i nhabit or visit the Valley give Ojai  its 
cultural distinctiveness. With a population of 1 0,000, Ojai  is noted for its 
large concentration of private schools and diverse social groups. In  ad
dition, the community's extant cultural values of small town preserva
tion are evidenced by some of the strictest slow growth policies in south
ern California. Such policies have helped Ojai  remain essentially rural 
(Figure 2), with the lowest population growth in Ventura County, while 
most of the surrounding region endures rapid development. 

Oja i  has a strong local identity (genius loci) manifested in its many di
verse social groups united against growth. Ojai  residents are known for 
their activism and have been successful in preventing a freeway from 
being built into their community (Figure 3). Ojai's strong local identity 
and spatial isolation from the surrounding region make it a microcosm 
of community place-making dynamics in the face of change. 

There is a pressing need to document the general sense of place of Ojai 
because the Valley is under increasing pressure to urbanize in the con
text of the overal l  development of southern California. Regional growth 
has caused Ojai, in its rural setting, to become an increasingly popular 
tourist destination and desirable place to live. 

Histori.:al Develop.uent of Ojai 

The Chumash Period 
About 500 Chumash occupied the Ojai  Valley when the Spanish arrived 
in 1 779. There were four main villages one of which was called A'lrwai, 
pronounced a-ha-hee, a Chumash word meaning moon (Fry 1 983). The 
word "Ojai" is possibly the Spanish pronunciation and spelling for A'llwai. 
Although the non-literate Chumash sense of place will probably never 
be known, the idea that they might have consi dered the place spiritual 
is a part of Ojai's mystique and contemporary culture. 

The American Period 
Oranges were grown successfully in the 1 880's and the citrus industry 
gradually expanded to the present 1 500 acres thanks to the "agricul-
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FIG URE 2. The Ojai Valley features many large mou ntains and is still a n  
essentially rural place. 

FIGURE 3. The freeway fro m Ventura ends 10 miles before reaching Ojai . 
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tural preserve" which lowers taxes on land kept under cultivation. Ojai's 
orange groves are one of its distinctive landscape features. 

Tourism in Ojai commenced with the publication of Charles Nordhoff's 
( 1 872) California for Heallii, Pleasure and Residence: A Book for Travellers and Set
tlers. Nordhoff gave h igh praise to the mild winter climate, lacking the 
wintertime extremes which eastern Americans endured. Nordhoff's de
scriptions of the advantages of California's climate and l ifestyle attracted 
hordes of easterners to the West Coast. His book and the successful 
treatment of respiratory victims in the area's dry climate led to the de
velopment of Ojai as a health resort. Sherman Thacher came to Ojai for 
the health of a younger brother in 1 887 and stayed to start a private 
high school in 1 890 which still draws wealthy students from through
out the United States. Other private schools were started in the area and 
attracted an educated population mostly from New England (Fry 1 983). 

The downtown shopping area and post office, with their distinct Cali
fornia m ission style architecture (Figure 4), were constructed in 1 91 7  by 
Edmond Libby to unify the appearance of the buildings along the main 
street. This architecture has endured, becoming an i ntegral part of Ojai's 
distinct ambience. 

Ojai's spiritual h istory began in 1 922 when the Theosophical Society 
came to the Val ley. The philosopher Krishnamurti arrived in 1 922 and 
stayed as a winter resident in Ojai, writing, teaching and giving annual 
public lectures until his death in 1 986. Many other spiritual and new age 
groups h ave been attracted to Ojai which has been characterized as one 
of the first new age centers in California. 

By the mid 20th century, the special ambience that attracted so many 
types of people became threatened by growth .  In response, the city 
strengthened development laws, created moratoriums on tree cutting 
and building, and implemented signage limitations (Figures 5 & 6). 

The h istoric legacy of Ojai's type of development has created a commu
nity which is relatively enclosed and culturally different from surround
ing areas. Its population of 1 0,000 i ncludes artists, actors, spiritually 
minded people, business persons, environmentalists, educators, devel
opers, ranchers, and commuters attracted by historic circumstance and 
the valley's special qualities. This diversity of people living in Ojai is 
one of its recognized features. However, this unusual community is fac
ing external pressures to conform to a dominant southern California 
culture evident in a wide array of issues. 
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FIG U R E  4. Ojai's main shopping a rcade with 
post office tower across the street. 

Current Issues for Ojai 
Careful control of develop
ment has preserved Ojai's 
rural charm and fostered a 
strong tourist industry dur
ing the last 20 years. 

A l t h o ugh t o u r i s m  a s  a 
clean industry bringing in
come to the area has been 
a positive force, it has its 
negative side. Traffic has 
become heavy in town and 
property values have risen 
to levels which may force 
out many of Oja i's lower
income residents. A serious 
question is whether the es
tablished population and 
culture can survive the in
creasing impacts of tourism 
and immigration from the 
surrounding urban region. 
Ojai has so far remained dis
tinctive in the face of change. 

In this study I try to discover the current sense of place of Ojai residents 
through a survey regarding attitu des to life in the Val ley and opinions 
abou t tourism, traffic, growth, and both hopes and fears for the future. 
The survey is designed to discover the sense of place qualities felt by 
Ojai's inhabi tants while also at tempting to uncover Ojai's genius loci from 
a com monality of responses among a diverse sample population. 

The Ojai Survey 

I have included a phenomenological element in this survey which al
lows the respondents to describe their community in their own terms. 
The phenomenological-humanistic approach in geography focuses on 
the elements of landscapes as perceived by the inhabitants, with the 
aim of understanding without pre-conceived theories. However, in or
der to provide a broader context in which to in terpret res idents' per
ceptions I will com pare these perceptions with government stat ist ica l 
data. 
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FIG U R E  5. Restrictions on tree cutti ng has fostered a landscape 
of trees growing in the street in Ojai .  

The survey includes both closed and open-ended questions. Closed
ended questions are used to elicit demographic data. Open-ended ques
tions are used to determine respondents' perceptions ofOjai. These open
ended questions where intended both to encourage and enable respon
dents to contemplate and provide individual answers in their own words 
without the influence of pre-set closed-ended options. 

The survey comprises 36 questions divided into the following catego
ries: background of the respondent; Ojai and local issues; community 
identity within Ojai;  Ojai descriptions and perceptions; Ojai's future; 
demographic data; and, open-ended, opinion questions to allow for 
factors missed in other parts of the survey. 

I chose a sample of 1 00, approximately one percent of the population of 
the Ojai Valley. The sample population included individuals represent
ing seven groups: general population; members of spiritual organiza
tions; business owners; government workers; artists; educators; and youth 
under 1 8. The purpose of including the categories was to diversify the 
sam ple. 

I have presented the results of the survey in the context of topoplrilin 
Clove of place), topophobia (scorn of place), and geuius loci ( pirit of place). 
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Topophil ia 
Ojai provides the ideal home for most of the respondents. Although a 
large majority (880/o) describe a small community as the ideal place to 
live, they generally desire to be near a sizable city for cultural and reta il 
amenities. Most (88%) identify Ojai as being home for a variety of rea
sons including: length of residence, family, friends, climate, l ifestyle, and 
love of the place. Most responses in the youth sample group provide 
exceptions to the general trend because they grew up in Ojai, feel it is 
confining and dull, and want to move once they graduate from high 
school. Nevertheless, some say they might return to raise children be
cause it is qu iet and safe. 

The respondents have most of their friends and social contacts in Ojai 
by a factor of four to one which is important as an indicator of place 
attachment. 

A sizable majority (830Jo) of the respondents feel that Ojai is a spiritual 
place. However, they have differing interpretations as to the meaning of 
spiritual. These include: the power of Ojai as a ew Age energy center; 
spirituality of nature and wilderness; the sunset; and the presence of 
Jesus and God everywhere. This overwhelmingly affirmative response 
to a question on spirituality marks its importance as a factor in the 
respondent's topophilia and Ojai's genius loci. 

FIGURE  6. Notice the low-rise stature and wood fra me of this Chevron sig n .  
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Ojai's spiritual essence and the presence of many religious and spiritual 
groups, contribute to a cultural attitude that views nature, spirituali ty, 
and preservation as being more important than development and ma
terialism. This has shaped the cultural landscape of the valley because 
the values of slow growth and natural preservation have prevented 
numerous development projects. 

Physical setting and scenic resources of the Ojai valley are strong ele
ments of the sense of place for residents. Ninety-three percent state that 
physical setting is important. The Ojai Valley contains large dominant 
and permanent natural features, such as imposing and steep moun
tains, which influence the residents' sense of the community's physical 
boundaries and identi ty. In a related q uestion (What does Ojai look 
like?), the descriptions of Ojai's visual appearance follow clear physical 
and cultural themes. The main features include: mountains; valley; sun
sets; citrus and oak trees; Spanish architecture; small town nestled in a 
valley surrounded by arid chaparral mountains; a town from the past; 
an agricultural place and an oasis or a Shangri-la. Ojai as a Shangri-la is 
based on an event that remains a part of Ojai's current myst ique. In 
1 933 James H ilton wrote about a hidden paradise called Shangri-la in 
his novel Lost Horizon. In 1 937 Ronald Coleman made the movie Lost 
Horizon and used Ojai as the setting for Shangri-la. The view of Ojai 
featured in the movie is virtually unchanged by developments in 60 
years. The perception of Ojai as a beautiful and tranquil valley beyond 
the grasp of an outside world has endured and is a part of residents' 
current sense of place. 

I asked the respondents to list their lik s about Ojai as a place. The top 
five features which inspire satisfaction for Ojai res idents, in descending 
order, are: people, community, nature, beauty, and the mountains. Their 
list of physical attributes includes: the climate; beauty; open space; bowl
like geography; mountains;  quiet; peace; agriculture; proximity to other 
good places; and, clean air. Comments regarding social characteristics 
include: people are tolerant; caring; friendly; artistic; diverse; open
minded; environmental-minded; traditional; and, offbeat. The commu
nity invokes feelings of safety, belonging, community pride, relaxation, 
smallness, and good will .  

I included a question "Is there anything about Ojai which makes a spe
cial (unique) place to live?" to discover if there was anything dist inctive 
about Ojai. The responses to this question were almost unanimously 
posit ive (only one negative statement out of 47 responses). Ojai's unique
ness is derived from its physical geography, its avai lable social contacts 
and ambience, and sense of history - which are evident in the seal for 
the city of Ojai (Figure 7). Common answers include: descriptions of the 
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mountains, valley, and com munity; isolation from, yet proxi mity to, a 
city; mix of people; variety of activities; rough terrain which inhibits 
future development; social tolerance; and, Ojai's artistic and spiritual 
atmosphere. Ojai's uniqueness is the essence of its distinct identity as a 
place. 

Topophobia 
Topophobia is the scorn of place. Human-environment interactions in
voke both good and bad emotions and to understand sense of place 
accurately, both the positive and negative aspects of this relat ionship 
must be explored. 

Growth and development are generally viewed as negative by Ojai res i
dents whose wish for Ojai to remain small is evidenced by the Ci ty's 
slow growth policies. the survey focused on the growth issues of tour
ism, building, traffic, and the perceived amount of change taking place. 

I asked residents about growth and development because these are 
important issues in southern California and could change the ambience 
of Ojai if not controlled. An example of the effects of population growth 
can be seen in the Ventura County community ofThousand Oaks which 
grew at an average annual rate of 1 6% from 1 970 to 1 993 . Its ambience 
has changed from a small community to a large commuter suburb of 
the Los Angeles metropolitan area. By comparison the ambience of Ojai 
has changed li ttle, growing at an annual rate of only 3 . 1 0/o which was 
the lowest of any Ventura County incorporated area. Ventura County 
grew at a rate of 6.7% for this period (Table 1 ). 

TAB L E  1 
1 9 70- 1 9 93 POPU LATIO N  G R OWTH 

Average 
Place 1970 1993 Annual 

Total Total Change 

Ojai 5,591 7,850 3 . 1 "/o 

Thousand Oaks 35,873 109,200 16.0% 

Ventura County 378,497 700, 100 6. 7% 

(Source: Population of California Cities, 93 E-1 and 84 E-1) 
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Growth is felt to be economically posi tive by a minority (27%) of re
spondents but only if controlled and in the context of long-term devel
opment plans. As one respondent commented, "Growth and change 
can be positive if control led, planned and creative:· 

The issue of traffic is perceived to be a problem by most of the respon
dents but others think it is negligible compared to other places. Traffic is 
seen as a problem by a sizable 820/o of the respondents. However, even 
though they perceive traffic to be troublesome, Ojai respondents like 
Cal ifornians elsewhere, are not keen to change their modes of transpor
tation, typically the automobile. The City of Oja i  is aware of the traffic 
issue and the need for appropriate planning. The City continues to op
pose any plans to build a freeway i nto the valley which would alleviate 
the traffic a long the main road into Ojai but make the town more acces
sible, thereby increasing local traffic in town. 

The survey featured a question about two aspects of change: absolute 
change (Is Ojai d1anging rapidly?) and relative change (Is Ojai changing 
rapidly compared to the rest of southern California?). The responses to 
these two questions were radically different. Nmost two to one said 
Ojai was changing rapidly but over ten to one said Ojai was not chang
ing rapidly as compared to the rest of southern California. 

The City of Ojai, with an average annual increase of 3 . 1 %, ranks last in 
Ventura County for population growth for the 1 970- 1 993 time period 
(Table 1 ) .  In addition, growth forecasts show that Ojai will cont inue to 
grow at a slower pace than the surrounding region. 

Census data validate the perceptions of those respondents who say that 
Ojai is not changing rapidly com pared to surrounding areas. The per
ceptions that Ojai is changing rapidly are not validated by census data 
so may be considered subjective as a 3 . 1 %  average annual population 
increase cannot be considered rapid growth by any criteria. Ojai resi
dents may be sensitive to local change because they have a highly 
evolved and intimate sense of place. 

These views about growth, regardless of their accuracy, are important 
to the researcher of a phenomenological study and to the city govern
ment because they represent an intimate view of Ojai and are expressed 
by a two to one majority of local opinion as measured by this study. In 
the context of regional growth, their anxiety could appear to be under
standable as nearby cities have changed great ly. 

Since tourism is viewed posi tively by 820/o of the respondents, it would 
seem a topic appropriate for topophilia. However, after a more careful 
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FIG U R E  7. Seal of the City of Ojai showi ng the mountai ns, citrus, oak trees, 
a rchitecture and Li bby Bowl concert faci lity - all part of Ojai's genius loci . 

evaluation of comments about tourism, it becomes clear that it is per
ceived as a mixed blessing. Tourism generally is viewed as a necessary 
and relatively clean source of income for the city government and local 
merchants. Tourist dollars are seen as contributing to the extensive so
cial calendar of sports tournaments and cultural festivals. Ojai as a tourist 
product is relatively successful with the majority of visitors coming from 
Los Angeles County, followed by visitors from Ventura and Santa Bar
bara Counties. However; tourism is also seen by residents to be the 
cause of: traffic on weekends; boutique shops a long the main street that 
are overpriced for residents; and, the feeling of an artificiality in the 
communi ty. 

There is a local verb in Ojai, "to Carmelize". "Carmelization" is the pro
cess of becoming like Carmel, Cal ifornia. Carmel is an exclusive com
munity, also with strong growth control policies, where most of the 
downtown consists of expensive boutiques catering to tourists. In real
ity, Ojai is not as expensive or economically active as Carmel, which has 
twice the average housing value, twice the number of service indus
tries, with four ti mes the value of receipts in a community with half the 
population. The per capita receipts for service industries for Ojai ($4,749) 
is an eighth of that for Carmel ($37,270). In fact, Ojai has a very long way 
to go before it becomes another Carmel. 
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Oja i  i s  not yet Carmel but some Ojai residents perceive that their city is 
on the way to becoming "Carmelized:' Ojai's median age is h igher than 
the rest of Ventura County but is I S  years lower than Carmel. Ojai is an 
expe nsive community with a median gross housing cost as a percent
age of household i ncome of 29.60/o for renters and 26.40/o for mortgage 
holde rs, normally 300/o is considered high. However, Carmel is more 
expe nsive with a median gross housing cost as a percentage of house
hold income for renters of 35.0+% and for mortgage holders 33.0%. 
Carmel is a more crowded community with over double the population 
den sity. Although the majority of respondents in this survey believe 
t h a t tourism i s  posit ive for Ojai 's  economy, many also feel that 
"Ca rmelizing" development should be avoided. 

Oja i  residents recognize the economic value of tourism but feel strongly 
about the preservation of their cultural and scenic resources. Ojai resi
dents' conflict ing feelings about tourism are common in areas which 
are experiencing pressures from outside visitors.  The Ojai Chamber of 
Commerce and the City government are developing and promoting 
tourism only if there is little or no negative impact on Ojai's scenic 
resources. Tourism is critical to the Ojai tax base: over $800,000 is col
lected yearly from the hotel bed tax while only $700,000 comes from all 
pro perty taxes. In effect, tourists as a group pay more tax than residents. 
These figures do not count the benefits of tourist based sales, payroll, 
and business taxes. The tourist contribution to the local tax base helps 
pay for such benefits as the h igher than average proportion of Ojai land 
devoted to parks and open space. The Ojai Chamber of Commerce pro
motes the well-being of existing tourism-related businesses but avoids 
expanding the number of tourist facilit ies. 

I a sked residents to l ist at least three things they do not like about living 
in Ojai .  The most frequently mentioned negative aspects of life in Ojai 
broadly fit into five categories, in descending order of frequency: types 
of p pie; boredom; high prices; and cli mate. The types of people are 
cri t icized as being racially homogeneous. Residents who experience a 
fee l i  g of boredom describe Ojai as being too small, confined, boring 
for teens who want to leave: lacking activities, employment, and shops. 
Complaints about traffic indicated perceptions that the valley is crowded 
now and will  get worse with future development and tourism. Com
plaints about h igh prices indicated a perceived lack of affordable hous
ing and expensive boutiques. Com plaints about the climate referred to 
suffi ing from summer heat and polluted air. 

Con OYersial issues reflect a diversity of perceptions, perspectives and 
opin.ons among the Ojai residents surveyed for this study. It is interest
i ng t note the disagreement among residents' complaints about life in 
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Ojai: 28 complained about the types of people i n  Ojai but this is also its 
most mentioned positive attribute. 

Genius Loci of Ojai 
Perceptions about a place that garner a high level of agreement among 
a diverse sample group are a good indication of that location's genius 
loci. Clearly an important aspect of sense of place is the spirit of a place, 
or genius loci, which contextualizes people's lives. 

To discuss Ojai's genius loci I have included those responses discussed in 
the analysis of topophilia and topophobia with the highest incidence of 
agreement. This perceptual consensus i ndicates that the power of the 
character of a place has the force to overshadow a possible diversity of 
individual points of view. 

The responses with the highest level of agreement are: Ojai is a spiritual 
place (83%); the physical setting of Oja i  is important (93%); Ojai is un
dergoing many changes (65%); and Ojai is not changing rapidly com
pared to the rest of southern California (91 %). The survey questions on 
Ojai  as a symbol and on hopes and fears for the future are included in 
this analysis as indicators of genius loci. 

The question "What first comes to your mind, what best symbolizes the 
word Ojai?" garnered many responses. The most common image was of 
a beautiful, peaceful, agricultural valley surrounded by mountains and 
containing a dynamic community. As Ojai residents view the reality of 
rapid growth beyond the boundaries of their valley, responses indicate 
that there is a marked difference between what people expect and what 
they hope the future will hold for Ojai. Residents generally expect that 
there will be continued growth in the next 20 years but hope that Ojai 
will remain the same. Many residents (64%) are fearful of continued 
change; development; environmental degradation; increase in trinket 
type tourism; and being overrun by problems from the outside. 

The Housing Element of the Ojai City General Plan reports that growth 
of population, housing units and jobs will remain slow, well below 
Ventura County, for the next 20 years. This would indicate that the ap
prehensions of an overcrowded, heavily polluted future may be u n
founded. When asked about their hopes for Ojai in the future, a large 
majority (80%) express a desire for things to remain the same. Some 
0 3%) hope for a return to the past when there were fewer of the nega
tive things that currently affect l ife in Ojai (traffic, development etc). 
Some of the hopes include: i ncrease in activities for teens; more walkers 
and bikers with fewer cars; and less elitism. 
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The responses to these questions show that a sizable majority of Ojai 
residents are generally satisfied with the way things are and view change 
negatively. Change, as has happened in some surrounding communi
ties, is also perceived to be the major threat to Ojai's future. 

SuJUinary of Surve-y Findings 

This study has given the people of Ojai an opportunity to describe 
community perceptions and opinions, and express their sense of place. 
They have given their impressions of Ojai in the context of positive 
perceptions (topophilia), negative perceptions (topophobia), and over
all perceptions (genius loci). 

In the context of topophilia, residents concur that most of their friends 
are from Ojai; they are satisfied with available social activities; and they 
view Ojai's physical setting as being important. The people and com
munity are the two most mentioned positive attributes of living in Ojai 
followed by nature, beauty, and mountains. 

I n  the realm of topophobia, residents agree that traffic, urban develop
ment, lack of employment and entertainment opportunities, and the 
high cost of living are negative aspects of Ojai l ife. It is paradoxical that 
residents express discontent with the signs of development and change 
and yet are displeased with the lack of economic opportunities. Wh ile 
development usually brings economic opportunity, Ojai residents re
ject the negative aspects of economic growth. 

The strong agreement among respondents in both the contexts of 
topophilia and topophobia, shown by the overall findings of the sur
vey, may be due to the power of Ojai as a place with a strong genius loci. 
Those aspects of Ojai l ife which garner strong agreement among re
spondents include: importance of physical setting (93%); spirituality of 
Ojai (87%); and, importance of tourism (82%). Respondents also profess 
a strong sense of place for Ojai  as a distinctive place and a clear anxiety 
about its preservation in the future. They agree that Ojai is a place with 
striking physical features and residents who are unusually diverse, cul
turally if not racially, yet tolerant for such a small community. 

Most respondents are satisfied with l ife in Ojai  and perceive problems 
being due to regional developments in southern California. This per
ception would contribute to a strong sense of place and unity against a 
common problem. Most respondents like being different in a distinc
tive place and fear change toward a conformity with the rest of the 
world. This is evident in their topophilic feelings of contentment about 
Ojai as has been in the past or currently is, and topophobic fears of 
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change and future population growth. These problems are perceived to 
have ruined outside communities and to be a possible eventual danger 
to Ojai. Indeed, some of the respondents conclude Ojai to have been 
ruined already. 

The respondents to this study have reflected on their everyday world, 
how they interact with it, and how they want it to be. Their participa
tion will have increased their understanding and appreciation of Ojai 

· as a place and may enable them to guide Ojai toward a meaningful 
future for the majority of its residents and visitors.  
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The Internet and the Collapse 
of the Gravity Model 

Steven G. Spear 
Palomar College 

The gravity model for spatial i nteraction has served generations of ge
ographers as both an explanation and predictor of movement of people, 
goods, services and communication between nodes of significant popu
lations. In the model, S = (P, x P2)/D2, S is the relative spatial interaction, 
P, is the population of the first locality, P2 is the population of the sec
ond locality and D is the distance between the two localities. One of the 
reasons this general relationship has been so workable is that D can be 
measured in  actual  distance (miles, kilometers, etc.), cost or time. 

Prior to the invention of the telegraph, all communication occurred at 
transport speed. You could communicate with someone else in  the world 
as fast as the horse or ship could carry you or your letter. With the 
invention of electronic communication via telegraph and then telephone, 
etc., the time it took for communication decreased to the instantaneous. 
However, the cost of this form of spatial interaction was still a function 
of distance. A long distance call to Asia costs more than a call to the 
next city. Thus, the gravity model was still val id because D could stil l  be 
considered a variable as distance was measured by cost. 

With the internet this is no longer true. As it currently works, once 
you've paid for an access fee, you can communicate with Peru and Peo
ria for the same cost. Thus the standard measurements of D as actual 
distance, time or cost become meaningless. As far as the internet is 
concerned, the gravity model is now S = (PI x P2). As technology im
proves, expands and computer servers become more efficient, one can 
envision one computer handling billions of interactions from all over 
the world. Thus the element of P (the computer) may approach unity. 

In  broad geographic terms, the implications of the development are 
enormous. In the past, spatial interaction was directly affected by afflu
ence, cultural inclusion or exclusion, actual physical location and the 
total infrastructural transport/communications network. This is no longer 
true. Except for access fees and basic equipment, the i nternet is totally 
blind to time, distance, cost, race, religion, nationality and most espe
cially, economic status. Access to communication and information is no 
longer a function of personal wealth. However, access is still l imited by 
language. As much as other societies may object, the dominant lan
guage on the internet is English. So the spatial interaction model will 
have to be rewritten with a factor 'E'. 
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The Millennium. Proje.:t on Australian 
Geography and Geographers 

Elaine Stratford 
University of Tasmania 

Storytelling is more than merely learning something to tell - a folk. 
fai ry, or literary tale; a myth or legend; or a historical or personal anec
dote. Storytelling encompasses the bulk of our communications with 
others. Stories can form the basis of many things we study or experi
ence to enrich and enliven ... (Lynn Rubright 1 996, xvii). 

I have been collecting and recording people's stories since my honours 
year. As I have worked, and as I have examined the works of others, I 
have been reminded of the partiality of knowledge, the paradoxical 
frailty and power of memory, our desire to represent ourselves and be 
represented by others in particular ways, and the centrality of geo
graphic concepts and practices in the negotiation of place and of our 
recollections of p lace. Storytelling is always placed, and is always politi
cal. 

At an institutional level, I have also been interested and active in de
bates about changes to geography and environmental studies, changes 
that have often meant the amalgamation of these two in numerous 
Australian u niversities. Having undertaken my PhD in an interdiscipli
nary graduate centre for environmental studies, I am particularly con
scious t hat feelings of concern about these amalgamations are not ex
clusive to my base discipline. But that is a different - if related - story. 

In a very specific way, these patterns in my own life serve to explain 
why it is that, in 1 996, I proposed to the lAG Council that there was a 
pressing need for an intellectual and oral history project on Australian 
geography and geographers. In part, this need arises from the demo
graphic profile of the discipline's foundational figures, and a perception 
that their stories and memories - critical to the history of geographic 
thought in this country - are being lost. 

In part, the need stems from a growing trend for geography depart
ments to be merged with other disciplines. It  is my conviction that we 
have a responsibility to the discipline to document what is unique about 
it, and to record how it has influenced the development of Australia 
and the Australian peoples. 

And in par:t, the need arises because of the way in which we are coming 
to understand the power of geography and the influence of geogra-
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phers in the creation amd recreation of place and nation, in the con
struction and maintenance of literal and metaphoric borders and terri
tories, in the development and validation of particular forms of knowl
edge. 

In July 1 997, the Council endorsed my proposal. At present, there are 
three objectives to the work. First, it  is important to record and docu
ment for the discipline - and the community at large - the l ives of 
geographers who have contributed to the field over many years. Sec
ond, it  is desirable to map the various terrains in which these men and 
women have worked: to contemplate changes in philosophical approach, 
political orientation, practical focus, and pedagogic thrust. Third, it is 
important to account for what has been important to geographers over 
time, noting whether and how these priorities have changed. Finally, i t  
will be useful to  trace the complex influences that geography and its 
practitioners have had on the wider Australian and international com
munities. In my view, however, this work must try to capture the folk
loric as well as the heroic within the discipline. 

Projects of this kind are not novel. The Association of American Geog
raphers has undertaken both audio and audio-visual recordings of 
members' oral histories. Work on the International Dialogue Project 
( lOP) by Anne Buttimer and Torsten Hagerstrand is also often seen as 
pioneering this kind of work. Furthermore, interviews with various 
Austra l ian  geogra p h ers h ave already been u ndertaken : Patrick 
Armstrong, Les Heathcote, and Peter Scott (as part of the I D P), Ann 
Marshall, Oskar Spate, and Graham Lawton among them. Nevertheless, 
there are distinctly vernacular elements to our situation and our his
tory. An approach which allows the folkloric, the local, the less visible 
or seemingly less valued elements of the discipline be heard and docu
mented is also called for. It is a method perhaps more in keeping with 
the work of Janice Monk who has been collecting stories about women 
geographers in the United States, particularly from among the ranks of 
non-academics. 

The International Dialogue Projed 

There are several useful things to be gained from examining the I D P. In 
Geography and the H uman Spirit ( 1 993), Anne Buttimer brings together 
some of the thematic and theoretical fruits of a decade-long project 
which Torsten Hagerstrand and she administered from 1 978 to 1 988. 
She notes how geography, because of its traditional and eclectic posi
tion in both the sciences and humanities, was an ideal focus for a project 
designed to bring together in conversation scholars from disparate dis
ciplines. Despite the chauvinism which derives from that schism, dur-
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ing the emergence of the I D P  integration once again became appealing 
to geographers. Buttimer's vision was for a collectively 'owned' - for an 
integrated - project, and i t  is a vision that already characterises the 
Millennium Project, as will emerge in a moment. 

The core of the I D P  consists of 'video-taped interviews with senior and 
retired professionals in various fields where stories were told of career 
experiences, the dream and reality of major projects, and the circum
stances in which ideas were i nspired, developed and tested' ( 1 993, 4-5). 
Tapes then served as a stimulus for discussion and debate among other 
specialists in diverse fields 'who otherwise had little occasion for dia
logue' 0 993, 5). 

In all, over the course of the decade, 1 50 interviews were conducted 
with specialists in geography, planning and development, health care, 
creativity, enterprise, intercultural communication, philosophy and sci
ence. A number of these stories form the focus of The Practice of Geog
raphy (Buttimer 1 983) and many are reported in Life Experience as Cata
lyst for Cross-Disciplinary Communication (Buttimer 1 986). 

In her 1 993 analysis of the I D P, Buttimer categorises her findings ac
cording to three themes. First is meaning - the vocational skills, talents, 
and work preferences of those interviewed. Second is metaphor - the 
cognitive style or basic world-view underpinning the research models 
and paradigms produced, used and circulated by these individuals. Third 
is mil ieu - those issues of public interest that geographers have sought 
to elucidate and to i nfluence through disciplinary thought and practice. 

These three themes correspond in several ways to t he Mil lennium pro
posal to monitor and map changes in Australian geography's philoso
phy, politics, practice and pedagogy through oral history, autobiogra
phy and group conversation. As Buttimer notes These ... intertwining 
themes enable one to appreciate the uniqueness of each individual's 
career j ourney, and s imultaneously to discover general processes in
volved in the relationships between scholarly practice and its societal 
context' ( 1 993, 5). Of course, Buttimer's conceptualisations are not the 
only ones that can be brought to bear, and it will, I think, be one of the 
most intriguing elements of the Millennium Project to see how its con-' 
tributors frame their analyses. 

Mapping Change 

In terms of mapping change in the discipline, it is clear that during the 
last twenty years, the intellectual tussle over the validity of the concept 
of scientific revolutions, and the debates over the production of knowledge 
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sparked by various scholars both within and outside geography, have 
clearly influenced the discipline. 

Whether one exp�ains such changes as 'paradigm shifts' or as an ongo
ing argument 'between Gnostics and Socratics ... between images of 
reality as being in perpetual flux versus images of self-aware human 
subjects seeking !fational understanding of the world: (Buttimer 1 993, 
71), change there has been. Mapping its terrains is important work for 
this discipline. But, again, in my opinion such cartographies should not 
exclude reference to wider, more generic shifts in the political economy, 
in social and cultmal narratives, and in the practice of science. 

Buttimer's own rationale for story-telling is that a malaise in the disci
pline has promp�ed a drive toward self-reflection which could yield 
positive signposts to the future, especially in  terms of 'the nature and 
quality of KNOWLEDGE whose history we wish to reconstruct, the pro
cesses whereby such historical research is to be done, and the effective
ness of our results for contemporary thought and practice within geog
raphy' (1 993, 2; original emphasis). Whether or not one agrees with this 
l ine of thinking or its philosophical underpinnings, there are strong 
motivations to document the past. and certainly one of these motiva
tions is to provide directions to the future, compass bearings into terra 
incognita. 

Methodological Concerns 

How, then, to undertake an intellectual and oral history project of a 
discipline and its adherents? Methods by which to u ndertake memory 
work, story-telling, and autobiography have been explored by me in 
Australian Geographical Studies (Stratford 1 997), and there is a signifi
cant literature in various disciplines on these forms of knowledge pro
duction. As Jane Jacobs alludes in the forthcoming Meridian Series vol
ume on Australian Cultural Geographies ( 1 998/99), a robust working 
relationship between the theoretical and the empirical is imperative. 
Beyond this proposition, one could also point to a need to restyle and 
reconfigure the ways in which we produce and circulate knowledge. 
The use of story-telling is part of that agenda. However, such story tell
ing need not be confined to one-on-one discussions, but could also 
take in group conversations among members of study groups at future 
lAG conferences or specialist meetings. 

In relation to questions of 'how to?', Buttimer's evaluation of the I D P  
Life Experience a s  Catalyst . . .  (1 986) is illuminating. She notes the fol
lowing: 
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(i) A substantial collection of documents is rapidly generated by this kind of work, and 
'this constitutes a unique body of research material' (p.87) for both teaching and research. 
(ii) Budgeting must be realistic, and should account for the administrative, ted1nical, and 
developmental needs of the project. 
(iiil Interest in the project was a function of level of people's participation in it. 
(iv) H1e process of any dialogue project is enormously demanding on people and institutions, 
and clear ways must be thought of to ensure that resources are adequate and ongoing. 
(v) Story-telling is the most successful for eliciting information, although d1oice of media 
(audio/video/writing) is important. As Buttimer observed in relation to people who were 
reluctant to be filmed or recorded: 'It would seem feasible, therefore, to arrange for the 
printing of essays and reflections, many of which remain unpublished' (p.89). 
(vi) In situations involving more than interviewer and one respondent, and in situations 
crossing disciplinary boundaries, recounting the tasks of certain problem solving exer
cises was the most effective means to elicit lively conversation among people not usually 
engaged in conversations of these types. 
(vii) Video-taping adds complexity to the work by an order of magnitude, this medium 
needs trained and experience personnel; the involvement of professional editors is crucial. 
(viii) Continuity is essential: 'Given the long-term needs for continuity and cumulative 
expertise which the dialogue project envisions, it seems that a solid institutional anchor
ing is required' (p.96). 
(ix) There is a need for a base of contact outside the academy, and for networking [hence 
the added emphasis in the Millennium Project on eventually involving members of gov
ernment, of Geography Teachers' Associations, and of the Royal Geographical Societies]. 

From the foregoing, it  is clear that eclectic patterns of investigation and 
appropriate levels of funding were important. 

So where are we at after several months? Notices about the project have 
been circulated on the lAG's l istserver, and i n  the lAG newsletter. Stem
ming from these exercises, close to 30 nominations have been received 
from geographers i n  Australia and from overseas, suggesting whom 
from among the members of our discipline might be most appropriate 
to i nterview in a first phase of biographical and oral history work. I 
have been u ndertaking preliminary literature searches on various mat
ters, including what has been published by and about some of these 
individuals, though much remains to be done there. As well as inter
viewing these individuals, it will be desirable to seek permission to 
examine respondents' primary documents - such as laboratory and field 
reports, professional and relevant correspondence, and academic cur
ricula designed by them, among others. 

At present seventeen i nterviews are in the pipeline: 
RES PONDENT INTERVIEWER STATUS 

Harold Brookfield 
John Connell 
Bill Cooper 
Jack Davies 
Margaret Feilman 

Barbara Rugendyke 
Barbara Rugendyke 
Roy Jones 
Bruce Thorn 
Jean Hill ier 
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Ruth Fincher Kate Myers i nterviewed 
Jim Fox Jim Walmsley in process 
Joe Gentilli Eleanor Bruce i nterviewed 
Reg Gollege Ray Sumner in process 
Les Heathcote Cecile Cutler in process 
Trevor Langford Smith Bruce Thorn in process 
David Lea Barbara Rugendyke in process 
Jack Mabbutt Bruce Thorn in process 
Murray McCaskill Cecile Cutler in process 
Janice Monk Ruth Liepins interviewed 
Peter Scott Les Wood in  process 
Jim Walmsley Neil Argent  i n  process 
Murray Wilson Lesley Head in process 
Bob Young Lesley Head in process 

Other names have also been forwarded to me: Janice Corbett, Bruce 
Thorn, Patrick Armstrong, E ugene Fitzpatrick, John Holmes, Diana 
Howlett, Ian McPhail, Mal Logan, Joe Powell, Peter Rimmer, David Smith, 
and Gerry Ward. Interviews are currently being arranged for some of 
these, and work will commence on others shortly. Fay Gale has recently 
been interviewed in another context by Kay Anderson, who has kindly 
agreed to provide copies of the transcripts for our the archives. 

Word has also been received from David Outhet, a senior administrator 
in the New South Wales government - and a geography graduate. He 
would be pleased to be involved in organising workshops with geogra
phers in government. This kind of work. alongside that tappi ng into the 
wealth of stories from people in  Royal Geographical Societies, could be 
a valuable part of the broader idea of the discipline's h istory. However, 
I think it warrants more thought, and certainly would require addi
t ional resources. 

From discussions with Council, it  is also clear that there is need for a 
second phase of the Project, documenting changes to sub-disciplines of 
geography (a task which has important differences from biographical 
work). Jane Jacobs, for example, has suggested that there be an exami
nation of our complex relations with Asia, in  various sub-discipli nes. 
There may also be considerable scope for audio- and video-taped group 
discussions on several matters that pertain to the history (and indeed 
the future) of the discipline, and to i ts important l inkages to other parts 
of Australian society. 

Proposed Pro.:edures and Out.:ontes 

A loosely standardised approach to the collection of interviews and 
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related materials has been developed by me, in conjunction with Council, 
and in particular after consultation with Roger McLean and two Coun
cil representatives, lain Hay and Jane Jacobs. This approach is docu
mented in the Guidelines for Interviewers. There are nine core ques
tions to the Project, a lthough this certainly does not proscribe the con
versation ranging much more widely. The steps for approaching re
spondents are designed to fit NH&M RC guidelines for ethical research, 
and respondents will be asked to sign copyright over to the Project -
either conditionally or unconditionally. The Guidelines for Interviewers 
and related papers are attached at the end of this document. 

Protecting and maintaining interview tapes has been given some thought. 
While living in Canberra in 1 996, I held discussions with staff at the 
National Library of Australia about how to preserve audio-tapes, estab
lishing that this procedure is both difficult and costly. Many organisations 
whose members are eliciting histories from each other are often re
signed to accepting the deterioration of tapes, relying on written and 
electronic copies transcripts. In  terms of the subtleties of oral communi
cation, this is not ideal. There is also the issue of how and where to 
establish the Project's archives, and whether to lodge copies of all tapes 
and documents with a n  organisation such as the National Library. I 
would welcome input from members of the lAG on these matters. 

There are many ways in which this work can emerge into the public 
forum. I am sure that there are innovative ways to produce electronic 
and other teaching tools around the presentation and interpretation of 
interviews and related documents. There may well be opportunities to 
produce one or more volumes on Australian geography and geogra
phers through the Meridian Series. And, of course, the development of 
scholarly and p opular commentaries in the print media is predicted. 
Again, I would welcome other ideas and input from members of the 
lAG on how best to disseminate the findings from this work. 

Funding 

I am most grateful to the lAG Council for providing seeding money to 
start this Project. The Head of School of Geography and Environmental 
Studies, University of Tasmania has also generously ensured that the 
School has absorbed numerous printing, telephone and fax costs, but 
this arrangement cannot be a long term one. In  other words, ongoing 
funding will be needed to maintain the viability of this work. 

As Buttimer noted, under-estimating the financial resources needed for 
a venture such as this can be disastrous. In  discussions with staff of the 
Research Office of the University of Tasmania and various colleagues 
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about funding for the project, a typical reaction has been "Why isn't the 
discipline supporting this work?" If each of the twenty or so depart
ments were to contribute a modest annual sum to the Millennium Project, 
there would be sufficient support to ensure its ongoing security, and 
this would more readily guarantee quality outcomes for the research. 
The promised and anticipated involvement of many people will a lso 
foster collegiality, and individuals (and thus departments) will have the 
added benefit of being involved in an active publishing program, most 
l ikely from 1 999. Finding appropriate sources of externa l  funds is a lso a 
possibility. 

Condusion 

I mentioned at the beginning of this paper that there are presently 
three objectives to the work of the Millennium Project. I think it worth 
reiterating these. 
First, it is important to trace the lives of geographers who have contrib
uted to the field over many years. 
Second, it is desirable to map the terrains in which these men and women 
have worked: to consider changes in the discipline's philosophical ap
proach, political orientation, practical focus, and pedagogic thrust. 
Third, it would be intriguing to account for what has been important to 
geographers over time, noting whether and how these priorities have 
changed. 
Fourth, it will be productive to track the complex influences that geog
raphy and its practitioners have had outside the discipline and in non
academic fora. This work should embrace the folkloric as well as the 
heroic. 
In closing, it remains for me to repeat that this exploration will only 
work as a collective one, and that there are many paths, many perspec
tives, and many outcomes that form that act of exploration. 

Referenc:es 
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San Bernardino Meeting May 1 -j, 1 998 

The California Geographical Society returned to southern California when 
CSU-San Bernardino hosted the 52nd annual meetings organized by 
Jenn y  Zorn. 

The field trips at the meetings included an excursion to Palm Springs 
visiting the local  museums and cultural sites before ascending Mount 
San Jacinto via the Aerial Tram. An urban field trip of San Bernardino 
exami ned the redevelopment issues of the downtown area. Rugged 
adventurists explored the Mojave Desert in an all  day adventure while 
a walking field trip in the foothills of the San Bernardino Mountains 
was offered for tamer types. 

The opening session "A Tale of Two Cities" by CSU-San Bernardino His
tory Professor; Ward McAfee provided a dynamic look at the historical 
development of Los Angeles and San Francisco. Four concurrent ses
sions offered more than 50 presentations of posters, papers, and panel 
discussions. 

The highl ight of the meetings was the Awards night. Jenny Zorn 

Papers and Posten presented at 
San Bernardino - Abstrads 

Rails to Trails 
Lesley Albert and Erica Brim, Humboldt State University 

Communities, like people have life-cycles and , as they evolve and so through the aging 
process, historical imprints are left on the land. One of the major imprints is transporta
tion. In isolated Northern California, the Arcata and Mad River Railroad once was a major 
artery connecting the community of Blue Lake to Humboldt Bay via Arcata. Today most 
of its infrastructure, especially its trackage, sits in decay in need of much repair and 
begging for use. Both public and private financing to restore the railroad to usable stan
dards are unavailable. Recently it has been proposed to convert the railroad right of way 
for use as an unmotorized pedestrian trail. The impacts of such a conversion are many 
including property rights, liability and costs. 

Grand Stairc:ase - Esc:alante National Monument and the Kaiparowits 
Coal Reserves 

Ryan M. Beard and Hans Led1ner, Humboldt State University 

On September 18, 1 996 Bill Clinton, by presidential proclamation, established 1 .7 million 
acres of southern Utah as the Grand Staircase - Escalante National Monument. While 
backpackers and tourists enjoy the beauty of the area, energy tycoons are hteled about 
the potential mineral wealth available. The Kaiparowits Plateau within the monument 
contains one of the largest coal reserves in the western contiguous United States. In our 
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paper we intend to explain the stratigraphy of the deposits, the current mining policies, 
and discuss the effect that coal extraction would have on the aesthetic value of the Grand 
Staircase - Escalante National Monument. 

The Relationship Between Sea Water Temperature and Bottom 
Topography 

Steven I. Berger, California State University Los Angeles 

This paper will explore the relationship that exists between sea water surface tempera
tures and bottom topography within the California Borderland. In  order to show and 
understand this relationship, a Geographic Information System, more commonly known 
as a GIS, was used to mange and visualize the information collected. One of the many 
features of a GIS system is the ability to overlay spatial data in the form of themes. In 
order to use the GIS effectively, the hierarchy of data needed to be established. Certain 
data was selected to be used as a base theme with additional information to be overlaid 
to show relationships and/or patterns. 

Redwood Forest Ecology 

Noemi Carbajal, Humboldt State University 

The topic of my paper presentation will be about the endangered redwood ecosystem in 
Northern California. The Coast Redwoods grow on a narrow range along the Pacific Ocean 
from central California to southern Oregon. A Coast Redwood forest is a perfect ecologi
cal recycling system. In my presentation I will include the history of the Redwoods all the 
way back to the last Ice Age. Paleobotanists have discovered fossil redwoods as much as 
160 million years old in other parts of the world such as Europe and Asia as well. I will 
discuss their past and present range. Redwood forests are unique and complex ecosys
tems. As part of my presentation I will discuss the deal to protect Humboldt County's 
Headwaters Forest. Within this forest are largest groves of virgin redwoods still in private 
hands. There has been much activism and controversy around this issue. I will present an 
objective discussion presenting both sides of the argument, Pacific Lumber Company and 
the various environmental groups. 

Edaphic Fadors of the AHata Bottom 

Erica Chernoh, Humboldt State University 

It is the intent of my researd1 to study the diverse soil characteristics of the bottom and 
the requirements of the farms in relation to the available soils. The Arcata Bottom lands 
have been used for agricultural purposes since the second half of the nineteenth century. 
The area stretches form Humboldt Bay in the south, to the Mad River in the north, and 
west to Alliance Road. It consists mainly of three types of soils: Bayside, Ferndale, and 
Loleta. These soils offer different characteristics, such as permeability rates, nutrients, tex
ture, etc .... necessary for certain types of agricultural and crop selection. Today. the bot
tomlands are used primarily for pasture and lily bulbs, both of which take and return 
certain elements from the soil for maximum productivity. What is the relationship be
tween the distribution of soils and the distribution of farms? How are the soils distributed 
along the bottom? Where are the farms located, and why? What characteristics do the 
farmers seek in the soil? 
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Marpha, Nepal: Reflection on Mountain Dilemmas 

Connie Condron, Humboldt State University 

A month long home-stay in Marpha, with a Thakali family, taught me many things about 
life in the Himalayan landscape. Marpha is located in the Mustang District, which lies 
within Nepal's Western Mountain Region. At nearly 2,500 meters in elevation, the village 
is nestled in the Thak Kola (Kali Gandaki River valley) along the upper end of the Kali 
Gandaki River, in the rain shadow of Nilgiri Peak (6,900 meters), which is the extreme 
western of the Annapurna Mountains. My paper will demonstrate how the Thakali, in the 
isolated location of this geologically fragile Himalayan landscape, have been able to sur
vive. Concerns revolving around the lack of roads, male out-migration, food shortages, 
production techniques, maintaining water and electricity, tourism, healthcare, and cli
mate change have set the leaders of Marpha into a complex decision making process. All 
of this will be presented, and explored. 

Mexico's Zapatista Rebellion of 1 994 

Daniel J .  Dempsey, Humboldt State University 

Lying southeast of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, Chiapas is the southernmost state in the 
country of Mexico. The region has been continuously inhabited by the ancestors of today's 
Tzotzil, Tzeltal. and Tojolabal Maya since 3,000 years before the arrival of Spanish con
quistadors. On January 1, 1 994, with the signing of the North American Trade Agreement 
by Canada, the United States and Mexico, a poorly armed yet well organized force of 
2,000 indigenous rural peoples rose up to protest their government's involvement. After 
surviving five centuries of social and economic marginalization, first under the yoke of 
Spanish colonialism and then at the hands of an independent Mexican government, the 
present native population came to believe that the agreement's conditions would hasten 
their cultural demise and rule out any hope of recovery. This presentation attempts to 
explain the uprising by examining the related historical and contemporary geopolitics. 

Preventing the Next Ice Age by Damnting the Mediterranean Sea 

Lucretia C. Melcher, California State University San Bernardino 

At the end of the last interglacial. the growth of ice sheets in the Labrador Sea and the 
Baffin Bay areas was probably triggered by an increase in the sea surface temperature 
there and the subsequent storms which resulted from this warming. A link to this warmth 
may have been a growing hydrologic deficit in the Mediterranean Sea resulting in in
creased salinity of the Mediterranean waters. This was followed by an increased outflow 
of water from the Mediterranean Sea into the Atlantic which forced stronger upwelling 
off the coasts of Scotland and Ireland and the diversion of the North Atlantic drift into the 
Labrador-Baffin area. Today, the significant loss of Nile River discharge into the Mediter
ranean is expected to create a similar hydrological deficit. This will result in greater pos
sibilities for increased ice sheet growth in the Labrador-Baffin area. Damming the Medi
terranean Sea may delay, or even stop, the ice sheet growth. 

Jolly Giant Creek Status Update 

Douglas C. Morton, Humboldt State University 

The Jolly Giant Creek Watershed is located in Htunboldt County California and nms almost 
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exclusively through the dty of Arcata. Human activities within the watershed include historic 
and contemporary logging in the headwaters, urbanization and sub urbanization of the 
middle and lower sections, and the reclamation of estuary for farmlands. It is my belief that 
these activities have had long term impacts on the nature of the watershed. A base line study 
of the Jolly Giant Creek Watershed will be conducted to determine the current condition of 
the watershed. This will serve as a starting point for future studies of said watershed, using a 
general systems theory as a guide. Systems theory is an important tool in studying natural 
processes due to its emphasis on the interconnectedness of component parts. This initial 
study will focus on identifying all component parts of the Jolly Giant Creek watershed and 
their current status as referenced against past studies of said watershed. 

Urban Developntent of Saigon South, Vietnant 

Tung T Nguyen, Humboldt State University 

TI1is presentation provides vision for sustainable growth, planning concepts, and a devel
opmental framework to guide the implementation of Saigon South, Vietnam. Saigon South 
is a new, well planned modem city south of the old Saigon or today Ho Chi Minh City 
CHCMO. It is planned as modem, international community that will that will provide 
HCMC. Vietnam's economic powerhouse, with the necessary infrastmcture, amenities, 
and services to accommodate HCMC's projected population of 10 million people within 
the next decade. South Saigon. itself, will be a new core community of work. residential, 
educational. and recreational facilities. The format of the presentation is divided into five 
major sections as follows: 

1. Original Proposal 
2. Actual Master Plan 
3. Current Development 
4. Foreign Investment 
5. Role in Vietnam's and HCMC's Future 

An Assessntent of Environntental Issues Surrounding Big Lagoon of 
Huntboldt Counl'y 

D. Brian Powell, Humboldt State University 

I am presenting an analysis of the Big Lagoon area of Humboldt County, California for 
several reasons. First, Big Lagoon is a coastal body of water involving many dynamic 
processes, including soil erosion, landslides, aggradation of sediments in Maple Creek, 
and the natural cycle of the sand spit bream that allows for the mixing of sea and fresh 
water. Secondly, the lagoon has a variety of land uses, including a Humboldt County 
public campground and boat ramp, a Yurok Indian Rancheria in progress of building a 
Bingo Casino, a private residential area located on a highly erodible sandstone bluff, and 
Louisiana Pacific timber harvest land. Lastly, the property owners surrounding the lagoon 
have different agendas creating conflicts of interest, while earn contributes to speed up 
the degradation of the area. We will look at how humans are impacting the natural 
environment of Big Lagoon, as well as problems that the changing environment poses to 
development by humans. 
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SLOVAKIA: The Birth of a Nation 

Andrew Young, Humboldt State University 

The history of any one country's rise to independence is individually unique. In this 
presentation, the history of the Slovak nation is outlined from medieval times to present 
day. In examining the state of Slovakia and how it came into existence, such as it is today, 
it is important to see the methods by which it eventually gained autonomy. Territorial 
claims and conflicts generally have their roots in Western understanding of property 
rights however, territory in dispute has long been the cause of most war and armed 
struggles in the world. In understanding this one case history of a nation's rise to sover
eign power, we can further understand other nations' struggles for interdependence. Also 
important to note, is the relevance of Slovakia to California. In this matter I will show 
some migration trends to California and to America in general. 

Gang Graffiti on the City Landsc:ape 

Alejandro Antonio Alonso, University of Southern California 

An analysis of graffiti on the urban environment can serve as an excellent tool in under
standing behavior, attitudes and social processes of society. The thematic content of graf
fiti can provide valuable information on subordinate groups which dwell invisibly in the 
urban environment. Subcultures in our society, that have gone against the normative 
values that the dominate culture has laid out, have been overshadowed by the practices 
of popular culture. Understanding graffiti can unveil hidden knowledge of these subcul
tures. There are several types of graffiti, each associated with a different type of culture, 
serving a distinct function. Gang graffiti in Los Angeles serves as an important text to 
understanding these groups, as the graffiti delineates space, and reemphasizes existing 
territory. It also serves as a tool for communication, as it constantly challenges the hege
monic discourses of the dominant, and it aids understanding the social and cultural 
meaning of these marginalized groups. Interpreting graffiti through the use of photos, 
will show how gangs from different ethnic backgrounds claim space, communicate thoughts 
and feelings, and express group and individual identity. 

The I mpad of the Presenc:e of Trees on the Viability of Shopping 
Centers and Small Downtowns in the San Jose, CA Primary Metro

politan Statistic:al Area 

Cheryl Anderson , San Jose State University 

A group of San Jose State University urban geographers undertook, at the request of Our 
City Forest, to examine the relationship of the presence of trees on the viability of retail 
commercial areas in the San Jose area. To accomplish this, tree counts and canopy areas 
were collected from aerial photographs of 30 randomly selected shopping centers and 6 
small downtowns for both 1971 and 1 996. To account for land values, the types of busi
nesses were classified for both 1971 and the present. A profound change was indicated 
with many of the shopping centers and all of the downtowns converting from local 
market neighborhood centers to broad area market providers of high-end goods and 
services. While much of this change can be attributed to increased disposable income, 
architectural improvements and change in lifestyle, the positive association with tree 
cover and other landscaping improvements is a contributing factor. 
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Using Disuinrlnant Analysis to Measure Changes in Residential 
Segregation Patterns: The Los Angeles Patterns 

Daniel E. Borough, California State University Los Angeles 

When looking at segregation patterns, researches have tended to focus on identifying the 
causal factors that have resulted in the various patterns being explored. This research will 
instead focus on identifying those socio-economic variables that are significant in ex
plaining changes in residential segregation patterns. Once identified, those variables that 
have been determined to be significant, can be used to gain an understanding of the 
dynamics taking place in highly populated, multi-ethnic urban environments. The meth
odology that was utilized in this investigation is discriminant analysis. The entropy index 
was used as the dependent variable because of its capacity for dealing with multiple 
ethnic groups simultaneously and because it can be geographically disseminated at the 
same level at which it was calculated. So as not to include errors into the analysis, ( that 
may have been introduced by the Census Bureau to comply with invasion of privacy laws 
) it was decided that the analysis would be done at the census tract level. All of the data 
were obtained from the 1980 and 1 990 Census Bureau's Summary Tape File 3. The presen
tation will be comprised of a discussion of the discriminant analysis model that was 
derived and how the findings can be used to describe the changes in residential patterns 
in Los Angeles. The relevancy of each of those variables that were determine to be signifi
cant will also be discussed along with any long term implications. 

Clark and Bryan's Wesbnoreland: A Tum-Of-The-Century Los 
Angeles Subdivision 

Michele A Galassi, California State University Los Angeles 

Neighborhood decline is a process of great interest to urban geographers, city planners 
and redevelopers who hope to grapple with the complex problems of urban decay, de
mographic transition, gentrification and urban renewal. This paper presents a case study 
of just such a neighborhood. Westmoreland Place was one of several wealthy gated sub
divisions platted in turn-of-the-century Los Angeles. Its promoters, Wesley Clark and 
Elden P. Bryan, were well-respected real estate developers who belonged to the best 
society clubs of Los Angeles. Westmoreland Place was regarded with such prestige, that 
many subdividers' advertisements often cited their proximity to the neighborhood as a 
sign of affluence. Yet Westmoreland Place, unlike neighborhood of similar stature, was 
not a success. Out of the approximately 70 lots for sale, only nine homes were ever built, 
with unsold lots remaining vacant until sudden redevelopment to multifamily housing in 
the late 1 930s. Today Westmoreland Place is unrecognizable from its affluent past. Part of 
an area known as Koreatown, it is a low-income neighborhood and home to recent 
Central-American immigrants. Why did this prestigious subdivision fail? Why did the 
tract remain stagnant until the 1930s? And why did this once wealthy enclave undergo 
neighborhood succession? Using census data, city records, historic maps and photographs, 
the history of Westmoreland Place is reconstructed in an attempt to resolve these ques
tions and solve the mystery of a failed subdivision in turn-of-the-century Los Angeles. 

Children's Geographies and Contested Identities 

Thomas Herman, San Diego State University 

Empirical research undertaken in one of San Diego's most diverse urban neighborhoods 
reveals some of the content and significance of 1 0  - 12 year old children's everyday 
geographies. Children's photographs, narratives, and interview responses are used to il-
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lustrate and emphasize two different perspectives on their relations with the neighbor
hood environment. Caretakers work to produce a "kid-space" in an environment d1arac
terized by hazard and instability. Children, conversely, actively expand their horizons by 
seeking out novel experiences, often by transgressing established boundaries. The discus
sion considers both the ways in whim children are socially and spatially isolated, and 
therefore de-skilled, and the ways in whim children take control and maximize the utility 
of their geographies to support their need to learn about the world and locate themselves 
within it. 

The Spatialization of Hunger: Food Not Bombs in San Frandsc:o, 
California 

Cary L. Karacas, San Francisco State University 

Food Not Bombs is a volunteer; grassroots, non-violent direct action group that provides 
free vegetarian meals to people in need of alimentation. What distinguishes Food Not 
Bombs from other groups whim feed the hungry is that it serves food in public spaces. In 
effect, the group intentionally spatializes the fact of hunger by making it visible to the 
public. This brings into tension with the public at large the fact of hunger in their com
munity. In addition, this appropriation of public space creates critical locations from whid1 
marginalized groups may represent themselves before society, form community, and or
ganize for further acts of resistance. In this paper, I examine how Food Not Bombs has 
used the tactic of appropriating public spaces in the city of San Francisco and municipal 
government responses to these actions. 

Marine Swell Forecasting 

Chinrnaya L. Lewis, Humboldt State University 

Prompted by a freak swell event that occurred in late July 1 996, and my subsequent 
interest, the Meteorologist in charge at the National Weather Service Office in Eureka 
asked me to give a presentation to the staff on marine swell forecasting for beachgoers 
and mariners. In my presentation at the 1 998 CGS Conference I will be discussing the 
methods involved in swell forecasting and how it pertains to the safety of mariners, 
surfers , and beamgoers. I will also be discussing swell/wave characteristics and dynam
ics, along with the interaction between swells and the sea floor which comes into play in 
the breaker zone. This discussion will lead to conclusions about possible improvement of 
swell forecasting so that California beamgoers and mariners can obtain the most accurate 
information concerning swell height, period, and direction for a specific geographic area. 

Rec:onstruc:ting Fire History in the Santa Monic:a Mountains Using 
llypenpec:tral Imagery 

Marcos J .  Luna and Hong-lie Qiu, California State University, Los Angeles 

Recent hyperspectral data made available by remote sensing systems such as Jet Propul
sion Laboratory's Airborne Visible Infrared Imaging Spectrometer (AVIRIS) allow the iden
tification of certain landscape features which has been difficult if not impossible in the 
past. This study explores the possibility of reconstructing fire history in the Santa Monica 
Mountains by correlating recorded fire regions to regions classified by spectral reflec
tance. The study area is noted for frequent wildfires that have resulted in considerable 
damage to the environment and private property. The recorded fire regions contain in
formation regarding fire frequency, latest fire occurrence, and areal extent of individual 

I l l  



fire occurrences for the last seventy years in a GIS format. AVIRIS data, consisting of 224 
spectral bands and covering a wider spectral range than traditional sensors, are classified 
based on several classification schemes. These classification schemes take into account the 
presence of non-vegetated areas, seasonal variation, and vegetation types. The hypoth
esis tested is that regions of different fire history are detectable in terms of spectral reflec
tance. More specifically, images acquired in the last four years from the Santa Monica 
Mountains are tested as to whether or not a "fire signature" exists and how far it can be 
traced back into the past. 

Examining International Trade at the Lo�:al Level: The Export trad
ing Patterns of California's dties 

Laura Martin Makey. San Diego State University 

As the process for economic globalization continues and local, metropolitan economies 
become more interdependent, there is increasing interest in examining the role of inter
nationalization on subnational economies. Traditionally, the focus of international trade 
theory and related research has been on nation-states. ·111eoretical advances, as well as 
recent progress in data reporting however, make accurate substate analysis of interna
tional trade flows possible for the first time. Data on manufactured exports from 22 met
ropolitan areas in California are used in calculating indices of trade intensity for each city. 
In addition, a shift-share analysis is applied to data detailing change in manufactured 
exports between 1 993-1 995. The shift-share method allows the change over time to be 
allocated among local, national, and international components. 

The Role of Old Towne Orange on Orange County's Podntodern 
Urban Lands�:ape 

Irene Naesse, San Diego State University 

Postmodern urban landscapes are characterized by the lack of a dominant urban center 
and the contextualization of images from other places. Older urban environments, sucl1 
as old downtowns and industrial area, have also received the attention of researches as 
private and public cooperation transforms them into profitable festival marketplaces by 
capitalizing on society's nostalgia for the past. Studies of Orange County, however, are 
primarily focused on the new, large-scale, master-planned developments in the southern 
section of the county. The role of the historic district of the City of Orange as the 'Antique 
Capital' of Southern California and its relatively intact urban stmcture suggests that the 
old downtowns are important elements within the postmodern urban landscape. 

Mapping the Food Shed - A  Comparison of Regional Projeds in 
Community Food Se£Urity 

Stina Perry, San Francisco State University 

In many American cities, access to safe, nutritional food is limited, especially for the 
poorest residents. Additionally, land-use patterns have destroyed hinterlands once used 
for tmck and market gardening. Commodities must travel greater distances and consum
ers and increasingly dependent on corporate agriculture for their daily diet. In California 
several grassroots organizations are trying to decentralize and to gain democratic control 
over their food systems. Mapping is employed to examine issues of access and to aid with 
site selection for urban markets and gardens. This paper examines contemporary food 
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systems and profiles some recent California efforts to map the regional food shed. 

Disposal of Horne Source Medi«:al Waste 

Doris J . Powell, California State University at Los Angeles 

This paper is an examination of how used needles and syringes from home source medi
cal waste are being disposed in Southern California. Currently one billion needles per 
year enter the countries waste stream or are carelessly discarded on city streets and in 
parks. These needles have the potential to transmit life threatening disease such as HIV 
and hepatitis B. Those at greatest risk of contacting these diseases from needles disposed 
in the trash are disposal workers, landfill operator and line workers at material recovery 
facilities. In order to gage the extent of this threat an extensive literature search of medical 
and solid waste journals was conducted. The search revealed that potential for contract
ing communicable diseases exists however it is a rare event. Despite this contact with 
needles buried in trash can be a terrifying experience for worker and costly prospect for 
disposal company owners. Better methods need to be found to dispose of this waste. To 
this end government agencies which regulate medical waste in Southern California were 
contacted through telephone interviews to asses the availability programs whid1 assist 
residents to safely dispose for used needles and syringes. It was revealed that home source 
medical waste is exempt from state medical waste regulations and the very few programs 
exist to properly collect and dispose of this waste . The main reason for the lack of collec
tion programs appear to be lack of funding, potential liability, and security of the collec
tion site. The few programs already in place were used as case studies for this paper. 
Disposal of home source medical was in a growing problem and responsible solutions 
need to be found. 

Health Disease Related Data CoUedion: A Geographer's Quest 

Mary E. Prichard, California State University Los Angeles 

With the increasingly vital and useful role of Geographers as investigators of the geogra
phy of disease and other health related issues, the challenge of obtaining data from pri
vate and public sector resources is a critical reality for researchers. While data today is 
more available to most at lower levels of resolution, i.e., at State or County levels, difficul
ties tend to arise when academic researchers seek data at higher resolution levels, i.e., by 
census tract. While data collection issues are of concern to professional and student geog
raphers alike , they may present more collection difficulties for student geographers (i.e. 
graduate level), who do not have the professional clout ad experience to successfully gain 
cooperation of public and/or private agencies for access to data. This paper investigates 
some practical considerations and issues surrounding the acquisition of health and dis
ease related data. Topics to be discussed include the definition of "public data" (i.e. data 
collected and controlled by publicly funded agencies); legalities governing access to health/ 
disease related data; rights of academic researchers to have full access to "confidential" or 
"sensitive" publicly held data, and problems that can occur related to the level of resolu"7 
tion available from public agencies. A case study will also be presented to illustrate some 
of the issues explored in the paper. 

Suburban Ethni£ Endaves 

James P. Allen, California State University, Northridge 

Immigrant settlement in cities has traditionally been associated with enclaves (residential 
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concentrations) for specific ethnic groups in poorer, more central sections. With cultural 
and economic assimilation, immigrants and their children presumably leave an enclave 
and disperse in the suburbs. However, recent evidence from Southern California indicates 
the presence of many suburban ethnic enclaves. Although many immigrants have dis
persed as expected, the presence of suburban enclaves of moderate or high income is 
expected. They indicate the importance of ethnic social and cultural ties despite substan
tial assimilation. Maps of residential distributions illustrate this widespread pattern as 
well as key exceptions. A few ethnic groups have no enclaves at all; a few groups show 
suburban enclaves but none in more central locations; and some groups show only the 
traditionally expected pattern. Characteristics of specific groups help explain each group's 
type of settlement pattern. 

Environmental Inequity in Los Angeles: Historical Explanations 

Christopher G. Boone and Ali Modarres, California State University, Los Angeles 

Environmental problems are not distributed evenly in cities. Often the most offending 
and hazardous sites are located in disadvantages communities. Using the E PA Toxic Re
lease Inventory (TRI) data for Los Angeles ( 1987 - 1 994), we identified socioeconomic 
variables that best explained the frequency of TRI sites. A GIS overlay of land use re
vealed were run through a subsequent discriminant analysis, land use emerged as the 
most critical variable in explaining the frequency ofTRI sites. This analysis demonstrated 
that understanding the development of land use is essential to understanding the devel
opment of toxic neighborhoods. This paper examines the transition of the City of Com
merce region from agricultural fields to a major industrial (and toxic) center. It suggests 
that historical momentum, accessibility, and availability of vacant land may have been 
the most important elements in creating a hazardous site. The paper calls into question 
simple correlations made from contemporary snapshots of demographic data and the 
location of TRI sites and argues that environmental equity research requires more sub
stantial historical analysis. 

California Awareness in Business Students 

Sally A Boyes-Hyslop, California State Polytechnic University, Pomona 

The object of this study is to examine the knowledge/awareness of business students as 
related to the location of 20 points of interest in California. The points of interest will 
include cities, physical (naturally occurring) landmarks and human created attractions. 
The study will be conducted using a California map and survey instmment, Demographic 
information as well as educational experiences will be included in order to determine if 
native (US born) business students have more awareness of California or whether non
native (foreign born) business students are more aware of California. 

California Microbrewery Location and Age, Education, and Income 

Shannon J. Casey, City of Henderson , NV 

Between 1 990 and 1 994, the number of microbreweries (breweries that produce 15 ,000 
barrels or less of beer) opening in the United States increased from 5 1  in 1 990, to 1 6 1  in 
1994. California, with 1 26 microbreweries as of 1 994, has more microbreweries than any 
other state. Although phenomenal growth is associated with the microbrewery industry, 
much is assumed and little is known about who makes up the microbrewery market and 
if microbreweries locate based upon this assumed market. Using census data and geo-
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graphic information system (GIS), this thesis will identify significant age, education, and 
income demographics associated with California microbrewery location at the zip code 
level. Furthermore, a case-study of the Riverside Brewing Company illustrates the role of 
a microbrewery in defining the geographic theme of the community that it locates. 

Red Skin, White Skin, and a Pink I.and.wape: A Cultural Geography of the 
Sioux Quartzite in Southwestern Minnesota and Southeastern South Dakota 

Shannon J. Casey, City of Henderson, NV 

Sioux quartzite is a major natural resource in Southwestern Minnesota and Southeastern 
South Dakota. It has many uses such as building blocks for structures and gravel for 
roads. However, it only has been in the last century that European Settlers and their 
descendants have viewed Sioux Quartzite as a natural resource. To the Native Cultures 
local to the study area, Sioux Quartzite was a rock layer hindering the extraction of their 
precious "pipestone" (catlinite), a softer claystone used to make peace-pipes. Using Litera
ture, site visits, and interviews, this paper contrasts the use of Sioux Quartzite by Native 
American cultures and European settlers. From this, particular uses of the Sioux Quartzite 
are chronicled and Sioux Quartzite use zones are defined. 

The Military at Port lluenente 

Raymond B. Crawford, California State University Northridge 

Port Hueneme has seen many changes, but none so drastic as those that transpired dur
ing the build up for World War I I. This period marked the beginning of the military 
presence in the area. The military has waxed and waned through the last fifty odd years, 
but always maintained a firm grasp on the facilities at Port Hueneme. As we enter into the 
twenty-first century, the debate continues over the optimum use of this unique port 
facility. Port Hueneme is the only deep-water port between Los Angeles and San Fran
cisco. Today it is doubtful that the military presence is still warranted, yet the reluctance of the 
Navy to surrender the facilities to civilians, and the equally compelling justification for addi
tional harbor facilities for international trade has established a rift between these opposing 
factions. Port Hueneme's future may rest on political imperatives rather than military ones. 

US. Borders, Boundaries, and Related Nonsense 

Tom Deal, Foothill College 

Political divisions, unlike natural features, are often hastily and inaccurately determined. 
·111e inconvenience imposed on those already settled on the land can vary from tragic to 
comical, and a few current disputes promise to endure into the next millennium. The US. 
is blessed (or cursed) with many such divisions, and all have geographical stories to tell. 
This presentation will be a light-hearted look at the folly of these human endeavors wher 
dividing the North American continent like a prized cheesecake. Stories of vague treaties, 
inaccurate surveying. wandering rivers, and political intrigue promise to enrich the rep
ertoire every geography teacher and geo-phile of US. and North American history. 
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From Santa Clara Valley Small Towns To Silicon Valley Yuppyvilles 

Richard Ellefsen, San Jose State University 

This paper traces the transformation of six small towns (Palo Alto, Los Altos, Los Gatos. 
Mountain View, Willow Glen, and Campbell, located in what is now widely called Silicon 
Valley) from parochial trading centers catering to local market needs to glitzy regional 
magnets for an affluent, sophisticated, high-tech based population in the market for goods 
and services at the upper end of the threshold and range continuum. Accordingly, the 
size of market areas has grown from each town's immediate environs to South San Fran
cisco Bay Area wide. Most dramatic change is seen in: Palo Alto (with its 77 eating and 
drinking establishments); Los Gatos (with its antique shops); Mountain View (with its 
Asian restaurants); and Los Altos. Willow Glen and Campbell are taking steps to emulate 
the others. Change is measured from a base date of 1 971 ,  in the early days of Silicon 
Valley, to today. Special focus given to the improvement of the towns' physical ambiance, 
trees and landscaping. Graphs and photographs illustrate the changes. 

Evolution of the Trail System in the Klamath Mountains 

Chris Hughes, Humboldt State University 

Dinovering Geography in Charader Education Literature 

David M. Helgren and Marcia Holstrom, San Jose State University 

Character education has a growing if somewhat controversial following. The National 
Council for the Social Studies has issued a Position Statement and the Califomia Council 
recently devoted an entire issue of their journal. Social Studies Review, to various aspects 
of Character Education in the K-12  curriculum. This presentation will discuss the geo
graphic themes present in specific works of literature. John Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men, 
JD Salinger's Catcher in the Rye, and Jack London's Call of the Wild are three books listed 
by Character Education specialists as ones that address particular "Traits:• The Geography 
in these books will be addressed in the context of Geography for Life , The National 
Standards for Geography, and the California History-Social Science Framework ·n1e pre
sentation will include examples of classroom lessons linking Places and regions, Human 
Systems, and Applying Geography to the contents of the three works of literature. 

Urban Geography: Seeking a New Parad.igm 

Richard S. Hyslop, California State Polytechnic University, Pomona 

Although "urban geography" has historically been a mainstay in the field of geography, it 
has not always had a commonly understood or appreciated sense of purpose. Ranging 
from not much more than description to detailed statistical and/or computer modeling, 
the study of urban areas has undergone many transformations. I would suggest that 
there are two distinctly disparate levels of discourse concerning the topic: ( 1 )  the re
search-based, intellectual focus (concerned with models and concepts more of interest to 
professionals and scl1olars), and (2) the expository focus of teaching about and getting 
students interested in urban geography. It is the second of these two approaches that is 
the focus of this paper. It is probably safe to suggest that current textbooks dealing with 
urban geography would not be described as fascinating or compelling reading by most 
students (and some teachers alike). The field of urban geography itself has demonstrated 
some concern over this issue, with debates about appropriate methodologies and sys-
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tematic analysis. The point of this paper is to explore HOW the study of cities can be 
made more vital. meaningful. and I NTERESTING to students. Various suggestions and 
approaches will be presented as a "work in progress� 

Uman Evolution of North Humboldt Bay, California 

Joseph S. Leeper, Humboldt State University 

Humboldt Bay, California exists in isolated northwestern California and most of its north
ern shoreline is dominated by a variety of settlements. The largest urban place, Eureka, is 
noted for its many architectural features and industrial areas. The other major urban 
place, Arcata, is primarily known as being the home of Humboldt State University. How
ever, Arcata has a very unique morphology and cityscape. Using a unique set of primary 
resources - amateur aerial photography of a mail pilot - coupled with more modern 
ground truth photography, this paper will analyze the changing town morphology of 
Arcata through time. Causal factors will be cited as special patterns are pointed out with 
the use of key relict features. 

Real to Reel Uman Geographies: 'Piadng' the Produdion of the 
Representational Space in an Economic and Industrial Context 

Christopher L. Lukinbeal, San Diego State University 

Media studies in geographies have failed to find a focus in geography primarily because 
of the strict distinction between 'real' spaces and representational spaces. Locked within 
this dualism, examinations the visual media have tended to focus on representations as 
'texts' and thereby differ meaning away from media and onto specific topics such as, 
sense of place, gender, urbanism, ethnicity, etc. With this presentation I will offer an 
analysis of visual media and representational space by grounding these practices within 
the practice of 'on location' filming. By shifting the focus to the 'real' locations where 
media produces representational space, we can begin to explore mediated spaces as a 
third space - a space that is both real and represented. This approach places mediated 
practices within the historical changes in the television and film industry since the 1 970s 
and shows how the demise of the studio system, along with flexible speculation and 
decentralization, allowed new regional networks to form in Vancouver BC. Florida, New 
York, and San Francisco. 

Santa Cruz Island: A Case Study in Cooperative Management of an 
Island Ecosystem 

Christiane Mainzer, California State University Northridge 

Perd1ed on the edge of Southern California's continental shelf are the Channel Islands. 
They can be divided into: I) the Northern or Santa Barbara group, comprised of San 
Miguel, Santa Rosa, Santa Cruz and Anacapa; and 2) the southern main or Catalina group 
which includes the islands of San Nicolas, Santa Barbara, Santa Catalina and San Clemente. 
In 1 980 the four islands of the Santa Barbara group and the tiny isolated island of Santa 
Barbara (a part of the Catalina group) were designated as the sixth national park for the 
state of California, or Channel Islands National Park. I t  is the largest island of the Channel 
Islands group, Santa Cmz, which exhibits the unique co-management that exists between 
the Federal government and a private guardianship over the protection of a precious 
island ecosystem. During the past 1 8  years the National Park has become the "keeper" and 
the "protector" of the land and marine resources of the eastern 1 0% of Santa Cruz Island. 
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The Nature Conservancy, a privately fi.mded organization, has responsibility over the 
remaining western 90% portion of Santa Cruz island with a stated mission: To under
stand, conserve, protect and restore the natural values of the island environment� There
fore, it is manifest to see through a policy of cooperative guidance that promotes wilder
ness suitability, and preservation of cultural resources. Does the mutual interest shared 
by several concerns provide the backdrop for possible conflict in the protection of the 
Channel Islands? This paper briefly explores the role of voluntary cooperation of the 
varied public and private interest groups under the firm hand of the National Park ser
vice. 

The Geo01.orphology of Channel Confluent:es in Ephe01.eral StreaDJ.s 

Linda O'Hirok, California State University Los Angeles 

Web Based Training in Geographit: InforDJ.ation Sdent:e 

Michael Phoenix, Manger of University Relations, ESRI 

As we head into the next millennium the world will increasingly be a knowledge based 
economy that will require lifelong learning. In order to meet the demands for continuous 
professional development in the field if GIS, ESRI is developing a Virtual Campus that 
will offer literally hundreds of courses related to geographic information technology, ap
plications, and science. Courses will range from basic spatial literacy to advanced spatial 
statistics. Some courses will tead1 the application of geographic techniques to various 
disciplines such as forestry, crime analysis, precision farming and marketing. ESRI is 
partnering with leading scholars and practitioners in the field of GIS  to offer a wide range 
of high quality courses. This presentation will discuss the stmcture and goals of ESRI's 
Virtual Campus. Partnership possibilities will also be discussed. 

California's Population and Et:onoDJ.y: Diversity, Connet:tions, Change 

William A Selby, Santa Monica College 

Throughout California's history, diverse immigrant populations have rushed in, often 
attracted by economic opportunities. Then, during the early 1 990's, California suffered 
through painful economic restructuring that shattered the stability many residents and 
families once enjoyed. This restmctured economy ushered in a new period of immigra
tion that has reshaped the state's population in profound ways. What has emerged from 
the turmoil of this decade? Probably the most vibrant economy in the history of the 
world. How does our new economy match our new population? How do we deal with the 
powerful barriers which separate haves from have-nots in this new California? These 
forces are transforming California landscapes into the 2 1 st century. Geographers must 
share information and ideas that will keep us on the cutting edge of these trends. 

Cultural Et:ology of Long Beam - A  Digital Art:hive 

Ray Sumner, Long Beach City College 

For three semesters students have been exploring, researching and recording aspects of 
the changing urban environment of the City of Long Beach, California. Topics addressed 
are: 
1) visual uses of language in the urban landscape of Long Beach 
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2) religious landscapes of Long Bead1 
3) ethnic "flags" in Long Beam 

This is an ongoing project, whim will address other aspects of the cultural landscape in 
future semesters. I t  has been highly motivating for students, who learn to read their local 
landscape, instead of relying on textbook examples and illustrations. The archive already 
records some features whid1 have now vanished from the Long Beach environment, and 
serves as a resource for local teachers, or anyone else with WWW access. 

Poster Abstrads 

Los Angeles Gangs Territories 

Alejandro Antonio Alonso, University of Southern California 

In Los Angeles and other urban areas of the United States, the gang problem among 
minors and young adults has been escalating. There is an estimated 500,000 gang mem
bers in the Unites States, with 1 25,000 of those members from Los Angeles, giving Los 
Angeles the dubious title "gang capital of the nation." As gang membership has increased 
and gang related homicides soared, very little has been discussed about the expansion 
and the proliferation of gang turf. Through research, intensive field work, and several 
dozen interviews, African-American gang territories in Los Angeles have been mapped 
over time to show gang diffusion. The purpose of this poster project is to present a tem
poral representation of gang territories in Los Angeles. 

Modeling Cliinadic: Conditions in the Tijuana River Watershed 

Dan Henderson, San Diego State University 

The poster displays the multiple components utilizing for classifying climate such as 
elevation, aspect, distance from the ocean, and the location of weather stations in and 
surrounding the basin. The study will be using various spatial interpolation techniques 
such as trend surface analysis and kriging to create temperature and precipitation sur
faces to help classify themocro-climates of the region. 

Japan: Land of the Rising Vending Mac:hine 

Cary L. Karacas and Stina Perry, San Francisco State University 

The vending machine is a ubiquitous feature of the contemporary Japanese landscape. 
Found both in cities and along mral roadsides, these machines offer a cornucopia of items 
for the consumer. From the predictable soft drink to beer and sake, from a five pound bag 
of rice to a bouquet of flowers, from condoms sold according to one's blood type to the 
required black tie for a funeral, all this and mQre can surely be found in a vending 
machine. This poster offers a revealing photographic glimpse of vending machines in the 
rural prefecture to Gunma, Japan, and briefly examines the diffusion of certain machines 
to San Francisco and other Pacific cities. 
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How Far Will She Go? 

Marlyn Gilden Sussman, California State University San Bernardino 

This study of American women sculptors born between 1 850 and 1 995 shown the loca
tion of their birth and place they chose to study. Appropriate data was found for 483. Of 
those for whom no birth date was available other dates were used to confirm time of 
birth. Birth dates were given less and less often the closer time approached the present. 
Around the 1920s women started giving their specialty as sculpture combined with other 
medium. 111ese artists were included in the study. Data was narrowed to a limited time 
frame 0 00 years ) and a limited area (United States). The focus was on travel patterns 
showing distances women would go in order to get the training necessary to become 
sculptors. Confirmation of data came from two separate sources. Travel was traced with 
threads and sites were marked with different colored pins. 

CONSTRUCTED WASTELANDS: A Wastewater Treabnent Model in 
Arc:ata, California 

Windy Travis, Humboldt State University 

The constructed wetlands of Arcata, California serve two important purposes. First, these 
wetlands serve as a wastewater treatment facility for the city of Aracta. ·n1e treatment 
facility includes the "Headworks", oxidation ponds, and treatment marshes. Wastewater is 
pumped through the treatment areas where chemical and biological agents work in com
bination to produce clean water. The land also offers recreational opportunities for resi
dents and visiting tourists. The wetland provide a unique setting for walking, picnicking, 
and jogging. The ponds also supply valuable habitat for waterfowl with easy access for 
bird watd1ers. Although unlikely, this combination of land uses has proven to be a valu
able community asset. 

1 20 



AWARDS 1998 

DAVID LANTIS SCHOLARSHIP  AWARDS 

Undergraduate: Daniel J. Dempsey, Humboldt State University. 

Graduate: Sophia Habl, San Diego State University. 

JOE BEATON POSTER AWARDS 

First Place ($100): 

Alejandro Antonio Alonso, University of Southern California, "Los Angeles Gangs Territories:· 

Second Place ($75): 

Dan Henderson, San Diego State University, "Modeling Climatic Conditions in the Tijuana 
River Watershed." 

Third Place ($50): 

Windy Travis, Humboldt State University, "Constructed Wetlands: A Waste water Treat
ment Model in Arcata, California.· 

TOM MCKNIGHT PAPER AWARDS 

GRADUATE STUDENT: 

First Place ($ 125) 

Irene Naesse, San Diego State University, 'The Role of Old Town Orange in Orange County's 
Postmodern Urban Landscape:· 

Second Place ($100): 

Martine Vallade, CSU-Northridge, "The Spatial Distribution ofTuberculosis in Los Angeles 
County, 1993-1 996:' 

Third Place ($75) Tie: 

Marcos Luna and Hong-lie Qiu, CSU-Los Angeles, "Documenting Fire Recovery in Chap
arral of the Santa Monica Mountains Using Hyperspectral lmagery:' 

Third Place ($75) Tie: 

Stina Perry, San Francisco State University, "Mapping the Food Shed-A Comparison of 
Regional Projects in Community Food Security' 
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UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT: 

First Place ($ 1 25): 

Lesley Albert and Erica Brim, Humboldt State University, "Rails to Trails: ·n1e Fate of the 
Arcata and the Mad River Railroad:' 

Second Place ($100): 

Tun T. Nguyen, Humboldt State University, "Urban Development of Saigon South, Vietnam:• 

Third Place ($75): 

Erica Chernoh, Humboldt State University, "Edaphic Factors of the Arcata Bottom:· 

ROBERT AND BOB BE CHRISTOPHERSON "GEOSYSTEMS PAPER AWARD" ($250) 

D. Brian Powell, Humboldt State University, "Assessment of Environmental Issues Sur
rounding Big Lagoon, Humboldt County, CA:' 

1 998 CGS Awards 

OUTS1i\NDING EDUCAfOR 

Barbara Friedrich, San Diego State University. 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD: 

Carolyn Whorff, Mount San Jacinto Community College. 

FRIEND OF GEOGRAPHY 

Jack Dangermond, President, Environmental Systems Research Institute. 

DISTINGUISHED TEACHING AWARDS: 

Diane Bruns, Lake Arrowhead 

Don Cross, Barstow 

Laurie Finucane, Fontana 

CERTIFICArE OF APPRECIAriON: 

Jenny Zorn, 1 998 Meeting Coordinator 
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World Wide Web Project 

Marcia M. Holstrom 
Center for Geographic Education, San Jose State U niversity 

Abstrad: This report describes the methodology and results of a project designed to 
help college students understand selected differences and similarities among regions of 
the world, while discerning the value and use of Web information in the context of a 
regional study of our planet. Students were asked to 1) use only World Wide Web sources 
to obtain data and information, 2) illustrate their findings on a map, and 3) describe the 
findings and their Web experience in a paper. Over a period of two years, the methodol
ogy and results varied slightly, but overall the outcomes were as intended. 

Introdudion 

In the past few years, the World Wide Web (WWW), using graphical 
servers and browsers that run over the Internet, has rapidly expanded 
its capacity to where it now offers billions of pieces of data to millions 
of users around the planet. The reliability and use of that data have 
become controversial in education. Garbage in-garbage out is a phrase 
oft-repeated by skeptics, while believers constantly tap this resource for 
everything from Central Intelligence Agency data to the political opin
ions of a dozen or so Webmasters who maintain sites on East Timor. 
This project was designed to introduce students to the p lethora of Geo
graphic information available on the Web, to allow them to use their 
personal interests to select the subjects to be investigated, and to help 
them improve their understanding of Geography by comparing regions 
of the world. The project also required students to demonstrate some 
basic map skills by i llustrating their data on a world outline map using 
symbols, colors, or patterns of their choice. 

Methodology 

Students were given detailed written i nstructions as well as a complete 
in-class description, which included information on starting point Web 
sites. The written instructions included specific details on due date, 
format of paper, and point distribution for grading. Students were not 
given specific data categories in the written instructions. Some sugges
tions were made in the classroom discussion, and will be described i n  
t h e  Results section. The general instructions t o  students were as fol
lows: 

SuiUIUary of Instrudions to Students 

After a preliminary investigation into data and other information avail
able on the World Wide Web, complete a project proposal that includes 
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the two categories of data to be investigated, the 1 3  countries on which 
this data will be reported, and a brief list of Web sites already visited. 

Using only the World Wide Web, find two pieces of data from the same 
two categories for 1 3  countries, two countries from each of six specified 
regions and either the United States or Canada. Find additional infor
mation on the Web that may give further insight into the reasons for 
the differences and similarities of that data when compared to the data 
of other countries and regions investigated. 

I l lustrate the data on a map. 

Write a five to seven page research paper describing the results of the 
investigation, including possible reasons for the differences and simi
larities among countries and regions, and i nclude a description of Web 
crawling problems and/or successes. 

Detailed Student Projed Guidelines 

Getting started . . .  If you have not done so before, the first thing you 
must do is familiarize yourself with how to access information using 
the World Wide Web. Web site addresses usually begin with http:/ I 
www followed by a specific set of letters unique to that site, followed 
by a classification, which is similar to a zip code. Currently, these clas
sifications are as follows: 
.gov Government (e.g. Census Bureau, C IA, Dept. of Education) 
.edu Education (e.g. San Jose State, Stanford, Harvard) 
.com Commercial (business addresses) 
.org Non-profit Organization (e.g. U. N., Population Reference Bureau) 
.net Network (e.g. Pacbell, Netcom) 

To find information on the Web without a specific address, you should 
start with a Search Engine. Examples include Yahoo, Altavista, and 
Infoseek. These Search Engines allow you to enter key words and phrases 
and search for appropriate Web sites. If you are unfamiliar with search
ing for information on the Web, these Search Engines will also give you 
specific instructions on how to find what you are looking for without 
spending a lot of time searching through useless (for this project) Web 
sites. 

What you are looking for. . .  The information you are required to find 
for this project includes two pieces of data from the same two catego
ries for 1 3  different countries as follows: 

Either the United States or Canada and two different countries from 
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each of the following regions as delimited by your textbook: 
Europe (not including countries in the next region listed) 
Newly Independent States of the former Soviet Union 
Southwest Asia and North Africa 
Africa South of the Sahara 
Asia (except Southwest) and Oceania 
Latin America 

You also need to investigate general information related to that data for 
each country. Look for data and related information about subjects 
that i nterest you, that may be related to your major field of study, and/ 
or that could be used for other research projects. 

Make notes on your Web experiences, including information about s ites 
that were particularly informative in the context of this assignment, or 
particularly inaccurate or biased when compared to other sites. 

What you will do with the information. . .  I llustrate your data on a 
political outline map of the world. You do not need to draw your own 
base map. Blank outline maps are available at the campus bookstores 
or on the Web. Include a title and legend that explains the patterns, 
symbols, and/or colors you are using to show the data. 

Write a five to seven page paper reporting the results of your investiga
tion. Include information about the data you gathered, general infor
mation relating to that data, your view of the meaning of that data and 
related information in the context of a regional comparison, and an 
account of your experiences using the Web. Attach a bibliography of 
Web sites from which you used information for your map and paper, 
and a separate list of at least 25 Web sites you visited. 

Results 

This project was assigned for two years to several hundred students at 
San Jose State University who were enrolled in General Education World 
Regional Geography classes. Most of these students had no prior formal  
Geography instruction, and this was the only Geography course they 
would take during their academic career. 

Overall results were generally very positive. Students reported on a 
variety of data, and wrote very specific comments about Web sites. Many 
students commented that they spent an inordinate amount of t ime on 
the project for various reasons, many of which were related to the amount 
of data and information that is available on the Web. The quality of the 
written reports was comparable to that of more traditional assignments. 
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Sa10ples of student t:OJDIDenb induded in papers: 

"After I had completed my map I sat there and studied it for a while . . .  I 
wanted to make sure . .  . information was correct . . .  but the other was . . .  it  
was great to see all  the i nformation I had collected in a visual represen
tation:' 

"Thank you, Mrs. Holstrom. Doing this project opened up a while new 
world for me:' (from a student who had never used the Web) 

"Out of all  of the numerous term projects that I have done during my 
years in high school and this, my first year in college, this term project 
had to have been the most interesting project that I have ever done:' 

''I'm sorry, but I ' l l  h ave to drop this class. I've never used a computer 
and I'm too old to start now:' 

The results of the map portion of the project were varyingly interesting, 
fun, encouraging or appalling. When the project was in its infancy, 
little instruction was included on the details of i l lustrating data on a 
map. That omission proved fortuitous. Most students did not include a 
title; many demonstrated little knowledge of the purpose and use of 
symbols, colors and patterns. For example, students would put one 
color on top another, use two different colors s ide by side in the same 
country, or use a different symbol, color, or pattern for every piece of 
data for every country - defeating the purpose of a regional compari
son. Legends were occasionally omitted from the map, or submitted 
on a separate page. Some students turned in a separate map for each 
country or region, rather than use a single world map illustrating a 
regional comparison. 

However, many students submitted maps that would be acceptable for 
a beginning cartography class project. Some used very creative map 
symbols to represent their data, such as oil wells, tires (for number of 
automobiles), airplanes, and soft drink bottles. One student used the 
word "baby" to i llustrate the birth rates in four categories, the highest 
birth rate represented by the entire word and the lowest represented by 
only the "b". The media used to complete the maps varied from crayons 
to computer mapping programs, with everything in between. The quality 
of the maps had l ittle connection with the media used, although the 
few computer generated maps were generally very neat, but did not 
necessarily i l lustrate the data more appropriately. 
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Condusion 

This project has proved to be very successful with only a few isolated 
problems. At least 25% of students assigned this project had never used 
the World Wide Web, and a few had never used a computer. For these 
students, the learning curve in completing this project may be unfairly 
steep. However, surely part of our mission as Geography educators is to 
encourage students to acquire information and skills that will help them 
in future careers. If they have not yet learned to take advantage of 
computer technology, and investigate the variety of information sources 
available through this medium, this project encourages them to begin 
exploring that capability. 

Students investigated only two facts for only 1 3  countries. This may not 
have been a fair base from which to do a regional comparison, depend
ing on which countries were chosen. Perhaps the number of countries 
could be expanded, and more specific guidelines issued on which coun
tries are to be used. 

If students were given specific examples of data categories, e.g., birth 
rates and female life expectancy, a much higher p ercentage of the re
ports were on those two categories. Students should be given specific 
data examples that cannot be used, either because that data is not avail
able worldwide, or simply because they need to choose data that has 
not been given as an example. 

This project required students to view limited data and information 
about various countries in various regions which, hopefully, aroused 
their curiosity about other Geographic factors affecting the world and 
its people. It certainly expanded their concept of the scope and rel
evance of Geography. 
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A New NSF Funded Fa.:ulty 
Enhan.:em.ent Program. - uGIS ACCE SS" 

Les Doak 
Cypress College 

A new two-year opportunity will give faculty, from high school through 
university, the opportunity to learn the advanced technology of GIS  
coupled with active learning p edagogy. "GIS ACCESS", funded by the 
National Science Foundation, will enable 1 20 faculty, working in re
gional teams, to study, design, and implement both GIS  and active learn
ing in their curricula. The National Science Foundation Information Tech
nology Workshop Report (NS F  98-82), "Information Technology: Its Im
pact on Undergraduate Education in Science, Mathematics, Engineer
i ng, and Technology" (http:/ /www.nsf.gov/cgi-bin/getpub?nsf9882), 
strongly supports development of advanced technology learning envi
ron ments utilizing active learning pedagogy. 

"GI S  ACCESS" is now actively seeking participants. The project requires 
a commitment from interested faculty to participate in two consecutive 
Summer Institutes, each of two week duration, and to develop modular 
classroom materials. Institutional support for these commitments is criti
cal. Participants will be expected to design and incorporate GIS  and 
Active Learning Pedagogy into their teaching and to act as regional 
resource team members following the completion of the project. Geog
raphers are strongly urged to apply. "GIS ACCESS" is also seeking par
ticipation by populations not usually associated with i mplementa
tion of G I S  or other advanced technology. 
Modest stipends and subsistence are available to all participants. 

I nterested faculty should notify: Steve Palladino, Senior Co-PI. "GIS 
ACCE SS", c/o NCGIA, Geography Department, University of California, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93 1 06-4060, email: spalladi@ncgia.ucsb.edu:· 

"GIS ACCE SS" is a National Science Foundation funded project devel
oped by the Department of Geography at Cypress College, Cypress, Cali
fornia. 

129 



EDITORIAL POLICY 

The California Geographer is a refereed annual publication of the California Geo

graphical Society. 

The Society welcomes manuscripts in the following categories: 

1 .  Geographic: scholarship - refereed articles that reflect the diverse interests of our 

membership. Submissions may include all regions, sub-fields, and geographic techniques. 

2. Geographic: Chronides - shorter items of general geographic interest, including 

thesis abstracts and preliminary research findings, notices of professional meetings, grant 

and study opportunities, travel advisories, book reviews, discussions of current debates, 

literature and theory related to geography (subject to editorial review). 

3. Geographic: Education - articles, teaching techniques, innovative classroom ac

tivities, and other items that stimulate geographic education at all levels. 

Guidelines for submission: 

1. Papers are subject to anonymous review and should not identify the author except on 

the cover page. 

2. Papers that have been previously published or are currently being considered for pub

lication elsewhere cannot be considered. 

3. Please submit three paper copies, typed and double spaced. These will not be returned. 

Manuscripts also submitted on disk are preferred, either as an ASCII file, or in a com

monly used word processing program. 

4. Manuscripts should conform to the general guidelines published each year in the March 

issue ofThe ANNALS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN GEOGRAPHERS. All photo

graphs, diagrams and maps must be numbered as figures and be camera-ready, or in 

digital form. 

5. Original research articles should not normally exceed 1 0  000 words. Please indicate the 

total number of words on the cover page. 

6. Both manuscript editing and review by referees will focus on clarity and succinctness. 

Please address manuscripts and inquiries to Ray Sumner, Editor - l11e California Geographer, 

Long Bead1 City College, 4901 East Carson St, Long Beach CA 90808, or rsumner@lbcc.cc.ca.us 
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