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ABSTRACT 

International Terrorist Organizations 
 

Hripsime Grigoryan  
  

 Master of Arts in Political Science 
  
  
 

The development of non-state actors in international relations has continued to threaten the 

state-centric international systems. The phenomenon is changing the mode of international 

relations, as these organizations force modifications in the concepts of nationalism and sovereignty 

of states. These dynamics are influencing the traditional role of nations as the predominant 

international relations actors. However, although the roles played by non-state actors in 

international relations continue to stir major debates across the globe, there are different 

perspectives on the topic; the realist and liberalist views. While realists overlook the role played 

by the domestic actors in international relations, liberals pay attention to the actions and interests 

of individuals and groups within a state and contend that individuals have interests worthy of 

consideration that are different from that of government leaders (Chaudhry, 2013). 

The topic of non-state actors is related to the study of terrorism that remains a top national 

security agenda across different nations and is considered the most significant security challenge 

of the century. The effects of terrorism on states, however, vary with some perspectives arguing 

that the prevailing concerns with terrorism are out of proportion to the actual threats. On the other 

hand, other quarters perceive terrorism as having the most far-reaching and wide-ranging 

consequences. Thus, in view of these diverse perspectives, it is clear that international terrorists 

posit different challenges to states with effects that vary according to the type of state. Therefore,  

                                                                            v 



 

 

this thesis aims to explore the influence of international terrorism in the world politics. It 

will analyze the case of Russia and Syria and deduce the extent of influence ISIS caliphate has of 

these two distinct states. Through the case study, it will be possible to understand the mandatory 

requirements in the war against ISIS and international terrorism and gauge the conditions that 

create fertile ground for terrorists to thrive in a given place. 
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Chapter I 

INTRODUCTION  

  

In recent years, the turmoil that has beset the Middle East due to the insurgence of terrorist 

organizations such as the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) reveal the role non-state actors play 

in international relations. Moreover, these events have also opened new dialogue amongst 

competing for international relations theorists about the role of the state. 

Scholars in the realist school of thought were focusing on the structure of the international 

system, argue that there are structural reasons that the world functions the way it does that are 

beyond the immediate influence of non-state actors. As such, they maintain that non-state actors, 

such as terrorist organizations, have no independent causal effect on state behavior and at best 

reflect state's’ interests (Mearsheimer 1994). 

However, liberalists emphasize the importance of non-state actors, but they tend to focus 

on certain players such as multinational corporations (MNCs), intergovernmental organizations 

(IGOs), non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and even violent non-state actors (VNSA) such 

terrorist organizations that practice unlawful violence to achieve their goals  (Chaudhry, 2013). 

Additionally, the paper answers questions such as “How do these terrorist organizations 

interact with states?”  And “What are the effects of terrorism on the international system?” These 

organizations receive most of the government's attention through their acts of violence, such as 

making public demands in return for hostages, alleged attacks and killings of civilians. A key 

variable of government involvement with these organizations is the type of regime that is at play. 

Non-state actors have attained a significant importance in world politics. Such actors challenge the 

legitimacy of state domination through organized violence more than ever before thereby posing 
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serious internal security threat to individual states and may endanger its relations with other states 

in the process (Mulaj, 2010). The effects, however, vary across states with weaker states such as 

Syria being more vulnerable compared to Russia which is a stronger state. 

This paper will analyze the role that international terrorist groups play in world politics by 

critically examining arguments proposed by the realist and liberal schools of thought in 

international relations. The paper will argue that international terrorist organizations have an 

independent causal effect on state behavior which proposes a threat to state sovereignty. 

This paper will be organized in the following matter: first, the paper will compare the realist 

and liberalist perspectives regarding non-state actors and the role of the state. The paper will also 

analyze how international terrorist organizations interact with states and challenge state authority. 

Finally, it will provide analysis of ISIS as an example of an international state organization that 

has undermined state sovereignty. 

The question, “Does the effects of ISIS vary between Russia and Syria?” is important to 

address because it gives us a comprehensive understanding of the varying effects non-state actors 

have on different countries. In fact, the topic will allow us to rethink facts, terms, and concepts 

connected to the phenomenon of the nation-state, practically and theoretically. Developing an 

understanding of the effect of international terrorism on national sovereignty is critical in 

provoking a discussion and developing new perspectives on how to address the specter of terrorism 

worldwide. 
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Chapter II 

NON-STATE ACTORS 

Non-State Actors Realist scholars emphasize the role of the state in the international 

system. They regard the state as the principal actor in international politics and argue that non-

state actors do not matter. From the realists' perspective, states compete with one another for 

power in an anarchical international system. They posit that states pursue their own self-interest. 

Hans Morgenthau (1948) from realist's perspective, argues that states first seek to maximize their 

power.  According to him, every policy that they implement pursues to increase and apply power 

and the only way that can be done is through states’ resources. In his view, states are thus the 

most important actors in the international system (Morgenthau, 1948). 

Additionally, according to Morgenthau (1948), Russia’s intervention in Syria resulted 

mainly from precise geopolitical interests.  The state of Syria has been Russia's ally for several 

years, and it is also hosted Russia's only Mediterranean naval base. In fact, the foreign minister of 

Russia stated categorically that Russia's intervention in Syria aimed at preventing the country from 

turning into a "failed state." It, therefore, underpins the realists' state-centric assumptions which 

ignore the existence of non-state actors, such as international terrorist organizations, and views 

terrorism as a type of crime that can be addressed by states. Thus, for realists, non-state actors such 

as multinational corporations, or even terrorist organizations are alleged not to have importance in 

the global system (Archer. 1992). In fact, realists perceive other state actors as competing for 

power, hence a threat to the anarchical system. Notably, networks of interdependence such as 

transmission of international terror activities are currently taking an openly universal form (Archer. 

1992). 
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In contrast, liberal scholars recognize the significance of non-state actors in world politics. 

They argue that non-state actors challenge the legitimacy of state domination. Robert Keohane and 

Joseph Nye (1977) are the first scholars that called for a reassessment of the state-centric model as 

it was unsuccessful in identifying the critical position of non-state actors. They point out that world 

politics is characterized by complex interdependence, with multiple channels or networks 

involving a variety of actors and different societies across national boundaries. 

Keohane, explaining international political economy, points interdependence as mutual 

dependence, whereas power is conceptualized as an uneven relationship. Keohane supposes that 

military power as supreme over economic power revealing that the use of economy exclusively as 

likely to be unproductive in the face of on military force. Power comes not simply out military 

force but rather asymmetries in susceptibility inter-dependence majority that supports non-state 

actors. Even a state that is compelling in multiple structures can be very vulnerable to others, for 

example, United States on 11 September 2001. (Keohane & Nye, 2001). 

Liberals point out that non-state actors act upon various motives (Keohane & Nye, 2001). 

The most common motive that non-state actors follow by are: religious, ideological or political 

motives. (Chaudhry, 2013). Per Dunne, (2009) Liberalism stresses on reason to ensure an orderly 

just, and supportive world. It advocates for international reforms that support international 

institutions and law’s role in policing “international anarchy” (Dunne, 2009). He sees terrorist 

organizations as “ideological challenges” (Dunne, 2009). While liberals recognize the presence of 

anarchy, they emphasize that actors’ other than the states play a significant role in international 

relations (Burchill, 2005). 

While realists overlook the role that domestic actors play in international relations, liberals 

pay attention to the actions and interests of individuals and groups within a state and contend that 
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individuals have interests worthy of consideration that are different from that of government 

leaders (Dunne, 2009). Liberalism opposes realist propositions on many levels. It recognizes non-

state actors as essential in international system. However, realism perspective puts the emphasis 

on state as the principal actor. Liberals disagree with realists, concerning the sole importance of 

the state. In as much as the state is central to international system, individual actors should also be 

recognized as important in international relations. Additionally, liberals posit that internal politics 

should not be overlooked. 

Liberal scholars analyze the major characteristics of non-state actors as well as the 

economic, political, and social roles they play in the process of globalization. From their 

perspectives, non-state actors are organizations or individuals that hold social, political and most 

importantly economic power. In their view, these actors can autonomously wield influence at 

national, and even international levels with no allegiance pledged or advertised in favor of a 

particular state or country. According to Khan (2006), non-state actors are mostly independent of 

ruling government backing and control (Khan, 2006). Pearlman and Cunningham (2011), define 

non-state actors as organized political actors not directly connected to the state but pursuing aims 

that affect vital state interests. 

Non-state actors may stem from civil society, market economy, or political desires outside 

of state regulation and guidance. These organizational activities alter political outcomes, of several 

states as well as international systems. Their operations could be conducted intently either as their 

prime goal or as one phase of their projects. Customary forms of non-state performers include 

multinational corporations, NGOs, intergovernmental institutions (Gentry, 2015). 

Gentry (2015) states that multinational corporations (MNCs) manage production or deliver 

services in at least two countries. They are mostly private establishments with headquarters in one 
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country and firms in others. Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) on the other hand are 

voluntary, not for profit, private, and self-governing organizations. The NGOs are primarily 

independent of the government, large corporations, and outside influences. Non-state actors also 

encompass super-empowered individuals with economic, rational, political, or cultural 

connections such as businesspeople, financiers, media personalities, celebrities, religious leaders, 

and terrorists. Intergovernmental organizations (IGOs) are also another category of actors, which 

play an integral role within societies they operate but have their individual agenda, for example, 

the United Nations (Gentry, 2015). 

Non-state actors have been pointed out as contributing positively as well as negatively in 

different countries. Some non-state actors make a positive contribution to political activity. 

According to Gentry (2015), non-state actors have a significant impact on the political systems, 

especially across weaker states. Their activities alter political outcomes of several states, such as 

changing international rules, policies and moral conduct (Dunne, 2009). In short, scholars note 

that there is a significant structural variance among different types of non-state actors across the 

various states. At the same time, they point out that there are many similarities among these 

organizations. In their view, non-state actors weaken the authority of states. They, in most 

instances, are major key players in the political and economic sphere, which makes the efficient 

state function extremely difficult (Chaudhry, 2013). 
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    Chapter III 

INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM 

Terrorism refers to the calculated practice of violence by non-state actors against civilians 

in a targeted state to achieve a political, social or religious objective. Terrorists seek to instill fear 

and terror among a large population, to delegitimize the government (Dugard, 1974; Hoffman, 

2006). Terrorism exists on two levels; domestic and international. International terrorism is acts 

of terrorism targeting citizens and territory of more than one country. For example, the al-Qaeda 

attack on the World Trade Centre (WTC) on September 11, 2001, is an example of international 

terrorism (Khan, 2006). Domestic terrorism, on the other hand, refers to the one carried within the 

boundaries of a single nation. However, it is important to acknowledge that different states have 

different capacities for dealing with terrorism, which makes these influences vary across countries. 

The term terrorism is distinguished from state-sponsored terrorism. The latter refers to 

violence perpetrated by a state against civilians to achieve policy goals. Such states may be 

engaged in genocide, commit war crimes, or hire hit squads to eliminate opponents. These states 

may conduct their missions using private militaries who guise themselves as students, 

businesspeople or tourists (Wilkinson, 1988). Examples include the Libyan, Iranian and Syrian 

governments that have in the past openly break international norms and laws. There is substantial 

evidence of seven key events that took place in 1985, involving real or futile assaults by Gaddafi 

mercenaries on enemies of the administration overseas, including assassinations that took place in 

Rome, Nicosia, and Bonn. Essentially though the diplomatic protection and means have commonly 

been utilized in present years for direct state championed terrorism, particularly by Libya, Syria, 

Iraq, and Iran there are several avenues for such attacks to occur. 



8 

 

Terrorism does not exist in a vacuum. Several conditions must exist for the emergence and 

development of terrorist organizations. Research has proven the need for an intention or motive 

among the terror organizations, even if it eventually sums to slightly more than a high contempt 

of their professed adversaries or a wish for violent retaliation against some supposed inequality. 

Additionally, there must be a leader who initiates and leads the fight. Terror groups have also 

demonstrated some level of organization, specialized training, and financial capability which aids 

the purchase of weapons and ammunition and other crucial requirements. Most importantly 

international terror groups need to have entrance to the target nation and the areas of the selected 

country. Some of the international terrorist groups have been successful in building up scores of 

followers across the wider spectrum that transcend national borders (Behr & Berger, 2009). 

International terrorism also commonly arises from national and subnational conflicts. 

Consequently, international terrorism can be said to be a result of conflicting political ideologies 

regarding foreign policy practices unpopular among non-state terror organization (Behr & Berger, 

2009). 

Although scholars have not been able to determine how poverty and civil war contributes 

to terrorism, some evidences are indicating that failed or weak states such as Syria have high risks 

of harboring terrorism. These new evidence also show that the effects of terror are deadlier across 

poor nations compared to their developed counterparts; in this case, Russia and Syria. Therefore, 

the effects of terrorism are less pronounced in Russia due to low levels of poverty, effective 

systems of government and adequate capacity. Besides, the previous global financial crisis gave 

ISIS an additional boost by weakening the nation further, increasing poverty incidence and 

reducing the ability of the Syrian government to deal with terror groups. 



9 

 

Therefore, comparatively, the effects of terrorism are more salient in Syria compared to 

Russia because of high income inequality, high rates of unemployment, low GDP and low per 

capita income (Khan, 2006). Empirical studies support this thought by stating that violent 

extremism across the Muslim world gains considerable support mostly among the poor. The 

situation is, therefore, similar in Syria where young, uneducated persons, with little employment 

prospects, become susceptible to join terrorist organizations (Behr & Berger, 2009). Most of these 

youths come from poor backgrounds, which make it easier for them to join these organizations on 

the promise of monetary rewards. The high levels of poverty in Syria also undermine government's 

capacity, which gives credit to violent extremists to exploit ungoverned territories to stage 

international attacks. In fact, scholars converge that it is impossible to mention any major recent 

terror attacks without connecting it with the lack of employment opportunities, poverty and lack 

of state capacity. 

On the other hand, Russia, which has high capacity has been able strengthen its response 

to terrorism thus making the consequences less significant. Besides, owing to massive resources 

and highly advanced technology at its disposal, Russia has in place appropriate infrastructure that 

incorporates international cooperation, and an effective judicial system with prosecutors and 

investigators to assist in dealing with acts of terror. The existence of advanced information and 

communication technology in Russia make it easier to acquire biometric and biographic terrorists’ 

information, which helps in fighting terror (Behr & Berger, 2009). Therefore, availability of these 

resources boosts the capacity of Russia in the fight against terrorism thus reducing the effects of 

terrorism within its national boundaries. 

Khan (2006) posits that international terrorist groups have been shown to have experienced 

suppression domestically, where the citizens would fight back. Thus this suppression caused them 
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to relocate and target countries that support oppressive regimes. Thus, according to Khan (2006), 

oppression coupled with poor governance is a major contributing factor to the international 

terrorism enterprise. This means a terrorist organization is established as a form of rebellion against 

the authoritarian government. This analogy, therefore, explains the widespread operations of terror 

groups in Syria where the authoritarian regime is perceived as suppressing the people. However, 

a violent reaction is impossible if sovereign states were performing their duties without exerting 

excessive control. Terrorist organizations usually hide under the guise of defending the oppressed 

from dictatorial regimes. Therefore, it is not common for terrorist organizations to thrive in Russia 

since the ruling regime does not exercise excess control over its people (Khan, 2006). Therefore, 

Russia, which also has a totalitarian regime does not consistently experience violent extremism 

because the government does not oppress the populace.  

Besides, most international terrorist organizations utilize religion as a means to achieve 

their short-term and long-term political goals.  ISIS for instance uses Muslim religion to justify the 

evils they commit against innocent lives. The case is also evident among other terrorist groups 

such as Al Qaeda. In fact, these organizations use religion to influence their operations (Gentry, 

2015). Therefore, Syria being a religious nation, is more vulnerable to acts of terror compared to 

Russia, which is not dominated by any single religion. 

Elu (2012) also support the argument by stating that international terrorist organizations 

are not isolated from states since most of these organizations operate in weak and collapsing 

countries that provide secure bases for training, access to arms and equipment, resources, staging 

bases and transportation regions and base for recruits. The host states share mutual strategic and 

political interests with these groups such assisting the incumbent administration to eliminate or 

threaten expatriate rebels into silence, undermine a rival country, or provide defense in the 
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international war they are engaged in. Elu identifies specific cases such as Sudan, Afghanistan, 

Yemen, and Syria, which provide bases for the terror group's operations as having dictatorial 

regimes that oppress their citizens. These countries also become easy targets for terrorism as seen 

in the attacks on U.S embassies in Nairobi and Dar-salaam. Researchers indicate that there exists 

a parasitic interaction between weak states and non-state terror actors. This proposition is 

emphasized by the idea that criminal networks thrive in environments where the rule of law is non-

existent or poorly implemented.  William’s points out that the presence of such capacity loopholes 

provides avenues that are easily exploited by criminal enterprises, both domestic and international. 

(Williams, 2008). 

At the same time, not all terrorists working in the modern international system have the 

benefits of sanctuaries or safe spaces for an operation that are above the capacity of security troops 

or conflicting sections. This is because for them to limit themselves to striking foreign states and 

their resources, they need a significantly finer degree of organization, expertise, training, money, 

and means of entrance to foreign states, to launch a complete global operation (Carlton & Schafer, 

2015). Some terrorist groups succeed in obtaining sponsorship by one or more wealthy states. 

Some organizations gain support from local communities. Shi'ite fundamentalist groups are a case 

in point. They have succeeded in spreading insurgent movement in Iran, Lebanon, and major cities 

of Shi'ite communities. In these Shi’ite populations, there is a persistent emphasis on attaining 

religious supremacy. Groups such Islam jihad are further involved in a broader 'holy war' to spread 

Ayatollah Khomeini's beliefs and customs to the wider Muslim population globally. Their 

extensive reach has gained them massive support in Iran in the form of religious followers, 

guidance, publicity, a fair level of centralized organization and administration, money, arms, and 

essential practice, and Iran's diplomatic and spying net. By working with an international coalition, 
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these groups have an element of surprise and flexibility in their attacks (Wilkinson, 1988). These 

groups have been able to maximize on failures of NATO's global response, and expose new 

susceptibilities such as the decision to disband the Iraqi military. 

International terrorist organizations can obtain sanctuary, funds, weapons, and explosives. 

However, they are often unable to get state support because of their delicate political and military 

situation. The majority are often vulnerable to police and political backlash if they cause trouble 

in the host country as they are quickly recognized. Russia is an example of a country with several 

exile groupings. However, in such situations, these countries are made susceptible to revenge, 

counter-retaliation, and communal clash resulting in inter-communal feuding and executions 

(Wilkinson, 1988). 

         Therefore, terrorist organizations operate based on various reasons. The primary 

explanation is to liberate the oppressed in the society. It is a belief among most terrorist groups 

that it is their tacit mandate to liberate the people from the yoke of oppression meted upon them 

by their administrations. On the other hand, terrorist organizations operate under the guise of 

religion. They seek to establish Muslim religion across the world, and force everyone to believe in 

Islamic laws. This is one particular course that excites most Muslim believers to sympathize and 

support terror groups to fight and kill ‘apostates.’ 
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Chapter IV 

INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM AS A SECURITY THREAT 

In the 21st century, the state’s primary concern is no longer about security threats from 

armies of other states, but rather acts of non-state actors such as international terrorist 

organizations. According to Dugard, non-state groups presently assume the position of new-age 

intimidations to the national security of new administrations (Dugard, 1974). Non-state actors are 

not restricted by regional borders and are unconcerned with the notion of sovereignty. Terrorist 

organizations such as the Islamic State (I.S.), Hezbollah, the Lord’s Resistance Army (L.R.A), and 

Al Qaida employ tactics that indicate a disregard for the sovereignty of the respective states within 

which they operate or target. 

Terrorist networks break the sovereignty of several states, thus spreading their web of 

influence and ideologies across multiple countries making international terror acts easy to execute. 

For instance, the spread of ISIS not only in Middle East region but across the world. These 

international terror groups do not recognize global norms and guidelines on the practice of force 

hence non-combatants, ambassadors, and media personalities become the frequent target of their 

operations (Khan, 2006). 

International terrorist organizations directly test and affect individual states through 

networking of terrorist actions. According to Freeman (n.d.), they can threaten countries by 

destabilizing nation’s internal control by the use of force as in the case of Syria. Additionally, these 

groups pose the same security threat to other nations in the international system. Studies indicate 

that international terror groups target developed countries and major powers to a greater extent, 

which underscores the major reason for Russia’s involvement in Syrian war to protect terror 

insurgents into their country (Fraiman, n.d.). 
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As discussed above, terrorist organizations thrive in failed states with a poor record of 

governance. A decline in the legitimacy of political administration results in rebellion among the 

population. This creates chaos within which VNSAs thrive and operate. The core problem that 

results in the growth of non-state political authority is endemic corruption in the supposed 

legitimate government. Poor governance causes citizens to form illegitimate state-society 

relationships with non-state actors as they seem better prepared to address their security, social 

and economic issues. In this case, the state system is threatened by non-state actors because of lack 

of effective governance that causes the people to lose trust in their nation's political, economic, or 

constitutional systems (Coser, Graham, & Gurr, 1970). Isis insurgence best explains this in the 

Syria. 

Economic conditions in a state are also pivotal aspects to be considered when articulating 

the issue of governance and non-state actors. Non-state actors threaten the governing system by 

addressing the economic challenges facing the populations through economic activities that are 

unregulated and untaxed by the government, and they include both monetary and non-monetary 

asset exchanges. Non-state actors enjoy the support of the local citizens who in turn obtain 

economic assistance, thereby creating a symbiotic arrangement of convenience and an enabling 

environment for them to develop their operational abilities. In situations where illicit economic 

opportunities thrive more than those in the legal economy, non-state actors are more likely to enjoy 

more power and authority than the ruling government. (Naghshpour, St. Marie & Stanton Jr., 

2007). In relation to a case in point, ISIS has been able to appeal to the majority of poor people in 

Syria by luring them with financial gains after joining the group. Therefore, recruitment has been 

quite successful since most Syrians are poor and unemployed (O'Donnell 1993). Through proper 

coordination with the locals, ISIS operated within these shadow economies and ended up gaining 
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popularity among locals which in turn helped them to attract recruits. This, by extension, weakened 

the capacity of the Syrian government to obtain information on the VNSAs as they have grassroots 

support from the local population. These VNSAs are therefore able to manage and administer this 

infrastructure purposefully with the self-sustaining aims of meeting their operational costs and 

financial needs. (Naghshpour, St. Marie & Stanton Jr, 2007). 

Non-state actors exploit a government's administrative weaknesses in areas where citizens 

are marginalized/experience low-intensity citizenship by providing shadow citizenship as a 

substitute of the state Thus; shadow citizenship misrepresents the state-society relationship which 

eventually is the foundation of a state's legitimacy both locally and overseas (O'Donnell 1993). 

When different non-state actors in a region unite and develop working relationships through 

complementary forms of governance and political authority, they embody a superior yet 

illegitimate alternative to the internationally recognized regime. This unity threatens the legitimate 

government as integral management among VNSAs supposedly provides higher levels of political 

stability and citizen security (Lutz & Lutz, 2008). 
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Chapter V 

CASE STUDY: ISIS OPERATIONS IN RUSSIA AND SYRIA 

ISIS, also known as the Islamic State (I.S.), the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), 

and Al-Qaeda in Iraq (AQI), is a well-established political and military outfit that goes on record 

as one of the most organized groups in the world of extreme terror organizations. Its principal 

ideology is founded on ancient extremist Sunni Muslim beliefs known as Wahhabi-Salafism 

allowing them to claim political and religious leadership of all the Sunni Muslims globally. It is 

this modus operandi that they use to justify the violent enforcement of its ideas through coerced 

conversion of Muslims from other factions as well as non-Muslims to their doctrine with total 

disregard for the western culture and influence. I.S has thus extended their reach to Southern Iraq 

and a huge section of Syria presently in the process of a civil war to the degree that it has situated 

its headquarters in Raqqa (Friedland, May 10, 2015). 

         A CNN report published in 2016 indicated that since the ISIS declared their caliphate in 

2014, they have been able to undertake nearly more than 140 attacks across 29 countries besides 

Syria and Iraq. These attacks have led to massive losses of lives with an estimated 2,043 persons 

dead and thousands injured (Schaerf, 2015). The data, therefore, indicates that ISIS attacks not 

only focus on weak states but also strong states such as European nations, the United States and 

Russia. However, it is still clear that despite the sporadic attacks across different nations, ISIS 

attacks are deadlier in weaker states compared to stronger ones. Therefore, this case study will 

analyze ISIS attacks in Russia versus Syria. 

  Although Russia has not been immune to terrorist threats, the country's National Anti-

Terrorism Committee issued official statement in 2016 citing that acts of terror within the country 

was in decline. The government's heavy-handed security apparatus across the hot-spots and highly 
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targeted areas have been able to introduce calm. In fact, some scholars state that the government 

has been able to contain security situation through toughening punitive measures to the terrorists 

and their organizations and the rebels leaving for Syria. The Russian government's efforts have 

always managed to addressing threats of terrorism due to its capacity in all fronts that outmatch 

the ISIS infidels (Friedland, May 10, 2015). The availability of resources and the huge potential 

of government military and institutions have thus enabled the government of Russia to deal 

ruthlessly with the ISIS caliphate; driving them away from the country and neutralizing their 

influence to the nation.  

         On the other hand, Syria is one of the nations that have suffered from ISIS terror activities. 

In fact, statistics show that the Islamic State violently rules a third of Syria. The effects have been 

dire with data showing that ISIS control of Syrian territory. United Nations Security Council report 

stated that ISIS rule coupled with the civil war in Syria have forced nearly more than 4 million 

refugees to flee to other countries such as Europe (Schaerf, 2015). Comparatively, the Syrian 

government and the entire populace experience the effect of ISIS terrorist activities intensively 

compared to the government of Russia. A quick search of Syria only reveals images of war. There 

is no evidence for the country's fertile landscape, the colorful exports of oranges, tomatoes, 

livestock, and apples or its once thriving agricultural sector. ISIS and civil war shattered the 

livelihoods and the country's once prosperous economy (Bunzel, 2015). Trade is dead with no 

business going on in the hospitality, construction or any other industry that used to thrive before 

the ISIS invasion, which compounded the civil war. 

Research conducted by the Syrian Center for Policy Research on March 9, 2016, the ISIS 

crisis displaced nearly six million persons due to violence, occupation, and fear. The data also 

indicated that more than 14 million Syrians lost their livelihoods between 2010 and 2013 when the 
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country's GDP fell to 41% (Aydinli, 2013). According to an article published on The Telegram 

Magazine, most Syrians are facing the challenged of losing their loved ones, and significant 

overcrowding brought about by internally displaced persons, loss of income and significant stress 

to the country's infrastructure. The situation is the same throughout the country with residents 

stating that daily life is a series of hardships (Carlton, 2015). Life within Syria after the ISIS 

stamped their rule saw necessary utilities ceasing to function thus subjecting people to intense 

suffering and repression. 

According to the World Bank (2016), Syria received provided technical support from the 

World Bank regarding social protection and human development. However, in 2011 World Bank 

operation towards supporting Syria were stopped. World Bank have been monitoring the economic 

and social effects of conflict in Syria and as well had dialogues with the international community 

to support post conflict recovery efforts. In the Word Bank Review of Syria conflict, there are two 

impacts of the conflict one of them includes the analyzing of variables such as satellite imagery 

and public data in the DNA of Aleppo, Idlib, and Hama individuals. The second one involves 

analysis the economic and social impact of the conflict. Evidence based approach was used to 

measure the amount of damage caused in the infrastructure area in the city of Syria.  Additionally, 

there is as well an ongoing analysis of effects on physical and human capital on the aggregate well-

being of Syrians (World Bank, 2016). 

Moreover, the assessment of the impact of Syria conflict is significant since it helps UN, 

EU, and other development partners to get an analysis of Syria’s economy, infrastructure, service 

delivery, and institutions. Besides, World Bank collaborated with a broad range of partners and 

international financial institutions and established the Global Concessional Financing Facility 

(GCFF). This is a mechanism that helps the middle-income countries that have a high number of 
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refugees and provides them with finance from money gained from donors with loans from 

Multilateral Development Bank (MDBs). The bank had already put aside an investment of $ 300 

million that was meant for Syrian refugees. World banks has well-offered support towards the 

National Poverty Targeting Program and the Lebanese Plans towards refugees and helping them 

handle their host communities.                                    

ISIS SUCCESS IN SYRIA  

Syria is one country where ISIS caliphate has been able to stamp its influence. There are 

several reasons behind the success of this organization in this nation. One of the reasons is the Iraq 

War. Statistics show that some members of the organization; Baathists and the members of the 

secular party led by Saddam Hussein were political opponents before the U.S invasion. Security 

experts exclaim that American invasion caused a turmoil that created ground upon which the 

Islamic State grew. The Bush administration's decision to disband Iraqi military in 2003 left 

thousands of people armed and jobless, thus, the decision to join the ISIS (Bunzel, 2015). 

Therefore, Syria is a neighbor to Iraq and its porous borders left a vacuum for the ISIS infidels to 

gain control. 

Furthermore, ISIS has been able to be successful in Syria due to their intense presence on 

social media. The organization controls several media outlets within Syria, which enable them to 

disseminate information. Security experts converge that the messaging technique applied by ISIS 

has been incredibly effective due to the primary emphasis on digitization. The assistance of robust 

media bureaucracy within the region is, therefore, one of the reasons for the success of the 

organization. For instance, the organization has been able to send online photos, videos, religious 

chants, and speeches, all of which put considerable emphasis on the claim that it is a religious 

caliphate which all Muslim believers should defend. The claim thus remains ISIS' primary source 
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of strength in Syria since it can lure religious extremists to join the cult (Gambhir, 2015). On the 

other hand, Syrians have also been influenced to accede to the organization through the successful 

depiction of brutal execution of ‘apostates,' and the bustling markets, which reinforce the inevitable 

and immediate victory of ISIS. 

The influence ISIS has in Syria has enabled it to establish a central media outlet that aids 

the organization to broadcast its media campaigns and resonant messages. Some of the several 

outlets used by the organization include their official media foundations, unofficial media 

collectives, provincial reporting offices and online websites, which mainly attract the attention the 

youth and other social media geeks (Kagan, and Kagan, 2015). However, all these mediums serve 

the interest of different audiences, from Syrian locals, Middle Easter region enthusiasts and across 

the world.  

Therefore, these several reasons together with the underlying fact of the military power of 

the ISIS that outweighs the Syrian military are some of the reasons why Syria’s attempt to fight 

terrorism cannot match the Russians. The government of Syria is weak due to the long period of 

civil war. This created a loophole that ISIS exploited ever since to stamp their authority. Unlike in 

Syria, Russia has a strong and capable army coupled with a well-functional and stable government 

(Schaerf, 2015). It is, therefore, less likely for the ISIS to find a loophole in Russia. Besides, Putin's 

government has massive resources at its disposal, which tentatively implies that ISIS attempt to 

take over Russia will be futile. 

On the other hand, ISIS finds it easier to influence and recruit members in Syria due to 

high poverty index compared to Russia. There are a large number of unemployed youths and 

women in Syria. Russia, on the other hand, has state of the art technologies and industries that 

employees and supports its vast population (Kagan, 2015). It is, therefore, easier for the caliphate 
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to lure Syrian jobless and poor youths to join with the possibility of acquiring monetary rewards. 

The package offered to the unemployed, and idle youths are therefore one of the reasons why ISIS' 

effort to gain control and recruit its members will automatically be a success (Bunzel, 2015). 

Comparatively, Russia prides itself of numerous industries and a stable economy where citizens 

can carry out business. It is therefore hard for employed and business people to consider joining 

ISIS caliphate in Russia for military rewards. 

Syria is also incapable of dealing with ISIS menace on the ground of religion. ISIS has 

numerous supporters and sympathizers in Syria because it is a religious organization that promises 

to liberate the common people from the oppressive Al Asad regime. It packages itself as an 

underdog group that bears the religious standards of equality and freedom. The fact of the matter 

is numerous people and organizations in Syria oppose Al Asad's authoritarian regime. Thus, 

considering this fact, ISIS finds it easier to recruit Syrians into its military to fight the government, 

hence the government’s incapability to deal with it (Carlton, 2015). Russia, on the other hand, is a 

high capacity state and does not face as numerous religious extremists as Syria does. It is therefore 

easy for the Russian government to neutralize any terrorist formation within its boundaries. 

Besides, in 2011, the Syrian war affected a majority of the Islamic state operations. 

According to Aljazeera (2017), there was an eruption of a peaceful demonstration in 2011 

Syria where 15 boys were detained and tortured for being supporters of Arab Spring Revolts. The 

15 boys wrote graffiti that supported the revolts which annoyed their allies hence a 13-year boy 

lost his life.   The Syrian government led by their President Bashar al-Assad did not want people 

to engage in any protest against the government thus decided to kill and imprison anyone that was 

demonstrating. As a result, a civil war erupted in Syria between the government and the Free Syrian 

Army. The anti-government group wanted to overthrow the government, due to lack of freedom 
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to express themselves and protest against unfair treatment from the government. Similarly, the 

formation of the Free Syrian Army erupted the establishment of other anti-government groups 

such as Jabhat Fateh al-Sham, Iran-backed Hezbollah, and the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) 

(Aljazeera (2017). Additionally, the 2011 conflict in Syria was influenced by the global warming 

that leads to drought. Thousands of people migrated from the country side to the cities leading to 

further problems such as poverty and social unrest. The Syrian war also led to many people running 

way from Syria to abroad as others were left traumatized (Aljazeera (2017). 
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Chapter VI 

CONCLUSION 

In summary, international terrorist organizations such as ISIS pose high-security threats to 

countries such as Syria than Russia. They not only focused on weak states such as Syria but as 

well focused on strong states such as U.S and Russia. Thus, in Syria, ISIS took advantage of the 

fact that the country had a majority of the young people were poor and unemployed. Unemployed 

youth are more susceptible to join such extremist groups since they are idle and often promised 

wealth by the group. Additionally, ISIS finds it easy to attack Syria since their origin is from the 

West and are well familiar with a majority of the region in Syria. This made it easier for them to 

attack the country, given Syria's security is weak. 

Moreover, ISIS influence in Syria was powerful and had led to a high number of rebellious 

people against the government. Thus, many protests erupted leading to hundreds of deaths and 

imprisonment. Besides, Russia's intervention in Syria was mainly focused towards geopolitical 

interest and thus preventing the country from becoming a failed state. Also, the country is wealthy, 

characterized by strong security and many other resources. Therefore, given ISIS devastating 

effects in Syria, it clears that Syria experienced much loss including economic, political and 

security loss making them more vulnerable to ISIS than Russia. 

Furthermore, the continuous violation the Westphalia system by strong states meddling in 

the affairs of weak states without serious consequences reinforces a culture of impunity driven by 

the pursuit of resources. I.S is thus a fascinating case study of an organization based on 

fundamentalist ideology that challenges the idea of the modern nation-state whilst being a threat 

to the state system on a global scale basing on its ambitious expansion plans (Aydinli, 2013). It is 
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therefore important to analyze the complexities and particularities of non-state actors and national 

sovereignty relationships when investigating the characteristics of international terrorism groups. 

It is, therefore, evident from the case study above that Syria is more vulnerable to ISIS than 

Russia. The geographical location, military prowess, poverty, dictatorial leadership and religious 

extremism makes Syria more vulnerable to ISIS compared to Russia (Kagan, 2015). Since ISIS 

originated in Middle East and most of its members emanate from the region, they have a great 

mastery of the areas they operate. Moreover, Syria does not have extensive resources to employee 

security apparatus that will assist its government to infiltrate and defeat ISIS. In comparison, 

Russia has vast wealth and well-trained and experienced security personnel (Carlton, 2015). 

Russia’s ability to utilize its resources well in safeguarding and defending its territory therefore 

explains why it has been able to neutralize the effects and influence of ISIS in real-time. 
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