
Friends of the Oviatt Library (FOL) 
Minutes, January 16, 2015 

Administrative Conference Room 
Oviatt Library 

  
Dean Mark Stover excused himself before the meeting due to a conflict with another Library meeting. 
President Bob Gohstand called the meeting to order at 10:10. 
Members Present:  Iris Caplan, Jim Dole, Joyclyn Dunham, Bill Gaines, Bob Gohstand, Bernice Haber, 
Sigrid Hafner, Jim Parker, Hazel Wittenberg 
The minutes of December 2014 meeting were read and approved unanimously. 
  
Announcements: 
Bob greeted everyone with a happy new year and wished the FOL  a successful year. 
Joyclyn reviewed dates for upcoming meetings, so that Dean Stover could attend, all Friday 
meetings:  Feb. 27; March 13; April 17 (with an FOL program on that day; FOL meeting at 10 am at the 
Orange Grove Bistro); May 22; June 12 (if needed). The Board agreed to these dates....all meetings will 
be at 10 am, and all in the Administrative Conference Room, except for the April 17th date. 
  
New Business: 
Scholarship Committee: 
Joyclyn asked for volunteers for the scholarship committee. (The Student Awards ceremony will be held 
on Thursday, April 16th.) We need people to serve on this committee for the end of March. Bernice, 
Hazel, Bill, and Sigrid volunteered. 
Volunteer involvement: 
Bob suggested creating the formal status of library docent. We should have docents  go through 
training. What would they do?  Often staff are not available to take groups through tours of the library, 
docents might provide this tour service. Possibly they would be willing to assist students and visitors in 
the Reading Room. Possibly they would sit by and monitor sales at the book cart. Other questions to be 
resolved: Would docents be students, would docents help students as well as outsiders?  Past 
volunteers in the bookstore, who might be a likely source of docents, would like to know what they 
would do...some are still upset by the closing of the bookstore, but most continue to wish to contribute 
in some way. 
Question: from Bernice: Does the library now need help with the gift book program?  Joyclyn answered 
and was not certain, but noted that giving was slower now. 
Joyclyn also suggested that possibly the library staff might need help setting up displays in the library. 
She mentioned two people on the Oviatt staff who would need to approve the program, besides Dean 
Stover. 
Other members noted that it is important to give the volunteers a name, 'docents,' and establish the 
position.  This cannot be done until all relevant library staff approve the notion. 
Bill suggested there be a listserv for possible docents, and members, to inform them of all events, 
positions, etc. 
Oviatt Library Award for Non-Fiction Excellence in Writing.  
The committee met yesterday and rephrased the announcement, refined some minor things related to 
the award, and is near ready to make a public announcement to solicit applications. Award will be first 
given in Spring 2016, with an application deadline of December 1, 2015.  The ceremony and reception to 
follow. The winner would make some acceptance remarks at the ceremony, and read some excerpts 
from his/her work. The award of $1000, unless a runner up (then award would be less, to accommodate 
two awardees).  Joyclyn suggested that the winner could give a presentation; all agreed that this was a 



good idea. For the Non-Fiction award the book has to be about the San Fernando Valley. The scoring 
rubric has already been developed. Bob will distribute the rubric to FOL members at the next meeting (a 
discussion as to whether to e-mail it to us was resolved in favor of not doing so, in order to keep the 
rubric private). 
An FOL fiction award still being considered for the future. A question arose at the Award committee 
meeting: what is the San Fernando Valley? To what degree would the plot of a fiction work need to be 
related to the SFV? Is a passing mention okay?  This, and other questions were tabled to be resolved at 
future FOL or FOL Award Committee meetings. 
Mobile Book Cart 
The carpenter is still working on the design. He sent dollar estimate to us yesterday. Bob noted that the 
estimate was based on certain parameters: a cart 4 feet wide by 2 feet deep, three tiers, a locked 
cabinet below, slanted shelves...etc.  Without casters, the carpenter's estimate was $875 per cart (Bob 
suggests casters might be another $60-$100 per cart).  
It was noted that the cart might be manned by docents at some times.  We will still have portico sales 
several times a year. 
Jim P. asked for a financial report to see if we can afford one or two carts, With income from 
membership dues now down with falling membership, no income from bookstore sales, and a new 
annual expenditure of $1,000 for the writing award beginning in 2016 (and perhaps $2,000 annually for 
two awards in future years), it is important to know how affordable a cart and future expenditures 
are.  Bob noted that a book cart should bring in money; others suggested that portico book sales bring in 
$400 to  $600 per sale event.  
No immediate account of the money in the FOL treasury was available. Bob summarized that the 
consensus of the FOL Board was to pay for one cart, assuming we have the money in our 
account.  Future meetings we will have a Treasurer's report to look at expenditures and income. 
  
Committee Reports 
A. Program Committee: 
Hazel noted that Christina Rice, of the L.A. Public Library, will speak about women in the San Fernando 
Valley, with historical photos from the 40s and 50s. This event will be at the Orange Grove Bistro for 
lunch, April 17th, with a lunch for $20.  Our FOL meeting would be at 10 a.m. at the Bistro before the 
event. The event would be from 11:30 am to 1 pm. 
B. Hospitality Committee 
Iris talked about a room in the Library lobby that was used for the last portico book sale for hospitality 
and might be used for the future docents, and during future portico sales. Joyclyn suggested (later to the 
Secretary) that the room was used for Library meetings and could not be set aside for FOL sole use. The 
room proved to be difficult to use at the last book sale as all hospitality items needed to be carried in 
and out before and after the sale, the room was a bit difficult to find and other problems. She, and other 
FOL members hoped to find some future solution for hospitality arrangements for future docents and 
workers at book sales. 
C. Newsletter Committee: 
Jim D. noted that he and Jim P. were working on an upcoming newsletter, and will get articles to Joyclyn 
soon (hopefully by the end of January).  It was suggested that the newsletter should have article on the 
docents, once Dean Stover, and others at the library have approved the notion of library docents. Jim D. 
suggested that once Joyclyn gets the final articles it might take her a month or so to get the newsletter 
out, the publication date dependent on her many other Library responsibilities. 
  
Closing Announcement: 



Joyclyn noted that April 16th is the date of the scholarship awards; with the next day being the FOL 
meeting and the Christina Rice presentation. 
  
The meeting was adjourned at 11:12 am. 
  
  
 


