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WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has found secondhand 
tobacco smoke to be a risk to public health, and has classified secondhand smoke as a group A 
carcinogen, the most dangerous class of carcinogen1; the California Air Resources Board has 
categorized secondhand smoke as a toxic air contaminant2; and the Surgeon General of the United 
States has concluded that there is no risk-free level of exposure to secondhand tobacco smoke3. 
 
WHEREAS, smoking kills more Americans each year than alcohol, car accidents, suicide, AIDS, 
homicide, and illegal drugs combined4. 
 
WHEREAS, California young adults have the highest prevalence of tobacco use among any age 
group population at 18.0%5.  Nationally, tobacco use on campus continues to be problematic 
according to the 2006 Core Survey which reports that 26.2% of college students indicated using 
tobacco (cigarettes, chew, or snuff) in the past 30 days and 38.5% reported using tobacco within the 
last year6. 
 
WHEREAS, most smokers begin using tobacco as teenagers, the same study found an amazing 28% 
of college smokers began to smoke regularly, and 11% had their first cigarette, after age 197.  Internal 
tobacco industry documents reveal that the transition from experimentation with tobacco to becoming 
a confirmed smoker can occur up to the age of 258. 
 
WHEREAS, rise in college-age smoking has paralleled the tobacco industry’s increased targeting of 
college-age young adults with advertising and promotions, like special events and give-a ways in 
nightclubs9. 
 
WHEREAS, California Health and Safety Code Section 104420(p) requires that all public high school 
campuses in California be 100%  tobacco-free if receiving tobacco education funding, high school 
students are seeing smoking on college campuses as a sign of adult “freedom” and rights of passage. 
A smoke-free policy would send an important health message to all incoming freshman students10. 
 
WHEREAS, people sensitive to secondhand smoke, such as those with certain chronic illnesses, will 
experience immediate exacerbation of their symptoms when exposed to secondhand smoke, even 
outdoors11. 
 
WHEREAS, students and staff/faculty have expressed a genuine concern for the health and well-
being of the campus community throughout California State University Northridge. 

 
WHEREAS, California State University Northridge as an educational institution, has an obligation to 
model positive behaviors as well as being a positive example to the community. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the Faculty Senate of the California State University Northridge 
hereby recommends and supports the adoption, implementation and enforcement of the proposed 
Smoke-free policy, with designated smoking areas in parking lots from September 1, 2011 transitioning 
to 100% smoke-free beginning September 1, 2012. 
 



Suggested SEC revision to the single resolve in the resolution: 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the Faculty Senate of the California State University Northridge 
endorses a recommendation that the University Policy on Smoking be amended to prohibit smoking 
except within designated parking lots and posted campus areas starting September 1, 2011 and that 
consideration be given towards establishing a date when the campus will be designated 100% smoke-
free. 
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