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ABSTRACT 

A STUDY OF'  WOMEN IN AMERICAN 
JOURNALISM FROM 1696 TO 1 972 

by 

Vi cki Lee Brumagin 

Mast er o£ Ar t s  in Mas s  Communicat ion 

June , 1 972 

The purpose o£ this thesis was to ident ify and 

descr ib e  t ho s e  women who r eceived professional and/or pub -

l ie recognit ion as Amer ican j ournal ists  from 1696 to 1972 . 

The focus was on r eport ers , editors and pub lisher s 

( excluding for the mo st part columnis t s ,  s oc iety and women 's 

page editors ) ,  tracing their car eers an d their rol e  wi thin 

the mainstr eam of j ournal i s t ic history in Amer ic a .  

Dat a were gather ed £rom a variety o£ s our c es , in-

eluding history t ext s ,  cont emporary b i o graphies and auto -

biographies and,  in the main , £rom such trade pub l icat ions 

as Editor & Pub li sher , Qui l l , The Matr ix , Journal ism 

Qu arterly , and news magazine s , Time and Newsweek . 

Of p articu l ar value was a 1 93 6  text , Ladies o£ the 

Press : The Hist ory of Women in Journal i sm By An Insider . 

iv  



Written by I shb el Ross , the volu�eLi s the so l e  definit ive 

book written on the subj ect to date . 

Over 3 00 newswomen are identified in this survey , 

tracing their invo l vement in journal ism from col onial days 

through the nin eteenth century , then spot l i gh t ing their 

contribut ions as " stunt women , "  1 1 sob s i s t ers"  and 1 1 t abloid 

heroines , "  b efore going on t o  anal yze their r ole as high ly 

professional comp et itors within the news media of modern 

America . 

The study r eveal s that. women indeed have p l ay ed a 

larger part in Amer ican news gathering than many j ournal ism 

text s have given them credi t for . In addi t ion , c ert ain 

histor ical pat terns ar e i dent if ied and described under 

various chap t er headin gs . 

v 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The Women ' s  Liberat ion Movemen t - -born wi th the 

decade o£ the 1 9 7 0 ' s - - surpri s ed many American s  into taking 

a second look at the nat ion ' s  f emal e popu l at ion . At few 

times in his tory has the f eminine rol e  b een so  thoroughly 

scrut inized : Who i s  the Amer ican woman ? • • •  where has she 

been and where do e s  she go from here ? 

One of the p l aces she ' s  b een £or a l ong t ime i s  in 

the newspaper city  room . Though her presenc e may not al -

ways have been conspicuous to  r eader s , the l ady j ournal ist  

has long l abored b ehind the s cene s , r iskin g  l ife and l imb - -

no t t o  ment ion r eputat ion --to pro vide the pub l ic with what 

it had ria r ight to know . "  S in c e  1 69 6 , when the first 

colonial print er ' s  widow deci ded t o  carry on her husband ' s  

trade , women have p l ayed a p ar t  in gatherin g  and r eport in g  

the news . Yet, " j ournal i sm t exts  r ef er to  women most o£ -

I ten in footno t es and only brief l y  in t ext s , 1 1 1 points out 

l Marion Mar zolf , j ournal i sm lecturer at the Uni ver s i t y  o£ 

I 
i Michi gan . 

I 
L 
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r 
!women , chronic l ing everything from their dr ess to their 

.il courage ,  their individual wri t in g  s t yl e s  t o  their pol i t i -

Thou s ands of pages could b e  devot ed t o  thes e news -

cal vi ews . However , this  s tudy wi l l  conc ern i t s elf pri -

mar ily wi th s imp ly identifying chronological ly tho s e  women 

who ach i eved profess ional and/o r  pub l ic r eco gnit ion as 

news r eport er s  or editors in America during the p eriod 

1696 t o  1972 . I t  wi l l  att empt , too , to  enl arge upon the 

I litt le that can be gleaned from the footnotes  of tradi -

1 tional t ext s and ,  t o  s ome ext ent , t o  int erp r et the roles 

j whi ch thes e women have p l ay ed in t he history of American 

��� journalism.  

Since the p er i o d  under investi gat ion sp ans nearly I 
three c enturies , two factor s  had t o  be dealt with at the 

outset . Firs t , impl i c i t  in a survey of this s cope i s  the 

exclus ion of hundr eds of women who , r e gardl e s s  of their 

contr ibut ions t o  the f i el d ,  did no t r ec ei ve "profess ional 

and/or public r ecognit ion" and are therefor e  lost  t o  

recor d .  

Second,  a dec i sion was made to  del ib erat el y  omit 

thos e women - -wi th rare excep t ions - -who worked solely as 

co lumnis t s , social p ag e ,  o r  "women 1 s p age" editors and 

wr i t ers . Admi t .tedly , these women too have contribut ed t o  

the nation 1 s news media but for the pu._rpos �� o.f _:t::_his _  s tu<:Iy , 

2 



. on ly tho s e  who wor ked 1n th e competitive wo rld of the 

"hard news " and " feature stori es " of the fron t and near -

front pages of American newspap er s  and magazines wer e 

included . 

Mar ion Mar zolf ' s  p rel iminary bib l io graphy , "Women 
I 

in American Journal ism , " provides a us eful t ool 1n ana-

J.yzing the avail ab l e  l i t erature in this  f i el d .  Whil e  the 

bibl iography is by no means comp l et e , it suggests  some of 

th e difficul t i es imp l icit in a survey of this t yp e ;  

specifical ly i t  po int s up the dearth o f  detail avail ab l e  

on the vast majority  of j ourna l i s t s  in g eneral . •  

Profes sor Mar zol f  l is t s  25 6 sourc es; o f  thes e ,  

more than one -third are concerned sol el y  wit h  a handful of 

the few "wel l -knowns "  in the fiel d : Nel l ie Bly  ( 6 ) ,  

Dorothy Dix ( 4 ) ,  Mary Baker Eddy ( 4 ) ,  Margaret Ful l er ( 9 ) , 

Marguerite Higgins ( 5 ) ,  Sara Josepha Hale ( 6 ) ,  Clar e  Booth 

Luce ( 3 ) ,  El eanor "Cissy" Patt er son ( 3 )  , Anne Royall ( 4 ) , 

Agnes Smedl ey ( 6 ) ,  Glor ia St einem ( 3 ) ,  Anna Louis e  Strong 

( 1 2 ) , Ida Tarb efl ( 4 ) , Do ro thy Thompson ( 3 ) and Margaret 

Bourke-White ( 9 ) . Of the r emainder , anoth er third al so 

deal exclus ivel y with individual personal ities . 

The �ingl e his tory of women in American j ournal i sm 

to dat e was writt en b y  I s hb el Ros s  in 193 6 . Ent it led 

"Ladies of the Pr ess : Th e Story of Women in Journal i sm By 



An Insider , "  the volume 1s a mas t erful col l ection of anec­

dot es and a ri ch vein of informat ion about u. S .  newswomen 

throu gh the ear ly 1 93 0 ' s .  Mis s  Ros s  as s embl ed her mat e ­

rial s primari ly throu gh p ersonal acquaint ance and corres ­

pondenc e ,  thus the b ook gives heavy emphasis to  East Coas t  

news p er sonalit ies  active during the p eriod 1 9 00 to  1 93 0 .  

Res earch for this s tudy was init iat ed b y  r eviewing 

·histori cal l i t erature and t rade pub l i cations to dis cover , 

in sofar as this i s  poss ibl e ,  the names of tho s e  women who 

wer e working j ournal i s t s durin g the s tudy period . 

Besides tho s e  books l i s t ed in the b ib l io graphy , 

the fol lowing r eferenc e s  were invaluabl e  in "uncovering" 

.
pos sib l e  candidat es for thi s survey : Atlantic  Monthly , 

· · coll ier ' s , Editor and Pub lisher , Harpe r ' s  Magazine , 

Journalism Quar t er l y ,  Th e Matrix , McClur e ' s  Magazine , 

Newsweek , Saturday Evening Pos t , Time and microfilmed back 

issues of the New Yor k Her ald , Journal , Time s , Tribune and 

Worl d .  

Once this l i s t  of individual s was compil ed,  the 

career of each was t raced exhau s ti vely ( f r equent l y  the 

biographies of mal e cont emporar i es y i el ded important clues 

·t o the women ' s  car eers ) .  Final ly the mat erial was or -

. ganized historically in an effort t o  place thes e newswomen 



r-
1 . 1 and thc1.r 

l poss ible, 
} 
I 1 eras . 
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act ivit ies into great er per spect i ve . Wherever 

analo gies are drawn between women of different 
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CHAPTER I I  

PR INTERS' WIDOWS : 1 6 96 -1 800 " 

The first dai l y  n ewspaper p rint ed in Engl ish , the 

Daily Couran t , app eared in London on March 1 1 , 1 7 02 .
1 

Very l itt l e ,  exc ep t  for a name on the sheet ' s  mas th ead and 

a signature affixed b eneath the opening announcement , lS 

known about the p aper ' s  p ioneerin g publish er . Sti l l , the 

name alone - -El i zabeth Mal l et - - gives Engl ish - speaking news­

paper women everywhere a s t artin g  point from which t o  

trace their r o l e i n  j ournal i s t i c  h i s to ry . 

The Dai ly Courant , print ed on one side o f  a s ingle 

sheet , was , according t o  its publ isher , " confin ' d  to hal£ 

the Compas s , t o  s ave t h e  Pub l i ck at  l ea s t  hal£ the Imper -

2 
ti.nences , of o rdinary Newspapers . "  

Thou gh it s pub l isher guided th e infant p ap er jus t 

two weeks b efore handing i t  over t o  the exc el l ent car e of 

Samuel Buckl ey , she off er ed two pol icy s t at ement s t o  guide 

her suc cesso r :  Firs t , " at the be ginning of each Art icl e 

he will quot e  the Foreign.Paper from whence ' tis t aken , 

that th e Publ ic k ,  s eein g from what Country a p iece of News 

comes with the A l lowance of that Government , may b e  b et t er 

7 



;d> te to Judge the Credib ility and Fai rness of the l�el a-

tion," and, s econd,  nNpr will he t ake upon him t o  gi ve 

any Comments or Conj ectures of his own , but wi l l  relat e  

on ly Matter o f  Fac t ; suppo sing other Peop l e  to have Sens e 

3 
enough t o  make Ref l ections for thems elves . "  

The circums t anc es of El izab eth Mal l et ' s  propr i -

etor ship o f  the Daily Courant are not known , however , if. 

the experience of h er American cont emporar i es is any in-

Jication , it might b e  £air t o  assume that she was the 

widow or daught er of an Eng lish printer . 

The hist ory of the newspaper , thus of j ournalism 

itself , is inext ricably bound in Ameri ca and el s ewher e 

with the devel opment o f  print ing . " I t  might even be s aid. 

that the newsp aper was the mos t  s i gnificant contribut ion 

of the print ing press • • •  " not es Dr . Edwin Emery , professor 

of j ournal ism at th e Univer s i ty of Minnes ot a .  "With a 

publicat ion of this t yp e ,  there was some incent ive for 

gatherin g and proc es s in g  informat ion of int er est t o  the 

general pub l i c - -n ews . News th ereupon became a commodity , 

like food o r  merchandi s e ,  produced fo r profit to meet a 

4 
demand . "  

Therefor e , i t  is no t unusual t o  dis cover that the 

first newspaper s in Amer ica wer e offered to the publi c  by 

col onial print er s  o r  that their widows and descendant s 
L_ __ _ 



! fi gure prominently in the nat ion ' s· earliest j ournalistic 

effort s .  

The women included in this chap t er , by and l arge , 

were thrus t into t h e  world of newspapering qui t e  by acc i -

dent . Oft en , t h e  so�row and economic hardship wrought 

by a spous e ' s  prematur e death accompanied the decis ion t o  

begin or to cont inue to "market ' '  that fragile commodity 

known as " news." 

During the lat e s event eenth c entury and into the 

ei ght eenth , a p ar ade of wi dows off er ed pr int ing s ervices 
I' 

and newspapers to American colonis t s  from New York t o  

South Carolina . Donning new respons ibilities wi th their 

widow ' s  weeds , the wives o£ colonial print ers were £re-

quently forced t o  either s ell or carry on their husband ' s  

bus ines s es . A sturdy han dful o£ thes e cho s e the lat t er . 

The first o£ the s e  widows Dinah Nuthead , conc en -

trated purely on pr int ing , forego ing the complicat ions o£ 

news offerings . Mr s .  Nuthead was living in St . Mary ' s , 

Maryland , when her husband , William , died in 1 695 . 

Gathering h er courage and his print ing pr es s , she moved 

her hous ehold t o  t he newly -established s t at e  capitol in 
! ! Annapolis and p et i t ioned the Governor £o r a print ing 

l . 1 l�cens e� With �he help o f  friends , who p o s t ed bond £or ' . lher , Mr s .  Nuthead was e s t ablished as a government print er 
--�· - ''·-·- .,. �·�----� ''""·'·--- . · - · · '>---�----------- . ·- --�---�----------�-�------·- -·-- ---------- ---��·"·---·-�----"•''''"�----------�"-·"�--�---··· .. ----



--- s···- ---- -- --- - ------ -------- - ----------- ------------------- --------- ·-----·l in 1696 -- thus , making h er the f irst woman t o  own and 

operate a printin g press in the New Worl d .  

Twenty-five y ears l at er , J ames Frankl in , o l der 

brother of Benj amin Franklin , l aunched his innovat i ve New 

England Courant in Boston . Frankl in1s crusades agains t 

the st ern edicts  of Mas s achus ett s 1  Puritan l eader s made 

him popular with r eaders but also establ ished him as 

persona non grata wi th autho rities . When the pressure 

became t oo great in Bos ton , James mo ved his famil y  and 

presses to  Newport to  become governmen t  p rint er for the 

colony of Rho de I s l and . 

When James die d  in 1735 his wi dow , Anne Frankl in , 

det ermined t o  continue his  bus ines s . Aided by her two 

daught er s  and son , James ( youngest of the thr ee ) , she 

carried on as government print er . According to  I saiah 

Thomas : 

Her daugh t ers were correct and qui ck com­
po s i tor s at cas e ; they were ins t ruct ed by their 
father whom they as s i s t ed .  A gen t l eman who was 
acquaint ed with Anne Franklin and h er famil y  in­
formed me that he h ad often s een h er daught ers 
at  work in t h e  pr int ing hou6e ,  and that they wer e 
s ens ibl e and amiab l e  women . 

When James Frankl in·Jr . died prematur el y in 1762 , 

Mrs . Frankl in car r i ed on h er son 1 s Newport Mercury--Rhode 

Is l and1s first  dai l y  newspaper--until  her own death in 

7 
1763 . 



Another of the col onies ' first -rank j ournal is t s ,  

.. \:1drew Bradfo rd , entrus t ed his print in g bus iness  and the 

,\merican Weekl y Mercury (Phil adelphi a ' s first newspap er , 

founded Decenber 22 , 1 7 1 9
8

) to his widow . 

Bradfor d  died , "after a l ingering i l lness , "  on 

Novemb er 24 , 1 772 . His death was r eported in the 

9 
Philadelphia Gaze t t e  but i� was not unt il  Decemb er 2 ,  

that a b l ack-bor dered is sue of th e Mercury app eared to 

expl ain the l aps e :  

As Mr . Andr ew Br adford dep ar t ed this Life 
on the 24th of Novemb er l ast , I hope tho s e  who 

'Were p l eased t o  b e  Customers for the American 
Weekly Mer cury ( of which my deceas ed Husband was 
the first Pub li sh er ) wi l l  excu s e  the Omi s ion 
o f  the l ast  Week ' s Paper at the usual Time ; and 
for the futur e they shall  be s erv ' d  careful l y : 
And al l Persons who have any Printing Work to do , 
or have Occas ion f or Stat ionary Ware ,  shall b e  
thankfu l l y  s er v ' d  a t  the lowest Prices . l O  

Cornel i a  Bradford 11s er v ' d" her husband ' s  print in g ,  

books el l in g  and newspaper cl i ent s for about four months ,  

then took on a partner . Isaiah Warner , who cal l ed hims elf 

"a young Beginner , 1 1 1 1  t ook over as edi tor for a br ief t ime 

befor e  l eavin g Corn el i a  to go it alone onc e  more . Accord-

ing to Isaiah Thomas , Mrs .  Bradfo rd pub l i sh ed the pap er 

from 1744 to  1 7 52 , 1 2  but account s  diff er t o  such a degree 

that it is impo s s ible  to dis cover just  how long the 

Mer cury actua l l y  survi ved - - i t s  final i s su e  mi ght have 



appear ed anyt ime from 1746 to 1752�-13 
Perhaps the b est  r ememb er ed j ournal i s t  of the 

co lonial era is John Pet er Zenger , a German immi grant , who 

pub l ished the New York Weekly Journal . In December 1 733 , 

New York Go vernor Wi l l iam Cosby char ged Z en ger wi th 

I ; 11Scandalous ,  Viru l ent and S edit ious Refl ections upon the 

' 14 
' ,  Government , " then prodded a r eluctant group of l egis l a -

l 
tors into s t art in g act ion against h im .  

It i s  general l y  acknowledged t hat Zenger ' s  

publicat ion was f inanced by tho s e  whos e int er es t s  it sup -
1 
· port ed- -in parti cu l ar Rip Van Dam, a Dutch colonial mer -

chant , and James Al exander , surveyor general of �he New 

York and New J er s ey colonie s . Both of thes e men and the 

growing faction which they l ed strongly oppos ed Governor 

Cosby ' s  h i gh -handed rul e of the colony and urged his 

removal . 

Whi l e  being hel d o ver for t r i al , Z en ger was al -

lowed t o  t al k  onl y to  his wif e ,  an d even she had t o  sp eak 

1 5  
throu gh a keyho l e .  St il l ,  during the thir t y -f ive weeks 

of his imprisonment , Anna Catherin e Mau l Zenger kept the 

Weekly Journal goin g ,  mi s sing onl y  one edi ti on . Tri al 

chronicl er Vincent Bur an el l i  not es : 

Durin g  a l l  the p r in t er ' s  imprisonment the 
Journal fai l e d  of but that one is sue . The credi t  



for it s punctual appearance every Monday there­
after bel on gs t o  his wif e ,  Anna Catherine 
Zenger , who s t epp ed into his shoes back at the 
shop . Anna Catherine has a real c laim to fame 
for standing by her husban d ,  a l oyal t y  by no 
means insignificant in a woman with a family .  
She may have b een embol dened by her ability to 
keep the pres s goin g in his absenc e ,  but even 
so it wou l d  have b een a crushin g b l ow if he h ad 
been given a har sh s en t ence as , for a l l  she knew , 
might have b een the out come . The l itt l e  evidence 
there is indic at es that she never pres s ed him t o  
give in and name t h e  men who actual ly were r e­
sponsible fo r the Journal . She mus t  h av e  known 
that the New York adminis tration woul d  g l adly 
trade the print er £or t he edito r ,  a comp aratively 
minor figure for the ar chenemy --that is , Pet er 
Zenger for J ames Al exander--but there is no r ecord 
of her ever comp l aining that the Z en ger famil y  
was sufferin g f o r  someone el s e . l 6  

Andr ew Hamil t on , a Phil adelphia l awyer and out-

standing l ib eral , agr eed to defend Zenger . He b egan his 

defens e by defying t radit ion --he admit t ed that his client 

1 had indeed published the off endin g articles , a confession 

which woul d  normal l y  b e  construed as grounds £or convic-

tion . However , Hamil ton went on to present a powerful 

�rgument ( against decidin g the case ) on this b asis alone ; 

iw persuaded the jury t hat Zenger was no t guil t y  since he 

h<>.d simply printed the truth , and truth is not l ibelous . 

i izuni l ton ' s  bril l iant h andling of the case remains a mil e -

,,tone in the road t o  press freedom and , inciden t al l y , 

•;11<'-bled Zenger t o  go free at l as t  in 1 73 6 . 

Ten years l at er , on Jul y  28 , 1746 , Zenger died, 



1,,,-win g his business once mor e  in the cap ab l e  hands of 

i\nna. Mr s . Zenger sup ervi s ed the Weekly Journal and her 

hu'-'band's printing hou s e  unt il  1 748 when her s t ep son , 

John, was ready to t ake control . Something of the dif-

ficulty of this t a s k  can b e  gl impsed from her p rint ed 

i\'arnin g to uns crupulous comp et i tors : 

This i s  t o  acquaint the Pub l ic that some 
Evil  minded Per s ons h ave b e en p l eased to spread 
a Report ab road that the Widow Zen g er , Pub lisher 
of this Pap er , had ent i rel y dropped the Printing 
Business , &c . Thi s  is  ther efore to give Notice , 
that the said R eport is  Notoriously Fal se , and 
that the s aid Widow s t i l l cont inues the Pr int ing 
Bus ines s ,  wher e any Per son may have t heir work 
done r easonabl e ,  in a good Manner , and with Ex­
pedi t ion . l 7  

The Goddard famil y  o f  Pro vidence , Rho de I s l an d ,  

was th e next t o  p ro vi de women pub l isher s . Wi l l i am Goddard, 

born 1740 , was a j ourneyman print er wi th an urge to  wan-

der . In June o £  1 762 , he borrowed thr ee hundred pounds 

from his mother ,  Sar ah Up di ke Goddard ,  to f inance the 

start o£ the Providence Gazet te . 

The pap er was :fairly wel l r ead but wh en Goddard 

failed to  make a go of h i s  printing bus iness he sou ght 

gr eener pastures 1n New York in 1765 , l eaving his mother 

to r ecoup what she coul d .  Mrs . Goddard r esurr ect ed the 

Gazette  in  1766 and ran i t  successful ly unt i l  November 

1768 when she sold it to John Car t er . I 
..J 
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Meanwhi l e  Wil l iam continue d to move ; h e  l i ved £or 

awhi le in Phil adelph i a ,  then s et t l ed in Annapolis t o  edi t 

the Maryland Gazet t e . St il l ,  by 1 774 he was rest l es s  once. 

more and headed £or Washington , l eaving the paper 

"temporarily" in the han ds o£ his s i s t er , Mary Kather ine 

Goddard . Mary wai t ed a ful l  year b efore she dropp ed his 

name £rom the masthead and threw h ers elf into the task o£ 

making the "j ournal s econd to none in the colonies in 

Int erest " 1 8  durin g t he Revolut ionar y  War . 

When Wil l iam r eturned £rom the war 1n 1784 , Mary 

rel inquished the pap er to him and stayed on as post-

mistres s o£ Annapol is unti l  17 8 9 .  

Jus t  prio r  t o  and durin g the war year s , a Mr s .  

Mary Crouch , is bel i eved to  have owned and operated a 

1 9  
press 1n Ch ar l es t on , North Carol ina, and l at er estab -

lished another p ap er i n  Salem , Mas sachus et t s . No t much 

is known abou t Mr s . Crouch or h er pub l ic at ions except that 

h h. £ . . t h 20 er c 1e concern was oppos 1t1on o t e St amp Act . 

Neverth el e s s ,  desp i t e  the impres s i ve array o£ 

femal e £orebear er s already descr ib ed ,  modern news gatherer s  

woul d undoubt edl y  cr edi t  El izabeth Timothy wi th b eing the 

fi rst 1 1 true1 1  j ourn al is t  o£ th e colonial era .  

Whil e Anne Frankl i n  was stil l s t ewing over the 

in 1 s and out 1 s.  o£_the_pr�nting-::-h�1J.s e_ bu_s ine_?s ,_ Mr s . 



r-
, Eli zabeth Timothy , in 173 8 , s l ipp ed qu i et l y  into the 

edi tor ' s  chair of the South Caro l ina Ga zette - -a position 

left suddenl y  vacant by the accident al death of h er 

21 
husband , Lewi s . Mr s .  Timothy cont inued t o  pub l ish the 

paper for�s ix or s even year s b efore r el inguishing contro l 

! to her son , Pet er. Inter estingly enough , Pet er ' s  wi dow 

carried on for him as wel l , unt i l  their son , Benj amin , was 

22 
. old enough t o  acqu i re control . 

John Green , f ounder of the Annapo l i s  Gaz et t e , 

died in 1767 , l eavin g l it t l e but his newspaper t o  support 

his wife and fourt een chi l dr en . It is  sma l l  wonder that 

Mrs . Green ' s  announcement of her husband ' s  death hol ds a 

faint t in ge o£ pani c :  

I presume t o  addr ess you for your count enance 
to mys el f  and numerous Fami l y , l eft , wi thout 
your Favour , almo s t  destitut e of Support by the 
Decease of my Husband ,  who l ong,  and I have the 
Sat isfact ion to  s ay ,  fai thfu l l y  s er ved you in the 
Bus iness o f  Provincial Pr int� ; and , I f l at t er 
mys elf , that with your kind I dul genc e and 
Encouragement , Mys elf and Son wil l  b e  enab l ed t o  
cont inue i t  o n  t h e  same Foot ing . 23 

Mr s .  Gre en was obviou s l y  equal t o  the chal l en ge , 

however . St i l l  pub li s hing the Gazett e ,  sh e carr i ed on h er 

husband ' s  governmen t printin g  busine s s  at a r at e  vot ed 

upon b y  the St at e A s s emb l y : "Nin e hundred and forty ei ght 

dol l ar s  and one-hal£ dol l ar , "  and ,  thereafter , " 48 , 000 

pounds of tobacco annual ly for yea_�s when the �s�_�mbl :y was 



in sess ion, 
24 

and 3 6 , 1 09 pounds £or other y ears . "  

Neverthe l e s s , her eight years as government print­
/ 

er were considerably less  eventful than the controver sies 

in which the'paper embroiled her . Mr s . Green , otherwi s e  

h . d £ . . d 25 known by er maJ.. en name o ClementJ..na RJ..n , at one t ime 

found her s elf forced into a pol itical battle  with a 

correspondent £rom a r ival p aper . Signing his l etters 
l 

2 6  
"Attentive Obs erver" h er detractor threat ened to  smash 

her pr e s s  i£ she s topped p rinting his  mi s s ives and con -

tinued to run art i c l es champ ioning views which oppos ed 

his . 

Mrs . Gr een rep l ied that s�woul d  rep r int his 

letter s only under his tru e name and only i£ he would ab -

solve her £rom any s l ander sui t s  which mi ght ar i s e  £rom 

them . He r efus ed to  do e ither and , for tunat ely , the con ­

troversy died ou t before he coul d make good his  thr eat . 27 

Wh i l e  Mrs . Gr een backed the co lonial c au s e  in h er 

wr iting , a rival p aper , pub lished by a Mrs . H .  Boyl e ,  

propounded the Loyal i s t  pos ition . 28 

Another prominent Loyal i s t  pub l isher was Mr s . 

Mar garet Draper , widow o£ Richard Dr ap er ,  and owner o£ the 

Bos ton News l e t t er . 

In June 1 77 4 ,  Mr s . Dr ap er assumed control o£ the 

newsp ap er and f i l l ed her husband 1 s ro l e  as. p rini: __ er :f'or __ _ 



the Governor and Counc i l . When the Br i t i sh final ly 

evacuat ed Bos ton , Mr s .  Drap er shu t  down her estab l ishment 

29 and fled to Hal ifax . 
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CHAPTER I I I  

TERMAGANTS ill�D TEMPTRESSES : 1800-1890 

If wi dowhood produced t.h e  majority of f emale 

j ournal i s t s  in the 1 8 th century , "self-express ion" 

prompt ed a varied assortment of 1 9th c entury l adi es to 

ent er t he news profes sion . Unlike their predecessors o r  

fol l owers however , women journal i s t s  i n  the 1 8 00 ' s  were 

not cont ent to r ef l ec t  their age but s t rode bo ldly b eyond 

i t . 

Reared in an a ge and cul ture which vi ewed the 

f eminine r o l e  s t r i ct l y  in t erms of homemakin g and chi l d­

b earin g ,  thes e women shar ed a s in gl e atti tude - - "societ y  

be damned . "  The y  were maveri cks one and a l l , from 

bel l ico s e  t ermagants who s e  vitup erous tongues gave con­

s tant offense t o  a l luring t emptr es s es who s e  company men 

cul t i vated . Yet they acknowl edged thei r difference and 

strove to give pub l i c  l i gh t  to their pecul i arities . The 

medium for their expre s s ion was th e n ewspap er . 

P erhap s  the b es t  known of the early t ermagant s was 

Anne Roval l , a wealt hy wi dow from Vi rginia who , following 

her husband's death , ramp aged up and down the East ern 

')l 



seaboard . 

Mr s .  Royal l was cri t i cal of everything and every-

one; in fact , her disp l easure was s o  apparent that she 

1 
was known as the "widow with the s erpent ' s  t on gue . "  

Nevertheless , a s  disappo int ed a s  she was i n  humanity , she 

persisted in proving her s elf r i ght by p erpetually prying 

into the affairs of other s . Appropriately her first 

publication - -begun in 1831 - -was cal l ed the Paul Pry . 

Describ ed as a "four -page p aper , spic� with 

invect ive , ''2 the Paul Pry carried advertis ing on the front 

page and editoria l s , polit ical and local news on the in -

side . Mr s .  Royal l ' s  editorial pol icy was s t at ed in the 

first i s sue : "No part y , th e welfar e and happine s s  of our 

country i s  our po l it i cs . "3 

However , mo s t  of the news was fash ioned in the 

l ight of Anne ' s  own p ar t i cular p rej udices . "Her ob s es-

sions were Fr ee Masonry , which she advo cated f i ercel y ; 

Evangel icism,  whi ch she fou gh t  tooth an d nai l ; her pen-

sion , which she never go t; and prop agation , in  which she 

h . 4 
ad an abs tract J.nt erest . " 

Mrs . Royall's chi ef cl aim t o  local fame was her 

exclus i ve int erview wi th President John Quincy Adams . 

Washington was astonished at the amount of informat ion she 

was abl e  to ext ract from the t aciturn chi ef executive 



r 

I ( regarding the Bank of the Unit ed States ) ,  unt il i t  was 

dis co vered that she h ad int erviewed him whi l e  he bathed 

in the Potomac ; sh e s at on his c lothes and r efus ed to  

budge unti l  he answered al l of h er quest ions . The Presi-

5 
dent call ed her the "virago erran t  in enchant ed armo r . "  

Some historians , inc luding Florence Finch Kel l y , 

look back on Anne ' s  exploits  a s  p roof that ' she was far 

ahead of her t ime : 

She was mo r e  of a "newsp ap erman , "  in the ' 
modern s ens e ,  than any man j ournal i s t  of her t ime . � 
She s aw at least  a l i t t l e  of what a n ewsp ap er 
ou ght t o  do and b e  decades b efore  the vision 
dawned on anyone el s e ,  and i n  her concept ion of 
what a woman cou l d  do in a newsp ap er off i c e  she 
was s o  b lazingly futuris t i c  that she def eated her 
own purpos es . • •  She went aft er corrupt pol iticians 
and all manner of ras cal i t y  in pub lic affai rs 
wi th such vi go r  and such spectacul ar methods that 
her Paul Pry des erves t o  b e  named the first  y el low 
j ournal in this country . She s et an examp l e  for 
the " s tunt gir l s "  of a l at er day that not even the 
mos t  daunt l e s s  o f  them woul d have dared to  fol low ,  
and she cou l d  h ave shown the  muck raker s o f  two 
generat ions l at er how t o  do a r eal l y  effective 
j ob of that kind ; whi l e  no column i s t  o£ the present 
day wou ld be wi l l ing to emu lat e the " ginger " of 
uniqu e  indivi dual ism,  s c athin g comment and untamed 
invective, with which she sp i c ed h er per sonal 
column . 6 

Neverthel es s ,  mos t  o f  her r eader s were fonder of a 

local ver dict , p as s ed by a jury of p eers in 1 82 9 , whi ch 

pronounced that Mr s .  Royal l was a " common s co l d , "  and 

fined her $10 ; she was s aved from the ducking stool only 

b ecau s e  of her age (she was over sixty y ear s o l d ) . 

. I 

_I 
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Soon aft er Mr s .  Roya ll ' s  death in 1 854 , two more 

femal e pub l i sh e�·s thrus t thems el ves into the pub l i c  spot -

li ght . Two s i s t er s , Victoria Woodhu l l  and Tennes s ee 

. Claflin , cau s ed commot ion wherever they went ; l ike their 

predecessor , they vi gorousl y  stirr ed the waters of publ i c  

opinion , bu t the r ipp l e s  churned up i n  their wake travel ed 

farther than Anne Royal l woul d  ever have dreamed pos s ibl e .  

The r eason , p erhaps , cou l d  b e  at tribut ed to  

physical differenc es : Whi l e  Mrs . Royal l was " smal l and 

7 
stout , "  with " gl i t t erin g blue eyes , "  the s i s t er s  were 

acclaimed by fri end and enemy alike to  be "raving 

beaut i es " - -angel s or  t emptress es , depending on the p�t 

of v1ew . 

Born 1n Homer , Oh io , eight years apar t , the gir l s  

shared a colorful p ar entage : " Ma Roxi e ,  an i l l i t erat e 

rel i gious·fanatic , was r e garded in t own a s  a h exed luna-

tic . Pa Buck was a two -bi t  gamb l er , a hor s e  trader , a 

jug-totin g moonshine p eddl er and a general no -good who s e  

idea o f  provi ding for his family s el dom got further than 

8 
his own b e l l y . "  

Throu ghout their t eens , the s i s t er s  t ravel ed about 

the country with their f l im-fl ammin g famil y  (peddl ing 

home -made e l ixirs an d sp ecial i zin g in psychic readin gs 



which were guarant eed to cure cancer ) .  Then , in 1 868 , 

the pair marched on New Yor k ,  conquering that sophist icated, 

city with astonis hing ease . 

Their ent rance into society was guarant eed since 

they started at the top , p aying their f ir s t  cal l on 

"Commo dore" Cornel ius Vanderb il t ; Ir ving Wal lace des -

cribes their r ecep t ion : 

It i s  no t surpris in g  that they wer e prompt ly 
admi t t ed .  Commo dore Vanderb i l t  was an ai l in g  man 
who had b ecome impatient wi th convent ional medi­
cine and was now employin g  the s er vices of a 
Staten I s l an d  s eer an d an el e ct r ical wi zard to 
give him hope and comfort . He was r eady to  l is t en 
to almo s t  any miracl e worker . Mr s .  Woodhul l  
quickly expl ained that sh e was a succes sful medium , 
an d that her s i s t er Tennie  was a magn et ic heal e\ 
who gave p at ients strength through physi cal con-" 
tact . This  l ast , as wel l as the provo cat i ve ap­
pearance of his Ialr guests, convinced th e 

. blasphemous o l d  Commo do re that he coul d  do worse 
than pu t h ims elf in their h ands . 9 

Thus , with the help of the 75 -year-o l d  Vanderb il t ,  

the sisters l aunched a brokerage hous e ,  and , inc idental�y ,  

a pub licat ion cal l ed Woodhu l l  and Clafl in ' s  Weekly . Ac-

tually the pap er was wri t t en an d edi t ed by Mrs .  Woodhu l l ' s  

second husband , Co lonel James Blood , but i ts edi torial 

pol icy was purel y a product of Clafl in phi losophy . The 

Wec>kly advocated free love , women 1 s ri _ght s ,  femal e 

emancipat ion and abort ion , editorial i z ed on such unpopul ar 

subject s as soc i al di s eas e and pro stitu t ion , and 



special ized in scandal . 

On May 1 4 ,  1 8 7 0 ,  the Weekly vowed that it woul d 

"support V .  C .  Woodhu l l  for President with it s whol e  

strength and wil l advocat e suffrage without dis t inction 

of 
,lO 

sex . ' 

On the s ame day ,  the New York Heral d dul y  r e -

port ed Victoria ' s  announc ement o f  her candi dacy : 

Whi l e  oth er s  of my s ex devo t e  thems el ves to  
a crus ade against the l aws that shackl e the women 
of this countr y ,  I as s er t  my indivi dual inde­
pendence ;  whi l e  others ar gue the equality of woman 
and man , I pro ved i t  by succ es sful l y  en gaging in 
bus ines s .  I t h er efore cl aim the r i ght to speak 
for the unenfranchis ed women of the country and 
bel ievin g as I do that the p r ejudi c es whi ch s t il l � 
exist in the popul ar mind against women in pub l ic � 
l ife wi l l  s oon disapp ear , I now announc e  mys el f  
as a candi dat e for the Presidency . 

Whil e  Vi ctoria di d nothing for her r eputation as a 

prophet es s - -since neither she nor any member of her s ex 

has yet managed t o  cap ture that h i gh offi c e - - she did 

suc ceed in brin gin g a great deal of pub l i c  at t ention t o  

herself and t o  her s is t er . 

Some o f  the l ar ger newsp aper s , inc luding the New 

York Daily Graphic an d t h e  Pol ic e  Gazet t e , gl eefu l l y  re-

pr int ed the scandal ou s t i dbit s  whi ch Victoria and 

Tennes see car eful l y  comb ed from their exal t ed circl e  of 

fr i ends and acquaintance s . Yet , the New Yor k Times 
I 

repeat edl y censured thi s dynami c duo , part icular l y  for 



tlwir treatment of the city ' s  famous c l er gyman -orator 

!(pver end Henry Ward Beech er . 

It was common go s s ip in th e city that the Reverend 

h.u! a way wi th women. His name was l inked t o  a doz en 

1 ,,, lies in his congregat ion , but Vi ctoria was particularly 

inter ested J.n his rumo red al l iance with the pretty wife o£ 

o1w of his clos est fr i ends , Theodore Til ton . 

Mr s .  Woodhu l l  broke the " so c ial scandal o£ the 

century" on Novemb er 2 ,  1 872 . She had f err eted out and 

nuw report ed each t iny detail of the affair. Her mot ive? 

She certainly did no t obj ect to the p r eacher's behavior , 

she simply wished t o  c ensure him pub l i c l y  for not openly "' 
advo cat ing fr ee l ove as she di d :  

I condemn him becau s e  I know , and have had 
had every oppor tunity t o  know , that he ent ertuins 
on convict ion , sub s t ant i al l y  the s ame views wh ich 
I ent er t ain on the social quest ion; that he has 
permit t ed hims elf to be overawed b y  public  
opinion, to  profess  to  b el ieve otherwi s e  than h e  
do es bel i eve • • • and that he has , in a wor d ,  con ­
sent ed and s ti l l  cons ent s to b e  a hypocr it e .  The 
faul t with which I ther efor e  char ge him is  not 
infidel ity , to the o l d  ideas , but unfaithfulness 
to the new • • •  for fai l ing to s t an d  shou l der to 
shoulder with me and others who are endeavorin g  to  
has t en the social r egen erat ion whi ch he b el ieves 
in . l l  

The Pol i c e  Gazette r eprinted the ent i r e  Woodhul l  

SC'Lf -int ervi ew the n ext day under the headl ine: "P ew 

Conver ts Pulpit . "  

I 



Sub s equen t l y , th i s  s coop was to resul t in mor e  

;n1blici t y  for the s i s t er s , for they were arrest ed o n  a 

char ge of s ending obs cen e  l i t eratur e through the mail , 

i . e .  their des crip t ion of the B eecher -Ti lton affair . In 

fact , they were arres t ed ,  tried and fr eed on this char ge 

five separat e t imes . The accompanying t r i al s  wer e frought 

w i th moral and po l i t i ca l  overtones . 

Or i ginal ly the char ges brou ght against them were 

made by Anthony Coms tock , head of th e Youn g Men ' s  Chris ­

t ian Associat ion ( YMCA) Commit t ee for the Suppression of 

V ice . Coms tock had devot ed his l if e  to  erasing unri gh ­

teousness and he was p art icu l ar l y  obs es s ed wi th t h e  not� 
of dest roying tho s e  mat erial s - - esp ecial l y  erot ic ma­

terials - -which mi ght sul l y  a young man ' s  imaginat ion . 

Comstock 1 s moral wrath against Woodhu l l  and Claf l in was 

m irrored in a Thomas Nast cartoon widel y copied at the 

t ime which pictured Victoria as " Mr s . Satan . "12 

The moral indignit ion which surrounded these court 

appearances was mat ched only by the furor arous ed by 

V ictoria ' s  choice of vict ims : Th e Rever end Henry Ward 

Beecher was both po l i t ic a l l y  powerful and a very popul ar 

reli gious figure . _  Thus , whil e the s i s t er s  faced the 

bench on obscenit y char ges , they were simul tan eous l y  tried 

in public an d found gui l t y  of l ib el and moral turpitude . 



Harriet Beecher Stowe demanded , with no succes s ,  

that th e sis t ers c ease their chro nic l e  of her. famil y ' s  

activities . Even the cucko l ded husband , Theodore Til ton , 

went to Victoria to  b eg her to  hold up furth er publ ica-

t ton . Yet , the N ew Yor k Sun r epor t s  that Mr . Til ton 

returned from the interview smi t t en by the p ublisher : 

"She has ent ertained angel s , and no t unawar es , "  he  s ai d .  

"Th es e gracious guests  have b een h er cons t ant companions 

. .. They dic t ate her l if e  with dail y  r evel-at ions . 111 3  

Lat er Til t on wrot e Victoria ' s  b io graphy and 

enobled her further in his own magazin e , The Gol den Age , 

thus : 

If the woman ' s  movement has a Joan of Arc , 
it is this gen t l e  but fiery genius • • .  Lit t l e  
understood b y  the pub l ic ,  she is denounc ed in 
th e mo s t  outrageous manner by p eopl e  who do not 
appreciat e her moral wor th • • .  Her bold  social 
theor ies h ave s t artled many good soul s ,  but any ­
body who on this account imagines h er t o  s t and 
below the whi t es t  and purest of her s ex wil l 
mi sp l ac e  a woman who in moral int egri ty r i s es to 
the ful l h ei ght of the h i ghes t . 1 4 

In May 1873 , just  b efore t he Weekly ceased pub -

licat ion alto gether and b efore Vi ctoria and Tennessee 

traded New Yor k  society £or the excit ement o£ London and 

new husbands , the � York Times inton ed i t s  final dis -

approval : " • • •  l ic ens e n ever had b een carried to such an 

ext ent as in the fre e  love j ournal o£ Woodhul l  and 



C lafl in , and the fema l e  name never had b een mor e  dis -

. 15 
gr<u::-ed an d de graded than by these women . "  

As usual , however , Vi ctoria had the l ast word : 

Let him who i s  withou t s in cast his stone . I 
do no t int end to  b e  the s cape goat of s acrific e ,  
t o  be offer ed up as a vic tim t o  society b y  tho s e  
who cover the foulness and the f ecul enc e of their 
thought with hypo cri tical mouthing of fair pro­
fessions , and by diver t ing pub l ic at t ention from 
their own iniquity and point ing their finger at 
me • • • I shal l cont inu e to make it my bus iness t o  
analyse some o f  t h es e  lives and wi l l  t ake my chance 
in the mat t er of l ibel sui t s . 1 6  

PUBLISHERS 

Like the 1 8 th century , the 1 9th c entury in Amer ica 

produced an unusual numb er of women pub l i sher s . Bes i des 

th e redoubtab l e Mr s .  Royal l and th e Claf l i n  sist er s , the 

1800 ' s  saw a success ion of women in contro l of growin g  

publ icat ions . 

Some , l ike their pre-Revolut ionary War p r edeces -

sor s , rode the coat t ai l s  of mal e r el at ives to  gain pub -

l ishing power . El l en Browning Scr ipps was th e daught er of 

an Engl ish coupl e who cro s s ed the At l ant i c  to set t l e  on a 

farm in Il l inois . El l en was a middl e chi l d - -born some -

where between h er o l de s t  brother James and the Scr ipp s ' 

thirt eenth child , Edward .  Despit e parent al and soc i et al 

dis approval , El l en det ermined t o  go· to col l ege and she 
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r-1 araduat ed £rom Knox Col l ege in Gale sbur g ,  I l l inois in 

17 
lH58. Sh e then t aught s choo l  1n Gal e sburg b efore moving · 

· to Detroit to  aid broth er James in l aunching his first 

!newspaper , the Det roit News . 
; 

Ell en proved t o  b e  o£ cons i derabl e help , b es ides 

her writing an d �di t in g  s ki l l s  ( sh e  worked £or a short 

t ime as an editor on the Detroit Tribun e ) , she off er ed her 

savings as wel l . Gradual ly the Scripps fami l y  acqu ired 

the Detroit News , the Buffalo Evening Tel egr am ,  the 

Clev,eland Pr es s ,  the St . Lou is Chr onicle ,  and th e 

. . t• p t 
18 C1nc1nna 1 o s  • 

Another pub l i shin g p ioneer was 11 Minnie Lee" Wood .  

i>linnie and h er Kentucky-born husband wer e  p ioneer s in 

every s ens e of the wo rd- -they tr ekked to Sauk Rapids , 

i>linnesot a  in 1849 when that t iny vil lage was no thing mor e  

than a t rading p o s t  o £  the American Fur Company . Minnie , 

whose maiden name was Jul i a  Amanda Sar g en t , combined her 

flair for s ent iment al -fo l ks y  writin g with her husband ' s  

pr int ing expertise , t o  found the Sau k  Rapids Front ier sman . 

Later, they added a s econd publ ication , the Sentinel , and 

produced a son , Del a ce y ,  who would one day creat e a chain 

o (  thirt y-three p ap er s  in Minn esota , Dakotas , Michigan , 

1 W. . 19 ;uH 1s cons 1n . 

I 
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Also hai l in g  from Minnesota , and a cont empor ary o£ 

i\trs. Wood 1 s was J ane Gr ey Swi s shel m .  Though she " at t ained j 
some fame by her cl ever edi ting o£ the Pit t sbur gh Saturday 

Visiter [sic ] in 1 848-52 , her l e t t ers £rom the national 

capito l in her own p ap er and the New York Tr ibune earned 

her dis t inct ion as the first woman of the Washington 

press corp s . "20 

Mr s .  Swi s shelm l it eral l y  opened the door for £e-

mal e p o l i t ical wr it ers when she crashed the Congress ional 

Press Gal l ery in 1 8 50 . She descr ib ed the coup upon her 

return to Pitt sbur gh : 

There was yet one innovat ion I want ed to  make , 
al though my s t ay in Washington wou ld necessar i ly 
be short . No woman had ever had a p l ace in the 
Congr ess ional r eport er s ' gal l ery . Thi s  door I 
want ed to  open t o  them , so I cal l ed on Vic e Pr esi ­
dent Fil lmore and asked h im t o  a s s i gn me a s eat 
in the Senat e Gal l ery . · He was mu ch surpri s ed and 
tr ied to dis suade me . The p lace  woul d  b e  very 
unp l easant for a l ady , would attract att ent ion , 
I would no t l ike i t ; bu t he gave me the s eat . I 
occup ied i t  on e day , great l y  to  th e surpr is e o£ 
the Senators , the r eporters , and others on t he 
floor and in the Gal l er ies ; but f el t  t hat the 
novel ty wou ld soon wear o££, and that women yould 
work there and win bread without annoyan c e . 2 

Unl ike the enchant in g Mr s .  Woodhu l l ,  however , Mr s .  

Sw is shelm s corn ed such p er sonal enhancement s as fashion -

abl e att ir e  and p l eas ing demeanor in her b at t l e  for in-

creased opportunit ies for women . "When a woman s t arts  out 

on a mis s ion , s ecul ar or r eli giou s , "  she s ai d, ' 'she should 

3 
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l t'ave h er femin ine charms at home . " 22 

Jane was a crusader long b efo re women were ex-

pccted to "bother their heads " about social and po l itical 

i l.ls. Sh e special i z ed in expo s es and gl eeful ly took 

'
credit for ruining Daniel Webs t er ' s  sho t at the pres i -

ckncy ( she r eprinted s ome rumors wh ich were circul at in g  

in the capitol regarding his  dr inking habits ) ,  drove 

�linnesota ' s Governor Lowr ie into a sanit ar ium by expos ing 

corruption within his  admini strat ion , and campai gned for 

abolit ion , co-educat ion of the young , woman suffrage , 

and better health care . 

She won the a loof Mary Lincoln ' s  support when 

she tour ed army hosp ital s  aft er Chancellorsvi l l e , handing 

out cups of l emonade to  the wounded to  ward off gangr ene . 

Yet , her fir s t  wo rds to the country ' s  Chief Execut ive were 

hardly soothin g : "May the Lor d  have mercy on you , poor 

man , " she said to Pr es ident Lincoln , "for the peop l e  have 

none . 1123 ·. 

Anoth er l ady pub l i sh er of this era , Cornel ia Wel l s  

\val t er , o f  the Bo ston Tran s cript , cou l d  eas ily  equal Mr s .  

Swisshelm in the acerb i ty of her pen . Though she con-

centrated on l it erary , soc ial , dramatic and mus ical n ews , 

she made her pres ence f el t . She s corned Ralph Waldo 

E1wrson in print , and when Edgar Al l an Po e  spoke in Bo ston 
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n october 16, 1 845 , she judged the performance a flop , 

1 ,-1ying particu l ar b l ame on the " s ingularly di dactic 

,•-.::cordium"
24 

of Mr . Po e ' s  r ecitation of "The Raven . "  

A story , s i gned " Straws J r . , "  app eared in the New 

.. 1r1eans Picayun e in 1 848. It was the wor k of the ei ght 

._.,.,�.r-o ld dau ght er of Jos eph M .  Fie l d ,  one of the founders 

0( the newspaper and a f requent contributo r  t o  its pages 

t:nder the ps eudonym , 
2 5  "Straws . "  

· That story was th e · first  published work of Kat e 

Fiel d,  a woman of extrao rdinary tal ent and varied in -

terests . Dur ing h er f i fty- six year s , Kat e travel ed 

throughout Europe , gathering as cl o s e  friends such not -

abl es as Anthony Tro l lope , the Brownings , George El iot , 

llenry Ward Beecher and Horace Gr eeley . She wro t e  books and 

comedies and p l ayed , amon g  other ro les , Peg Woffington 

at Booth's Th eatre in 1 87 4. 

Kat e ' s  p erformanc es as an actress  s el dom r eceived 

critical accl aim but her mel odious voice  and the l o gic 

) 
of her l ectures brou ght her pr ais e everywher e  she went . 

Once , sp eaking on Char l e s  Dickens in an Alaskan dance 

\_ 
hall , an audience of miners showed their approval of the 

beaut eous Kat e by p r es enting her with a bott l e  of gol d .
26  

Miss Fi el d was a crus ader and a f emini s t  and when 

she launched her own pub l i cat ion in 1890 , she was 



� n doub t edl y motivat ed by t h e  s a.me 
------------- - --------- -- - - l 

urge for " s elf e::\..'Pres - 1 
l 

� i on " w!1 i ch spurr ed Anne Royal l and the Woodhul l an d 

,' l af l i n ' s  \veeklv publish ers . Yet Kate l"i eld 1 s  Washin gton , 

� weekly r eview ,  was a far mor e  credib l e  j ournal i s t i c  

p roduct than t h e  f l amboyant j ournal s o f  her p redeces sors . 

K�te ' s styl e was del icate an d vivid , y et her int er es t s  

were a s  vari ed a s  they were shor t -l ived . Sh e p eppered 

her publicat ion wi th news of whatever current caus e 

struck her fancy : 

Her aim was t o  mirror the  men and even t s  of 
the t ime but she r ode her own hobbi e s  har d .  Sh e 
campai gned on Hawai ian annexation , int ernational 
copyri ght , t emp erance , an d prohib i t ion of Mormon 
po lygamy , and dres s r eform . On her r eturn from 
one of her trips to Europ e she decided that t h e  
dress of the American woman was u g l y  and over ­
burdened . Sh e estab l i shed her own Coop erat ive 
Dress A s sociat i on , but it made no dent in fash ion 
and di ed a natural death within a y ear . 27 

In addition , she dabbl e d  in spiritual ism and 

animal magneticism , advocated cremat ion and a nat ional 

marriage l aw ,  fought to pres erve J ohn Brown ' s  farm as an 

historical si t e ,  and champ ioned civil s er vic e r eform . 

Her inter est  in popular s c i ence " invol ved h er in a 

historic moment , for the first  t ime Queen Victoria picked 

up a telephone recei ver it  was Kat e Fie l d  who s an g  t o  her 

over the wir e . The Bel l Tel ephone Company grat eful l y  gave 

her shares that h elped t o  amass a fortune of $200 , 000 . 1 1
28 
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The New Or l eans Picayune a l sc •  1 -:mnched a you n g  

poet es s ,  El i za : �-� P o i  t evant , who , l• <) re her twent y -

ei ghth b irthda\' b ecame the pap er 1 s P '�r and pul ; i • , h er .  

Better known under her p en name , PeaL� .. ; (iver s , EL " sub -

mitt ed her first ver se s  t o  the Pi cayune and the � York 

Journal in 1 8 6 3  when she was just fou r t een year s ol d .  

Soon her p o etr y adorned the Southern pap er ' s  

pages regularly and i t s  owner , Col onel Alva Morris 

Holbrook , invited El iza t o  j o in his staff as l it erary 

editor . I gnoring h er famil y ' s  prot est s ,  El iza braved the 

terrors of New Or l eans ' bus ines s  di str ict and showed up 

in the newsroom dail y - -f irst as l it erary edi tor , then as 

women ' s  page editor , and finally as the wife of the pub -

lisher . 

El iza married the sixt y -four -year -ol d  Co lon el in 

May 1872 and two month s  l at er became a "news it em" in New 

Or leans when the ex-Mr s . Holbrook paid her a vis it : 

Learning o f  the marri age , Mr s .  ( J ennie )  
Bronson r eturned to New Orl eans , s cour ged by 
j ealous y  an d h at e ;  and on the morning of June 
17 , 1 872 , ent er ed the Ho lbrook home on Cons t ance 
Str eet , just above Or ange , when the bride was 
alone in her b edroom , and at po int -b l ank ran ge ,  
shot at her twi c e  with a r evolver , and mis s ed ;  
then beat her o ver the head with a bo t t l e  of bay 
rum . Two s er vants ran in and saved the young 
woman ' s  l ife . Whi l e  she fl ed ,  covered with 
blood , to the p rot ection of a neighbor ,  Mrs .  
Brons on ru she d  into the yar d ,  s ei z ed an ax and 
vented her hat e on the furniture . 29 
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Holbrook , who had s ol d  the pap er in 1 872 and 

bought it back a y ear l at er , died in 1 87 6 - - l eaving his 

widow with an $8 0 , 000 deb t and a difficult dil emma . She 

could decl ar e  bankrup t cy or take the helm and hope to 

revers e  the n ewspaper ' s  £ai l in g  fortun es despite  the 

" carpetbagging" whi ch s t i l l  pl agued the South . 

Overridin g family dis approval onc e  mor e ,  Eliza 

chose t o  stick wi th the p ap er and she ass embl ed the 

Picayun e ' s  s t a££ to  t el l  them s o : 

I am a woman . Some o f  you may not wish to 
work for a woman . I£ s o , you are free to go , and 
no hard feelin gs . But you who s tay - -wil l you 
give me your undivided loyal6y ,  and wil l you ad­
vis e  me t ryly  and hones t l y ?3 

A numb er o£ h er husband ' s  former emp l oy ees did 

leave , but tho s e  who s t ay ed p roved their l oyal t y . Jos e 

. Quint ero , the p ap er ' s  chief edi torial wri t er , "pol ished 

_ up his p i s to l s  and p as s ed ou t the word that i£ anybody 

craved sati sfaction £or what the Dail y  Pi cayune s aid , come 

3 1  
to h:i,m l " 

Thus El iza Holbrook b ecame the first woman pub -

lisher o£ an import an t  U .  S .  dail y  and she soon proved 

hersel f  an abl e  n ewsp aperwoman .  She n ev er shi ed away from 

controver s y  and she gath er ed around her the best p eop l e  

sh e could find- -inc luding two Yankees , Maj or Nathaniel 

Burbank and Maj or H enry Robin s on . Both o£ thes e wri t er s  

' 
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; 1cl d execut ive pos t s  on the Daily Picayune ,  wor king side-

: ' \' - s ide with a vet eran o£ Lee ' s  army , Maj or Thomas E.  

[!,-..vis . 

Mrs . Holbrook valued her employees and they re-

turned her admirat ion . ' 'My boys wo rk hard t o  pl eas e  me , "  

sh e told El iza Pu tnam Heaton on October 8 ,  1887 , "and I 

verily bel i eve , valu e a word o£ commendat ion from me mor e  

3 2  
than they wou l d  the  same prai s e  comin g £rom a man . "  

El iza al s o  p ro ved hers elf a capab l e  adminis trator . 

She put the pap er b ack in the b l ack and watched wi th 

satisfaction h er growin g sub s cr ib er l is t s . According to 

t he American Newsp aper Dir ectory , the Daily Picayune ' s  

circul ation in 1 87 8  was approximate l y  6 , 000- -the Sept ember 

1, 188 0  edit ion ( containing the annual busine s s  r evi ew ) 

required a press  run o£ 4 0 , 000 copie s .  

St il l , Pearl River s - -who became Mr s . Geo rg e  

Nicholson i n  Jun e 1 87 8 - - i s  p erhap s  best r ememb er ed 1n 

newspaper c ircl e s  for h er innovative approach t o  a dai l y ' s  
i 

cont ent s :  Whil e  James Gordon Bennett was experimenting 

wi th soci ety coverage in the New York Heral d , El i za l oo s ed 

the "Soc iety Bee" on New Orl eans ' "best famil i e s "  on 

March 1 6 , 1 87 9 . 33 Sh e inspired the popul ar "Weather Fro g , "  

drawn by cartoonist  L .  A .  Wint erhal der , which became the 

' ' Peanut s "  of its  day , hopp in g on to the paper ' s  front page 



on January 1 3 , 1 894. 34 

Moreover , Mr s .  Nicho l s on made the Daily Pi cayune 

r eal :fami ly r eadin g £ are : She added Lil liput Land £or 

! the youngst ers ,  Sunday funnies and th e dail y  comic strip , 

I ! popular fict ion , hous eh�l d  hint s ,  health car e suggest ion s , 

I j popul ar science top ics , and men ' s and women ' s  fashions . 
l l She also l aunched the car eer o£ Dorothy Dix and s ent a 

! woman r epor t er ,  Cat h erine Co l e  ( who s e  real name was 

! Martha Fiel d )  to cover the Worl d ' s  Fair in Chicago in 

1 1893. 

When P earl R iver s died in 1 8 96 it was app ar ent 

I that sh e h ad estab l ished for her s el f  and her newspap er an 

unparal l ed r eputat ion in New Or l e ans . The Times -Demo crat 

paid her this t r ibu t e : 

Har dl y  a philanthrop ic ins t i tution in the 
city , hardl y one of the many b en evol ent s ch emes 
const antly s et up in New Orl eans to benef i t  t he 
deserving poor or the he lpl e s s  found in Mr s . 
Nicho l s on an ar dent s ympathi zer , a poweE£ul helper 
with vo ic e ,  money , l abor , t ime and p en .  5 -

Whi l e  few women anywher e in the country coul d  

equal Pearl River s ' ent r ep reneur ial j ournal is t i c  s en s e ,  

two mor e  l ady pub l isher s r ei gned i n  the South during this 

era . 

Mr s .  El i a  Goode Byingt on s aw t o  it that the 

j Co lumbus ( Georgi a )  Eveninsz -Ledger emp l oyed as many women 
I i �s J20 �-�ibl e .  Mr s . By_:i.:ng�()I1 , -�ho_ wa�_ 9.2_�o�!_!.?:(. __ q_:f_j:_h_�-P�l2er 

-.· _ ..... 
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' with her hu sband Edwar d  Tel fair Byington , hired women at 

" equal pay" to take on . such t asks as typ eset t in g ,  proof 

r eadin g and r eportin g ; she also employed a :femal e :foreman , 

art ist and mai l c l er k . 

Another Geor gia nat ive , El l en J .  Dort ch , decided 

to buck tradit i�n and p r ej udice and ,  at age 17 , l aunched 

the Carnesvi l le Tribune . At first Miss Dort ch was ob l i ged ! 
! 

to run the n ewsp ap er sin gl ehandedl y but , b efore long , ! 
circu l at ion grew and sh e al lowed to spend the bal ance o:f 

. 3 6  
her career as the p ap er ' s owner and managing edltor . 

REPORTERS ill�D EDITORS 

No t all the :female scribes o:f the ninet eenth 

century wer e  publ ishers , however , some were simpl y  hard-

wo rking r eporters and editors .  One of these was a Miss 

Sal ly Joy , who b e gan h er journalistic career at age 1 8  in 

1870 . 

A mal e r ep o rt er on the Boston Heral d was so im-

pr essed with Miss Joy ' s  p r esenc e at an 1 871 suffrage 

convent ion in Vermont that he incorporat ed her into his 

account of the eve'nt : 

Miss Sal l y  Joy of Boston has a portfo l io 
at the Report ers ' tab l e  in the Convention for the 
POST of her nat ive city . She is pretty , piquante ,  
and dresses charmin gl y . She has a high r egard for 
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l'vlrs . Bloomer , althou gh she diverges from that 
good lady on the s cience of clothes . Mi s s  Joy 
has made a r eputat ion as a n ewspaper corres ­
pon dent and r eporter o f  which any man might wel l 
b e  proud . And this i s  saying a good deal for a 
woman . Mi ss Joy i s  as independent as she i s  

37 
self - supportin g and she vot es for Women ' s  Suffrage . 

Later Mis s  Joy l eft the Po s t  to j oin the Bos ton 

Herald and cal l ed hers elf Penelope Penfeather , wri t ing a 

co l umn on fashions and the home . 

Bett er known t o  Bos tonians , p erhap s , were "Old 

Lady Magenni s "  and Mil dr ed A l dr i ch . Mr s .  Mar garet J .  

rla<Jenn i s , who s er ved on the s t aff of the Bos ton Trave l l er 

f rom 1874 unt il 1 91 8 , edited the paper ' s  week l y  r el i gious 

r ev i ew and at the s ame t ime covered the muni c ipal court 

beat . Mil dr ed Aldr ich , wrot e for the Bos t on Journal and 

l a t er for the Bos t on Heral d ,  at the same time pub l ishing 

· h er own pap er , The Mahogany Tr ee . The Tre e  was not a 

success and Mil dr ed ,  at a ge 45 , l eft Bos t on in 1 8 98 to 

joi n Gertrude Stein 1 s group 1.n Paris . Her subs equent book , 

{!_ H ill � the Marne , describ ed the 1 914 bat t l e  f rom the 

van t a g e  point of h er h i l l top hou s e  in France .  

In Bal t imore , the city which first  r ead the 

Declaration of Indep endence i n  Mary Goddard ' s  Maryland 

. Journal, was st i l l  unaccustomed to a woman l aboring in the 

newspaper field in 1888 when May Garrett son Evans s i gned . 

I 
on as a report er for the Bal t imor e  Sun . J ·-·------ .. ··--· ··· -···----· --·· · - - · · ···- -- -···-···-···--·-----·-·-··-·--
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Mi s s  Evans was s o  much of a novel t y  that she 
had to e::-.11 l ain herself everywher e . She was always 
bei n g  int erviewed on her own emot ions , and what 
h er famil y  thou ght of her hazardous undertakin g . 
The general op inion was that it was a shame t o  
expose a girl  t o  such f earful p itfal l s . One warm 
evening she arr i ved in the office unexp ectedl y . 
Sh e s aw that s omething was wron g .  The city editor 
was o ver come with amus ement .  No one would t el l  
h er what was up . S o  she l in gered about and final ly 
went out on an ass i gnment . Lat er she l earned that 
the assis t an t  city editor had been caught in his 
shirt s l eeves and suspenders .  On s e ein g her coming ,  
h e  had dived quickly under the city desk t o  conceal 
this dis graceful dis array from the SUN ' s  Mis s  
Evans . H e  had s tayed doubled up i n  gr eat dis com­
fort unti l  she went away . 

' Now l oo k  here , ' she announc ed t o  the city 
. room at l ar g e  after hear in g t his  s t ory . "This 
wil l never do . You s impl y  mu s t  treat me l ike one 
of the b oy s . n3 8  

Mis s  Evans ' pl ea was echoed i� city rooms through -

out the country but tradi t ion died har d . A woman r eporter 

was a novel ty on even the l argest n ewsp apers and ,  by and 

l ar ge , an unwel come one . 

I n  the Mi dwest , Minnie Ro swel l Langstadter b ecame 

the first  woman r ep o r t er in Chi cago . Minnie , aQed 1 5 , 

landed a r eportin g  j ob with the Chi cago Record in 1 87 8 - -a 

position whi ch brought h er an opp ortunity t o  int erview 

some of the t op financ iers of the day , inc luding John D .  

Rockefel l er ,  J .  Pi erpont Mo rgan , and Wil l i am E .  Vanderbilt . 

In 1868  Mrs . Emil y  Ver dery Bet t ey j oined the Sun 

as the first femal e general r epor t er in New
.
York City . 



For t y  yea r s  ear l i er Fr anc es  ' ' Fanny" Wr ight had charmed the 

c i t �· with her editor ship of the Free Engui r er , a publ ica-

t io n  wh ich supported- - amon g  ot her social i s sues - -the caus e 

39 
of or gani z ed l abor . 

Co lonel John A .  Cocker il l , who a decade l at er 

wou ld become managing edi to r of the New York Wor l d ,  hi red 

Calista  Hal s ey as the first  dis t aff r eport er on the 

. 40 
Wash1n gton Pos t . 

Iowa -born Mrs . Emi l y  Edson Br iggs , was among the 

first to t ake advant age of the pol i t ical portal forced 

. open by J ane Grey Swi s shelm . Mrs . Br i ggs headed eas t  in 

1861 to cover the Con gres s ional Pres s Gal l ery f irst  for 

the Washin gton Chroni c l e  and l at er £o r the Phi ladelphia 

Pres s . Mr s .  Br ig gs ' dispat ches were known t o  her r eaders 

I • • I 41 
as th e 'Ol1v1a l et t er s . '  

Two mor e  women fol lowed Jan e  Swis sh elm ' s  s t ep s  

into the Washington Press  Corps : Gail Hami lton and Grace 

Greenwood .  Mis s  Hami l ton ' s  r eal name was Mary Abi gail 

• Dodge ; she was a New En gl ander , the product of a strict 

: Cal vin ist upbrin ging , and her wri t ing was s cathingly 

. satir ical . One o£ her con t emporar i e s , Fanny Fern , char -

act eri zed her in this  way : 

A l ady , at who s e  mention s t alwart men h ave 
been known to tremb l e , and hide i n  corner s ; who 
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r r ' keeps a p rivate graveyard' for the burial of 
tho s e  whom s he has merci l e s s l y  s l ain ; who r esp ect s  
neither the spectacl es of the j udge , nor the s ur ­
olice  of t h e  o r i e s t : w� � � � l � s  t� 2 =� == 2 =  o �  =2= ' s  ' ' ' 
f a ! : i� � s  t � : l  ��e; h a � e  � � e i r  wi ves mer ely b ecau s e  
they b elong t o  her s ex . 42 

Gai l  was a cousin of Mr s . James G .  Blaine . Blain� 

a former newspap er edi to r ,  was a l ong-time Speaker of the 

House of Repres entat ives ; he  fai l ed t o  captur e the 

Republ ican pres ident ial nominat ion in 1 8 8 0  and in 1884 

bu t went on t o  s er ve bo th President Garfield and Presi dent 

Harri son as Secr etary of Stat e . Gail wro t e  Bl aine's 

biography and the book su gge s t s  that much of h er pol it ical 

acumen comes from the fact that he welcomed h er into his 

inner counci l s . 

Grace Gr eenwood,  actual ly Sara Jane Clarke , found 

a far warmer wel come from the cap ito l ' s  citi z ens . Grace 

had b een a r e gular contr ibutor to Godey 1 s Lady ' .s Book 

before her twenti eth birthday . A col l ect ion of her 

articl e s  for Godey ' s  and various newspap er s  were released 

in 1850 under the t i t l e  Gr eenwood Leaves . In 1 852 she 

went to Europ e  as a travel in g  corr e spondent , s ending back 

chatty l et t er s  describing the doings of such American 

favorites a s  Thacker y  and Dicken s . 

When she r eturned to America she marri ed Leander 

K .  Lipp incott but she was one of the f ew newspap erwomen of I 
- ··----�-� ----� · .. ---- - - ---------- ··----- - - __ .. 



r 

her era who managed a career as  wel l as a hous eho l d . 

During the Civil War years she tour ed the country , l ectur -

ing and writin g .  Pres i dent Lincoln cal l ed her "The 

Patriot , "43 and women acro s s  the <;:ountry began to i dentify 

"newswoman " J.n the image of Grac e Greenwood . 

One of the mos t  colorful r eporter s  of this p eriod 

was a s ix-foot -two , gun - s l inging Irish lass  n amed Mari e  

"Midy" Morgan . Midy ' s  j ournal istic  sp ecial ty was a s  un -

usual as her appearance - - she was the l ivestock r eporter 

for the New York Times from 1869  unti l  her death in 1 8 92 . 

Midy was born in County Cork , in 1828 ; h er father 

was a l ar ge l andown er and hors ebreeder . By her fourt eenth 

birthday , Midy was alr eady an excep t ional r ider , an animal 

expert , and demons trat ed an amazin g flair for l an guage . 

In 1865 she put thes e t al ents to u s e ,  touring Europe and 

crowning the trip with a vi s i t  to King Victor Emmanuel of 

Italy . Introduced throu gh a family fr iend , Midy l eft the 

royal presenc e with a commi s s ion to buy s ix mares £or the 

King ' s  s t abl e .  

Wh en Midy deli vered the an imals s everal months 

later , the del i ghted monarch " approved of her choice and 

gave her a doub l ecas e hunting wat ch with his initial s en ­

crus t ed in diamonds , a token of h i s  grat itude . "
44 
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Despit e t his royal es t eem , Midy found no special 

wel come when she t ravel ed next to Amer i ca . She worked 

as a chambermai d unt i l  Manton Marbl e  of th e New Yor k Worl d • 

gave her a crack at r epor ting on the Sarato ga races in 

1 869. The resul t i n g  story earned her only "probat ionary" 

employment at the Times as l i vestock r eport er ( it was the 

onl y  j ob open ) ,  but within a week there was no doubt that 

the pos i t ion was h er s  for as long as she want ed it . Midy 

knew h er subj ect ; she ros e  b efore dawn , tramped throu gh r 

mud ,  and travel ed hundreds of rural mil e s  t o  gather th e 

minut e  detail s  whi ch earned her t h e  resp ect of br eeders 

and l ivestock j udges t hrou ghou t the Uni ted Stat e s  and 

Eur op e . 

Two mor e  l adi e s  des erve sp ecial ment ion before 

movin g  on : J ennie June and Fanny Fern wer e wayfarer s in 

the female press corp s , r eceivin g onl y  incidental l y , a 

modicum of r ecognit ion in th eir own time . 

J enni e  June ( Mr s . David Goo dman Cro l y ) sp ecial i zed 

in the woman ' s point of vi ew , but she was first and for e -

mos t  a r eport er . Unl i k e  mos t  of her pr edec e s sors and many 

of h er contemporaries she went out to get the news inst ead 

of c r eat in g h er own . She worked for the � York Wor l d ,  

Tr ibune , Heral d ,  Times , Dai l y  Graohic an d Noah ' s  Sunday 

Time s and brought t o  each a s ty l e  and point of view which 
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L eagues for she avowed : "There is no s ex in l abor and I 

want my work taken as the achi evement of an individual , 

with no qualificat ions , no indul genc e ,  no ext enu at ions 

simply b ecau s e  I happen to b e  a woman , working along the 

same l ine with men . "  
45 

Two things brought J enni e  into the pub l i c  eye : 

Firs t , she b ecame an authority on women ' s  fashion s - -a 

sp eciality  whi ch culminated wi th an art icl e for the New 

46 
York Dai ly Graphic cal l e d  "Returnin g  t o  Town . "  Second , 

she p l ayed a b i g  rol e  in est abl ishing the Soro s i s  Club 

in 1 8 6 8 - -the f eminine equ ival ent of the New Yor k  Pr ess  

Club - -at a time when club s , particularly women ' s  club s , 

, were very rare . 

J enni e  pioneered wh at wou l d  now b e  t ermed the 

' ' shopp ing column , 1 1 c omp aring var ious brands of merchandis e  

and l is t in g  th e stores and s hops where they coul d  b e  found . 

The "Town" art i c l e  mentioned above t raced the t rans it ion 

of t rade from smal l shops to th e b i g  department stores and 

estab l i sh ed the dail y  n ewspap er as an important factor in 

popul ar merchandis in g .  

Like Kat e Fi el d ,  J ennie June dis approved of the 

way American women dr es s ed .  She campaigned i n  1 873 for 
- · ----�) 
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i un i form evenin g dre s s  an d devo ted many co lumn inches t o  

scorn ing the " foreign "  fashio n £ads wh ich s en t American 

femal es s cur ryin g t o  the yardage racks in an effort to be 

up -to -th e -minut e .  

If her dis approval o£ their at tire  did no t make 

any lasting impres sion on her countrywomen , her act ivities 

as a clubwoman did .  Jennie was a sophis t i cat e ;  she was 

conversan t  on mos t  o£ the maj or i s sues o£ her day and she 

debated them wi th fr iends who numb er ed among the country ' s  

most important p er sonage s . Thu s , when the New Yor k Pr ess  

Club hel d a special b anquet honor ing Char l e s  Dicken s  and 

• barred the l adi es o£ the press  £rom at t endin g ,  J ennie was 

· provo ked enou gh t o  do something drastic  in r et al iat ion . 

J ennie "made i t  cl ear that i£ women wri t er s  and 

editors cou l d  ride in the s ame hansoms and s l eep in the 

same beds as thei r  l o rds and mas t er s  who belonged to  the 

Press Club , t h ey cou l d  also join them in honoring 

Dickens . "47 Her r ebut ta l  was the £ormat ion o£ the Soros i s  

Club . 

J ennie June a l s o  earned her s elf a p l ac e  in academ-

ic annal s as " t h e  first  known woman to t each j ournali sm 

at th e col l eg e  l evel • • •  at a time wh en there were no 

schoo ls o£ j ournal i sm . " 48 J ennie ' s  j ournalism cou r s e  in 

1 R 96 was a "novel f eature" o£ the New Ru tger ' s  Ins t i tut e 
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l for-- Young Ladi es in New Yor k . 

I Wh i l e  J enni e  earn ed her r eput ation s t ep by s t ep ,  

! weaving an impr e s s ive count erpane o£ achievement s ,  Fanny 

I 1 Fern att ained o vern i gh t  noto r i ety . Fanny ' s  popu l ari ty 
I 
I rest ed s o l el y  with h er extravagan t l y  s ent iment al t r eatment 

I o£ ' t op ic al subj ect s . Sh e wro t e  a r e gu l ar co lumn , first for ' 
I � � Fl ag ,  then f o r  the Ph il ade lph ia Ledger ; the s e  short 
I 

j p i eces wer e eventuai ly col l ec t ed and boun d into a b es t  
I I s el l er , Fern Leaves from Fanny ' s  Por tfol io , pub l i shed just I -

thr ee years af t er Gr ac e Gr eenwo od ' s  l e s s  su cces sful 

Gr eenwood Leaves . 

j Immedi at e l y  f o l l owing t he book ' s  r el ea s e  in 1 853 , 

! Harper ' s  Magazine acknowl edged Fanny as the creat o r  of a 

new l i t erary s t y l e :  

She h as won h er way unmi s t akab l y  t o  the 
hear t s  o£ the p e op l e ; this we int erp r et as a 
triumph o£ n at u ral f eel in g .  It shows that the 
day for s t i l t ed rhet o r ic ; scho l a s t i c  r efine ­
men t s  and b i g  dic t ionary wor ds , the p arade , p omp 
and pageantry o£ l i t eratur e i s  decl inin g . 49 

Fanny , born Sara Pay son Wi l l i s  in 1 8 1 1 , came £rom 

a l i t erary fami l y  in Main e . H er f ather edi t ed the Pu ritan 

Reco rder and You th ' s  Compan ion , an d her bro ther , Nathaniel , 

became a wel l -known p o et and edi tor of the Home Journal . 

1 St i l l , Fanny h er s elf showed no int er e s t  in j ournal ism 
t I 
! unt i l  two broken mar r i ages l ef t  h er in n eed o£ funds . She 
! 
L 
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I had ne ver had any par t i cular regar d for the tal ents of ' 

her brother , so it wa s charact er i s t ic that she vi ewed 

. wri ting as an easy way t o  earn a. l i v ln a . She d<t � . l wd o (( 

, a p i ece on t h e  " mo del mini s t er , "  s o l d  i t  t o  the Mo th er 1 s 

As s i s tant £or f i fty cent s an d ,  at age 40 ,  was l aunched on 

a new career . 

Fanny ' s  £ i r s t ' edi to r  on the True Flag , worked hard 

to t rans l at e  h er pro s e  into print . He des cribes h er 

wri t in g styl e thus : 

Th e manus crip t  was charac teri s t ic ·- - deci dedl y 
Ferny - -dashed a l l  o ver with a stonishing capit al s 
and crazy i t al i c s - -and s tuck as fu l l  with s t a gger ­
i n g  exc l amation point s , as a p in cu shion with 
p ins . I n  p rint , the i t a l i c s  w ere int en ded to 
r e s emb l e j o l ly words , l ean ing over and tumb l ing 
down wi th l au ght er , and t h e  int erj ections wer e 
suppos ed t o  b e  t o t t er in g under the wei ght of 
doub l e - ent en dr e  and puns . At f i r s t  s i ght , t h e  
wr i t in g  looke d  a s  i f  i t  mi gh t  have b een p aced off 
by t r ained canary b i r ds - - dri ven f i r s t  throu gh 
puddl es of ink , then marched into hi er o g l yphic 
dri l l  on the s heet l i ke a mi l it i a  company o n  parade . 
Al l Fanny ' s  manu s crip t s  deman ded a good deal of 
edi torial car e t o  p r epar e them £or the pr es s ; h er 
f i r s t  produc t io n s , p ar t i cul arl y ,  r equiring as 
thorou gh weedi n g  as so many beds o f  j uven i l e b e et s  
an d carro t s . 5 0  

St i l l , by t h e  time Fanny trans f erred h er column 

an d her a l l e giance t o  the Phi l adelphia Ledg er , edi tor 

Rob ert Bonn er pro c l aimed : "We never think of cu t t in g  down , 

· or even al t er i n g  a wor d  in Fanny Fern ' s  arti c l es . 5 1  

Ei ther her manuscript p repar at ion had imp ro ved o r  th e 



pr ima donna ' s  power as a circul at ion get t er forbade any 

tamp er in g  with the unv.-\X" tLi sh cd 1 • en 1 . 

Th e l at t er exp l anat i on s e ems the mo s t  app ropr iate 

for Fanny ' s  l i t erary outpourin g s , from 1 8 5 1  unt i l  h er 

I death in 1 87 2 , wer e awash with heart s and flower s , a 

. harbin ger of the " s ob s i s ter s "  of the ear l y  1 9 0 0 ' s .  

CHANGING TI MES 

The l as t  hal£ o£ th e n i net eenth cen tury was an er a 

of extr aor dinary chan ge in Amer ican l if e . Every facet of 

, the c entury -o l d  Uni t ed States was under go ing dramat ic 

, metamorpho s i s - -the n at ion ' s  soc ial , po l i t i cal an d 

' cul tural inst i tut ions wer e bein g reshap ed by a bur gt!onin g 

' in du s t r ial economy . 

The gal lop i n g  t echnofo gy of this age invaded the 

newsroom too , br inging n o t  only el ect r i c  l i ght bulbs and 

fan t as t i c  n ew pr es s es whi ch print ed thous and� of sh eet s 

per hour , but a l s o  the t el ephon e and an inc r ea s in gl y  prac­

'tical instrument known a s  the typewr i t er . 

Innovation was the by -wo r d  of the l at e  1 8 00 ' s  an d,  

whi l e  r a i l roads and t el e gr aph l in e s  wer e fast connect in g 

al l part s of the n at ion , a soon-to -b e -famou s j ournal i s t  

named s .  s .  McClur e import ed a n  En gl i s h  conc ep t  known as 

" syndicat ion . " I n  1 8 8 4  McClure b e gan t o  s eek �c:>P�?a1: _ 
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' rather than t ime l y  mat eria l. t o  mar k e t  as " f i t  l. cr s . "  

By the end of the year McC lure was suppl ying h i s  cust om-
52 . " ers wi th approx imat el y 3 0 , 000 wo rds a week , mo s t  o:f 1 t 

in sho r t  s t o r i es and general int er est ar t i c l es . In 1885 

he l aunched one of h i s  mo s t  popu l ar .f eatur e s - - a  weekly 

samp l in g  of his own favori t e  r ec ip e s  appearin g under the 

name " Pat i en c e  Winthrop . "  

Edwar d W .  B o k , who l at er b ecame edi t o r  of the 

Ladi es Home Journal , ini t i at ed a s econd Ameri can s yndi -

cate two y ear s l at er . Mr . Bok s t ar t e d  it off wi th a 

· weekly art i c l e  p enned by Vi c t o r i a  Woodhul l ' s  vic t im ,  

Rever end H enry War d B eecher , an d f o l lowed up with " a  

br i gh t  l et t er o f  N ew Yor k go s sip • • •  cal l e d  ' Bab ' s  Babb l e . ' "  

Thi s  l as t  i t em helped him t o  " s e cu r e  a cl i en t el e  of s ome 
""' 53 ninety n ew sp ap er s in various p art s o f  t h e  country . "  

The n atur e  o f  t�i s  s yndicat ed mat erial r ef l e c t s  

ano ther cur r en t  of s o c i a l  upheaval - - th e "woman ' s  ro l e "  i n  

Ameri can l if e  w a s  under goi n g  a dramat i c  chan g e . Women 

ins i de t h e  home were final ly b eing r eco gn i z ed as an 

important " consumer group " by merchan di s er s  an d ,  equal ly 

s i gn if icant , growin g  numb e r s  of women out s i de the home 

were demanding l ar ger r esp onsib i l i t i e s , wages and p o l i t ical 

vo i c e . 



Histor ian Wi l l ar d  G .  Blyer notes : 

In the ear l y  nine t i e s , thr ee N ew Yor k p ap er s ,  
the Wor l d , the Sun , and the Hacor der , wer e al l 
devo tin g cons i derabl e at tent ion t o  their depar t ­
ment s for women . Ar t ic l e s  on fash ion s ,  cooking 
r ecip es , and s imi l ar mat er ial were group ed to ­
gether , oft en with s oc i et y  news , in women ' s  de­
par tments or women ' s  p ages . In 18 92 ,  the New Yor k 
Recorder , a wel l - edi t ed gener al newsp ap er , was 
c haracter i zed by the New Yor k Heral d as ' pr e ­
eminen t l y  a women ' s  pap er '  that w a s  r ead b y  a 
hundr ed thousand women . The l ar ge Sun day edit ions 
o f  the New York p ap e r s  gave cons i der ab l e  sp ace and 
prominence to dep ar tment s p r imar ily of int er est 
to women . In the l at t er part of th e y ear 1 8 9 6 ,  
the New Yor k  J ou rnal added t o  i t s  Sunday edi t ion 
a supp l ement , the Woman ' s  Home J ournal , par t  of 
whi ch was p r in t ed in co l o r s . With the a i d  of the 
f i r s t  n ewsp ap er syndicat es , newspap er s  the country 
over were ab l e  to f o l low the examp l e  o f  th e N ew 
York pap e r s  i n  app eal ing to women r eader s . 54 

Bok h ims elf i dent ified t hi s  theme in exp l aining 

the p r emis e upon whi ch he base d his syndic at e :  H e  had 

decided ' ' tljat the Amer i c an woman was no t a newsp ap er 

reader , "  and "the ab s en c e  of any dis tinctive mat erial for 
55 women was a f actor . "  

El l a  Wh e e l er Wi l cox , the autho r o f  Po ems o f  

Pas sion , was p erhap s  t h e  b est known authoress o f  t h e  t ime 

to cont r ibut e to Bok t s  s yn dicat e but the mos t  f amou s  by-

l ine to emer ge f rom this ven tur e was " Ruth A shmo r e . "  

Bok hit upon the idea of a column devo t ed t o  the 

more del i cat e prob l ems in a gi r l ' s  l if e .  H e  r an two tr ial 

co lumn s under t he h eadin g "Side Ta l k  With Gir l s , "  then 
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promp t l y turned the who l e p roj ect o ver to " Bab B abbl e s "  

· auth o r e s s  Mr s .  I sabel Ma l l on . 

Later Bok wr ot e o f  Mr s . Mal lon : " She was th e mo st 

· r idi cu l ed wri t er in the magazine wo rl d ,  yet the mo s t  

helpful edi tor that ever conduc t ed a departmen t i n  p eriod-
, 56 

ical l i t erature . "  During her s ixt een years as "Ruth 

Ashmore , "  Mr s . Mal lon r ecei ved and answer ed 1 58 � 000 l e t ­

l t ers , bl azing th e trail f o r  generat ion aft er gen eration of 

! fol lower s - -from B eatr i c e  Fai rfax , throu gh Dorothy Dix and 
I 

I b · · 1  1 bb 1 1  ! A  1 ga1 'Dear A y Van Bu r en . 

I I Magazines 

I Th i s  growin g  awaren e s s  of a f eminine r eadin g 

! au di ence was al s o  evi denc ed by a mount in g  numb er of pub -
! / l i cat ions creat ed s o l e l y  for "m ' l ady . "  

I As ear l y  as 1 83 4  a p enny pap er , patt erned aft er 

j Benj amin Day ' s  famou s New � Sun , was int roduc ed - - i t  was 

I . .  / cal l e d ,  s imply , Woman , and was e di t ed by "Ann Oddbody . "  

I I t s  r a i s on d '  etr e : "Th er e  i s  a p ap er Man publ i s h ed , "  

J s t ated the f i r s t  i s sue of Woman , "why shal l not a p aper 
l 57 j Woman al s o  be s een dai l y  in the c i ty of Gotham ? "  ' 

The next o f  thes e ear l y  effor t s  was The Ladi es 

: Mo rning Star , publ ished b y  Wi l l iam Newel l .  Mr . Newell 
i 

; ou t l i ned h i s  purpo s e  and phi l o s ophy in the f i r s t  i s sue , 

54 
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I 
j p rin t ed Apr i l  23 , 1 83 6 :  

I 
Th e Ladies Mo rn i ng Star wi l l  sust ain the j_. charact er of a Lit erary Mor al Newsp aper , which -

it sha l l  b e  the endeavor o f  th e p ropr i etor t o  
enr ich wi th every var i ety that may improve and 
adorn the femal e mi n d ,  en l ar ge and s t r en gthen 
the under s t andin g ,  purify the s ou l , an d r efine 
the s en s e s  • • • S8 

St agger i n g  under th e wei ght o£ so heavy a l o ad o£ 

virtue , th e Morning St ar l o s t  r eader s an d adver t i s er s  and 

soon fo l ded . Numer ous magazines and pap er s  aimed at the 

; woman ' s  i nt erest s wer e b e gun dur in g  th i s  p eriod , th en 

abandoned , but Ladie s  Magazine , founded i n  Bo s t on in 1 828 

by Mr s . Sarah Jos epha Hal e ,  was th e f i r s t  t o  survive i t s  

fifth b i rt hday . 

When Sarah ' s  husban d ,  Dav i d ,  died o£ p neumo n i a  

in 1 822 , ' th e  t h i r t y -four -year -o l d  widow £or some r eason 

cho s e  no t to r eturn to the wor k  she had t r ained £or - -

t eachin g .  Ins t ead , s h e  l abor ed l i s t l es s l y  at mi l l inery 

eekin g out a sub s i s t ence £or h er s el f  and her five chi l dr en , 

and s ec r et ely p ou r ed h er gr ief int o  ver s e . 

Mr s .  Hal e ' s  b oo k , Th e Gen ius o£ Ob l ivion ; and 

Other Or i ginal P o ems , s i gned decorous l y ,  "By a Lady o£ New 

Hamp shir e , "  dr ew l it t l e  int er es t  but i t  did p rovide her 

with enou gh income to s t art another wor k . Th i s  volume , 

No rthwood , wh i ch app eared in Dec emb er ,  1 827 , brought h er 

wide _ r eco gr1i t ion an d suff i c ient conf idence _:t o _ l a,gncb, _ the 

55 



5 9  
Ladi es  Mi3-<Ja z i n e . 

Mr s . Hal e ' s chi ef interest lay in promoting 

"fema1 e educat ion , " bu t she proved her s elf a capabl e edi -

tor , guiding the l it erary effort s o f  her contributor s  with 

such s ki l l  that she at tracted the at t ent ion of pub lisher 

Loui s  A .  Godey . 

Nine years aft er i t s  first issue appeared on city 

newst ands , Ladi es Maqazine was j oined with Go dey ' s  to 

become Godey ' s Lady ' s Book ,  owned by Godey and edi t ed by 

Mrs . Hal e .  To gether they det ermined to cap ture the 

American woman ' s  int erest an d, incidental ly , her sub scrip -

t ion , but Mrs .  Hal e was fearful o f  s t epp ing on mas cul ine 

toes . Her r et i c ence i s  obvious 1n the very first is sue : 

"Husbands , "  she promi s e d ,  "may r est assured that nothin g 

found on th es e pages • • •  shal l caus e her ( the wif e )  to b e  

less  assiduous i n  preparing f or his r ecept ion , "  o r  en -

courage her t o  i rusurp s t at ion , o r  encroach on th e p r e ­

ro gat ives of men . 1 1 60 

In the s ame i s su e  sh e ou tl ined a goal for herself 

from which she never deviated : 

The work wi l l  b e  nat ional • • .  American • • •  a 
mis cel lany whi ch , al thou gh devo t ed to g en eral 
l iterature , is  mor e  eA.rpr es s l y  desi gned t o  mark 
the progr es s  of f emal e  impro vement . 6l 

Thus , " th e  progr e s s  of female improvement " r emained 
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the underlying theme o f  the pub l icat ion whi ch enj oyed an 

unpr ecedented half century of success from January 1 828 to 

December 1 877 . Mr s .  Hal e ,  gin ger l y  juggling her subj ects , 

rar el y  f ai l ed to del i ght h er audienc e and just  as rarely 

gave their husbands an opportunity t o  t ake offen s e  at this 
} 

femal e p eriodical . Her success by any reckoning was out -

standing ; a s impl e quant itative measur e  p roves the point - -

the magazine ' s  circu l at ion exceeded even it s owner ' s  

hopes by p i l in g  up an unpr ecedent ed 1 50 , 000 r eaders . 

During Go dey ' s  "b es t  l i t erary p eriod" ( 1837 t o  

1850 ) , Mr s .  Hal e managed to attract t o  i t s  p ages the 

for emost p opul ar wri t er s  of the day � 

Among the " au thor ess es " wer e Mis s  ( El i za ) 
Les l i e , at one t ime an assistant editor • • •  a trio 
of prol ific wr i t er s  of s er ial fiction , Mrs . Anne 
Stephens , Mr s . E .  F .  El let , and Mr s .  Carol in e  Lee 
Hent z , a trio o f  much admir ed p o et es s es - -Mr s . 
Frances S .  Osgood ,  Mr s .  S eba Smith , and Mis s  Hannah 
Gou l d ;  "Grace Gr eenwood, " who edited Godey ' s  
Lady ' s  Dol lar Newspaper for a t im? ; Mis s  Catherine 
M .  Sedgwic k ,  au thor of Hope Lesl ie , and much el s e ;  
Mr s .  Carol ine M .  s .  Kirkland,  not ab l e  for her 
west ern sket ches and stories ; and Harriet Beecher 
Stowe , no t yet f amous . This was a gr eat gal axy 
in the forties • • •  

Al so as sociat ed with Mr s .  Hal e  at that t ime 
was the mo st p opu l ar poet ess who ever wro t e  in 
Amer ica- -Lydia H .  Sigourney . Her popu l arity was 
equa l l ed only by her industr y ; her posthumous 
memoirs r ecord o ver two thous and contributions 
t o  more than thr ee hundr ed p eriodicals , and she 
publ ished fort y - s ix volumes of all sort s - -poetry , 
essay s , travel , f ic t ion , historical s ket ches , 
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( 
cookbooks , etc . She is omnipr esent in the 
magazines of the p eriod , ang2she had editorial 
connect ions wi th s everal • • •  

... l 

I I One o f  the mo st successful of the Godey ' s  copyist s ! 

: was Peterson ' s  Ladi es Nat ional Magazin e ,  financed by 

Char l es J .  Pet er son of the Saturday Evening Pos t , and 

edi t ed by one of Godey ' s contributor s , Mr s .  Ann S .  
) 

St ephens . Mr s . St ephen s , who st art ed wor k . on Peter son ' s  

in 1842 ,  was " a  p ro l if ic wri t er of s erial fiction who had 
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been editor a f ew y ear s b efore of the Portland Magazine . " 

In 1 854 Frank Les lie ' s  Gazet t e  £f Fashion , p ar ent 

of the p opul ar Frank Les l ie ' s  Lady ' s  Magazine was born . 

The Gazet t e  took t o  t ask ideas espou s ed by Mrs . Amel ia 

Bloomer in her pub l i cat ion - -Lil y , A Ladi es Journal , 

Devo t ed t o  Temp erance and Lit eratur e .  Taking up wher e 

Kat e Fiel d and J ennie June l ef t  o ff ,  Mr s .  Bloomer intro -

duced the Lily  in J anuar� l 949 and soon b ecame a s so ciated 

in the public  mind with a costume advo cated by the pub -

' l ic at ion con s i s t in g  " o f  heavy , extremel y  wide trous ers 

( somet imes boun
'
d at the bot tom by an ankl e cuff and some -

t imes open and pract i ca l ly cover ing the foot ) and a h eavy 
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coat wi th its  skirt coming wel l below the kne es . "  

On Jul y  1 ,  1 8 5 6 ,  Dr . Lydia Sa:Ter init iate d  st i l l  

another publ i cat ion aimed a t  reformin g f eminine cos tumes . 

She cal l ed h er magazine (pub l i s h ed in New York ) the 
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Sibyl : A Review of the Taste s ,  Erro rs and Fash ions of 

Society an d kicked o.ff the first is sue with this broad-

side : 

We do decidedly obj ect t o  such a pyrami dal 
r edundance as the pres ent fashion suspends over 
hoops , destroying a l l  i dea of the b eautifu l  form 
of woman ; and since the bottom of the waist has 
b e en locate d  just b eneath the armp i t s  whi l e  the 
hoops r each above the hips , the once huge cone 
of dry goods looks mo re l ike a hogshead shuffl ed 
along by some p ropel l ing power save feet ( for 
such articles  ar e no t suppos ed to be on l adies 
nowadays ) ,  wh i l e  a p air of arms and a h ead s t ick 
out over this r edundance of dry goods and 
coop erage . 

Among the magazines tailored t o  satisfy the 

Amer ican woman ' s  "new" inter ests wer e : Genius of Lib erty , 
( 

pub l ished month ly fro� 1 8 52 t o  1 854 by Mr s .  E .  A .  Aldrich , 

of Cincinnati ; Pione e r  and Woman ' s  Advocat e ( 1 852 ) begun 

by Anna W. Spencer an d Pau l ina Wr ight Davis ' UNA ( 1 853 ) 

both of Provi denc e ;  Mr s .  F .  H .  Day ' s  Hese.er ian ( 1858-62 ) 

b egun in San Francisco , and Anna McDowell' ' s Woman ' s  

Advocat e ( 1 855 - 60 ) in Phi l adelphia • 

.Frank Luth er Mat t  in his impress ive "History of 

American Magazines " al s o  no tes : 

Th� Fami ly Newsp aper is interes t in g  for its  
cl aim that i t  was ' th e  f irst and on ly successful 
pap er ever pub l i s hed by a l ady ' - -but it was no t 
the first , and i t  was not successfu l . The l ady 
in qu est ion was Mari e  Lou i s e  Han kins . Her pap er 
was an ei gh t -page i l lustrated folio - - ' a  mammoth 
p ic torial ' - -i s sued month ly in New Yor k  at s event y-
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f ive cen ts a y ear ; it c l a i med a bi g circul a ­
t ion i n  1 8 55 , but s oon t her eafter was l o s t  t o  

. 6 5  Vl eW .  

A new emphasis  on women ' s  r i ghts were r efl ect ed in 

a spat t er o£ n ew pub l icat ions born in the 187 0 ' s  and 

188 0 ' s .  Su san B .  Anthony and El izabeth Cady Stanton 

l aunched their Revolut ion in 1868 ; Bos ton ' s  Woman ' s  

Journal was edi ted first  in 1870 by Mary A .  Livermore and 

thereaf t er ( £or mo re than twenty year s ) by Lu cy Stone ; 

Mr s .  Hel en Barnar d ,  o£ New York , began the Woman ' s  Cam-

pai gn in 1872 and one president ial t erm l at er Mrs . Sarah 

Lan gdon Wil l i ams , former woman ' s  department edi tor o£ the 

To l edo B l ade , l aunched a new pub licat ion cal l ed the Bal lot 

Box . The Box moved £rom Ohio to New York in 1 878 , and 

there , under the dir ect ion o£ Mati l da Jos l yn Gag e , met 

success under the name Nat ional Cit iz en and Bal l o t  Box . 6 6  

Mr s .  Char l o t t e  E .  McKay ' s  was the l one vo ice  o£ 

dis s ent among the l ady pub l isher s . Her True Woman 

( 1 87 0 -73 ) was a monthly magazin e pub l i shed in Bal t imore . 

Mr . �1ott point s out that during  this era there 

wer e  an unusual number o£ pub lications "pub l is he d ,  edited,  

and somet imes s et in t yp e  and p rinted, by women £or 

Women • " 67 Among thes e ·. J l · .. ' '! P · t 1 St L · u l a  �· u r 1 n g  · on s - .  ou1s 

Ladies Magazine ( 1 871 - 1 8 92 ) ; I n l and Monthly Magazine 
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( 1 872-1876 )  pub l i shed by Char l o t t e  Smi th ; Mary No l an 

l i s sued t h e  Cen tral Magazine ( 1 872 -1 875 )  wh ich "wa s wr i t t en , 

l set in t yp e ,  p r i n t ed and m F"' i l ( � r l  ( JU t ' �n t i r { : l y t ,y  vJ r ,rrH � n . 

! It p r i n t ed p i c tu r e s  o f  i t s  cornr�(J s i n r.:;  r r;r; rrl'-, , ' , h r;vt i n r.:;  vtrJmt :n  
I r 

I . . . 6B wo rker s ,  to p rove i t s  compl et e  f em l n :l z a. t lon . "  In ad-
1 
I di t ion , the Ladi e s  Own Magazine ( 1 8 6 9 -74 ) in J n di<m a.po I .  i s  

I was e dit e d  an d  pub l i shed b y  Mr s .  M .  Cor a  Elan d ,  an d ! 
I 
i Woman ' s  Wor l d :  An Or iginal Review o f  What Women Ar e Doing 
j I ( 1877 -8 1 ) was e di t ed by Mr s . Ju an Lewi s o f  Phi l adelph i a . 

J enn i e  June j o ined for ce s  wit h  pub l i s h er Wil l i am 

1 Jennings Demo r es t ' s  wif e  t o  edi t  Demo r e s t ' s  Monthly I Magazine in 1 8 6 5  but Harp er ' s  Bazaar , f i r s t  i s sued in 

I 1867 , r ap idl y took the l ead in the f ashion wo r l d . I Mary Map e s  Dodge and Har r i et B eecher Stow e  t eamed 

I i up e di t i n g  Hearth and Home in 1 8 68 but no pub l ic a t ion of I 1 this era was des t ined t o  great er suc c e s s  than th e Ladi e s  

II Home Journal , founded in Phil ade lph i a  in 1 883 b y  Cyrus 

H .  K .  Cu rt i s  and e di t ed by h i s  wife under the n ame 1 1 Mrs . 

Lou i s a  Knapp . "  

By the l at e  1 8 00 ' s  and well into the infancy of 

the -twen t i e th c entury , an int er e s t in g  ph enomenon can b e  

obs erved : Whi l e  th e number o f  monthly women ' s magazines 

soar ed , f ewer and f ewer of the s e  were e i ther pub l i s h ed or 

edi t ed by women . Women ' s  p er i o di cal s had suddent l y  become 

6 1  
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big busine s s , thus making this part icul ar l i t erary :field 

both at tractive and r esp ectable :for men with ambit ion . 

Edward Bok not e(l in UF) O t h ; 1 t " •m ( � ;.c.-un in <\ t i on o f  

sub s cript ion l i s t s  o £  magaz i n e s s h o w e d  s e vc! n - e i gh t h s  o f  
69 

th e sub s cr ib er s  to b e  women . 1 1 Numerous exp l anat ions 

were offered for this fact , but Mr s .  Bel va A .  Lockwood ( a  

pres ident i al candidate twice nominat ed b y  t h e  Equal 

Rights  Party ) exp l ained i t  thus : "The em;:--'n cipat ed wom<An 

want ed to r ead about the worl d  she now l i ved and worked 

. 1 1
7 0 

1n . 

· under Bok ' s  edi torship the Ladi es Home Journal 

thrived ; Morris Phi l l ip s  edit Prl i l rJm <:_ J r,l�-�_;.:_� wi t h  '-.; r , m k  

success  wh i l e  Char l es Dwyer h(� Cid(::!d l � u t  t c.: r  i c k Comp<.UJy ' s 

popul ar Del ineator . Cl arke W .  Bryan is sued the first Goo d 

Hous ekeeping from Holyoke , Mas sachu s et t s  in 1885 and 

Frank A .  Mun s ey backed a mediocr e pub l i c at ion ent it l ed the 

Pur i tan : A Journal f or Gent l ewomen ( 18 9 7 - 1 9 07 ) .  

Arthur Cappe r  edi t ed the very s uccessful Hou s e-

hold Magazine soon aft er Karl Edwin Harr iman (who woul d  

l at er b ecome editor o f  Redbook Magazine )  began h i s  t erm of 

office as as sociat e  editor of the P i l grim ( 18 99 -1 9 07 ) . 

Th e mo st exc ep t ional succ ess  storie s , however , 

centered around McCal l ' s  and Co smopo l i tan . Frances M .  
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Ben son was editor o f  the Queen of Fashion when James H .  

O t t l ey took over the McCal l  Company in 1893 ; three years 

lat er she yielded t o  a newcomer , Mis s  E .  B .  Cl app , and 

the fashion hous e ' s pub l ication b ecame known as  McCal l ' s  

Magazine :  The Queen o f  Fashion . Under Mis s  C l app ' s  r ei gn 

circu l at ion r eached 1 00 , 000 in 1899 , doubl e d  dur ing the 

next two y ears and r o s e  to one mil l ion in 1 9 08 . Dress 

p at t erns sti l l  abounded in the book , but Mis s  Clapp intro ­

duced modern t ypo graphy and p age l ayout and added art icl es 

and short fiction as wel l  as a bonus of 1 1tWo · b i g  fashion 

plates in each numb er , produced in bri l liant chromo l i tho g-

71  
raphy . 1 1 

Co smopolitan , on the other hand , was begun with 

the woman in mind bu t s oon gained general r eco gnition and 

readership as a l i t erary p eriodical . In Vo lume 1 ,  Number 

1 ,  i s sued in March 1886 , Cosmopo l itan ' s  founder , Paul J .  

Sch l icht , des cribed the new mont hly as "a first -class 

fami l y  magazine . . .  Th ere wil l  b e  a department devo t ed ex-

elus ively t o  the inter es t s  of women , wi th arti c l es on 

fashions , on hous eho l d  decorat ion , on cooking ,  an d the 

care and management of chi ldren , et c . 1 1 However , under the 

editorship o f  Frank P .  Smith ,  the publi cation was chi ef l y  

devo t ed t o  the wo rks of popul ar authors o f  the day ; in 

1 912 Co smo was purchas ed by Wi l l iam Rando lph Hear s t  and 



the magazine immediately t o o k  on a mo re s ensat ional tone - - ' 

;hhl in<J muc krakin g and general interest ar ticles  to  its 

n'pcr toire . 7 2 In the 1 9 ':> 0 1 s t h e  maga.zine went into a 

s l ump :from which many p redi c t ed it might never r ecover - -

it t ook a flamboyant l y  innovat ive new 1 1 edi t r es s ' ' Hel en 

Gur l ey Brown t o  turn it around--but mor e  about that l at er . 

Women 1 s Clubs 

The emer gin g f eminine s elf - cons ciousness mirror ed 

in this sudden weal th of women ' s  magazines was also  re­

flected in a gr eat gr ound swel l of women ' s  club s  across  

the country .  Her etofore , women had general l y  sought no 

great er contact with one another than the ran dom associa­

tion provided by church and social activi t ie s ; they l eft 

1 1or ganized interests 1 1  to the men . However , jus t abou t the 

time that J enni e  June was campaigning for the format ion 

of the Soro s i s  Club ( 18 6 8 ) , o ther American women were 

beginning to glimp s e  the po tent ial b enefits  o£ such o r ­

ganizations - - and womeh j ournal i s t s  l e d  the way with a 

sudden spatt ering of special int erest groups throughout 

the country . 

Mrs . Emil y  Br i ggs , known t o  the Washin gton Press 

Co rp s as 1 10l i vi a , 1 1 founded the Woman ' s  National Pr ess  

As soc i at ion in 1882 . 73 
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Sall y  Joy , of the Bo s t on Heral d ,  and a Vermont 

repor t er , Hel en Wins l ow , who s e  by-line app ear ed in the 

Tr an s cript , t he Beacon , the Heral d ,  and the Glob e , or ­

ganized the New Engl and Woman ' s  Pr ess Associat ion in 

1 8 8 5 . 74 

When J enni e  June , Fanny Fern , Kat e Fiel d  and Alice 

Cary organi zed first the Woman ' s  Press  Club in 1 889 , then 

a nat ional associat ion known as the General Federation of 

Women ' s  Club s  in 1 8 9 0 ,  H el en Wins l ow was an enthu s iastic 

support er . I t  was H e l en who pub lished and edi t ed the 

first r eal l y  successful woman ' s  c lub " hous e  or gan , "  C lub 

Woman , created in 1 8 9 5 . 7 5 
V.tr s .  Eliza "Pearl River s "  

N icho l son , pub l isher o f  the New Orl eans Daily Picayune ,  

s erved as the fir st  president of the Women ' s  Int ernat ional 

Press As soci at ion , formed in 1 8 8 5 . 76 

Out Wes t , Mr s .  I sabe l  Worr el l Bal l , a p ioneer 

woman j ournal ist , forme d  the Wes t ern Authors and Art ists  

Club in  Kansas Ci ty in  1885 . Mr s .  Bal l ,  born in  I l l inoi s , 

was a t eacher by p rofess ion , but wh en her husband moved 

h is family to  New Mexico she p es t er ed the editor of the 

Albuquerqu e Journal into giving her a j ob .  From 1 8 8 1  to 

1 883 , when the family moved t o  Kansas City , Mr s .  Bal l  

earned her r eportorial s trip es by covering everything 

6 5  



:from Indian raids rt o b l i z zards - -all  the whil e  dodging 

bu l l ets  and the danger s o f  rovi n g  wo lf pack s . In Kansas 

she exch anged h er sadd l e  ho r s e  fo r a carriage and b ecame 

edi tor o:f the Chrono s cope , then moved briefly to  the 

Daily Commonwealth and Kansas City Time s , and :final l y  

covered the Washin gton Press  Gal l ery for the Kansas City 

Star in 1891 .
77 

WAR CORRESPONDENTS 

Grace Greenwo od ' s chat ty mis sives :from Europ e  

b ecame a popular newspaper st yl e i n  t h e  l at e  1 8 00 ' s .  

Henry J .  Raymond , edi�or of the New York Times , s ent 

Nancy Johnson to Europ e in 1 8 57 as a t ravel ing corr espon-

dent an d Times r eader s avidly :fol lowed " Minnie Myrt l e ' s " 

4ccount s of Europ ean social l if e . 

Raymond first  though t  of hiring Nancy when he 

r ead her Letter s  :from � Sickroom , p enned whi l e  she was 

r ecup eratin g from the amput at ion of one o f  her l egs . 

Nancy dedicat ed her b ook , � Myr t l e  Wreath , to the Times 

e ditor . 

Another popul ar European correspondent was Laura 

Catherine Redden , from Maryland , who wrot e  for the Times 

s oon aft er Nancy J ohn son ' s  return to Amer ica . Laura also 

wro t e  for the St . Lou is Repub l ican and the New � Mail . 
- - · - --· -
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Her dispa tches from the Congre s sional Pres s Gal l ery durin g .  

the Civi l War wer e enj oyed by man y who had no idea that 
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"Howard Glyndon" was a woman . Mis s  Redden ' s  j ournal i s -

tic achi evement s , though impressive , were almost  s econdary · 

to her p er sonal victory o ver phys i cal handi cap s . Spinal 

meningitis  l eft her dea£ and dumb at an ear ly age and i t  

was not unt il her return £rom Europe i n  1868 , when she 

studied with Al exander Graham B el l , that she l earne d  t o  

speak once mor e .  She married Edward w .  S ear ing in 1 876 

and gave up her newsp aper car eer to t ravel with h im to the 

healthier c limate o£ Cal ifo rnia .  

Whi l e  thes e l ady corr e sponden t s  were wel l r ead and 

wel l recei ved abroad , none l aid c l aim t o  pioneer ing the 

pol it ical and war coverage whi ch wou l d  l at er charact eri z e  

the g l amorous "war corr espondents "  o£ £act and fiction . 

There is  s ome di sput e over whi ch woman own s  the 

honor of b ein g the .fir s t  true Amer ican war correspondent 

of her s ex .  St ephen Crane ' s  wif e , Cora , has b een nomi -

nat ed on the b as i s  o£ three artic l e s  which she p enned for 

th e New Ydr k  Journal r egardin g the Span ish Amer ican con ­

f l ic t . 7 9  This  claim i s  di s c ount ed by some , however , b e -

cau s e  Co ra Crane "was n o t  a p rofessional j ournal i s t  and • • •  

another woman , Har r i et Boyd , a volunt e er nurs e in the war , 

al s o  wro t e  sto ries for the Journal , one about her nursing 

67 

I 

. I 



training on Apr il 2 5 , 1 8 97 , an d one abou t th e -fi ghting 

on May 5 ,  1897 . "
8 0  

Actually t h e  front -runnin g candi dat e f o r  this 

honor comes from a much ear l i er era .  Margaret Fu l l er ,  

who wro t e  fo r the N ew Yor k  Tribune , r eported on Louis 

Napol eon ' s  s i e ge of Rome in 1 849 . 

Margar et Ful l er i s  probab l y  more p roperly c l as s i -

. 

. fied a l i terary f i gure than a j ournal ist ; h er poetry and 

p ro s e  i s  ranked amon g  the b est  effort s of such notab l e  

cont empo raries a s  Car l y l e , Emer son , and her arch -rival 

Longfel low .  Yet i t  was Mar gar et ' s  p reeminence in this 

group which b rought h er the edi tor ship of the Tran• 

s c endentali s t s ' quar t er l y  pub l i cat ion , the Dial - -and it  

was h er sparkl in g wri t in g  in the Dial wh i ch prompted 

Horace Greel ey t o  offer h er a position on the staff of his 

New York Tribune .  

Margaret j oined the Tribune as l i t erary editor in 

1 844 , irkin g and del i ghting the fus s y  Mr .  Gre el ey with 

frequent l y  tardy deli very o f  excel l ent copy . Lat er , he  

ranked th e f o l l owin g essays , as  among the most important 

of h er contr ibutions to th e Tribune :  "Thomas Hoo d , "  

"Edgar A .  Po e , " " Capital Punishment , "  " Cassius M .  Clay , " 

"New Year ' s  Day , "  "Chris tmas , "  " Than ks gi ving , "  "St . 

Val entine ' s , "  "Fourth of July , "  " The First of August "  
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. .  --- . .. - . ----- ·· ···----------- .. 1 

( commemorating the anniversary of s l ave -emancipat ion in 

th e Br i t i sh West Indi�s ) .
8 1  

Fol l owin g th e fad of the  day Margar et c;ai l ed for 

Europe in 1 846 , ea ger to meet tho s e  who s e  works she had 

so f earl ess l y  r eviewed . And she did meet them--the 

Brownings , Wordsworth , DeQuincey , Geor ge Sand , Rachel , 

Mazzini , Carl yl e - -and , an obs cure Ital ian nob l eman as 

wel l . Margaret became the Marchessa Gio vanni Angel o 

82 
Oss o l i  in Decemb er 1 848 and fol l owed with int ens e  in -

t erest the mil it ar y  and pol it ical contest s being waged 

wi thin h er husband ' s  homeland . 

Margaret ' s  dispatches traced the downfal l of the 

r epub l ican caus e an d wh en Fr ench troops march ed into 

Rome , the Marchessa f l ed wi th her husband and young son . 

The ship on whi ch t h ey were t ravel ing to  Amer ica was 

wrecked on Fire I s l and b each in 1850 and all  aboard were 

lost . 

Perh aps the fir s t  f emal e forei gn corresponden t t o  

draw not i c e  and comment from her mal e  count erpar t s , 

however , was Anna Benj amin , wri t in g  fo r Les l ie ' s  on the 

Phil ippine uprising a gains t  the Unit ed Stat es in 1 8 99 . 

James Creelman , co rresponden t for the New· York Jour nal 

comment ed :  

i 
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- · · ··---- ------ - -�------- - --------

Time was wh en the war corresponden�--- ���----- ---
---

-� 
only men t o  cont end agains t ,  men - - and c ensor s . l 
The adventurous s cout of the Pres s cou l d  swing 111 hims elf into th e saddle and ride on the rim of 
g :reat event s with a l igh t h eart , knowing the ,I_ ways and weaknes s es of  th e mal e intel lect . But 
with the advent o £  woman came sorrow . The 
swish o £  the j ournal i s t ic p ett i coat on the edge 
of the mil itary camp meant the hidden l eaking 
of news . . •  f�'o r a woman , wh t'n sh e ci\nn o t  dr i:l. q  forth 
the s ecrets of <• n <u� my by s t c (  ' I I <  rt l l , w i I .  1 m. \ 1( (  • i \  

s l y  ho l e  in S O illP 1111 � n ' s  d i : ; c r e t i o n ,  a 1 1 d  t i l t' new� ;  
wi l l  run out o f  i t s c l c . B:> 

Whi l e  Fanny B .  �' r epresentin g the New O:c l (�<m s  

Pi cayune , was actual l y  i n  Cuba i n  1 8 98 an d covered the 

Maine exp l o s ion , t hree o th er l adie s  are actual ly credi t ed 

wi th cover ing the Spanish American conf l ict : Mis s  

B enj amin for Lesl ie ' s ,  Mrs . Kathleen B l ake Watkins , for 

the Toronto Mail and Express , and Mr s .  Katherine Whit e ,  

of the Chi cago Recor d .  Nev e r th el ess , one important dis -

t in ct ion s eparat ed Mi s s  Benj amin ' s  r eport ing effort s  from 

tho s e  of her col l eague s . Mr s .  Watkins an d Mrs . White 

special i z ed , � la mode , in the "woman ' s  an gl e"  whi l e  Mi s s  

Benj amin ' s disp at ches cou l d  b e  interchanged imperceptibly 

with copy b ein g s en·t by the s eason ed Mr .  Cr eelman for 

example . 

Mrs .  Wat kins , " in the sob - s is t er convent ion of the 

t ime,  arran ged a r eunion b etween a mai d  workin g in the 

hot el who had fo l lowed her h u sband to Ta.'llpa and wrot e  a 

t ear s and sunshine story on their meet in g or des cribed the 
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l ife of the women with th e Cuban exil es . 1 1 84 Mr s .  Wh it e ,  I 
meanwhil e ,  "had j oined the staff of the Red Cro s s  and I 
s erved on Cl ara Bar ton ' s  r el ief ship the ' State of Texas , '  

ori ginal l y  chartered to take food,  c lothing and medi cal 

suppl ies to the starving Cubans b efor e  the war . Her 

art i cl es deal t mo stly  with h eal th p rob l ems and l at er with 

th e care of the wounded and s i ck in the ho sp it al s . "
85  

Ann a Benj amin , on the other hand , wro t e  from a 

man ' s  point of vi ew - -at l eas t from what was traditionally 

considered a man ' s  point of view .  She wrot e crit ical ly 

and int el l i gent ly on what she saw and she was a k een ob -

s erver wherever she went . She cover ed preparations for 

the Cuban invas ion from Tampa and Key Wes t in Flori da , 

and prep ar ed t o  fol low the exp edit ion t o  Sant iago . 

When Brit i sh correspondent Char l e s  E .  Hands asked 

if she hoped to  fo l l ow the American forces to Cub a ,  she 

r ep l i ed : " Oh yes . I know what you think . You think it  

r i di culous my b ein g here , you are l aughing at me wanting 

to  go that ' s  the wo r s t  of b ein g a woman . But jus t let me 

t el l  you . I ' m go ing throu gh t o  Cuba , and not al l the o± d 

86 
general s in the army are going to stop me . "  

At l east one o l d  general --General Wil l iam R .  

Shaft er o f  the Fifth Army Corp s - - did indeed try t o  stop 

her . But Anna , undaunt ed , begg ed passage on a coal s cow 
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headed for Sant iago and not only accompl i sh ed her goal 

bu t b eat out many of her compet itors by s ending back some 

of th e first dispatches chronicl ing the defeat of Spanish 

forces . 

Anna ' s  first important s tory from this theat er o.f 

war was cri ti cal of the army , it  was t i t l ed ,  " The Truth 

. About Army Rat ions . "  Another of h er p ie ces t ook to task 

th e famous Rough Rider s group , commanded by Colonel 

Leo nard Woo d  and Lieu t enant Col onel Theodore Roos evel t . 

In t ruth th ey did make so  fr ee with every­
thing that they came acro s s  on the way down that 
their fame sp read b efore th em ,  and when th ey 
r each ed Tampa , Co lone l  Wood was gr eet ed 1¥i th a 
p et i t ion from Tampa citizens r equestin g  him to  
keep the Terro r s  ( Tgddy ' s Terro r s ) within camp 
grounds and he did .  7 . 

Anna was j u s t  twenty-thr ee when she went t o  war . 

The Nevv York Tr ibune des cr ib ed her as " sl ight and girl ish 

in appearance , "88 a decep t i vely innocent covering for an 

adventurous soul . Aft er the Sp anish -American War and the 

Phi l ippine insurrect ion , Anna t rave l ed to Jap an and China 

( e scap in g  on the eve of the Boxer Reb el l ion which b rought 

to a quick end the l ive s  of many for ei gners vi s i t in g  in 

that p ar t  of the wo rld ) . Next , sh e rode alone the brand 

new Trans -Siberian Rail road .from Siberia t o  Mos cow ,  then 

went on to Paris . Her r epo rt s ,  s en t  b ack to  Lesl ie ' s ,  

th e New Yor k Tribune , Ou tloo k , and the At lant i c  Monthl�, 



were factual and conci s e .  

Unl ike her con tempo rary Nel l i e  Bly , Anna Benj amin 

· foreswo r e  the t emp tat ion t o  include hers elf' as par t  of' any 

news story . Though she was fr equent ly th e only woman 

within mi l es of' the confl ict s she chronicl ed ,  her r eader s 

wer e given no inkl ing of this : 

• • •  h er news articl es did not dramat i z e  her 
own exploit s . Her mo st cxc itin<J exp eri ence came 
on Sep t . 22 wh en she was under heavy :f i r e  wh en 
r eb el s  wrecked a train running from Manil a north 
to Dagupan . The first  news repor t s  o·f the att ack · 

in Amer ican p ap er s  on S ep t . 23 sai d that aft er 
derail in g  the cars the r ebels fired on the t rain 
from b a.11boo thicket s along the t rack , kil l in g  two 
u. S .  s o l diers and woundin g f ive . Mis s  Benj amin ' s  
l e t t er s  gave comp l et e  detail s about her trip , and 
describ ed the c ountrys ide and the p eopl e  but said 
nothing about the raid by r eb el s . Her presence 
durin g the attack was brou ght out in an int erview 
aft er she had c omp l et ed h er t rip around the wor l d .  

I had b een i n  Manil a s o  lon g  that I fel t I 
shou l d  a l s o  know s omethin g of the i s l ands at  the 
north , s o  I det ermined t o  boar d  a t rain going t o  
Dagupan a t  th e end of t h e  l ine ( 13 0  mil es ) ,  and 
carryin g s o l di er s  and supp l i es .  The train was a 
t iny and anci ent affair and I t ook my p lace in 
the officer ' s  car.. I was t he only woman ther e ,  
and r ather exp ect ed t o  b e  put of'£ , but I go t 
through the l ines . The t rain was wrecked by in ­
surgen t s  and I was forced t o  make part of the 
trip in army wagons , burned f l at car s ,  and catt l e  
car s . But i t  was a great exp erience and I don ' t  
r egret i t . 89 

Mis s  Benj amin ' s  l ife was crammed ful l of such 

exper iences ; she marched b o l dl y  where no woman had dreamed 

of goin g before . She t arried in her que s t  for adventur e 
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only once : She s topp ed br ief l y  in France to vi s i t  her 

s i s t er at Chat eau de l a  Lande , Vi l l iers -su r -Marne and to 

begin wo rk on a book- -the b ook and her l ife were su ddenly 

cu t shor t , for there she died of a tumor on January 22 , 

9 0  
1902 ,  a t  th e age of twent y-s even . 
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CHAPTER IV 

STUNT WOMEN : 1 89 0 -1900 

A round 1 8 9 0  two pheno;nena comb ined to forge a new 

era for the l ady j ournal ist . The fir s t  was th e l ady her ­

s el f . Up unt il  thi s  t ime , exc ep t  for tho s e  unusual women 

ment ioned in the for e going s ect ion , the vast  majority of 

f emal e newsp ap er contributors were simply " l et t er wri t er s . H  

These women , oft en from weal thy fami l ie s , toured North 

America and Eur.op e ,  s ending back a deluge of letter s  for 

th e  edifi cat ion of the folks back home . These mis s i ves 

described in the elaborat e ,  flowery Victorian vein of the 

day , the places , customs and p eopl e they encount ered . 

A s  the turn of the c en tury crep t  clos er , however , 

editors found thems el ves fa ced with a new and inexp l i cabl e  

b r eed of f emal e - -the "working girl . "  Par t i cul arl y  in New 

York ,  a n ew generation of women were everywhere in evi ­

denc e ; by choice  o r  necessity , thes e l adi es were in pur ­

suit of a l i ving , and many s aw i n  news wri ting an occupa ­

t ion p ecu l iar l y  su i t ed t o  their interests and abilit i es . 

Some editors dismi s s ed them out o f  han.d ; others were 

wi l l ing t o  emp loy them ,  but wonder ed vaguely just  how t o  
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The answer t o  this dil emma was , in p ar t , p rovided 

by Wil l iam Randol ph Hear s t . Ear ly in the 1 89 0 ' s , Mr .  

Hear s t  decided t o  invade th e New York newspap er fiel d ,  

1 buil ding up the fail in g  J ournal t o  comp et e  with Mr . 
! 
I· 

I I i 
i i 

Pul it z er ' s  Wor l d .  Both pub l i sh er s  went i n  heavil y  for 

s ensat ional ism , and their edi tors wer e quick to  r ealize 

th a·t th@ s impl e  addi t ion o f  a gir l  r epor t er t o  a story 

coul d add spice to an otherwis e humdrum event . 

Soon thes e 1 1yel low j ournal i s t s "  p erfec t ed a brand 

new r ecip e  for incr eas ing readership ; us ing the newswoman 

a s  the key ingr edient , they whippe d  up el aborat e ,  toot h -

some conco ct ions around h er - -al l des igned t o  whet the 

pub l i c ' s  appet i t e  for even more s ensational ism . Thus , the 

1 1 s tunt 11  era was b o rn . 

Whi l e  many mal e  r eport er s  added gr eat l y  to  the 

fine art of the trump ed-up n ews event , thes e out l andish 
/ 

b ids for the r eader ' s  at t en t ion - - cr eat ed t o  amus e ,  ent er -

t ain and f l abb er gast - -offer ed the woman r eport er the 

chance she had b een s eeking . 

The girl mo st c lo s el y  ident ified with this era was 

an ente:=prisin g  young lady from P ennsyl vania named 

El izabeth Cochran e who s e  p en name was Ne llie Bly . Wor l d  

i 
editor John A .  Cockeril l ' s  biographer , Homer Kin g , provides, 

8 



an int er esting p icture of th e mal e domain int o which Mis s  

Cochrane thrust herself : 

Prior t o  the invas ion of a pint -si zed ,  
hazel -eyed , auburn-haired gir l o f  twent y ,  the 
Wo r l d  newsr oom was a s t rongho l d  o f  toug� proud 
masculinity , i t s  at mo sphere polluted by ci gar 
smoke and p rofanit y .  P l aced strat egical ly among 
th e desks , chai r s , was t ebasket s ,  and l i t t er ed 
pap ers were bras s cusp idors that occasional ly 
provo ked t es ts  of markmanship . The mis s es added 
nothing to the cleanl iness of the room . A decent 
girl  had t o  b e  a l i tt l e  mad just  to show up . 
The prevai l in g  view was that r e sp ectable  gi rl s 
s t ay ed home unt i l they were marr ied,  or fai l in g  
to  snar e  hu sbands they coul d t each o r  take up 
nurs in g .  Ther e had b een stirrin gs o f  di s cont ent 
in f eminine circles but troub l e  maker s l ike 
Sus an B .  Anthony , Belva Lockwo od , and El izab eth 
Cady Stanton wer e not to be t aken s eriou s l y . 
Womanhood was nobl e  as  l ong as home ties  h el d  
it  i n  check .  I £  such bonds gave way , in the 
orthodox mal e  vi ew ,  the who l e  fabric of society 
cou ld b e  ripped to  shreds . Thi s  mean t ,  of 
cours e ,  that hiring women to g� thcr news was 
s impl y  out of the que s t ion . 1 

Despite  the p r evai l in g  convent ion , Col . Cocker i l l  

was so  impre s s ed with Mis s  Ely ' s  l if e-and-death earnes t -

ness that h e  prompt l y  gave h er a j ob . 

During h er t enure wit h the Wor l d ,  Nel l ie handl ed 

hundreds of stories but in 1889 she made h eadl ines and 

history when , at age twent y-two , she circumnavigat ed the 

glob e fast er than the f anciful r ecord of ei ghty day s  s et 

b y  Jul e s  Verne ' s  Ph il eas Fog9 ·- - sh e  cir c l ed the wor l d  1n 

s eventy-two days , s ix hour s an d el even minut es . 



On November 1 4 ,  1 8 8 9 , the Wor l d  carri ed t his smal l 

story on page one : 

On £our day ' s  no t i c e  1V1i s s  Bly star t s  out 
with a grips ack for ·th e  Lo 11gest j ourney known to 
mankind--she knows no such wor d  as :f ai l ,  and wil l  
add ano t he r  t o  l1er l i st o f  t riu nphs - - circum­
n avi gat ion o:f the glob e .  The Wor l d  today under ­
t akes , the task o£ turning a dream into a r eal it y . 

With a l l  t h e  mi l l ions now inv es t ed ih methods 
and mo des of communicat ion , int ers t at e  and int er ­
nat ional , the s tory o f  Mi s s  Bly wil l  give a valu ­
abl e  p oint er in enab l ing the r eader to appr eciat e 
thes e avenues o £  int ercour s e  at their ful l value ,  
t o  s ee their meri t s  and their def ect s a�d not e the 
present advanced s t at e of invention in the s e  l ines 
of human effort . 

As a news event it  was not much o f  a story , for , 

despit e h er a ge and s ex ,  the trip s impl y  r equired that 

Mi s s  Bly  s t ick to her s chedul e and make the t ransport 

connect ions which had b een prearranged for her in New York . 

Neverthel es s ,  th e Wo rl d ' s edi to r s  worked hard t o  
j 

dramati ze Nel l i e ' s  :f i r s t -p er son report s ;  :for s eventy -two 

day s , copywrit ers b en ·t their b.cains t o  come up with sui t -

abl e  h eads for Nel l i e ' s  on - going travelogue . Their effort s 

u sual ly r esul ted in such inspiring pro s e  as  "Nell i e  Bly ' s  

Rus h "  or "Ne l l i e  B l y  o n  the Fl y . "  

On tho s e  dreaded o ccas ion s when Nel l i e ' s  copy 

:fail ed to g et through , the men at the Wor l d  s impl y  creat ed 

stori e s , 1 ike " Some o�f the Qu e c:c Thing s  Ne l l i e  B l y  Wil l  

B .-!j .  
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! St il l , toward the end o f  her j ourney , Nel l i e  

II found that sh e had indeed suc ceeded in at trac t in g  att en-j ; t ion . By the time she had traver sed the r equir�d 24, 899 
f i l mil es , she was mobbed at every stop by r epor t er s  and 
l !. wel l -w:i_sher s . 

I The Worl d welcomed h er back on January 25 , 1 8 90 , 

with the ent i re front p age and mos t  o f  the inside pages 

devo t ed to her explo it s ,  l eadi n g  of£ with a s eries  of 

exub erant headl in e s : 

FATHER TI ME OUTDONE ! 

Even Imaginat ion ' s  Record Pal es Before 
the Performance of "Th e  Worl d ' s ' ' 

Globe Cir cl er 

Her time : 72 day s , 6 hr s . ,  11 min . , - sec . 

Thous an ds Che er Thems el ves Hoar s e  
a t  Nel l i e  Bly ' s  Arrival 



Wel come Sal u t e s  i n  N c-w Yor k and Brook lyn 

The Who l e  Cou n t c y i\ <J i ow w L th [tl ·b� n s l' En ­
thus i.:-1 slll 

N el l i e  Bly Tel l s  Her Story 

The mal e r eport er assigned by the Wor l d  to cover 

Nel l i e ' s  r eturn was obviou s l y  t ouched by the solemnity o£ 

the occas ion . He wrot e :  

I t  is :finished.  

Sul l en echo es o:f cannon acros s the gray wat ers 
o:f the b ay and o ver the r oofs and sp ir es o:f three 
cities . 

Peop l e  look at  their wat ches � I t  is only 
4 o ' c lo ck . Thos e  cannot b e  suns et guns . 

Is someone dead? 

Onl y  an o l d  era . And the bo oming yonder at 
the Bat t er y  and Fo rt Gre ene to l l s  i t s  pas s in g  
away . Th e stage-co ach days a r e  ended, and the 
new a ge o£ l i ghtening travel begun . 

And , a.TJli d  a l l  the tumult  wal ks the l i t t l e  
lady , with j u s t  a :foo t  of space between her and 
the madly j oyous mob . Sh e is carrying a l i t t le 
walking s t ick in one h and and with the other 
wa ves h er checker ed l it t l e  £or e -and-a:ft cap , and 
l au ghs merr i l y  as her name is hoarsely  shout ed 
from innumerab l e  throat s . Ten s e  :faces s t ar e  
from t h e  lon g gal l er i e s  that b end ominous l y  be­
neath th eir awful load o f  human ity . The t ops o£  
passenger coaches lying upon the side t racks 
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ar e  b l ack with m en and boys . 

But the l it t l e  gir l  t rips gai l y  al on g .  
Th e circ u i t  o f  the globe i s  b ehind h er . Time 
i s  put to blush . She has brushed away dis ­
t an c e  as if i t  were down . Oceans and continents  
she has  traver s ed .  

Even Jul e s  Verne c ontr ibut ed t o  the pub l i ci t y  o f  

t h e  o c ca sion b y  cab l ing t o  t h e  Wor l d :  " I  never doubt ed 

the suc cess of Nel l i e  Bly . Sh e has proved her intrep i dity 

and courage . Hurrah :for her and :for the dir ector of the 

Wor l d .  Hurrah ! Hurrah ! "  The wel coming commi t t ee , whi ch 

met h er at the dock went even :further , s aying : " Mi s s  Bly 

has done for Ameri can j ournal ism what Stanl ey did :for it 

2 
in 1873 . "  

Actual l y  this was n ei ther th e first  nor the last 

o f  Nel l i e ' s  s tunt s .  She l aunched her s elf as  a prototyp e  

for h er s i s t er s  i n  t h e  j ournal i s t i c  prof ession and h er 

s t y l e  was a s s iduous l y  cop i ed throughout the countr y . 

Nel l i e  "manufactur ed" news wher ever she went ; she 

a s sumed dis �1 i s es , pos ing as  a shop gir l , a lunat i c , a 

b e ggar , a factory wor ker and Salvat ion Army l as s - - she 

would try anything an d everyt hi n g ,  from r i din g in a high -

f lying bal loon t o  desc ending t o  the o cean :floor i n  a new 

diving b el l . 

St il l , there  was mor e  than a l i t t l e  o£ the social 

cru sader in Mis s  E ly ' s charac t er , and mo re than one o f  her 
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l stunt s p aid o f£ in p o s i t i ve I I York ' s  Grand Jury , following up her eX'_t)os e  of the lunatic 

asylum on Bl ackwel l ' s  I s l and,  e gged the state l egislatur e  

into vot ing $3 , 000 , 000 for improvement s t o  that institu -

t ion . Simi l ar l y , when she took on Albany 1 s ' ' l obby king , 
1 1  

Edward R .  Phelp s , she smashed his car e er with a s in gl e  

art icl e which b egan : 

For I ' m a Pirate King ! 
I ' m in the Lobby Ring ! 
Oh � what an uproar ious 
J o l l y  and gloriou s 
B i z  :for a Pirat e Kin g ! 

I was a l obbyist las t week . I went up t o  
Albany to catch a p rofe s sional brib er in t h e  act . 
I did s o . The brib er , l obbyist and boodl er whom 
I ca·u.ght was Mr . Ed Phelp s . I pret ended I want ed 
t o  have him help me kil l a certain b i l l . Mr .  
Phelps was cautious at first  and l oo ked carefully 
into my r ecord ,  He  s at i sfied h ims elf that I was 
honest and t al ked very freel y  for a king • • •  3 

Doz ens of gir l s , anxious t o  l an d  j ob s  on the 1 1big 1 1  

p aper s ,  fol l owed Nel l i e ' s  examp l e , r iskin g  their l ives and 

r eputations on any stunt which might bring public  att en -

t io n . 

Of cou r s e  ther e  were many lady scribes who r e -

fus ed to succumb t o  t h e  s elf -immo l at ion of this era ; their ill,. work app eared mo des t l y  0:1 the women 1 s p ages o:f l e s s  

s ensat ional pub l i cat ions - -their b eat was clothes o r  

cooker y . They r e s ented the stunt gir l s  and one emb i t t er ed 
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co l l eague wrot e  that Nellie had ' 'pro s t itut ed her womanhood 

:for the j s ake of a good s tory . 1 1
4 

Neverthel es s ,  the gir l s  I 
who r i sked all  earned from $5 0  t o  $1 00 a week , whi l e  their l 
more cons er vative count erpar t s  coillroanded only $25 to $ 5 0 - -

5 
i:f they wer e  l ucky enough t o  have j ob s  at al l .  

Two. mor e  of Col onel John Cocker i l l ' s "finds1 1 - -

El i zab eth Jordan and Po l ly Pry - -gained widesp read r ecog -

nit ion a s  r epresentat i ve s  of this s tunt age . 

Mis s  Elizab eth Jordan , born in Milwauke e  in 1 8 67 , 

t rained :fo r  h er Wor l d  rol e on Milwaukee ,  S t . Paul and 

Chi cago papers .  Her work on the Chicago Tr ibune at tracted : 

Co ckeril l ' s  att ent ion and it  was at hi s invitat ion that 

sh e crashed _New York in 189 0 .  I shbel Ros s  des cr ib es her 

arri val : 

She made an impress ion from the fir s t  momen t . 
She had an el aborate wardrob e and lva s  dashing in 
appearanc e ,  and she mana :;;�ed t o  get into the mos t  
inacces sib l e  p l aces . Sh e was never bothered wi th 
minor women ' s  p age ass i gnment s ,  but combined the  
best  :f eatures o:f  the  s tunt age wi th s ound wri t ing . 
She t es t ed the a ccommodations of j ai l s  and asylums , 
rode an en gine c ab , int ervi ewed social leader s , 
and co vered the news of the t own . She t ravel ed 
through the mount ains of Virgin i a  and Tenn es s ee 
on hor s eback , fordin g rivers , climb in g  .forgc�s , 
f orcin g h er way through thick forest , her only 
companion a Negro guide . She vis i t ed a lonely 
mining camp in th e mount ains , in whi ch no woman 
had ever s e t  foot . Armed with a Spanish s t i l et to 
she exp lo red th e camps o f  the raoonshiners and 
did a s eries for t h e  Sunday Wor l d  t hat was copied 

6 --· 

widely .  
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was gl e

-

�:::::::e::��::::� t�T�::::::::� ::r-::s �::::�c e  I 
cour t s , and t enements"  and p rovided the backg1:ound for a I 
book she l at er wro t e  cal l ed Tal es From the CitY- Room . 

In Ap ril 1 892 Mis s  Jordan was appoin t ed ass i s t an t  Sunday 

editor of the Wor l d ,  workin g with Arthur Brisbane . She 

held this post for nine years b e-fore moving on t o  edit 

Harper ' s  Bazaar , but durin g  the first  few weeks she was a 

cons t ant s ource of amazement to  her co -worker s : 

She u s ed t o  b edazzl e the compo sitors by 
showing up in im..'llacu l at e  shir t -wais t s  and s l ing­
ing t ype with an exp erienced hand.  When every­
one el s e  was sweating and in a st ate of col lap s e  
from heat and o verwork , Mi s s  Jordan woul d  look 
co�p l et ely s el f -pos s e s s e d .  At the end of a 
p ar t i cu l arly frenzied n i ght one o f  the editors 
exclaimed fero c iously as h e  wai ted for the el eva ­
tor : ' Good God !  Wnat a j ob .  Can you imagine 
anything wors e? ' 

1 0h yes , 1 l au gh ed Mi s s  Jor dan , waving h er 
dummy pages . 1 To l o s e  it . 1 

Leonel Campbel l ,  who l a·ter adop t ed Po� Pry as her 

� de plume , Cru'lle to  New York just a f ew year s prior to  

Mis s  Jordan . Al s o  unl ike Mi ss  Jordan , Pol l y  had mor e  

going agains t her than for her when she knocked o n  John 

Cocker i l l ' s  door : First she was jus t s event een , she had 

married a r ich Mi s s i s s ipian two years b efor e  and she was 

det ermined to carve out an exci ting career for h er s elf , 

never t o  r eturn to  the dru dgery of hous ewifery . Second , 

'·" _.,._ 
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Cockc-ci l l  h ad no t i n \' i. t �,d h l' t� . 

thus : 

'\ 

"Give you a j ob ?  I ou ght t o  �->p ank you an d �; end 

you home to your husband . 1 1
8 

Inst ead h e  s ent h er to S outh Amer ica , l aunching 

her writin g  career at $6 a week . Pol l y  soon estab l ished 

' hersl£ as  an abl e  r epo r t er and when she met Fred G .  

Bonf i l s  o n  a train t r ip West h e  off er ed her a j ob on the 

Denver Pos t . Pol ly hesit ated;  she wa s both r epel l ed and 

fascinat ed by stories whi ch wer e already c ircul ating about 

Bonfi l s , his p artner Harry H .  Tammen , their raucous gaudy 

pub l icat ion , and the top s y-turvy wor l d  whi ch cent ered 

around th eir offic e ,  known local l y  a s  " The Bucket o£ 

9 
B l oo d . 1 1 Fascinat ion apparen t l y  prevail ed for Pol l y  ac-

cepted Bon£ i l s  1 o££ er and ther eafter iilli1lers ed her s elf in 

the Pos t ' s  crusading sp ir i t . 

It  was Pol ly who carr i ed the Pos t 1 s  bann er in a 

p r i son r eform camp ai gn which u l t imately l ent a certain 

gris l y  val i dity t o  th e name 1 1Bucket o:f B l oo d . 1 1  Polly 

! toured Col or ado 1 s j ai l s  and pris ons and int erviewed numer -

ous inmates as  she gathered mat erial £or a s eries  o£ 

art i cl es aimed at imp rovin g the s t at e ' s  p enal inst itutions . 

On one o£ thes e inside t r ips she met Alfred Packer , a 

9 1  
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j " l if er "  who h ad been convic t ed of cannabil ism- -he 

all eged l y  ate five prosp ectors dur ing the win t er of 1 873 .  

Po l ly convinced h er s elf t h ,>.t Mr . Pac k e r  w; \ s  Ln no -

cent ,
, 

and , with the b acki n g  of her editors ,  she s et out 

to free him - -presenting his appeal dir ect l y  to the pub l i c  

through th e pages o f  t h e  Po s t . Pub l ic int erest and s ym-

p athy was arous ed and ,  with the help of a l awyer named 

w .  w .  Ander son , Mr . Packer was fr eed . However , Mr .  

Anderson was not satisfied wi th a mer e  l egal t riumph - -he 

had b e en l ed t o  hop e ,  h e  l at er t estified,  for a sub -

s t a�t ial monetary r eward from the Pos t  edi tor s .  When it  

was no t forthcoming , h e  vi s i ted their offic e .  Pol l y  was 

present when the couns elor deman ded addi t ional r emunera -

t ion from Bonfil s and Tammen and it was h er s cr eams whi ch 

s t art l ed a p et rified o ffice  s t aff i nto act ion when Mr .  

Anderson pul l ed ou t a p i s to 1 .
1 0  

The l awyer fired,  hitt ing 

B onf i l s  twice  ( one bul l et g:r azing his h ear t ) , and Tammen 

thr ee times , then gJ:app l ed wi th Pol l y  over pos s es s ion 

of the gun . 

" I ' l l ki l l  you , "  h e  s ai d .  

11Go ah ead , "  said Pol l y , guardi n g  t h e  kne el ing 

Tammen behind her voluminous s kirts .  "Th en han g  for 

' t 11 1 1 
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Fortunat ely Mr .  Anderson did not fire a gain and 

sub sequ ently gave hims elf up to the pol ic e . Neverthel e s s , 

aft er thi s ep i sode neither o f  the Po�:; t ' s owners - -both o:f 

whom r ecovered from t he exp erience - -wer e abl e  t o  b ack Mi s s  

Pry ' s  p roj ect s  qui te s o  wholehear t ed L y . Accor ding t o  

Bonf il s and Tammen b iogr apher Gene Fowler : 

Bonfils never entirely forgave Pol ly Pry 
fo r  saving his l ife . She had done s omething for 
him whi ch he had b een unab l e  to do for hims elf . 
He was under an ob l i gat io n ,  a condition abhorr ent 
t o  his s trange , defiant nature . 

He p icked quarrel s wi th her over small mat t er s . 
Final ly he a ccus ed h er of l yin g t o  him . A woman 
who wrestles with a smoking p is t ol - - a  b eautiful 
woman from Virginia - - does  not t ake the l i e  when 
p a s s ed . Nor di d Po lly . She l e ft Bonfil s  and 
p as s ed t o  other l i t erary fiel ds - -a gr eat and t en ­
der character , with coura9e unbounded . 12 

Pol l y  l ef t  the Pos t  in 1 902 t o  pub l ish a sho rt -

l ived p eriodi cal known as  the Pol lz PrY-· Vaguely 

r eminiscen t  of Anne Royal l ' s  Pau l  Pry: , the new pub l i cat ion 

devoted i t s elf chiefly to s cr app in g with the Wes t ern Fed-

eration of Miners and l asted just  two year s . Mis s  Pry 

r esumed her reportin g  car eer , this t ime working for John 

C .  Shaffer at th e Rocky Mount ain New�. 

Another New York Wor l d  repor t er ,  Dorothy Dar e ,  

c laimed to  b e  " th e  f i r s t  woman t o  t ake a sp in through the 

s tr eet s of New Yor k  in a hor seless  c arriag�:: Q "  Acco r ding 

t o  Frank Luther Mot t , "Mis s Dar e ' s  vehicl e at one t ime 

-.· _.,.._ 
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. ---·-·· . . ---- -----·----- --·· · ·· ···-- · - -- -- ----- ---------·- - --------------] I I at tained the dizzy speed of thirty mi l es an hour , but for I , I j I ! the mo st p art p ro ceeded at one ]th ird of that rat e ; it  
i l :final ly b roke down and had to b e  towed to a l i very stab l e , 
l 

but Mi s s  Dar e  h ad had h er ride and wro t e  h er story . 1 1 13 

The s tory app ear ed in the Wor l d  on May 3 ,  1 8 9 6 . 

Meanwhile  in Cal ifo rnia,  Hel en Dare out di d  her 

l ike -named r ival by r iding a lumb er :fl ume in the Sierras 

tied to a l o g ! Helen , born Elizab eth Brough , was a re-

1 port er on Hearst ' s  San Francis co Exa�iner at the time ; 

I 
l she wi l l ingly part i cipat ed in what ever stunts h er editors I I cou l d  dream up and worked success ively :for the San I Francisco Call , Examiner , and Chronicl e .  

A rare handful o :f  l ady j ournal is t s  managed to 

mov e  :forward their career s whil �  r emaining aloo£ :from the 

exp loit ive news s tunt s .  One o:f thes e  worked with Helen 

l Dar e on the San Franci s co Chron ic l e , her name was Mab el 
I --
i I Craft . Mi s s  Craft , a l aw graduate o:f the Univer s ity o:f 
I 

Cal ifornia , was made a s s i s t ant Sunday editor in Novemb er 

1899 ; she was a goo d  r ep o rt er but h er specialty was in­

depth :feature mat erial . Mis s  Craft a:1d Al i c e  Rix , also o£ 

the Chron icl e ,  went to Hawaii  in 1899 to cover its  

annexat ion to the Uni t ed St ates :for the Chronicl e ,  the 

Oakl an d Tr ib-; .. m e , t he N ew Yor k  Sun , and the New York 
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Tr ibune . 

In Bos ton Mr s .  A .  Lin co l n  Bowl e s , better known as 

Na11CV Hanks , took up ·where Cor n e l i a W .  Wa l t e e  l eft off a t  

t he Boston Transcr ip t  a s  rep o r t er and l it erary editor ,  

whil e Lil ian M1iting l abo r ed quietly at  the Boston Travel ­

er b efore earnin g a spot a s  . edito r -in- ch i e f  o£ the Boston 

Budget . 

Another important by - l ine whi ch emerged from this 

era was B eatrice  Fairfax . Thougb Beatrice  never got 

around to p a s s in g  judgment on the ex:urberant ant i c s  of her 

fellow j ournalist s , she was n ever r et i cen t about cxpres s ·­

ing her views on the manner s and moral s o f  th e :n) s t  o (  L 1 1 c  

female p opulat ion . Beatrice  was a columnis t ,  sp ecial i zing 

in l etters from th e lovelorn .  She was the "Dear Abby " o£ 

many p ast g en er at ions , descen ded dir ect l y  from "Ruth 

Ashmor e , , , she was popul ar from th e moment she was born - ­

ful l grown- -in the office o £  t h e  New York Journal in 

August  1 8 98 . 

Arthur Br isbane , managing editor of the J��' 

is credi ted with s iring this phenomenal young l ady . He 

b r ought two l et t er s - -both s eeking advice of a p er sonal 

natur e - -t o  the edi tor of h i s  women ' s  page , Mari e  Manning , 

and asked her if t h ey might provide the basis fo r a 

column o 
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Mi ss Manning r esponck� d  enthusiastical ly that they 

wou l d  and prompt ly creat ed t h e  p s eudonym , "Beat rice" 

( t aken from Dc1.nt e which she happ en ed to be r eading ) ,  and 

"Fairfax , " ( th e  name of the county in Virginia where Mis s  

Manning owned a home ) . 

Neither Mi ss  Manning n o r  her succ es sor Li l i <m 

Lau f er tv ever achi eved anywher e  near the r ecognit ion that 

was h eap ed on their fict ious mouthpiece . For decades 

Beat rice  Fairfax was the nation ' s  chi ef mo ther-confes sor . 

Wh i l e  Nel l i e  Bly raced to  circumnavi gat e the 

globe fas t er than Phi l eas Fogg , another girl report er , 

E l i zabeth Bis l and , sped in th e oppos i t e  dir ect ion com­

petin g  with - Ne ll i e  hers elf . Mi s s  Bi s l and , who s t art ed her 

career with th e New Orl eans Times -Demo crat , was repre­

s enting Co smopo l i t an as she headed we st , hoping · to b eat 

her rival . She l o s t  by four days ( though she did manage 

to  b etter Fogg ' s  imaginary f eat ) and s oon thereaf t er qui t  

her car e er t o  marry �har l e s  w .  Wetmore of Washin gton . 

Neverthel e s s  her at t emp t wa s no t made in vain for her de­

p arture from San Francis co provi ded Winifr ed Bl ack wi th 

h er first b i g  ass i gnment for the  San Fran c i s co Examiner . 

Mrs . Black , al s o  kno·.vn as  Annie Laur i e , might b e  

s een in t h i s  survey as a transit ion al fi gure , f o r  her 

career began in the s ttin t age , bu t she gained the greatest  
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CHAPTER V 

SOB S ISTERS : 1 900-1 9 1 0  

Winifred B lack , who even tual l y  married Charles A .  

Bonfi l s  younger b rother of the Denver Pos t  founder , en -

j oyed a newspape r c ar eer that mi ght wel l arous e the envy 

of even the mos t  experienced o f  today ' s  r eporters . Wri t -

ing for Hears t ' s  San Pranc i s co Examine r , she covered the 

b i gges t news s tories of her day - -from the Gal veston flood 

t o  the San Francisco earthquake . Her very pr es ence at so  

many maj or even ts mi ght have made her a newswor thy figure 

but i t  was the character of her paper ' s  pol i cy and her 

own s ocial convic t ions which pushed her into the national 

l ime l i ght . 

Mi ss Bl ack ' s  career paral l e l ed in many ways the 

prof ess ional l ife of Nel lie Bly . Once she l anded a j ob 

wi th the Examiner , Winif r ed copied Nel l ie ' s  examp l e  and 

p r omptly "fain t ed" in front of a receivin g hospital , 

emer ging four hours l at er with a ful l  expos e of the 

hosp i t al ' s  personnel . 

Annie Laur ie , as she was known primarily in the 

West , was amazin gly r esou rc eful and thorough in her 
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m ver age of ariy ev ent ; her wr i t in g  s t y l e ,  l ike Nel l i e ' s ,  

>Jas f i r s t -p er son and s h e  b r o u gh·t to l i f e  fo r t he. r eader 

the maj o r  pr o t a gon i s t s  in an y conf l i c t . A s  oft en a s  no t ,  

she wa s one o f  t h e  p r o t agon i s t s .  

R ed-hai r ed and s t r i ki n gl y a t t r a ct iv e , Mi s s  B l ac k  

w a s  a cho ru s  gi r l  with a t o·:;. r i n g  t h eat er comp an y  when s h e  

f i r s t  s aw San Fr anc i s co . Sh e had wr i t t en a f ew l et t er s  

wh i ch wer e pub l i s h ed i n  t h e  Chic ago !r ibun'El and o n  t h e  

s t r en gt h  o f  t h e s e s h e  wen t j ob hun t i n g �  

She app ro a ched S am Chamb e r l ain , t h e  Examiner ' s  

aanaging edi to r . The n ewsp ap er man was dub ious about h er 

� a l i f i c at ions but Wini f r ed rarel y f ai l ed to b r i n g a man 

.round to h er p o in t  of v i ew .  Mr .  Chi3.mb er l ai n  was no ex -

. ep t ion ; h e  e ven t oo k  t ime out t o  cr i t iqu e  h er f ir s t  n ews 

t o r y : 

Th i s  i s  a b ad s t or y . Very bad , indeed . We 
do:tl 1 t want fine wr i t i n g  in a new sp ap er . Rememb er 
that . There ' s  a 9:c ipman on the Pow el l  s·t r e et 
l in e - -h e  t akes h i s  c a r  out a t  t hr e e o ' c l oc k  in 
the mo r n in g , an d wh i l e  h e ' s  wai t in g  for t he s i g ­
nal s h e  op ens t h e  mo r n i n g  p ap er . I t ' s  s t il l  w et 
from t h e  p res s , and b y  t h e  l i ght o f  h i s  grip h e  
r ea ds i t . Th ink o £  h im wh e n  you ' r e wr i t in g  a 
s to r y . Don ' t  wr i t e  a s i n g l e  word he c an ' t  under ­
s t and and wou l &1 1 t r ead .

1 

Winifred qu i c k l y  a cqu i r e d  t h e  n e c e s s ar y  kn ack and 

·en t h e  Examiner ' s  f amous own er , Wil l i a ::n Rando lp h  Hear s t , 

c cumb ed t o  h er c h arms . Th ey met , n o t  i n  t h e  n ews r o om ,  
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but in a park wh er e he he lped her to qu i et a barking do g .  

Lat er he welcomed h er into hi s i nner counci l s - -one o£ the 

few women t o  b e  so honored--and ins is t ed that sh e alone 

wri t e  the obituary when hi s mother , Pho eb e  Hear s t , pas s ed 

away . 

Though she i s  p erhaps best r ememb ered by Examin er 

r eaders £or s ent imental human int ere s t  stories such as the · 

" Lit t l e  J im ward" articles  writt en to  aid in rai sing :funds 

2 
£or a chil dr en ' s  hosp ital, Win i fr ed ' s  b eat was l i t era l ly 

the wor l d .  She cover ed ever y t h in g f com natura l  catas-

t rophes t o  f irst l adies ,  and from vi s i t i n g  royal t y  to  t h e  

mos t  s ensat ional cr iminal trial s  o£ her t ime . It  was her 

coverage o:f the Thaw t r ial i n 1 9 07 that earned £or h er the 

dubious t i t l e  o£ " s ob s i s t er . "  

The Thaw t rial was a s ensat ional rap e  case - - i t s  

c entral charac t ers were Eve l yn Thaw and Stanford \IJhit e .  

Evelyn was young and naive , " a  p al e and tremb l in g  chi l d ,11 

whi l e  \�it e  was characteriz ed as  a vi l lainous r i ch man - -

the case h a d  every in gr edient r equired by t h e  s en sat ional 

press o£ th e day and it was p l ay ed for every b i t  of r eader 

int er est they cou l d  f in d .  ( 

By thi s  t ime the fine j ournal i s t i c  art o£ c ap turing 

each h eartb eat and qui ck intake of breath had b e en p er -

fected b y  t h e  l ea?:_�n g  l ad� wri t er s  o:f t h e  t i_1lle ; __ .(g_ur _Q:( 
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them sat at a table in the center of the courtroom taking 

notes. One of their colleagues, Irvin Cobb, ''looking a 

little wearily at the four fine-looking girls who spread 

their sympathy like jam, injected a scornful line into his 

copy about the 'sob sisters. 1 113 The four thus branded 

were Winifred Black, Nixola Greeley-Smith, Dorothy Dix and 

Ada Patterson. 

Nixola Greeley-Smith, the granddaughter of famous 

editor Horace Greeley, was perhaps unfairly classified 

when she was lumped with the sentimental writers of her 

day. Nixola joined the staff of the New York Evening 

World in 1901 and wasted no time in proving her skill as 

an interviewer; in fact, New York was so agog over 

Nixola 1 s artful sketches of its leading citizens that one 

would think the interview a new art form~ 

Perhaps the reason for Nixola's success can best 

be gleaned from an excerpt of a speech which she gave at 

the Waldorf-Astoria. Addressing the Entertainment Club, 

she remarked: 

I describe myself as a cream-colored 
journalist because I prefer the rich cream of 
fancy to the skimmed cream of the baldest fact. 
Some people I know don't like cream in their 
journalism any more than they do in their tea 
and I have no quarrel with them if they prefer 
lemon in both ••• A cream colored journalist is 
one who interviews a distinguished clergyman in 
the morning, stops by the Tombs to obtain the 
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vi e�v s  o f  a condemned murder er , gets a p en 
pic t;ure o f'  a b i g  W2.1. l l  Street man , and then go es 
out of town and get s th e opin ion of a prima 
donna about s ome vi tal s ubj ect and t el eg:caphs it 
in _ fo r  the first  edit ion the fol l owin g morning 
• • •  I£ a man you are i n t er vi ewin g hasn ' t  a p er ­
s onal ity , i t  i s  the correct thing t o  give him one , 
and if he hasn ' t  s ens e, or  tact enough to express  
an opinion , you shoul d  branch out wi th a bril l iant 
ep i g.ram or s ome other p earl o f  thought and wind 
up wi th the qu es t ion , ' Don ' t  you think so ? 1 4 

What ever h er t echnique--b e  it p ersonal charm o r  

outrageous impertinenc e - -Nixo l a  was r enowned £or h er 

ab i l ity t o  capture the sub stance o f  her subj ect . Thedora 

Bean , a r eporter for the New York �' ga ve pub li c  light 

t o  this s ki l l when she quot ed society matron Mary Heaton 

Vor s e : 

I pity th e unwary who are int erviewed by 
Nixol a  Greel ey -Smith . She has the smil e  of a 
happy chi l d ,  t h e  inscrutabil ity of a sphinx ; 
she has wis dom and philosophy , yet b ehind the 
sweet est smil e she hides a dis dain and a bit t er ­
n es s  that in point

5
and scop e  can surpass anything 

I h ave ever known . 

Evelyn Thaw ' s couns el , Delphin Delmas , was in-

t ri gued by the l adiep 1 coverage o£ the trial : 

What strikes me mo st forcibly in the ac­
count s of the Thaw trial is  the p ower of analy­
sis and descr ipt ion di spl ay ed by the women 
wr i t er s  • • •  I woul d  say that th e writ ing o£ Mis s  
Ni xo l a  Gre el ey -Smith i s  a mos t  r emarkab l e  
i l lustrat ion o f  f eminine intui tion brou ght t o  a 
logi cal conc lu s ion . 6 

In the pub lic  mind Joroth:;<: Dix t ook up where 

Beatr i c e  Fairfax l ef t  o ff ;  both play ed advis er t o  the 
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hear·t s ick , but Mi s s  Di x: ,  who se real name is  El i zabeth 

Meriweth er Gi lmer , was a fl esh -and-blood r epo rt er lon g 

b efore she became a lovelorn co lumnis t .  

St ar t in g out on the New Or l ean s  Times -Picayune ,  

under t h e  aegis of Pearl River s , Mis s  Dix covered mo st of 

the "big  news " stories o.f the day . In 1 9 01 she left the 

Picayune to j o in Hear st ' s  N ew York Journal and from th ere 

went to the Phi ladelph i a  Ledger b efore att aching her s elf 

to t he Vfueel er Syndicat e as a column couns elor . 

Mis s  Dix was in her s ixties when she covered the I 1 Thaw trial ; s carcely f i ve feet tall , with sil ver hai r ,  she 

I 
I i I 
I 

I 

l ooked stran gely ou t of p lace among h er mor e  robust con-

t empo raries . 

Ada Patt er son , youngest of the four sob s i s t er s , 

began h er career on the s·t . Lou i s  Repub l ican wher e she was 

known as the "Nel l i e  Bly  o f  the West . "  Though sh e p er -
l 

formed her share o f  stunt s ,  Mis s  Pat terson ' s  real forte  

was crime news ; the New Yor k  Amer ican encouraged her in 

this t al ent and soon her by - l ine was a sure clue to the 

mos t  important or s ensat i o nal cr iminal trials of the day . 

With grandmo ther l y  concer n ,  Doro thy Dix spent a 

port ion o£ her Thaw t r i al sojourn ins truct in g  a .fl edgl in g  

i l lust rator na.rned N e l l  Br inkl ey l n  the intricacies o f  
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t r ial coverage . Mis s  Br inkley , who so l d  h er first  sket ch -

es a t  age thi rteen , was nervous but det ermined t o  make 

good on her first b i g  a s s i gnment for the � YoJ::k Journal . 

She spen t hours wor kin g on sketches o £  Evelyn Thaw , t h e  

jury , judge and t h e  defendant . App arent l y  she need no t 

h ave worried qui t e  s o  much £or i t  seems that h er talent 

was obvious to everyone but Nel l herself . Severa l  years 

l ater she was p er suaded to creat e t he Fluffy Ruggl es girl 

and thereaf t er : 

H er p ictures spread romanc e and glamour over 
the c ountry l ike spun sugar . Her l ovely gir l s , 
her dimp l ed b abies , h er :fi el ds of :fl ower s ,  h er 
f l o ating bubb l es , her young Adonis , became famil iar 
wherever t he Hear s t  syn dicat e f eature appeared.  
She t ook the town b y  storm . The Ne l l  Br inkl ey 
gir l  succeeded the Gibson gir l . She s t arted an 
era of cur l s , dimp l e s  and cut ene s s . Ther e were 
Nel l Br inkl ey hats , b l ou s es and p er:fumes .  Mae 
Murray l aunched the Nel l  Br inkl ey gir l  in a 
Fol l ies s cene , with the chorus in white satin , 
their cos tumes out l ined i n  b l ack . The s ame idea 

t d . p . . 7 was r ep ea e ln a arlslan r evue . 

A l l  this was p r etty h eady s tuff for a girl who 

s t art ed out in Denver with only a vagu e  idea of what 

newspap ering was a l l  about . Ri ght ou t of h i gh s choo l  

Nel l  t imi dl y  appro ached the r ei gning monar chs o£ Denver - -

Mess eu r s  Bon£i l s  and T��en - -and asked i f  they might b e  

abl e to us e o n e  o r  two o f  her sketches . The Post ' s  

managin g editor , Jos iah War d ,  agr eed with the owner s that 

the p aper c ou l d  u s e  some i l lustration to off s et the gau_dy 
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r ed and bl ack head l ines and Nel l  was asked t o  submit some 

s amp l e  sketches . Soon Mis s  Br inkl ey was i l lust rat in g 

editorials  as wel l a s  turning out quick l ikenes s es o f  news 

p ersonal ities . 

Sam Chamb erl ain , who ha.d pro ved such a boon t o  

Winifred B lack ' s  c ar eer , noti ced t h e  Po s t  sketches and 

' ment ioned them to H ear s t . Nell was promp t l y  in vi t ed t o  

New Yor k , workin g  first  f o r  t h e  Journal then devoting h er 

time exc lusively t o  the H ear s t  syndi cat es . 

Though Denver ' s  Bonfil s and Tammen wer e  st i l l  a 

bit f ema l e -shy aft er Pol ly Pry , the shooting spr ee wh:i. ch 

c l imaxed h er career with the Pos t  did not sour them com-

p l etely  on l ady news gather er s ; ln fact , the Denver and 

Kans as C i ty Post ' s  p robab l y  e�p loyed more l adies of the 

press  than any oth er pub l icat ion s of this era .  One o£ the 

mo st p rominent of these was Frances "Pinky "  Wayn e . 

The red-hai red Mrs . Wayne start ed her newsp aper 

, career as societ y  edi tor for the Denver Pos t  and soon ex-

p anded h er activities t o  inc lude drama criticism ( her frark 

r eviews al i enatin g bo th theater owners and advertis er s ) . 

When the s t a ge and social whirl b ecame t oo tame , Pinky 

convinced the  Post mvner s that she had earned a n l ac e  on --- .< 

the p aper ' s  r eport in g sta-f:t: . She covered stri kes and 

p o l it i cs , in t ervi ewed Pres idt�nt s  and murder er s , then mo ved 
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t o  Bonfils ' and Tammen ' s  Kansas Ci ty Po s t  and donned the 

cl oak o f  a r eformer . 

Mr s .  Wayne campaign ed fo r i�1ro ved p s�chiat r i c 

care and a mul ti tude of o ther human i t ar i an cau �-; e s  wh i ch 

earned h er numerou s c ivic commendations and awards .  

A number of Bon£i l s ' and Tamme1! ' s b e s t  r eporters  

di vided their effor t s  b etwee n  the Denver and Kansas Ci ty 

Pos t ' s .  Eli zab eth Kel ly was one of thes e .  

El izab eth s t ar-t ed her career on the Denver Times , 

working out a probat ionary p eriod as  soc i et y  r eport er b e -

fore s h e  was al lowed t o  as sume a r e gu l ar r eporting r ol e .  

Her sp ecial "b eat " b ecame the cL'iminal court s and her 

" sob - s i s t er "  styl e was app l i ed to mo st  of the maj or trials 

in the Po s t  circul at ion ar ea . 

Mal vina Lindsay l anded a j ob on the Kansas City 

Po s t  whil e  she was s t il l  at t ending the Univer sity of 

Mis sour i ' s S cho o l  o f  Journal ism . She wo rked as a general 

r epor t er -phot ographer enj oying to the ful l es t  the free 

ran g e  of assi gnment s a l lowed by the Post . H er city edi -

tor , she r ememb er s , woul d  inst ruct h er dail y  t o  1 1Go out and 

8 
get a f eatur e  story . Each day sh e did just that , poking 

her nos e  into the comical and the criminal , wr i t in g  human 

interest s tories and "hard" n ews . In 1 92 1 , when th e 
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Kansas Ci ty J ournal bough t out the Po s t , she moved east 

to b ecome women ' s  p age editor for the Washingt on Post . 

In Bo s ton , Per is Dw·ight �ah t al ked her way 

int o  a r eporter ' s  j ob on Frank Muns ey ' s  Bo s t on Journal . 

Star t in g  out at nothing-a-week , she worked h er way up t o  

$40 a month , wr itin g sob -type f eature s  and covering a 

variety of n ews b eat s . Later she wro te under the name 

Pho ebe Dwight for the Bo s t on Tr avel l er and f inal ly found 

her nich e  as "Ruth Cameron" a s yndicat ed columnis t . 

Ne l l  Brinkl ey was not the only woman who s e · art is -

t i c  t alen t s  l ed her in·to newsp aper work dur in g  ·this 

decade . Mar guerit e Mar tyn ' s  di st inct ive sketches  enabled 

her t o  hurdl e the formidab l e  ob s t ac l e s  put in her way by 

O l iver Kirby Bovard ,  city edi t o r  of Pul it zer ' s  St . Lou i s  

P o s t  Dispa t ch .  Accordin g t o  Bovar d ' s biogra:;::>h er , James 

Markham , the editor ' s  aver s ion to women on his staff may 

b e  att r ib u t ed to his b as i c  chivalry towar d the fair s ex .  

It  was only fair t o  subj ect women r epor t er s  to 
the same r i go r s  of the j ob as men , but he p er ­
sona l l y  could no t bring h ims elf t o  do it . Two men 
wer e t o  b e  hanged for mur der , and £or some un ­
accountab l e  r ea s o n ,  Bovar d decided that the s tory 
might be more int ere s t ing if wri t t en from a woman ' s  
vie\Vl;>oint . He asked Marguerite Mar tyn to go , and 
she r eluctantly agreed.  On the day of the hanging 
she gath er ed up her copy p ap er ,  penci l s , and hat , 
knowing the bo s s  was wat ching h er but paying no 
at t entio n . It was  an assignment , and she had a 
who l esome r esp ect for o .  K .  Bovard . A f ew minu t es 
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b efor e she was t o  l eave , Bovard cal l ed out , ' Mi s s  
Mar tyn , t ake your hat .  o:ff . Hur d ,  g(�t over t o  the 
cou�ty j ail and cover that hanging .  

Carlos  Hurd went and r epor t ed i t  the worst han ging 

9 
he had ever witnessed.  

Bovard r eluctant l y  emp l oyed at  l east two mor e  _l ady 

wr i t er s ; Ro s e  Mar ion b ecame a cit y - s ide r eporter and 

Mabel Gr een "pe s t er ed Bovard un t i l  he gave her a difficul t 

det ect ive j ob p romising her a news staff pos ition if she 

suc ceeded . Sh e did succ eed- -by finding the mi s s ing 

1 0  
defendant in an al i enation of affec-tions suit o "  A third 

gir l , Lor ene Sguir e ,  also  owed her career t o  O o K . ; Lor ene 

was a photogr apher and h er sp ecialty was wil dl if e  subj ect s .  

Dur ing his r ei gn th e Po s t  Dispat ch ran a number of rota-

gr avure di spl ays of her photoes an d Bovar d "per suaded h er 

t o - make a phot o graphic exp edi tion to his own favorite 

1 1  
hunt ing grounds i n  Sas katchewan . " 

Fo l l owing in the foo t s t ep s  of Nixo ia Gr eel ey-

Smith , Mar gu er i t e  Moo er s  Mar shal l j oined the Sunday Wor l d  

in May 1909 . Like Nixo l a ,  Mis s  Mar shal l was an adept 

int erviewer but unl ike her p redecessor , who di ed b efore 

h er thir ty-n inth b irthday , she was not trapped p er sonal ly 

or profes sional ly in th e sob - s i s t er s ty l e  of her early 

car eer . Like mo st good r eport er s  Mi s s  Mar shall simply 

•.· - -
•.· _ ... - •.· - -
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adj u s t ed her styl e t o  fit the mood of her r eader s and the 

pol icy o f  her paper- - she s t ar t ed as a sob - s i s t er bu t as 

h er audi ence and edit ors demanded gr eat er sophi s t i cat ion 

she provided i t . Dur in g  her long career , Mis s  Mar shal l 

produced an impress ive variety of fine wr iting including 

editorial s , strai ght b eat coverage , ori ginal t rial s , in -

depth f eatures and final ly , in 1 922 , j oined the sta££ o£ 

H ear st ' s  Journal t o  wr i t e  a column t it l ed "Ju s t  Like A 

Woman . "  

Hel en Dar e ,  the der r ing-do - gir l -r eporter o£ log-

r iding fame on the S an Fr ancisco Examiner , showed a 

s imil ar adap t ab i l ity . H er earl y  day s with Hear st wer e 

devo t ed to stunt s - -the wi l der the b et t er - -but her car eer 

. r eached a turnin g po int in 1906 when she was first on 

the s c ene with r eports  about the San Fr anci s co earthquake : 

• • •  sh e put across  a neat piec e  o£ work on 
thi s occas ion by s en ding through the first de­
t ai l ed story o£ the disast er . She star t ed out 
£o r San Jos e ,  l ooking :Eor a t el egraph o.f£ice 
that  was s t i l l  intact . But th e wir es were down 
ther e ,  j ust as they wer e in San Fr ancis co and 
Oakland . So she detoured through the San Joaquin 
Va l l ey t o  Stockt on , knowing that she had the 
story o£ a cent ury , desp erat e to get i t  on the 
wi r e . At Stockt on the t el egraph offic e was about 
to clo s e .  But she happen ed to �now the opera­
tor . She had onc e done him a s ervice , so she 
dr agooned him into act ion � The o.f£ice stayed 
op en . She managed to f i l e  4, 000 wor ds o£ graph­
ic copy b efore this wire p e t er ed out t oo . I t  
was the fir s t  coher ent eye -wi tness story o f  the 
ear thqu ake t o  reach the out s ide wor l d . 12 
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Therea-ft er she d(�vot ed mo s t  of her ener gies t o  

covering soc ial r e:form movement s  and even t s . 

Another Cal i-fo rnia gir l , Soph i e  Tr eadwel l ,  uphel d 

the sob s i s t er tradit ion by wri t in g  per sonal i zed s erial s . 

H er best known appeared in the S an Franci s co Bu l l etin ; 

it was cal led "An Out ca st at the Chr i s t ian Door . "  In­

sp ir ed by h er editor , Fr emont Older , Sophie dress ed as a 

' "fal l en woman" and went door t o  door t o  the city 1 s leadin g 

Chr i s t i an churches and inst i tut ions . " Sh e  was given a 

meal , advice , prayer , c ondemning looks , r eque s t s  to depart 

- - everything but a chance t o  make a l iving . 1 1 1
3 

In the Middl e Wes t  Winona Wi lcox Payne , daughter 

of the Cleve l and Press  editorial wri t er J ohn Wilcox , be­

gan her newsp ape r  c ar eer in 1905 when sob - s i s t er ing was 

at its hei ght . Yet , Winona ' s  work on the P enny Pr ess £rom 

the very f i r s t  was dazzingly int erpr et i ve and logical ; she 

wro t e  out o.f' a deep under s t andin g and symp athy with the 

Pro g1:- e s s i ve Movement whi ch was then sweep ing the country 

and ,  as p ar t  of thi s ,  she heral ded ano ther movement - -as 

y et unpopu lar - - ca l l ing for woman suffra ge . 

1 
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CHAFIEl{ VI 

SUFFfU \GETTES : 1 91 0 - 1 920 

Fr o� the b eginning o£ this survey in 1 69 6  t o  

about 1 89 0 ,  women ' s  rol e  in newspapering- -and i n  mo st 

other l ines of endeavo r s ave t eachin g and nur sing--re-

mained fairly s tatic . Women wer e a rarity in the new s -

roo.::n ;  tho s e  whos e  ener gy , ab ility , ambition and ent hu siasm 

earned them a place ip the for egoin g s ect ions of this 

s tudy wer e the exc ep ti on rather than th e rul e in A..'llerican 

l ife . However , in 1 89 0  the situat ion was b e ginning to 

chan ge .  

"The Era of Women has dawned , " proclaimed Arena 

magazine in 1 8 9 1 , "bearing the unmis takab l e  prophecy of a 

far hi gher civi l izat ion than humani ty has ever known b e -

1 
fore . 1 1 

By 1 9 1 0  "women ' s r i gh t s "  had become , if not a 

popul ar caus e ,  at l ea s t  a fr equent top ic of dis cus sion . 

A s  po int ed out p r eviously , newswomen had long b een in the 

van guard of thi s  movement , both as organ izers and sym-

p athizers ; they formed club s  and f o s t ered new pub l i cat ions , 

dea l i n g  with everything .from fashion t o  social reform , 
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but a l l  with on e under lying theme- -the onene s s  of woman ­

kind . 

Some of the mo s t  out s tandin g of the s e  earl y  

femini s t s  have alr eady b een deal t wi th i n  this survey : 

Jane Grey Swi s shelm carr i ed the women ' s  banner into the 

Cong.r e s sional Pres s Gal l ery , whi l e  Kat e Fiel d ,  J ennie 

June and Grace Gr eenwood strove t o  awaken their " si s t ers" 

t o  the l at ent pot ential within their. own l ives . 

Mr s . Mab el Pot t er Dag<;�et t ,  who worked on the 

Phi l adelphia North American and the New York Worl d ear ly 

in her career , was one of the first  newswomen t o  adopt the 

l ab e l  ' ' suffragi s t . "  As associat e  edi tor f i r st of 

Hampt on 1 s Maaa.zine , t h en the Del ineator , Mr s .  Daggett 

u s ed thes e  magazines as vehic l es to pr e s ent the suffrage 

p l atform wh en ever the opportunit y aro s e .  

The sob s i s t er s  Winifred Black , Ada Pat t er son , 

Do rothy Dix and Nixo l a  Gre el ey -Smith , one and a l l , l ent 

their talent and support to the caus e of expanded op ­

portunit ie s  for women . Nell  Br inkley , the i l lus trator , 

and Mar guer i t e  Marsha l l  did the s ame . S t i l l , mos t  of  

these l adi es of  the p re s s , desp i t e  a natural p r ej u di c e  on 

b ehalf of their own s ex ,  maint ained a r eport er ' s  ob � 

j e ct ivi ty wh en dea l i n g  with the s e  sub j e ct s  in p rint . Re­

sponding to Mr s .  O l i ver H .  P .  Be lmont ' s  "no vo t e ,  no 
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hu sband" campaign , Nixo l a  Gr eeley-Smith wro t e : 

Po s s es s ing the estab l i shed sup r emacy in the 
r ea l m  of  emo t i o n , why e�l er imen t wi th it  at the 
risk of failur e -:' • • •  The s lo gan wil l win no vot es , 
and pos s ibly l o s e  a great many husbands • • •  a good 
thin g fo r suffraget t es t o  have , sinc e it �uaran ­
t ees  t o  th em at l east an audience of one . 

El l en Scripp s in the Mi dwes t  sp ent l avishly of the 

family money support in g  woman suffrage , whil e  Pinky Wayne 

in Cal ifornia and Sophi e Treadwel l  in Cal ifornia l ent their 

'names to the mo vement . 

By 1 9 1 0  i t  mi ght b e  s imp l er t o  l i s t  tho s e  n ews -

women who did not involve thems elves in suffrage than tho s e  

.who did .  Between 1 9 1 0  and 1 920 th e mo vement came of a ge - -

:women wer e o n  t h e  move s eekin g vot ing ri ght s , b e t t er edu -

; cat ion , equal pay and great er j ob opportunit i es . 
' 

i 
Somewh er e in the mi dst  of the tumu ltuous tran s i t ion 

ia young Pul i t zer Pr i z e  winner was growing up . Edna Ferber , 

i jwho att ained the co vet ed award for h er novel So Big in 
! ! Jl 925 , b egan h er career , qui te by accident , on her home -

jtown newspaper in Wis cons in . 

When Edna was a hi gh school  s enior she and her 

;£ather - -as t e enage g i r l s  and their father s ar e wont to do - -

l ocked horns o ver the mat t er of an al lowance .  Both were 

. st ron g-wil led and thei r  verbal b at t l e  r e verberated ·throu gh 

the nei g:':lborhoo d ,  but , as mi gh t  b e  exp ect ed , Edna l o s t . 
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r ! In the heat o£ fury she s t omp ed downtown and into the 

l office of the Appleton Crescent ; wi th embarrassment rap i d-

f j l y  draining the fal s e  c ourage o f  anger , sh e sta®nered to 
i l ' ! edi tor Sam Ryan that she was l oo king for a j ob .  To her 

surpri s e ,  and her f ami l y ' s , Ryan had seen some of her work 

in the high s cho o l  p aper and hired her on the spo t . In 

her aut obio graphy , Mis s  Ferb er r ecal ls h er Crescent days 

with obvious fondn es s : 

Ther e never had b een a woman r eporter in 
App l et on .  The t own , broadminded though it  was , 
pu t me down as defin it el y  cuckoo . No t crazy , but 
s t ran ge . Big-town n ewspap er s , such as the Chi cago 
Tribune and t h e  Mi lwaukee Sentinel , emp l oyed women 
o n  their edi tor ial and r epor tor ial s t aff s ,  bu t 
usual ly th ese were what i s  known as sp ecial o r  
f eature writ ers ; o r  they conduc t ed question -and­
answer columns o r  woman ' s  p ages . But at s event een 
on the Appl et on Cr escent I foun d mys elf covering 
a r e gular n ews b eat l ike any man r eport er .  I 
o f t en was embarras s e d ,  s ometime s fri ghtened , fre­
quent l y  off ended an d offen sive , but I enj oyed it , 
and knowin g  what I know t oday I wou l dn ' t  swap that 
y ear and a hal£ o£ smal l -town newsp ap er r eport ing 
for any four y ears o £  col l ege educat ion . I ' m a 
b l ank when i t  c omes to Latin , I can ' t  bound New 
Yor k State , an d I count on my finger s , but in tho s e  
ei ght een months I l earn ed to r ead what l ay b ehind 
t h e  look that veil ed p eopl e ' s  £aces , I l earned how 
to sketch in human b eings wi th a f ew rapid wor ds , 
I l earned t o  s e e , t o  ob s erve , t o  r ememb er ; l earned , 
in short , the f i r s t  rul es o£ wri t in g  • • .  3 

Workin g at a " shaky p ine t ab l e  J.n the darkest , 

smal lest , du st iest corner of that dark , smal l and dus t y  

room wh i ch const itut ed th e Cr es c ent edito rial dep artment , "  

Edna l ea.rned the r u l e s  o£ r eporting . 1 1We wo rked in a 



r--- ·-j c l at t er i n g  h eap , " s h e  r ecal l s , " Sam Ryan , edi t o r  an d 

!proprietor , kinged it at a r o l l -top whi ch was marked off 
I 
I 
j from t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  room b y  a chicken -wir e f en c e , h eaven 
i 
I . . 
! knows why , u n l e s s  1 t was t o  p r even t h 1m fr om hur l in g  pas t e  I 
1 po t s  at u s , o r  infur i at ed r ep o r t e r s  from throwin g s ci s sor s 

I 
l at him . "4 

l 
Lorena Hi ckok at t ended Lawr enc e  Co l l eg e  in 

App l e t on , Wi s c ons'in j u s t  a - few year s af t er Edn a Ferb er 

l ef t  t o  j o in th e Mi lwaukee Journal endin g h er r ei gn as t h e  

: t own 1 s one and only g i r l  r eport er . Di s c ouraged by t h e  I 
i ! tact that h er youth kep t  h er f r om a t eachin g p o s i t io n  she 
I !wan t ed ,  Lo r ena abandon e d  c o l l e g e  an d ,  insp i r ed by Mi s s  
I i . ! Ferb er ' s  f i r s t  book Dawn O ' H ar a ( th e  account o f  h er own 

I l newspap er i n g  experienc e s ) ,  l an de d  a j ob on t h e  Mi lwaukee 
l ! sen t in e l . Her f l ai r  f o r  n ews wri t in g  was appar ent from 
l ! ! the very f ir s t  • I 
l Lor ena di d n o t  esp ou s e women ' s  equa l i t y , s h e  

! Pr a c t ic ed it . Fr equ en t ly s h e  was the s o l e woman r eport er 
! I covering such maj o r  event s as p r es i den t i al camp ai gn s . In 
! 1 1 917 she j o i n ed the Ch i ca go Tr ibune and aft er a brief 
l \ 
! f l in g  at th e �ew Yo r k  p ap e r s ,  sh e returned t 0  t h e  
i ' 
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Aft er a br i ef t erm on the New Yor k Mir ror , Lor ena became 

one of Associ ated Pres s ' b r i gh t est  star s . 

Rh et a Dorr , who eventua l l y  gained worl d-fame as a 

forei gn cor respondent coverin g the Rus s ian Revolut ion was 

nudged into newsp aper work by her f eillinis t convic t ions . 

As  a col l e ge gir l  Rheta was mo s t  c6ncerned wi th 

art and drama ; her l ife ' s amb i t ion was to pl ay Nora in 

Ib s en 1 s Dol l  Hous e .  However , in 1 8 93 , she mar ri ed John P .  

Dorr , a man twenty year s her s enior , and s et t l ed down t o  

have a fami l y . But , domes t i c i ty jus t di d not app eal t o  

. her .  

I 
Sh e was f i l l ed wi th the cons uming fires of 

dis content . She scrapped Jan e Aust in ; read the 
mo derns . She ar gu ed endl es s l y  wi th h er husband 
for sh e b e l i eved that men and women shoul d  l ive 
on absolutely equal t erms • • .  Her husband cou l d  
not unders tand her stran ge �n t erest s .  He thought 
that women shou ld no t budge f r om the nur s ery an d 
fireside . So sh e l eft him and returned t o  New 
York in 1 8 98 wi th $5 00 , a two -year -ol d ch i l d , a . , " f  5 marr1 age aar 1  t .  

Wr it in g first  fo r t he New York Sun , then fo r the 

Mai l  and the Heral d Tribun e ,  Mis s  Dorr cover ed every 

assi gnment given her but fr equen t l y  handed in unsol ici t ed 

stories as wel l ; invariab l y  thes e ext racurr i cu l ar art i c l es 

deal t with "th C' mo v0mcnt . "  Ear l y  in h er career , t h e  

readin g public as soc i at ed �heta Dorr a s  much wi th the 

suffrage mo vement as with h er p rofess ional exp ertis e - -



. -----
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i aga i n  and again her name was l inked with t h e  f emini s t s , 

� 

: inc l udin g En g l and ' s  Mr s .  Ch r i s t ab el Pankhurst  and Al ice 
i 
; 

' Pau l of Amer i ca ' s  Women ' s  Party . I t  is s ai d  that Rheta 

l had to b e  l ed ,  s cr eamin g , from the do cks wh en immigrat ion i l 
! official s  decl ined t o  i n clude her in the quarant ine they 
i 
l 6 
l had p r es crib ed for the n ewly -arrived Mr s .  Pankhurst . 

lstil l , Mr� . Dorr was b ewi ldered by the s eemingly contra-

� di ctory sides o£ the Eng l i sh l eader ' s  nature :  She des -

: cribed her as a "Victorian lady who had a Po.:neranian t o  
I 
iwhich she l o ved t o  t a l k  b aby -t al k ,  and sh e a d,)red s i tt in g  
I 
!with her f eet on a has sock s ewing yards o£ l ac e  on dainty 
I . 

7 !mus l in underwear . "  

Catherine Brodv carried h er suffrage convict ions 

1
into �he n ewsroom ; a member of s everal ' women ' s  press  !associat ions she const ant l y  l ab o r ed for b et t er p ay and op ­

.jportunity £or h er s is t er rep or t er s  and p erpetual l y  p es t er ed 
I . 

!her city edi t o r  on t h e  New York Wor l d  t o  run addit ional I --
/ stories about t h e  movement . Perhap s th e mo st succes sful 
! jof her effort s was h er own p ersonal i z ed s erial , "What 
i !Happens 

.
When a Girl Go es Job Hunt ing . "  Mis s  Brody con-

! 

/ceived of t h i s  i dea and ,  aft er final l y  wrangl ing her 

paper ' s  p ermi s s ion to car ry it out , t our ed twenty cit ies - -

: s eeking work i n  each a s so c i at ed with t h e  t own ' s  maj or 

, i n du s t r y . In Det r o i t  she worked for an au tomob i l e  factory , 



in Chi cago she found emp loyment in a packing plant ; she 

s t ayed one week in each city , turnin g out a 5 , 000 wor d  

story o n  each which described j ob r equirements  and oppor ­

tunit i es , pay l evel s ,  co-worker s , working an d living con ­

ditions . 

Rus s ian -born S ophie Irene Loeb was also a Worl d  

r eporter with f eminist convi c t i ons . However , her social 

con s cienc e invo l ved h er in much mor e  besides ; in 1 9 1 0  Mis s  

L oeb l aunched he:? . own i nves t i gat ion o f  chi l d  welfar e in 

New York City . Per sonal ly touring the poorer s ect ions of 

the met ropo l is , int er vi ewin g  fatherl ess fami lies  and 

o�ohanage dir ectors , she wro t e  articl e aft er articl e ,  

f o l l owing up each wi th h er own brand of lobbying .  

Mi s s  Loeb ' s  r eputat ion as a r eformer has no equal 

in j ournal istic ci r cl es . In di r ect respon s e  t o  h er ac-

t ivi ties the New York State Comni s s ion for the Rel i ef of 

Widowed Moth ers was s et up in 1 9 1 3 . Housing relief , p enny 

lunches for pub l ic s choo l chi l dr en , s anitary and fireproof 

l aws for a ll c it y  bui l dings wer e s t ir r ed into b eing by her 

agit at ion . Mi s s  Loeb s er ved as president of the S t ate 

Board o£ Chi l d  Welfar e  and , b ecaus e sh e was an aut hority 

on c i ty traffic as wel l , she fr equ en t l y  act ed as medi ator 

in the city ' s  t ranspor t at ion di sputes . 

12( 
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Th ree g a  .. l l ant gir l r epor t 0r s - -Ru t h  Bver s , Anne I 

Du�1 l an ,  Ger a l d i n e  F i t c h - -a n d  a you n g  pho to grapher named I 
n 

J o s ephine Higgins , worked side by side with mal e  cont em-

poraries on the New Yor k  1\.mcri� ; they co ver ed cr ime news , :  

celebrities , pol itics  and f eatures , earnin g r espect wher -

ever they went . 

During this era M� Taf t and J an e  Grant accom-

p l ished the impo s s ib l e ,  winning j obs on the New York Times 

under the aegi s of edi tor Carr Van Anda . Mr . Van Anda ' s  

dis approval of women r eport er s  was l egendary - -y et these 

two young women , both among the founder s of the Lucy St one 

Leagu e , pas s ed his careful scrut iny with flyin g co lors . 

Mis s  Taft ' s  and Mi s s  Grant ' s  suc cess as general 

r eport ers  for the Times paved the way for r el i gious editor 

Rach el McDowel l and a girl who ser ved for a sho r t  t ime as 

a r eviewer for the Sunday edit ion , Ruth Hal e . 

Mi s s  Hal e ,  who s e  wri t in g  s t y l e  was highly pol ished 

and int el lectual , b e gan h er career as a r eporter and drama 

cr itic  for the Phi l adelphia Ledger . She married columnist 

Heywood Broun and with h i s  support campai gned hard for 

women ' s  r i ght s . Sh e b ecame a news " it em" when she put up a 

suc c es sful f i gl1.t on the p assport is sue and b ecame the first 

woman t o  go abro a d  under her mai den name . s 

! 
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Ruth and Heywood , an d J ane Grant and h er spous e ,  

I Harold \ 
I 

Ros s  o f  the New Yo rker , were f r equent social com-

l panions . They al s o  r ep�es en t ed a branch of the famed 
I i Round Tab l e  of New Xor k ' s Al gonquin Hot el . Dorothy Parker I 
l was th e high pries t ess o f  this group ; her pithy epi grams 

I j were enshrined for posterity in Frankl in P .  Adam ' s Wor l d  

! column , cal led ! !Th e  Coming Tower . n
9 

I Amon g  the witty r emarks at tribut ed to Dorothy by 

! numerou s  n ews c olumn i s t s  were the s e : Upon l'earning that 
I 
i 

I Calvin Coo l i dge bad die d ,  she asked , "How c ou l d  they t el l  ? n  

! Her r eview of a Kather ine Hepburn p l ay noted t hat the 

! l eadin g actress  n r an the whol e  gamut of emo tions , from A 
I . I -I t o  B . n  And , Mi s s  Parker ' s  mos t  f amous p o em ,  unfor tunately , .  

l i s  s t i l l  quot ed t oday : nMen s e l do m  make passes , at gir l s  
! I 1 0  

I
I who wear gl ass es . n 

It  is general l y  acknowl edged that a great many of 

! the quips . at tribut ed t o  Dor othy Parker did not ori ginate l 

! 
l wi th her , but the l egend per s i s t s . She wrot e  novel s , short 

stories , po ems an d  s cr e enp l ays ; for a t ime she was a book 

r eviewer an d drama cri tic for the  Wor l d ,  but she is s t i l l  

best  known for h er columns i n  Vanity Fai r  and t h e  New 

Yo.:::."ker . 

Desp i t e  the inroads which Mis s  Taft and Mis s  Grant 

were makin g within the New York Times h ierarchy of editors , 

1 

• I 
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it was ob vious , even to them , that the p ap er 
-:a��t�-�ne

-;-� 
i 

an in trin s ic pr ejudice towar d the fair s ex .  Fo l lowing the I 
I 

prac t i c e  o f  most maj or metropol itan pap er s , the Times 

as s i gned "women ' s " s t ories t o  the i r  f emal e  wri t ers until 

they b ecame fron t -p age news at whi ch po int a man was 

cal led in . Mi ss Taft , who had co ver ed the humdrum suffrag� 

events for nearly a decade befor e they began to hit  the 

front p ages , was infuriat ed by the number of mal e  col -

l eagues who were suddenly as s i gned thi s  b eat . At her 

ur gin g a number of women ' s  group s and suffrage l eader s 

threat ened to boycott the Times on the grounds of dis -

�riminat ion bu t no thin g ever came of the effor t .  

The newswomen on the New Yor k Heral d Tribune h ad 

b et t er succes s . Wnen Mr s .  Elllille l in e  Pankhur s t  was detained 

on El l i s  I sl and,  int errup t in g  her s chedul ed suffrage meet -

ings , a man was ass i gned to cover the story . El eanor B .  

Simmons , Emma Bugbee , Evan gel in e Co le , Ethel P eys er and 

Christine Val l eau comp l ained to publish er o·gden Reid and 

editor Mil ton Snyder that the ,ass i gnmen t was unfair ; they 

point ed out that they h ad cri s s cro s s e d  the city , the state 

and the nat ion at t imes fol lowing peop l e  l ike Dr . Shaw , 

Mr s .  Car rie Chapma
'
n Cat t and Mr s .  Belmont an d wer e better 

equipped than any man to handle su.ffrage stories in their 

own fron t yard . On the eve o f  a maj or 1 912 suffr a ge p arade 
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1n New Yor k ,  t'he Tr ibune ' s  editor and pub l isher succumbed 

to this p er suasion , giv!ng the gir l s  to tal freedom t o  cover 

the sto ry wi thout mal e int erf er ence . In the n ext edit ion , 

the pap er triumphantly car ri ed nine columns chronicling 

the occasion- -two of th em on the front page . 1 1  

Ear l i er i n  h er career , wh;i l e  a r eport er o n  the 

Sun , Mi s s  Simmo ns h ad ga.in ed overn i ght notoriety when sh e 

int erviewed authoress Rebecca West in a New York hot el 

room . The British novel is t ,  apparent l y , was in no mood 

t o  b e  quest ioned ,  but she did condescend to preach to the 

girl r eport er in a bored,  impat i ent manner as she dressed 

and b athed . 

Mis s  Si��ons wrot e  a devastin gl y  satirical r eport 

of the interview whi ch pro:npt ed Trib� columrlis t  Heywood 

Broun to award her his mythical annual " $1 , 000 , 000 prize
. 

\ 
for th e b est story of the y ear , "  whi l e  Al exander Woo l lcott 

cal l ed her work " artful , c onvincing and del icately mur -

derous . "  Ham er ' s  Magazine , whi ch ran a g�ceat deal of 

Mis s  West ' s  work , was sho cked into qu estioning the young 

12 
woman ' s  mot ives . 

During this decade the Unit ed Stat e s  was s lowly 

surfacin g fr om it s own _ int ernal soc ial upheaval . Domes -

t ical ly the nat ion was concentrat ing it s ener gies an d  

enthu s ia sm on reform ; uns crupu lou s  b anker s and bus inessmen 



were b l amed for the country ' s  il ls  and thos e

--

wi�h �- �o:�al

- � 
cons cience - - @� s t  f lying the banner of Progr essivi sm- -were 

. . going to s et i t  r i ght . 

I da Tarb e l l  became a l eading 1 1muckraker " of th e 

day . Braving the wrath of b ig bus ines s and c al ling into 

quest ion America ' s  s overeign money -making ethic , Ida wro t e 

a mul t i s ectioned expo s e  in 1 904 for McClure ' s  magazine 

t it l ed : "Hi s tory of the S t andar d O i l  Company . "  She gave 

pub l ic l i gh t  t o  the power and abuses o:f l ar ge , monopo -

l i st ie corporat ions and aroused an audi ence which wou l d  

sub s equ ently s avour t h e  wo rks of her cont emporaries : 

Linco l n  St effens ' " Shame of the Cit ies , "  Upton Sinclair ' s  

) 
" Th e  Jun gl e , "  and Frank Nor ris ' "The Octopus , " - -b-:)oks whi ch 

r evealed corrup t ion in urb an government , the meatpackin g 

industry and in the railroads . 

Meanwhil e , another l ady pub l isher , Mary Baker 

Eddy , was co,:ning under at tack . Thou gh Mrs . Eddy ' s  wri ting 

output p robab l y  rivaled that of a::1y cont emporary r eport er , 

h er no tor i ety had l it t l e t o  do with her j ournalis t ic e£ -

. fort s ; as a reli gious l eade r: - -founder of Chr ist ian Science 

an d the Chr ist ian S cience M�mi tor - -Mr s . Eddy became a 

h i ghly con tro ver s ia l  f i ��r e .  In the summer o£ 1 906 Wi l la 

' Cath er turned out an uns i gn ed four teen -instal lment . 

,, --
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It was a study o f  Mary A .  Mor s e  I3aker Pat ter son 
Glover Eddy - -her an ·tecedents , h er ch i

.
ldhood and 

s chool ing , h er s t rikin g eccentxicities , her various 
mar r i a ges , her f itful r el at ionships with her 
natural  son an d her adop t ed son , her career as 
poetess  and inva l id ,  her u l t imate  emer gence as 
ful l -b l own theo l o gist and architect of a n ew 
r ei i gion • .  . 13 

Applying such s elf -r i ghteous f ervor to  c l eaning up 

their own i l l s , Amer i cans also  t ended to view the worl d ' s 

p robl ems in a h i gh ly mo ral l i ght . The Uni ted States 

p r act iced polit ical isolat ionism bu t at th e s ame t ime 

maintained a detached in terest  in the muddle that others 

I I 

were making o� the int ernat ional s cene . 
l 

Durin g  this p eriodi I l 
mor e  n ewspapers h ad £oreig� correspondent s abroad than at 

any ot her time in the countr y ' s history ; some of thes e 

long-distance r epor t ers were women . 

Having p roved their capab i l it ies on the domestic 

front , mo re an d mor e  women wer e given an opportunity t o  

show what they c ou l d do abroad . Fol l owing in the fear l e s s  

foot s t ep s  o£ Anna B enj amin , a group o f  girl r eport er s  

fo l l owed Mexic an bandit chieftain Francisco "Pancho" Vil l a  

t o  his  hide -out i n  northern Mexico . 

"Pinky "  Wayn e ,  of the Ka;-1sas C i ty Po st , Sophi e  

: Treadwel l , from Cal iforni a ' s Cal l -Bu l le t in , Jane Dixon , of 

the � � Tel egram and a young photoj ournal i s t  named 

Sa�1.i� Mi l l er , workin g for Les li e ' s  W2ek1L, quizzed the 

l i 
\ 
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· •  ba.ndi t l eader on h i s  abo r t.ive at t empt s  t o  g���--�o��-��-
1
-----

--l 

I : of his count -ry . 

Sadi e 1\'fi l l er ,  who : > ,'<J<m h t'T w r i t in<J C<\r ec r w i t h  
I 
I ; ba s eba l l  sto ries  s i giH>.d S . K . M . , ri\t t' l y  m L s s cd an o p p t ) r. t u n - i 

l ity to phot ograph the wo rld ' s  hot spo t s . As the Uni t ed 

) states entry into Worl d War I became mor e  and more ! 
i 
: imminent , Sadie headed f o r  the war zone . She t ook pic-

i i tu res o f  German war machines and fortific at ions an d was 

arr ested as an English  spy ; fo rtunat e l y  the Germans were 

' forced t o  r el ease  h er b efore the Uni t ed States had become 

a fo rmal combatan t  and Sadie p romp tly turned the pho tos 

l which she h ad s ecr e t ed away over t o  the Br it ish govern-

' ment . 

Ano ther ent erprisin g  n ewswo�an who spent some 

: t ime in j ail a s  a spy was Mar gueri t e  Harri son , of the 

. Ba l t imor e  Sun . Mar guer i t e travel ed to Franc e  as a war 

correspondent in 1 9 1 6  and soon af t er began l eading the 

doub l e - l i f e  of r eporter an d government agent . Ironical ly , 

Mi s s  Harrison throu ghou t her war year s was never ' susp ect ed 

of anything gr-eater than press p r ejudic e by the Fr ench and 

German s , yet when she  tr aveled t o  the Soviet Union e i ght 

months aft er the armi s t ice she was promp t l y  thrown into 

j ai l  as a spy an d was har�J res s eq to expl ain that she was 

i i 
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pl)nden c e  f i e l d  we r e  Peggy ! l u l l ,  S i g r i d  S chu L t 2 ,  Wlct ;\ Do r r  

and Be s s ie Beat t y . 

Peggy Hu l l  was 1 1 the only woman to ' get an accredi t ed 

1 4  pass from t h e  War Dep artment . 1 1  Wor kin g for a syn di cat e 

cal l ed the N ewsp ap er Enterpris e As sociat ion , Peggy cover ed 

the Ameri can Exp edit ion to Sib eria . Peggy found it  high -

l y  amu s in g  that she shoul d  be t h e  first  woman t o  gain the 

government ' s  s anct ion as a war corr esp ondent in l i ght of 

the fac t that it  took her months t o  l in e  up an editor who 

was wi l l ing t o  s en d  h er . 

Peggy b egan her career on the Clevel and Pl ain 

Dealer and ,  unt i l  1 9 1 6 , she was a devo t ee of th e Ne l l i e  

Bly s chool of j ournal i sm . Her l as t  manufac-tured n ews it em 

b efore the war was purely and s impl y  an adver t i s in g  s tunt - -

she h ad h er s elf ' "hel d up " b y  a masked ban dit t o  pub l icize 

a p articu l ar b ank . 

Thi s  kind o f  ingenuity is no t g en eral l y  con s i der ed 

the s tuff o f  whi ch war c or r espondent s are made , but Peggy 

was det ermined to s ee t he war f r om the front l in es . She 

t our ed the c ountry in s earch of a n ewsp aper which wou l d  

back her , an d f ail in g  t o  f ind a sponsor , boar ded a ship 

bound for France t o  b ecome a foreign fr eelancer . Peggy 

arr ived with the first  Amer ican troops in P ar i s  and f looded 

· . I 
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. I 



wire s ervice o f fices  with h er copy . Wh en h (�r mon ey ran 

S ib eri a .  

Other women who covered Rus s i a  during the war year s: 
I 

inc luded Anna Louis e Strong , Rayne:, EE:£�, Clar e  Sheridan , ; 

I 
Mi l l y  Bennett �itc�el  and Louis e �ryant . Bes sie Beatty , o f) 
the S an Franc i s co Call-Bu l l et in ,  an d Rh eta Dorr , r epre-

s enting the New Yo rk Mai l , cover ed the Rus s ian Revolution 

in 1 91 7 . 

Together they vi s i ted the Battal ion of Death ; for 

nine day s they s l ept on t he rough wood p l ankin g ,  ate the 

s ame w eak s oup , and viewed the t errors of fron t - l ine 

warfare with these women who were commanded by a b i g  

p easant woman named Bo td1kereva . 

Lat er Mi s s  Do rr t rave l e d  to Mos cow interviewin g  

Gr and Duch ess  Serge , s i s t er o f  the Czar ina , and Anna 

A..l exandrovna Virubova , an int imat e of the famed Rasput in . 

Nhen s h e r eturned home , Rhet a wrot e a .fi ve -week s eries fo r 

the Mail  on h er exp erien c es and l ater expa!1ded upon these 

�rticl e s  to creat e a book ent i t l ed Insi de the Rus s ian 

�evo lut ion . 

Bes s i e  B eatt>!_ a l s o  wro t e  a book chronic ling this  

1 2 9  



p eriod , cal l ed The Red H ear t of Rus s i a . :;,e�" "

she an� M::s

-] 
Dor� sp l it up after their b ri ef stay wi th the Battal ion o£ I 

.i Death , she cri s s cros s ed the Ru s s i an countryside talking to \ 
l 

th e  ' ' l i  t�t l e  people "  and soak:ing up the atmo sphere of the 

country . She  was one of th e f ew r eport er s  p ermit t ed to 

interview Catherine Bre shko vsk:ay a ,  a memb er of the royal 

family known as the  1 1Li t t l e  Gr and1nother of Rus sia , 1 1  and 

she r eturned t o  Ru s s i a  in 1921  t o  int ervi ew Lenin and 

Tro t zky . 

Sigr id Schu l t z  r ep o r t ed o :n  t h e  war for t h e  Chi cago 

Tr ibune . Wh en the armi st ic e  was si g1ed she was r ewarded 

with a p r omotion , b ecoming the head of that pap er ' s  Ber l in 

bureau . 

B efore the war �� Rohe , s i s t er -in -l aw of Roy 

Howard ,  s erved as bur eau manager for Unit ed Pr es s . She 

b ecame an exp er t I taly -wat cher , s co op in g  even the nat ive 

press in events  of maj o r  importanc e . She int ervi ewed most 

of the country ' s  impor tant p er sonages - - talking s everal 

t imes with Mus so l ini h ims el f . 

On the home front , Cor� .8i:_gby became the fir st 

woman to head a Washington bureau . Mis s Rigby worked first 

for the � York Ma il , then for the Heral d ,  b efore moving 

to the Ch:r i s t =!;_an §._c i en c e  Mon i tor during t he war year s . 

; 
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Her work as the Monitor's Washing·ton bureau chie:f gained 

her wide political and professional recognition. 

~ Beckley traveled to Europe three times on the 

money she earned as a typist long be:fore she even thought 

o:f taking up a career which could make such pleasure a 

legitimate business expense. 

Zoe learned to use the new :fangled typing machine 

at age :four and her nimble :fingers earned her living :from 

the time she was sixteen years old. She typed everything 

:from real estate contracts and detective's reports to 

manuscripts; she was typing articles part-time :for the 

New York Press when women's page columnist Helen Rowland 

suggested she try writing. 

At :first Zoe was incredulous at the idea, then she 

began to examine closely the material which was :flying out 

o:f her machine and decided that she could write at least 

as well as her various employers. The Press' Sunday 

editor, Richard J. Spillane, bought a :few o:f her short 

pieces as :fillers and :from then on there was no stopping 

Miss Beckley. In 1919 she joined the sta.f:f o:f the Evening 

World--her assignment, Europe! 

Traveling through Central Europe :for ten months, 

Zoe covered every VIP, news event and feature that cropped 

up in her path. With a natience born o:f delight with her 
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surroundings , Zoe managed to 
-
ca;tu�-� -on

- ·
£ i l�-and --j_� prin-;--l 

personal i ties that her competitor s had gi ven up on . I t  1 

wa.s Zoe who s upp l i ed the Un i ted States with its  first 

glimp s e  of Kai s er Wi lhelm s inc e the end o£ the wa.r ; she 

s tudied the rout ine of his hous eho l d ,  f erreted out the 

, rou tes he was mo st l ikely to t ake and , with th e help o£ a 
I 
! neighbo r ing family was s t anding wi th in thr ee feet of his 

carr iag�� wh en he p as s ed by . Not content wi th one l ook , 

; she r eturned twice mo re - - ge t t in g  good photos o£ him and a 

story - -and , incidental l y , a court ly bow from the Al l� 

, Hi ghes t . 

Next Zoe a s t oni shed the fo l ks b ack home by striking 

up a frien dship with Rumania ' s Que en Mar i e . It was Zoe 

who p er suaded the Que en t o  writ e a s eries o£ artic l es £or 

the Famous Features Syndicate in 1 92 0 .  

Miriam Teichner , who p l ayed a bi g part in the New 

i York St ate Woman I s  Suf£rag·� Party ' went t o  Europ e  fir s t  on ! 

the Ford Peace Ship . She considered this exp erienc e a 

disast er and in the intervenin g  years did s trai ght news 

. 
r eporting :for the New York Glob e before r eturning to the 

Cont inen t  in 1 91 9  t o  wri t e  human int er es t  featur es about 

the p eop l e  who inhab i t ed the ruins of pos t -war Europe . 

Back home , n ewspap e·cwomen were just get t i n g  us ed 

to the personal i zed s t yl e of  " sob n and 11 suf£rage 1 1 writing 

J 
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1 
/ which had r epres ent ed a gent l e  swi n g  away from the ex-

plo itat ion of an ear li e r  ep och , when the pendulum car eened 

back: to plunge th e n ewspap er sorority on ce aga .. in into the 

1 diz zyin g dep ths o£ s en sat ion al ism . In the summer o£ 1 9 1 9  

! t h e  Dai ly News was born in New York u sh er in g  in an epi -

demic o f  " t abloids "  whi ch c l amored wi th 1 1 inc essant noxious 

15 . appeal t o  whatever is bas e an d evi l in human natur e1 1 

' for mas s r eader ship . 

' .. 
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Cl iJ\ P nm V I r 

TABLOID HEROINES : 1 920-1930 

F l o o din g N ew York C i t y  n ews s t ands wi th mon s tr o s i -

t i es o f  p age make -up , compo s i t e  p i c t u r e s  and s en s at ional -

i s m ,  heal th cu l t i s t  B ernar c Macfadeen ' s  Even ing Gr aph i c  

was eas i l y  t h e  " zani es t "  t ab l o id of th em a l l . 

Femal e  r ep o r t e r s  fo r the Gr aphi c wer e u s e d  frank l y  

for th e i r  s ex app e a l - -th eir wri t in g  abi l i t y , o r  l ack 

t h e r eof , was incons equent ial . 

A. m a l e c o l l eague r ec a l l s  Gra c e  Perkins , one o£ t h e  

f i r s t  a n d  b es t -known of the Gr aph i c ' s  f eminine p re s s  corp s , 

as " r ather t a l l , p l easant , we l l -manner ed ,  wi t h  b i g ,  

1 
luminous gr ey eye s  • • •  " 

Thi s  s ame c o l leagu e ,  Les t er Coh en , des c r ib ed 

Grace ' s  a c t i vi t i e s  on S ep t emb er 1 5 ,  1 924 : 

On th i s  th e G�anhic ' s  f i r s t  day , sh e was on 
h er way cheer i l y - -o r  at l ea s t  so it s e emed - - t o  t h e  
subway s , wh ere she wou l d  b e  1 Mi s s  Court esy , 1 
ano ther of our promo t ions . If you gave h er your 
s eat in t h e  subway , sh e wou l d  g ive you someth ing 
r edeemab l e  for on e dol l ar - -that i s , if you got t o  
s ee t h e  Cont e s t  Edi t o r  o f  t h e  Gr a?h i c  • • •  

To h e lp y o u  i den t i fy Mi s s  P e rkins - -o op s , Mis s  
Cour t es y ·- -t h er e  wa s a two - co l umn pi ctur e of h er 
in a b ath in g s u i t  a l l  do'Nn the front p a g e . ( Mr . 
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r- l\1a. c .fa.dden b e l i eved in t rw Body Be<mt i fu l ) .  And ,  
j u s t  to  help you out , W\' p r in t P cl  ;, <1 L a<JT<\tn o f  2 
h�.c�r rou t c - -tha t i s , the �; ubwe:>.ys s h e  wuu l <  l t ake . J 

Th e <lbo v c ·- l l l l ' tYL i <> lh ' ' ' J d t r J ! .o  . \ l l l i • J :-d. l u < ; L L I H� < ; r; , , i l , l < · ---· --.J ---- ---

i t s  m;\ i. l i n<J p e r 11 1 i t , ( o r  p o · . t . � l i J J · · I � < · < : I . f J r · . - -. ; 1  · � L l.l f' l . v  l u L -

felt that the p icture o f  Mi s s  Per kins bo rder ed on the 

porno graphic . 

Ano ther Grauhic girl repo r t er , A lma Sioux 

Scarberry (also l i s t ed in some account s as Alma Semberry ) , 

"a tall  girl , p art Indian , good l oo king , wi th b lack hai r  

and b ig eyes , skinny but cu rvaceous , "
3 gained celebrity 

st atus as an actres s ,  app earin g in the Mu s i c  Box Revue . 

Neverthel es s ,  she att r ibut ed her start in the theat er to  

the fact that her p ic ture was so  often incorporated into 

the phony compos i t e  p ix creat ed by the Granhic - -one of 

these  shows Alma and Grace Perkins as the nurs es in 

atten dance , whi l e  the p ap er ' s  editor an d ano ther r eporter 

p l ay " surg(�on" an d  "uni dent ified doc tor " t o  Rudolph 

Val ent ino . 

Alma was actual l y  l i s t ed as the Grauhic ' s  society 

edi tor "who sits in the s eat o£ the h i gh and mighty , 

wiel ds the s c ep ter of decis ion over s ociety and dec i des 

, who s e  name shal l cross  the thr esho l d  of that maker and 

· br eaker of foll:cs soc ial l y - -namel y , 

--· _ ...... 

4 
' The Blue Boo k . ' 1 1  
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Retu rnin g victoriou s from the war " o ver ther e , " 

Amer icans t ook up their o l d  l ives with a n ew confidence in 

the character of th eir count r y . With the rest of th e 

world torn by war and s ens el ess bi ckerin g ,  it had taken 

. the Un ited St ates " t o make the wor l d  saf e  for democracy ; "  

a buoyant opt imism b orn of n ew p rosp erity pervaded the 

·nat ion and the t abloid " l earned to time i t s  b eat with the 

5 
. pu l s e  of the common p eop l e . "  

Tabloid histori an Simon Bes s i e  describ es these 

rowdy news s heet s as "a j ournalistic  mirror of the era , " 

· refl ec t in g  1 1a p at t ern which included speakea sies , j az z ,  

col l egiat e whoopee , bathin g· b eaut in g ,  movi e - s tar worship , 

6 
b i g - t ime spo rts  and many other gigant ic exag gerat ions . "  

By 1 92 0  newswomen were no longer r ar e ; they num-

b er ed 5 , 73 0  or 16 . 7  p er cent of r epo rters and edito rs . 7 

News wri t in g  had b ecome a fairl y r espectab l e  profession 

when suddenl y  the t ablo ids p lun ged them once again int o 

the sham and p er s onal exp loitat ion that h ad charac t eri z ed 

the stunt a ge . It is intere s t i n g  to not e that many of 

them r esurrect ed the  p ract ice  of writing under a p s eud-

onym as they mast er ed the n ew t abloid vernacu l ar : 

The succin ct t ermino l o gy of the tabs b egan 
to gain ground an d get into general currency- ­
lovenest s ,  gin mil l s , to rch murder s ,  cry -baby 
bandi t s , bobbed-hair ban dit s ,  sugar daddies , on 
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th e spa; , t ri gger men , crooner s , gang s l ayin g s , 
mu s c l i n o  in , deat h pac-t s , heart balm , wonder 
girl , dr eam b ab i es , t i ger woman , an d torso mur ­
der s . The b l ondes wer e alway3 svel t e ;  the 
b r u n e t t e s  were vi vacious .  Each new crime 
l aunched its  own phras e . 8 

Murders , suicides and sex b l anketed the front 

1 pages - -only a Lindb er gh f l i ght or kidnapping ,  an Engl ish 

; channel swim , or Val ent ino ' s  death coul d  pry the s e  stap l es 
' 
: loos e . 

The Hal l -Mi l l s  murder trial in 1926  is an excel -

l ent examp l e ; the trial had every ingredient r equired by 

the s en s at ional p r e s s  of the day an d it was p l ayed for 

every sp eck of r eader int erest . A survey conduct ed of the 

space given this one event r evealed tha t  the New � 
Times milked 528 , 300 words £rom the story whi l e  the 

funerican gave it 347 , 700 and the Daily News wrapped i t  up 

9 
in a mer e  223 , 400 . 

The major components of the crime could b e  des -

crib ed b rief ly enough : Reverend Haro l d  Hal l and a �ember 

of his  con gr e gat ion and choir , M:c s . Eleanor Mi l l s , were 

found murdered ,  together , b eneath a tree in the r ector ' s  

1 or chard . The min i s t er ' s  wif e ,  Mr s . Fr ances Noel Hal l ,  

was tried for their murders in 1 92 6 .  ( Mr s .  Hal l was 

I l 
! i j 

f inal ly acquitted fo r l ack of evi dence and many years l at er ! 
I 

i t  was det ermined t hat the deaths r esult ed from a suicide I 
J 
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pact . ) 
Pi l ing U? hundr eds of column inches on this event 

for their respect ive pipers were : Ma zie C l emens , Jane 

' Dixon , Ju l i a  Harpman , Ju lia McCar thy and Bernadine Szo l d .  

Mazie C l emens , a devi l -may -car e  report er for the 

Wor l d ,  figured mo s t  prominent ly i n  the trial becau s e  she 

s at brief l y  as a witnes s - -she had b een walking her do g 

Freckl e s  near the Hal l home on the morning the bodies were 

dis cover ed . 

Jan e  Dixon , a Uni t ed Pre s s  corr espondent , cap ably 

covered a variety of ass i gnments . Besides the Hal l -Mi l l s  

trial , she al so chronicl ed the Lindber gh fl i ght , the 

Lindber gh kidnapping and the Haup tmann t r ial for her news 

s ervi ce .  J an e  even gained some notoriety out s i de her own 

p rofes sion with her exclus ive int er vi ews of Pancho Vil la 

i n  northern Mexico an d her sin gu l ar s t atus as the first  

: woman t o  r eport on  a prize  f i gh t  ( • • .  she al so made the 

t soci al colu,nns wh en she dat ed J ack Demp s ey for a brief 

t ime ) . Addit io::J.a l ly ,  Jan e  was oft en quo t ed as a ' ' source 

c l o s e  to" Mr s . War ren Har din g .  Mis s  Dixo n  had worked for 

the Hardings in Ohio , long befo re they reached ·th e  Whi t e  

Hou s e ; when the Fi r s t  Lady was reluctant t o  speak t o  the 

press  en mas s e ,  sh e oft en sou gh t out her young �fr i en d  to 

e�press  her views . 

1 3 9  



1 
l 

scooped the p o l i c e  by L in d i l HJ t h e  s o l e  wi tncss  in the 

ca s e - -Mr s . J ane Gib son , the " p i g  woman " who accu s ed Mr s .  j 
Hall of  the mur d·2rs .  Jul ia and i3ernadine Szol d ,  also  of I 
the Daily News , co vered thi s  t r i al to gether as  they di d I 
::::e::c:n::i::n::::::: ; 

a 

0:::m:h::e:e:::: ::r:0 

h:r::d 

a 

com- I 
mit t ed .  Knowing h i s  interest in sp iritual ism , they 

created an elaborat e s e t t in g  :in Mi s s  Szold ' s  apartment - -

including a throne and cryst a l  bal l - -hoping h e  wou l d  con -

f ide in "Madame Astra . "  Jul i a ,  who had b efri ended the 

-
man , brou ght h im t o  the apartment an d wai t ed b ehind a 

b l ack curt ain with Dai ly News editor Phi l  Payne whil e  

B ernadine , p l aying the t i tl e ro l e ,  conj ur ed up the spirit 

wor l d  for the crafty susp ect . It made an int er e s t ing 

evening but the man kept his  s ins t o  hims elf and ther e -

aft er the two r eporter s  l eft confes s ion-getting  to the 

p o l i ce .  

Jul i a ,  who s t ar t ed h er career on the M13mohis 

Commercial App eal , cover ed everythin g from Klu Klux Klan 

act i vities  to p ri z e  :f i gh t s  an d the Worl d  Ser ies . She made 

I I 
I 

l 

head l ines hers elf in 1 92 0 :  Whi l e  f lying t o  Atl ant i c  City 1 

j 
t o  wri t e  a f eatur e on Luis Fi rpo , in training for hi s t it l e ! 

--- - - - - -------· ------- ·----· . _________ j 
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! bout wi th I 

Jack Demp s ey ,  she an d a friend , Murrow Krum , 

! plunged a thous and f eet into the o cean . Miraculou s l y  
! I 
! n either  l i 

was hurt and a boat p icked them up before Jul i a  

l . I even got wet . 
! I Of the women included in this survey almo s t  

I eighty p er cent eith er came from n ewspap er famil ies or  

I . d l marr 1e newsp apermen . One of the mo s t  int eresting of 

i j the s e  coup l e s  was Jul i a  Harpman and Wes tbrook Pegler . 
· I  i 

The famous columnist  and sport s wr i t er was working 

! £or United Pres s wh en he met Ju l ia in 1 920 . P egler 
I I I j arr ived tardi l y  at the s c en e  of a �ur der in West Seven -
! 
I 1 t ieth St reet - -the p o l i c e  and coro ner h ad l eft , s o  had his 

l 1 competitors , but a young r eport e:r from the Daily News 

! was s ti l l  snooping the p r emis es looking £or mor e  det ail . 
! ! Peg l er exp l ained his  p redicament and the gir l , fr esh from 
I I I . ! T enn es s ee ,  suppl i ed h im with his  s tory . 
j 

Jul ia soon 

! l earned th e cons equ ence s  of ai ding the competit ion , but she 

I 
j was n ever sorry �out thi s par ticu l ar instanc e .  
I 

Soon 

I aft erward ;  Mi s s  Harpman suffer ed s eve�c e  injuries 1n a t axi 

I 1 crack-up and durin g a long st ay in the hosp ital she and 
I ! westbrook , a fr equent visitor ther e , b ecame good fri ends . 
I j 
i l . 
: 

Pegler 1 s biogr apher , O l i v er Pi l at , r ecal l s  the 

! drama which surrounded a c l i mat i c moment in their r el a -

l t ionshio : !_ l. 

1 42 



! 
·: ' 
I 

Making up h i s  mind dur in g the Worl d  se-ries , 
Wes tbroo k  s ent a l et t er t o  J u l i e , s t i l l  in the 
h o s p i t al w i th a f r a ctur ed sp ine , p r epar i n 9  h er 
in a r ch t erms f o r  a t r eas ure wh i ch wou l d  for e ­
sha dow a closer r e l a t i on s h i p . Eventual ly his 
present r eached t h e  hosp i tal ,

/ 
gift -wra;>ped in a 

squar e box l arger than wou l d  h ave been r equired 
fo r th e t r inket wh.ich Julie had in mind . Her 
fin ger s t r emb led so out of wea'-<.n e s s  and ner vou s ­
nes s that s h e  a s k e d  a nu rse to op en t h e  p ackage . 
Th ere i t wa s : a p l edge of indescribab l e  and 
eternal l o ve from a sportswr i t er - -a genu i ne , 
au to graphed 3ab e  Ru t h  basebal l  . 1 0  

Jul i a  and Wes tbrook wer e marr ied o n  Augus t 29 , 

I 1922 and each mai ntained an amu s ed at t i tude toward t h e  
I ! o ther ' s  wo r k . Jul i e  l au ghed at the awe with wh i ch Pegl er 
I 
j I approached certain spo rt s  f i gur e s  and he s coffed at  her 
! 
1 
i newest as s i gnmen t , " Th e  Inside Dope or1 Movie St ars , "  a 

I ! column on Ho l l ywood ' s  naughty luminar i e s  which ran in the 

I l Sun day News : 

I ' Her pi eces des cribed how Wi l l i am S .  Hart , 
the ' ti �1 t - l ipp ed,  thin-h ipped 1 s t alwar t of the 
West erns , had been c al led a cream puff by 
Winifred Wes tover during  their ho:1 eymoon ; how 
a f r iend of Rudo lph Val en t i no and Ch ar l i e  
Ch ap l in , the Lat in and Limeho u s e  l o v er s , c on c e a l e d  
a :fami l y  s k e l et on in h er clo s et ; an d how Lew Cody , 
t h e  h e - vamp , w a s  r eal l y  a bu t t erfly man . This 
kind of tab l o id pa;::> was probab l y  no mor e  vul gar 
and cyn i ca l than the t r ip e p ro duc ed by many sport s ­
wr iter s . At l ea s t  Jul ie di d i t  w e l l ; she was s oon 
offered t h e  j ob o n  a p ermanent b a s i s . l l  

Ju l i e  r efus ed the j ob and went back t o  straight 

::eport i n g . Sh e and ' 'Peg" cover ed ano th er b i g  even t of 

:he 2 0 ' s  t o gether - -Trudy Ed•?r l e '  s r e c o r d  br eaking 14 -hours 
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and 3 1 -minu te swim of t he English Chann el . Later Jul i e  

gave up her own car eer , traveling with her husband around 

the wor l d .  Frequent l y , when Peg was sic k ,  Jul i e  woul d 

i wri t e h i s  c olumn for him- -as she di d when they co vered the 

! Geneva summit conferenc e  in 1 952 . 

Ju lia McCar thy ,  who worked first  £or the New Yor k 

, Journal under the name Mar gery Re�, j oined the � York 

Mirror in 1 92 8 .  A l i st of h er stories mi gh t  wel l con -

s t itut e a catalogue of t abloid t opic s £ or she cover ed 

crime , cu l t s  and cel ebrit ies throughout the gaudy era of 

j az z  j ournal i sm . 

Th e t ab l o ids flourished in New Yor k ,  p roviding · 

mor e  wor k  £or women writers t han ever befor e .  The Mirror 

boast ed Lady Ter ringt on , Rut h  Phil l ips and Hel en Hadakin 

and a spat t er o£ face-l ess  by-l ine s  inc luding--Fay King,  

Gladys Glad , Sal l y  Mar t in , El izabeth Leonard and Beatrice 

Fairfax . The Daily News , besides Ju l i e  Harpman and 

B ernadin e Szol d ,  h ad on i t s  s taff some o£ the f inest r e-

po rter s  in the cit y ;  among these were Imogen e  Stan l ey , 

Iren e  Kuhn , Irene Thir er and Grace Robinson . But the 

News t oo had it s share of anonymous s i gnatures includin g 
-

Mar ion St ewart ,  Nanc y Rando lph , Dor is Blak e ,  El inor Ames , 

An toine t t e  Donnel ly and Gl ady s  Hunt i n g t on Bevans . Edna 

1 
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Ferguson and Norma Abrams both wrote features for the 

Sunday News. 

Dorothy Dayton is one of the few tabloid report-

ers--as astonishing as it may seem--whose dauntless deter-

mination to "get the story at all costs," cos·t her more 

dearly than she had expected. On March 13, 1926, the New 

~World ran this headline on page one: "Dorothy Dayton 

Clubbed by Police. 11 

Dorothy, who was a New York Sun reporter, and 

c. Bo Allen, of the World, were covering a strike in 

Passaic, New York. They taxied into a harried swarm of 

police, who had just dispersed a mob of 3,000 with fire 

hoses. The two reporters were requested, ungently, to 

leave the scene. Dorothy was hit on the arm, but not 

really hurt, and Allen had his camera smashed. 

Still, it was not the first time that Dorothy's 

efforts on behalf of her profession had evoked public 

concern. She began her career on the Daily Oklahoman. 

Following carefully in the footsteps of Nellie Bly and 

Winifred Black, she spent two weeks in the State peniten-

tiary at McAlester, Oklahoma. When she got out she wrote 

a series of fourteen articles describing in detail the 

inhumanity of that institution. Unexpectedly, she aroused 



mor e sympathy f or h er s elf than indignat ion over the 

p rison . 

Mi s s  Dayton b ecame famou s in the di strict . 
She was invit ed to sp eak at an Evangel ical meet ­
in g �  A min i s t er turned to h er as a martyr and 
said , ' This poor l it t l e  girl . Her sou l  is s eared 
through by the t errib l e  exp eriences she has gone 
through . ' She did not feel that her sou l d  had 
b een s ear ed in the l east . She had merely done a 
goo d j ob of r eporting . But she could no t qu ell 
the sol icitude of the r e£ormers .

1 2They named the 
Dorothy Dayt on chapel £or her • • •  

The girl s who "rep o r t ed" £or the t ab l oids wer e ,  

for the mo st p art , as fami l iar t o  their r eaders as the 

ch aract er s  in some of t o day ' s long·-r unning t el evis ion 

ser i es . Like the soap opera star s , their names and ac-

co;:np l i shments p rovided much o £  the meat for topical dis -

cus sions and humo r . Yet ,  one of the s e  succeeded in 

captur ing th e fancy o£ th at s ent imental -and sensat ion-

hungry audienc e as no one el s e  had don e  b efore or after . 

Her name was Imogene Stanl ey , but t o  many , she was s imply 

" the b eaut iful gir l in gr e en who danced with the Prince of 

13 
Wal es . "  

John Chapman des c-r ib es th e incident from memory : 

Any r epor t er who r ememb er s  Mis s  Stanley th en 
s i ghs over h er now , r ecal l in g  her as the mo st 
b eaut iful f emal e who ever carried a pol ice  card . 
Sh e was the p erfect f l app er in a Tlapp er age , s l im 
of figu re ,  pos s e s sed o f  an exqui sit ely chi s el ed 
face and bi g ,  decep ti vely mour n£u l ey es . The 
mos t  b eaut iful mal e in th e wor l d ,  the Prince 6f 

'·· - -



Wal e s - -now the Duke o f  Windsor - -was making his 
first vi si t to this cont in ent . He was not to 
come to  the Uni ted States , which he later made 
his p l ay ground , but h e  was du e fo r a soj ourn in 

. Montreal . Thi s  stopover included a b al l , and . 
every Montreal mother , as she dres s ed h er dau gh t er 
for the party , hoped that the royal vi sitor woul d  
b e  smit t en by th e daughter and carry her off t o  
h i s  cas t l e  like t h e  p r in ce i n  a fairy t al e .  News ­
pap er p eop l e  from the Uni t ed St ates were admit t ed 
by sufferance t o  t his gJ=eat est event in Canadian 
social h i story . 

The News as s i gned Imogen e  St anl ey to  do the 
. 14--J Ob • • •  

Never th el e s s , from this  po int on the s tory b ecomes 

a bit  clouded . There i s  no doubt that th e young prince 

was capt ivat ed by the b eautifu l  girl wearin g a bril l iant 

gr een evening gown , or that he s ent an equerry to  ask her 

to danc e ,  or that �e monopoli zed h er danc es for the rest 

of the evening and t a lked with her in comp l e t e  candor of 

his l if e  as  h eir to the Br i t i sh throne ; the confus ion 

comes over wheth er Mis s  St an l ey did or did not wri t e  the 

sub s equ ent story - - "How I Danced with the Princ e of Wal es . "  

As John Chapman r ecal l s  the s tory , Mis s  Stanley 

s ent a t el egram to h er editor as  deadl in e approached whi ch 
I 

s aid s imp l y : "Sorry I h aven ' t  b een ab l e  t o  fi l e .  Have 

b een dancing with the Pr in ce of Wal e s . 1 1 15 Thi s  much can 

b e  con firmed . However , acco rdin g to Chapman , ano ther 

r eporter in the News o ffice  was then impre s s ed to  wri t e  
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the s t i l t ed,  almo s t  imp e rsonal story , which app ear ed under 

. Imogen e ' s  by - l in e  the n ext day . "Upon r eturning from her 
) 

assignment , "  says Chapman , " Mi s s  Stan l ey s eemed gravely 

hurt . Her dance wi th the p r inc e was a per sonal and won -

· de·r£ul affair , and she £el t that the fake story about i t  

. . £ . , , 1 6  · was an 1nvas1on o p r 1 vacy . 

That the ent i re af fair was an emot ional experienc e 

for Mi ss Stan l ey i s  certain . However , I shb el Ro ss , who 

· int erviewed the News r epo r t er years l ater , cl aims that 

Imogene h er s elf wrot e  the s tran gely imper sonal account for 

her own p ap er , whi l e  every other pub l icat ion in New York 

and Canada chatt ed dreami l y  of " �he b eaut iful gir l in green 

who danced wi th the Pr inc e  of Wal es . "  

According t o  Mi ss Ros s , Imogene was so over come 

with gui lt o ver tr::i.cking the charming prince into t al king 

to - her (he did not know unt i l  the next morn ing , when s he 

conf essed t o  him , t hat she was a r eporter ) _, that she cou l d  

not bring hers elf to 
_
ex-po s e  h i s  confi dences : 

She f i l ed a story des cr ib ing the evenin g in 
a detach ed way , not u sing the per sonal pronoun . 
Only the initiat ed newsp ap er r ead"�r woul d  gath er 
£rom it that Imogen e her s elf had danced with the 
Pr ince o£ Wal es . A p ictur e ran b eside it i den ­
t ifying her as the mys t ery woman in gr een . l7 

Ano ther Pr ince-of -Wal e s -watcher was Alva Tay lo r ,  

o f  the Dai l y  News . Alva ' s  b eat was men ' s  fashions and ,  

'• _ ,... 
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· s ince the Pr inc e sp ent mos t  o f  his t ime introducin g new 

c lo thes an d new danc e s t ep s , she kep t  New Yorker ' s  con-

stan t l y  informed of the royal heir ' s  shirt s ,  t i es , shoes , 

sui ts and hat s . 

Nel l ie B l y  made her last s ensat ional sp l ash in 

New Yor k ,  aft er a t en -year ab senc e ,  by becoming the f irst 

woman to wi tness  an execut ion at Sing Sing on January 3 0 ,  

1 920 . N e l lie wro t e  the s tory of Gordon Hamb y ' s  l ast 

moment s  for the New York Journal thus aiding in the birth 

of a new j ou\L'nal i s t ic era - -one whi ch p aral l e l ed very 

closely  h er own . Thou gh Ne l l ie did not l ive to  s ee i t  

, throu gh t o  i ts conc lusion ( she died o n  January 28 , 1 922 ) , 

vir tua l l y  no met ropol itan n ewspap er es cap ed the influence 

of the t abloid epoch . " Even the eminen t l y  r espectab l e  

New Yo r k  Times r ef l ect ed i t  • • .  For the first Tunney-Demp s ey 

prize-f i ght in 1 92 6 , the Times us ed the same s i ze front -

. . 1 8  
page h eadl ine with which J.. t had announc ed the ArmJ..stic e . "  · 

In Lo s Ange l es , Agne� Underwo o d ,  workin g  fir st 

with Ger tru de Pr ic e at the L . A .  Record and l at er as c i t y  

editor o f  t h e  Herald-Expr e s s  p ioneered West Coast s ensa-

t ional ism along with the f l amboyan t  A<;le l a  Ro gers St . Johns . 

Mar j or i e  Drisco l l  j o ined t h e  San Francis co Chronic l e  in 

1919 , aft er a six-year s t int as ci ty e di tor on the 

Pasadena Star . Mis s  Dr i s co l l ' s  excel l ent coverage of 

'•' _.,._ 
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Pres iden t Hardin g ' s  death in Cal ifo rnia brought her and 

her st aff numerous newsp aper awards ; one of  the gi rls  who 

worked for her on thi s s t ory was Geral dine Sart ain . Mi ss 

Sar tain spread the t abloid f ever to Hawaii wh en she joined 

the s t aff of the St ar -Bu l l et in in Hono lulu in 1 924 , 

specializin g  in expos es of the is lands ' crime syndicates . 

Mary Mahon ey a l s o  special i zed in gangl and crime ; 

her b eat was Bos t on an d her paper , the Glob e ,  frequent ly 

found i ts s t ar r ep o rt er in court t est ifying on behalf of , 

or agains t , the c r iminal s she had coaxed ou t of hiding for 

· the p o l ic e . Rut h  Muggl ebee was p erforming the same sort 

of s er vice  for the Bos t on Amer ican while  Mary Elizabeth 

Prim bel i ed h er name with hard-h i t t ing f eatures for the 

Tran s cr ipt .  

In Chi cago , a c i ty r enowned for it s criminal ele-

men t , Peggy Doyl e  turned out gangs t er and gor e stor ies for 

th e Her ald-Examiner '
· 

whi l e  Evelyn Shuler made press  history 

' in Philadelphi a ,  goi n g  to j ai l  briefly for pos in g  as a 

1 l awyer . Mi s s  Shu l er ' s  favori t e  feature mat erial came from 

: the city ' s  r acket eer s ;  she j oined the Phi l adelphia Ledger 

in 1 9 1 8  and for the next t en y ears donn ed dis gui s es and 

c l imbed f i r e  escap es , wil l ingly j eopardi z in g  her own safet y  

t ime and a gain in order "t o get the goods o n  the hoods . "  

J 
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Agnes Underwood in Los Ang·2les  was not the only I 
woman t o  br eak the n ewsroom editorial barri er durin g  this 

perio d ;  in Or egon , Hel en Havener was made city editor of 

the Por tland Pr ess and Laura Vi tray earned the same post  

wi th th e New � GraDhic . Kath er in e  �carborough b ecame 

the first woman copy 1 edi tor on the New York Sun and Hel en 

Roger s Reid att ain ed the unatt ainab l e  by b eco�11ing a vic e-

. president of the New Yor k  Herald Tr��· 
By this  decade , the n ewspa� er bus ines s  i t s elf had 

grown to be such a
· 
comp l icat ed en t i t y  tb.i;\ t tho s e  women who 

l abor ed in the rarified atmospher e  of the upper echelons 

made news by the simp l e  fact of th eir positions . To b e  

· sur e ,  Helen Ro ger s h ad married in to. th e ri gh t  fami l y  t o  

r each the top but her capab l e  h andl ing o f  the pap er ' s  ad-

vertising br ought h er r eco gnit ion and r esp ect . 

There are f ew women who occupy po s i t ions of 
h i gh executive au thority on larg•o:: rne·tropo l i  tan 
n ewsp ap er s . In othe·c wor ds , there are f ew women 
pub l isher s .  Thi s  i s  no t who l ly a �att er of s ex ,  
however . Aft er al l ,  there are but a l imi t ed 
numb er o :=  such pos i t ions in th e who l e  industry , 
and it  is but natural that mo s t  of th es e shou l d  
b e  f i l led b y  men . Which makes a ll t h e  mor e  
in t er es t i n g  t h e  p er sonal ity o f  a wo:'.llan who throu gh 
h er own abi l ity , her f l air for j ournal istic 
l eadership and management , i s  ab l e  t o  s t eer the 
cours e of one of th e country ' s  l arges t , o l des t , 
most  inf l u entia l , and mo s t  high l y  r esp ected n ew­
p aper s • 1 9 

Th i s  pr e·face p receded a -;:_J er sonal i t y  p -rofi l e of 

1 5 1 
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Mr s .  R e i d  wr i t t en by Mona . Gardner for the Satu rday Even iJ 

· Po s t . 

In 1 9 1 1 He l en Rogers mar r i e d  Ogden R e i d ,  s on of 

· the f amou s Wh i t el aw Reid . For the f i r s t  y ea r s  o f  her 

i marr i a ge H e l en devo t ed her s el f , ou t s i de of h er home , ex -

: elus i vel y t o  suffr a ge wor k .  Sh e  s er v ed the New York S t at 
I i 
I 

! 
Woman ' s  Suff r a g e  p arty a s  t r ea su r er an d in t h e  p r oc e s s  

: r ais ed $ 5 00 , 000 . In 1 9 1 8 , - at h er husband ' s  suggestion , 

Mr s .  Rei d decided t o  contr ibut e h er money -making t al en t s  

I j t h e  T r ibun e .  B y  1 922 s h e  was off ic i al ly " di recto r  o f  

advert i s in g ; " a vi c e -p r es i den cy went wi th t h e  t i t l e  but 
I 
�� unoffic i a l l y  t h e  R e ids operat ed th e Heral d-Tr ibune on a 

1
p artner s hip b as i s . 

.
H e l en ' s  f l a i r  for bu s in e s s and h er 

I adver t i s in g  s en s e wer e evi dent f r om t h e  moment s h e  wa l ked.  

I . 
: throu gh the doo r ; within f ive y ea r s  she mana ged t o  t r ip l e  
I 
! t he Tr ibune ' s  a d  r evenue . I j A s t o n i sh i n g  a s  i t  may s eem the s a�e decade wh i ch 

spawned exa g ge r at ed inanit y irt the t ab l oids al s o  s aw womer 

1 wri t er s  come i n t o  t h e i r  own in the s erious s i de of the 

i 1 • • . 
. f . l d  • b. h • I • I PO 1 t 1cal 1 e  • Co ra R1 g y ,  t e Mon 1 t o r  s Wash1ngton 

: bur ea•1 chi ef , i n t ro duced Mary F .  Hoc:-naday t o  the Pre s s  
! 

Gal l ery at t h e  s ame t ime that Mary O sborn e Carpent er t o o k  

. char ge o f  t h e  La Pr e� bu r eau . 



, _______ ,, ---------� 
Ruth F i _-me;,: ,  a S c r ipp s -H'J'Sd r rl s t ar , speciali zed 

in o i l , power , l abo r and feder al budgeting news eminating 

from the nat ion ' s  cap i tol . Sh e l e f t Cal ifor nia in 1 924 

, and won h er Washin gton r eportorial st ripes by b ein g b etter 

1 informed than the l eg i s l ators on b i l ls  affectin g  her home 

stat e . 

Win ifr eq Ma l lon , the first woman to s erve in the 

New Yor k  Time s Washington bur eau , was admit t ed t o  the 

Pr ess Gal l ery in 1 9 1 8 . Sh e cover ed both th e Republ ican 

and Demo crat i c  nat ional conven t ions in 1928 an d fo l lowed 

the candi dates cro s s  country to r ecord their recep tion . 

Bess Fu rman , from Nebraska , co ver ed n at ional 

pol it i c s  for As soc iat ed Pre s s . Her sp ecial as s i gnment - -

i n  addit ion t o  the Hou s e  o f  Rep r e s entat ives - -was Mrs .  

Herbert Hoover . When the a&ninis trat ions chan ged , Bess 

s t ay ed on the j ob , dogging Mrs . Roos evel t ' s  every foo t s t ep . 

Togeth er she and Ruby Black , who vva s as s i gned to the New 

Deal er ' s  wife by the Uni t ed Press , t rave l ed thous an ds of 

mil es in the Fi rst  Lady ' s  company . 

Other l adies of the p r es s  were t ravel ing dur ing 

these year s . Rh eta Dorr , ever on the mo ve , was covering 

the Bu l gar ian upr i s ings , whi l e  Peg<Jv Hul l  and Irene Kuhn 

travel ed to the Orient for the Tr ibune . They spl i t  up in 

Man i l a , Mis s  Hu l l  to r etur n to the Sta! es , and I_:fen:� to 
·-- , 

l SJ 

,, - -



acco-:n.pany her hu sband t o  Hono l u l u . Ber t  Kuhn was an 

editor fo r the Star -Bu l l et i n  wh i le Mr s .  Kuhn s erved as a 

corresponden t for the Int ernat i onal N ews Servi c e - -once 

s co oping r i val wir e  servic es wi th the fir s t  r eport of a 

t i dal wave . 

Offered a chance t o  edit the �ina Pr es s ,  the Kuhns 

with their n ew baby gir l , Rene , mo ved first to Kob e ,  then 

to Shanghai . Du1:-in g the rio ts of 1 925 Mr s .  Kuhn helped to 

o r gan i z e  the Women ' s  Vo lunt eer Mo tor Can t een Corp s  and 

b ecame the first woman broadcas t er in the Orien t . 

Like Hel en Ro ger s  R eid , DJrot� Thompson devo t ed 

the ear ly part of her career to suffrage work . Aft er she 

graduat ed from Syr acus e Univer s i ty in 1 9 1 4 , sh e worked as 

an organi z er in upp er New Yo rk . Though the work was 

sati s.fying and admirab l y  sui t ed t o  her t emp era;nent - - "Her 

chief funct ion , she was told , was to at tract at t en t ion t o  

the movemen t by star t in g pub lic argumen t s ; and sh e made a 

notabl e success of i t  i n  scores  o£ upper New· York St ate 

t 1 1 20 . own s . - - l t  was no t a l i vin g ,  so  she went on to try 

adver t i s in g  and social work b efore deci di n g  that wri t i n g  

wa s her career amb it ion . 

�n 1 9 1 9  wi th virtually  no prospect s and $ 150 i n  her 

pocket sh e sai l ed for Londo n , det ermined t o  r ever s e  the 

t r adi t io na l  road t o  suc c es s  for a forei gn __ corEe�eo!:_l_
den!_

: 
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of earnin g her r epor t in g s tripes s t ate -side then l 
go in g o vers eas , she was going to  do just the opposi t e ·  j 
" It must b e  said,  to the vas t credit of Mi s s  Thomp s on , "  

po i n t s  out her bio grapl1 er , Ch ar l es Fi sher , "that no one 

ever en t er e d  the exci t i n g l ife with £ewer introduct ions or 

mo r e  r e s o l u t i o n  than Her inge..'lui ty ·was boundl ess : 

:-= e r  f i rs t  :1 o t i o :1  o f  na:, i n {;; mo:1 e:V" du r i :1 g  :ler 
t o u r  o c cu r r ed 1vh en she met a gr oup o£ Zioni s t s  
o n  t h e  ship going over . They wer e o n  their way 
to a confer enc e  in London . Mis s  Thompson spent 
th e bet t er p ar t  o£ the cro s s in g  wi th them , and , 
upon arriving ,  ca l l ed the London offic e  of the 
Internat ional News S ervice an d informed the 
manager that nobody he could na�ne kn ew as mu ch 
abou t Zio:1ism as she di d .  What i£ she cover ed 
the convention £or him? she su gges t ed .  

The manager agreed an d so Mi s s  Thomps on 
ent er ed her f ir s t  as s i gnment in a si gnificant 
fraTfle o£ mind : convinced tha t sh e was an author ­
ity on the subj ec t fro� the ins ide out . She 
cover ed the s es sion comp et ent l y  and aft erward 
made an arran gement with I .N . S .  t o  freel anc e at 
spac e rates . 22 

In 1 92 0  she covered the Irish hunger s trike in 

· County Cork ; in 1 92 2  sh e int er viewed Dr . Eduard Bene s - -in 

her opinion one of h er f inest pieces of j ournal ism . In 

1 925 Cyrus H .  K. Cu rt i s , owner of the Pub l i c  Ledger , pur -

chas ed the New Yocrk Post , then cab l ed Dorothy asking h er 

to mo ve from Vienna t o  B er lin a s  direc·tor of the Cen tral 

Europ ean Bu reau for the combined paper s . Dir ectorship o£ 

s uch an importan t  foreign bu .reau was an importan t  f irst for 

. -

l 
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CHAPTER V I  [ I  

PR')F'ESS IONi\ L COMPET I TORS : 1930-1 960 

Dur in g  the n ext thirty years women account ed for 

a ful l quar t er of the nation ' s  news gather ers and , as the 

• decade of the Sixties  a?proached , they accel erated past 

; t he one - third mark ( in 1960 , of the 1 02 , 8 59 persons em-

ploy ed as r epor t ers an d editors in the Uni t ed Stat es , 37 . 2  

1 
p er· cent o r  3 8 , 305 wer e women ) .  Thu s , i t  b ecomes mor e  

and mo re di ff icul t to analyze their individual contribu -

t ions . Wh i l e  in 1880 the mer e presenc e of a woman in a 

news room earned her a spot in journal i s t i c  his tory , by 

her s i s t ers worked rou t in e l y  elbow - to -elbow wi th their 

mal e co l leagues in fo reign capito l s , sma ll tcrwn court 

b eat s , Wor l d  Series games , and even in foxholes . 

Th e newswoman herself h ad chan ged- -in 1 93 0  she 

had had the right to vo t e  for a bare decade but she di d 

not take kindly to b ein g shunt ed of£ into a corn er t o  turn 

ou t the women ' s  p age . For the mo st part sh e was b e t t er 

educated and a few yea� s o l der than her no vice count erpart 

of f ifty  y ears earl ier , and she had mor e  compet i t ion . 

1 

I 
I I j 
��� 
I 

! 
I 

I 
As the nat ion t ee t ered abou t , t ry in g  to r egain i t s  I 

ecol)oTUi9 , po l :i,  t ical and §Oc:i,.al ba.lal}ce _ in j:he _1 9.10_!_� , -�_Q ___ _
_ j 
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too did the news media . Papers  a cr o s s  the country b egan 

t o  look mor e  s eriously  at the event s r ecorded on their 

woo d-pulp pages - -tab l o i ds wer e on. the way out and a !!lor e  

thoughtful j ou rnal i s t i c  era was makin g i t s bow : 

Th e r i s e  o f  interp retat ive r epor t in g  was the 
mo s t  impor t ant devel opmen t of the ·  1 93 0 ' s and 
1 940 1 s  . . .  Proper backgrounding of news event s ,  
and co ver in g of maj o r  ar eas o f  human ac t i vity by 
special i s t s , wer e no t unknown b efor e  that t ime , 
just  as unc r i t ical and s ensat ional i zed t reatment 
of news cont inu ed in the p r e s s  aft er that t ime . 
But the impact o f  the po l i t ical - s oc ial - ec onomic 
r evolut ion o f  the New Deal y ear s , the r i s e of 
modern s ci entific t echno l o gy , the shrinking of the 
world into one vas t  arena fo r power po l i t i c s  
forced a new approach to  the h andl i n g  of n ews . 
:'Why ' became important , along wi th the t radi t ional 
' who d i d  what , ' b ecaus e the reader , mor e  than 
ever , wan t ed and needed to know the meaning of the 
news . Coverage of p o l i t ic s ,  economi c s  and bus ines s , 
for ei gn affai r s , s i enc e ,  l abo r ,  agriculture , and 
social  work was improved py rep6 r t er - sp ec ial i s t s . 2 

In l i ght o f  thi s chan gi n g  at t itude t oward news in  

, general , the n ewswoman �as no longer r egarde d  as  an im-

. � 
: portant 1 1 ingr edient 1 1  in news coverage . Her p r e s enc e at a 

; news even t  was incons equent ial ; h er value - - l i ke any oth er 

: r epor t er ' s  - -r e s t ed wi th h er abi l i t y  to g�casp and mar sha l l  

sal i ent fact s , t o  r eport to her r eader s wi th the crit ical 

, eye of a t r ained obs �r ver , and , on o cc a s i on , t o  add the 

' 

j ins i ght which comes wi th " special i zat ion . ,  By the 1 93 0 ' s  

· an d  1 940 ' s i t  s eems cl ear that s ex p r ejudi c e  in the 

· newsr oom- -wh i l e  not era s ed- -was f adin g into the backg;::-ound :  

' 
L ______ _ 



Competence had become the  key c r i t e r i a . 

In t he 1 93 0 ' s Do roth_y: Thompson ' s  car eer reached 

: a  l e vel wh ich began to brin g to her the title  " p r i nc i p l e  

l ady mental wel t erwei gh t o f  ou r curr en t 

By 1 940 , Dor othy ' s  t hrice-week ly co lumn , 

3 
c i v i l i z a t i o n . ' ' 

1 10n the Record , " 

, was purchased by 125 n at ional pa?ers and r ead by some ­

' t hing l ike 8 , 405 , 3 9 9  subs crib er s .
4 

Dorothy figuratively covered the glob e ; her 

col umns were almo s t  always co smic in nature - -anyth in g  that 

moved on the internat ional s c ene was her beat . Her p as -

s ionat e concern o ver t he ways o £  the wo rld brought her 

s cathing cri t icism and hyp erbo l ic admirat ion from s tates -

men an d col l eagues a l ike , y et few ,  if any , att r ibut ed h er 

abi l i t ie s  or short c omings t o  her sex . 

Char l es Fisher sugge s t s the scope of Mis s 

Thomp son ' s  men t al prowes s :  
\_ 

Mis s Thompson deal s  with th e tumu l t  of the age 
from her hou s e  in Eas t  48th Street , New Yo rk,  
wher e she has maint ained o f f ices sinc e she  broke 
wi th the N ew � Heral d Tr ibune over her support 
of Roos evel t agains t Wendel l Wil kie . From her 
workroom on the s econd floor she has p robab ly 
contrived t o  cover as much gr ound,  in a geog:r. aph­
ical  and philosophical s ens e ,  as anyone e l s e  in 
her prof es s ion . 

Th ere i s  one recent e s s ay whi ch is r emembered 
g:r.at e f ul l y by conno i s s eu r s a s  an unque s t ionab l e  
new record for the cour s e . In s o�e 800 or 900 
words Mis s  Thomp 3 on deal t au thorit at ively with 

'• ...... 
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I 
I both 
I i 

An g l o -Amer ican influenc e in Europe ; the proper 
manner for po Rt -war r econ s t ruct ion ; the U .  S .  
at t i tude toward Vi chy ; the Czecho slovakian 
t n�a.t y w i t h  l(u s s i a ; the Mun ich Con fer enc e o f  
l 9J B ; Gpn er a l  Smu t s ; K i n g  P c: t e-r o f  Jugo s l avia ; 
Feder al i s m ;  Democracy ; p r c s <�n t u .  s .  Fo r e i gn 
Po L icy ; French , It a L ian a n d  German r eact ion t o  
Al L i ed �at ions p l ans ; the geo graphy o f  
Czecho s l o v_at<:ia ; and the pr i vat e pol it ical de­
s i res o f  the Serb , Croat , and S l o vene Fact ions 
in Ju go.s lavia . s 

Dorothy was given to making prejudgments about 

nat ions and p eop l e ; she had the utmo s t  confidenc e in 

I I 
i 

i 
i 
l 

Jher own as sessmen t of the wor l d  I s i tuation and of the human 1 

j charact er . Her bat tin g average as a s eer ess is impressive ' II_! 
I I !but she

,

i s  probab l y  best r ememb ered by many reader s for one ! 
l co l los sal mis cal cul at ion , made when she interviewed Hit l er 
! 
! l in 1 93 2 : I 

I When I f inal l y  wal ked into Adolf Hit l er ' s  

II 
s alon in the Kais erhoff Ho t el I was convinc ed that 
I was meet ing the fu ture dictator of Germany . In 

II somethin g less t han fift y  seconds I was quit e 
sure I was not . I t  took me just  about that t ime I to measur e  the startl ing ins i gnificanc e of this 

i man who has s et the wo r l d  ago g .  I I He is incons equent and volub l e , i l l -po i s ed ,  I I ins ecure- -th e  very prototyp e  of the Lit t l e  Man . . .  'I ,1!1 and yet he i s  not without a c er t ain charm . 6 
I 

I 
Durin g t hi s  same era po 1 it i ca 1 wr iting 1 aunched I 

\ anoth er woman , Cl ar e  Booth Luc e .  Clar e  came from a rich 

! 
!fami l y  and married a r i ch man , George Brokaw . However , as ' i 
l 
! the decade of the 2 0 ' s  came to a clos e and with it  her j 
! twenty -ninth b ir t hday , sh e thrus t the p s eudo ·-s ophisticat ed l '- · ·--- ·-· ...... -- · --· --· - - - -- - .. ·----· . . . .... __ ___ __ _j 
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world of Lon g I s l an d  b ehind her . She di vorced Mr . Brokaw 

and wrangled a j ob on Vogu� magazine - -actua l l y  she took 

advantage o-f pub li sher Conde Nas t 1 s ab sence ;  she illc\r ched 

i nto th e o-ffic e ,  s at down at an emp t y  de sk an d exp l ained 

to the start l ed office manager that h er salary r equ i r e -

;:;.ent s ,.. _ .,  4 • n ·.- ,.- ·-
../ - ,:,... --�.:./ ..J . •  

Europ e .  Her wo rk was sufficien t l y  go od that t h e  rus e 

. wo rked and Nas t , surp ri s ed but impr es s ed by her t enacity , 

h ir ed h er at $35 a week and soon promo t ed her t o  his 

Vanity Fair st aff . 

Cl are ' s  sp ecial ty was satir e and her car icatures 

of nat ional and internat ional p o l i t ical f i gures nicely 

suit ed the so?h i st icated audi enc e  o f  Van ity Fair . How-

ever , C l ar e  took her work s eriou s ly and soon tired o f  the 

r o l e  of obs erver ; she det ermined to b ecome a p arti cipant 

in t h e  p o l it ical ar ena . :tn  1932 she shar ed Mr s .  Woo dr ow 

Wil s on ' s  box at the Democrat i c  Convention ; she backed 

·wendel l  Wil kie in 1 940 and , by 1 944 , she gave the keyno t e  

sp eech a t  the Repub l ican Nat ional ' Convent ion . Fr equ ently 

at odds with such p o l i tical sages a s  Dorothy Thomp s on , 

Clare was n everthel e s s  el ect ed to Congress and appoin t ed 

to numerous ambassadorial miss ions . Her pol it ical es s ays 

have since graced mo s t  of the nat ion ' s  maj or publica-

t ions - -includin g ,  o f  cour s e ,  tho s e  of her s econd hu sband 

-.· --
'·" - - -.· _ .,.._ 
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Ti me -Lif� magn at e , Henr y Luc e . 

A far different writin g style was develop ed by 

Doris  Fl e e s on , po l i t i cal  columnis t for the New Yor k  Daily 

New s . Al ready a veteran r eport e r  in Augu s t  1 933 when she 

and her hu sb and, John O ' Donnel , int roduc ed a j oint 

Was hington column cal l ed " Cap i tal Stuff , "  Dor is soon went 

' on to j o in the Uni t ed Features syndicat e .  In 1 95 4  she 

became the first woman to win the Raymond C l apper award 

for mer itoriou s  r eportin g .  

Lest the road s e em too smooth for th e l adies of 

the pres s in the p o l itical  ar ena , it shou l d  be poin t ed out 

/ that many s t i l l  encount ered edi tor s who doubt ed a woman ' s  

I 
l ab i l ity t o  dea l with subj e c t s  mor e  taxing t han b read 
I I b aking an d f ashion . In 1 93 4  Mar guerite Young l eft Scripps 

I i Howar d Worl d Telegram in a huff : 
I 
I i The few s at i sfying s t or ie s  I coul d  wri t e 

were at the exp en s e  of wr i t in g  uncounted r eams 
of woman-story p iff l e  whi ch shamed me as a 
j ournal i s t  as wel l as r ender ed me a tool i n  the 
Scr ipps -Howard p roc e s s  of deadening its vaunt ed 
l abor r eader s to  important even t s  affectin g  
them b y  drownin g  them dai l y  in s ent imental pap . 7 

Carrying on th e t r adi t ion of f ine p o l itical 

l coverage from Washington fo:r the Chris t ian S c i enc e Monitor , I 
l ! 
! begun 
! 

in 1 9 1 8  b y  Cora Rigby , was .Jos euhine Rip l ey . 

In the educat ion f i el d ,  R•At h  Dunb ar , of the 

�.. _ ....... 

I 
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Sun -Times , and Wi lma Mo-::-r i s  on , o:f the 

as excel l ent examp l es of 

toward r eporter sp ecial izat ion . 

Another tradit i o��l ly mal e domin ion , 

�:rt:::- --� 
the new I 

! 
I i 

economic s , 

fir st tipped its  hat t o  a woman in the l ate 1 930 ' s .  The 

woman , �via Por !_�, has b ecome a l egend in f inancial 

. circ l es : 

In 195 9 ,  wh en she wrot e  about the first 
5 p er cent go vernment not e  is sue in current 
history , t here was a l and-office rush to buy . 
( ' I want some o f  tho s e  s ecur i t ie s  Sylvi� Por ter 

wro t e  abo ut . ' )  And some mon ths l ater , when she 
sugges t ed that her reader s wri t e  to their broker s , 
or to the New York s-tock Exchange , for assorted 
p amphl e t s  on investin g ,  many thous ands did j u s t  
that . 8 

Sylvia ' s  economic a cumen developed ear l y . She was 

• just s event een when the " gr eat crash" came , yet she knew 

; wel l i t s  imp l icat ions : 

On Octob er 6 ,  1 92 9 ,  my youn g widowed mother 
had just  about every p enny of her nest egg in 
the stock market . Her cash investment was com­
p arat ively modest but h er s t ake in the market 
was qui t e  impr es sive . For Mother was in Wal l  
St reet o n  a 1 0  p e r  c ent mar gin , mean ing that b e ­
hind every $1 0 , 000 of stock she 1 owned , ' she 
had only $ 1 , 000 of h er own money . With that sort 
of borrowing power , she was ab l e  to l oad up 
with • • •  ( sto cks ) 

By Oc tober 29 , 1 929 , Mother ' s  nest egg was a 
bit t er memory and we were f l at broke . As stock 
pr i c es pl unged un der the ava l anche of s el l in g ,  
she s imp l y  cou l ch1 1 t rais e the cash demand•2d t o  
k�ep the margin up t o  1 0  per c en t . Along with 
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mi l l ions of other sp ecul ator s ,  she was so l d  
out • . .  

9 

Mi ss  Po rter ' s  wri t in g  s t yl e suggests some of the 

i reason fo r her succ es s . Her accoun t s  of compl icat ed 
- � financial t angles wer e consis t en t ly int er esting and , mor e  

I 
! important , unders t an dabl e .  Scornin g such phrases as 

l ! "economic par ity , "  "pr ice-earnings ratio , 1 1 and " discre-

l t ionary income , "  which she cal l ed "baff l ega.b , "  she writes 

; only J..n t erms which ·th e  average reader cou l d  be expected 

to under stan d .  

Slyvia ' s  career be gan o n  Ju l y  8 ,  1 932 when , at 

ninet een , she got a j ob wi th a Fifth Avenue investment -

couns e l in g  f irm . From then on h er r is e  in the financ ial 

wor l d  was inevitab l e : 

From t ime t o  t ime , as a p ar t icular facet o£ 
the fiel d p o s ed an int eres ting p rob l em ,  she wro t e  
i t  up and submi t t ed it £or pub l icat ion to the 
s el ect j ournal s distribut ed around Wal l Street , 
and to  the financial s ec·t ions o£ the New Yor k  
newsp ap er s . S h e  p rudently s i gned t hem " S . F .  
Por t er . "  Her shrewd commen t s  and analy s es b egan 
to app ear ·r egul arly and wer e r ead with r esp ec·t 
and int er est in the financial  strongholds of the 
bus ine s s  wor l d . l O  

Soon Syl vi a  began t o  find mor e  satis fact ion in 

facet of financ es than in any other . She began with a 

r egu lar colu,nn in the Amer ican ?ank�E_ but was soon invi t ed 

t o  join the New Yor� Po s t . 

-.· _ ..... 

In 1 940 , S o  F o  Porter 
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Financial Edi tor o£ th e  Po s t  bu t in 1 9 42 the p aper ' s  l 
editor deci ded t o  take advant a ge of the fact that his 27 -

colu:nn a l s o  car c i ed h er p i c t u r c - - " a  h<:\ l C - co l umn pho t o c;:rc ;\p h 

1 1  of t h e  att ract ive young b r un e t t e . 1 1 

Th e f i r s t  c espons e was �> L ar. t l in g ;  -f r o m  a 

long-time c o r r e spo n den t who h a d  b e en a � lr e s s i n g  
qu er i es and commen t s  t o  I Dl:'C\L' Mr . Po r t e r ' I un der 
the impres s ion tha t  the co l umni s t  was an o l d  
man w i t h  a whit e b ear d ,  came a new salutat ion : 
"Dar l in g ! 1 1 12  

Sy lvia did not bal k at  the f lurry o£ pub lic 

r ecognition which fol lowed , nor was she cowed by the de-

nunciation of a do zen 1 1S i l ver Senator s , 1 1  who b lus t er ed in 

s el f -r i ght eous indi gnat ion over a s eries  of ar t ic l es she 

! 
wro t e  in 1 940 under the t i t l e "Uncle  Sa:n ' s Silver Scandal . 1 1 i 

! 

To dat e ,  Mis s  Port er ( al s o  known as  Mr s . G .  Sumner Col l ins ) ! 
!I has writt en five books on financ e ,  al l aimed at the l ay -

man , and edi t s  a weekl y n ewsl e t t er cal l e d  RIO[?orting on I 
Governments . 

No t al l of the n ew b reed of woman r eport er s con -

c erned thems el ves with such wei ghty subj ec t s . Du.r in g  this 

p eriod , too , H edda Hopper and Lou el l a  P?-:r. son.s were honing 

! 
i I l . 

in on Ho l l ywoo d ,  and a 22 -year -ol d g irl named Jean e  Hofmann . 

b ecame 1 1the nat ion ' s  only woman wr i t er - car t oonis t  of big-

13 t ime sport s . 1 1 
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i j . J eane , a native o£ Los An geles , l). ega.n .fol lowing 

!bas eball whi l e  conval escing :fr om a chi l dhoo d i l lness . The 

j long hours  in b ed didn ' t  s eem half so  bad whi l e  she 

l l is t en ed t o  radio broadcasts  des cribing the game "play by 
! 
I j p l ay . "  In 1 93 7 : 

. i ' 
• • .  she tos s ed up further educat ion at 

St anford Un iver sity to take a p art -time j ob on 
the Hol l ywood Cit ize�-News . For thr ee months 
she co vered the local sp ring t rain ing camps 
and the Pacific Coast League and gained di s ­
t inc t ion as the only woman ever t o  wan g l e  her 
way into the p r es s  box at Wr igl ey F i el d  in Lo s 
Angel es . She fo l lowed foo tba l l , basketbal l 
and hockey • .  _ 1 4 

When Jeane final ly t al ked her way into a j ob with 

the Ph i l adelphia EveninS2 Bul l et in in 1 940 ,  h er fir s t  

a s s i gnment was a fashion show ! According t o  J eane , she 

" me s s ed it all up " but convince d  her editor that she knew 

mo re about basebal l t han heml ines . ·  He gave her a chance 
y 

in the sport s departmen t an d " soon she was drawin g  a dai ly 

£our - column cartoon . Last y ear she began writ ing a two -

column i l lustrat ed spo rt s featur e ,  di gging up mat erial in 

the Shib e Park p r e s s  box, the du gout and even the dr essing 

room with equal apl omb . " 1 5 

A g r eat number of the wo�uen who account ed for the 

growin g  rariks of j ournal i s t s  acros s the country wer e ho ld-

ing down ' impor t ant spo t s  on rur al publicat ions . 

'·" ....... 
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! whi l e  Mr s .  H e l en Re i d  r ec eived the Amer i c an Women ' s  

: As so c i at io n  awar d f or di s t in guished wor k  in j ou rnal i s m ,  

I 
: Mr s . Mary El i z ab eth Mahnkey_ c ame t o  !'l"ew Yor k  t o  col l ect � 
I 
I ! magaz ine p ri z e  a s  the b e s t  c ount r y  newsp aper corresponder 
i 
I 
l in Amer i c a . 
I -

I Wr i t in g  a go s s ip column fo r the Taney County 

I Repub l i can in Fo r sythe , Mis s our i , Mr s .  Mahnkey had wr it t <  

for f o r t y -four year s wi th one under l y in g phi los ophy : 

I£ any s t r anger came in o r  anybo dy mo ved or 
a b aby was b orn o r  someb o dy got mar r i ed o r  died, 
then that was n ews .- And when k i n s fo l k  come from 
a l on g  way off . I ' d  ment ion al l their names and 
br i gh t en up the column s o r  mak e  s omeone l augh o r  
p l ea s e  s ome chi l d  o r  s ome o l d  p er son . I£ any ex­
c i t i n g  cr ime o r  anything no t exact l y  r i ght hap ­
p ened in Oas i s , I j u s t  l et - it go and di dn ' t wr i t e  
i t  up , b ecau s e tho s e  s o r t  o £  t h i n g s  happ en in 

16 a:.1y p l ac e . 

Wh i l e mo s t  country edi to r s  an d r ep o r t er s  shared 

Mr s .  Mahnkey ' s  b el i e£ in local cover age , f ew shar ed h er 

n ews s ens e .  Hazel B r annon , of Mis s is s ipp i , was one who c 
I 1 not shy away f r om cont r o ·ver s y . 
I 

Haz e l  bough t t h e  Lexington Adver t i s er in 1 943 ; a 

gr a duat e o£ t h e  U n i ver s ity of Al abiliua w i th two year s r e ­
I 
! po r t in g  exp e r i en c e , s h e  h ad her own i deas about what a I I I 
1 country n ewsp a� er s hou l d  b e . 

1n t h e  b eginning the town sfo l k  coul d  n o t  s ee much 

diff erence b etween Mi s s  Hazel ' s  wri t in g  and t h at o f  h er 



·predecessors. Most o:f the paper's pages were :filled with 

homey chatter and classified ads like this one: "For 

sale: Wild winter peas, double cleaned." 

Before too long, however, the paper's editorials 

titled "Through Hazel's Eyes," began to deal with two very 

touchy subjects--gambling and bootlegging, both of which 

were illegal in Holmes County: 

Today we have one joint after another lining 
the highways going in and out of every town in the 
county. Slot machines are seen in practically all 
of them, drunkenness, cursing, fighting goes on. 
The places are full of lawlessness and corruption, 
and not fit, even safe, for sober people. 

There are plenty of people in Holmes County 
who enjoy a drink, but, like the writer, feel 
that such places should not remain a challenge to 
everything decent. 17 

Apparently she was right, for 200 citizens signed 

her petition urging circuit Judge s. F. Davis to call a 

• grand jury investigation of "organized crime" in Holmes 

• County. That Hazel's campaign was not unopposed can be 

surmised from one of her columns: 

I should like to warn those persons re­
sponsible for rumors that you better watch your 
step. You who are trying to impugn my motives 
don't amount to anything, anyway. I'm no lily­
white reformer, but the people of Holmes County 
don't want organized crime here. 18 

Following the grand jury hearings Holmes County 

Sheri££ Murtagh was promptly castigated and sent to round 
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up every boot legger and slot mach ine in si ght . The sheriff 

di d not take kindly to the upbraidin g ,  and some said he 

was sore at los ing some "protect ion money" as wel l , but he 

lost no t ime in get ting back at Mi s s  Hazel . 

Mi s s  Brannon was arr e s t ed by a deputy in the foyer 

of the cou rthous e .  The char ge- -quest ionin g a wi tnes s who 

was s t i l l within the court ' s  juris dict ion . Hazel p l eaded 

innocence on the grounds of i gnoranc e but the j udge fined 

her $50 and fift een day s , susp ending s entenc e for two 

year.s . When Hazel decided to appeal the case at the stat e  

l evel , Mi s s i s s iEEi News editor Fr ederick Su l l ens com-

ment ed , "Ou r guess is that our Supreme Court , when Mis s  

Brannon ' s appeal comes up for h ear in g ,  i s  going t o  s l ap 

the ears of that c ircuit j udge right down under his toe -

nails  . " 1 9 He was r i ght ! 

Another country las s ,  Caro Brown , faced opposition 

unafrai d .  Caro worked a s  a report er for the Al ice  (Texas ) 
\ 

Daily Echo when s t at e  and federal agen t s  be gan moving in 

on the smal l county , det ermin ed to rid it onc e and for all  

of  the  tyrannou s one -man p o litical rul e  impos ed by  "George 

B .  Parr , a t ou gh s outh Texan who was known as the Duke of 

20 
· Duval County . 1 1  

Parr rul ed the county and a good port ion of the 

-.· - - -.- - -
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stat e ,  with his  p o l itical machine and p r ivat e army ; he  and 

his fami ly had dominated the area fo r forty y ears and 

"mor e than on e r eport er £ailed to get informat ion about 

Duval County , "  according t o  Tom E .  Fit e ,  managin g editor 

of the Echo , "and one died t rying . "  

When st ate and federal agencies final ly went 
into Duval County to open the r ecords , r eporters 
sti l l  were not free of the threat of harm if they 
wro te and printed the story . But Mr s .  Brown wro t e  
her stor i es , and they were pub l ished ,  under per­
hap s  as difficult condit ions as such a story ever 
was . 21 

Uncovering the det ai l s  of Parr ' s  l egendary wrong-

doing took hour s o£ p ainstaking investigat ion ; Caro at -

t ended meet in gs and court hearin gs and p or ed over pub l ic 

' r ecords . On J anuary 1 9 , 1 954 she thrus t hers elf between 

a r an ger and one of Parr ' s  sons as they strugged £or 

p o s s ession o£ the r anger ' s  pisto l : 

As I watched I coul d  tel l that the talk b e ­
tween the sher i££ (Parr ) and Ranger Br i dge was 
becoming h eated and I shushed the man who was 
tal king to me . ' Something ' s  fixing to happen , 1 
I warned . 

And i t  did • • .  Parr ' s  l ef t  ear r eceived an 
open t ear when i t  was twi s t ed by the Ranger cap ­
t ain , who al s o  hit Parr wi th hi s £ish before 
s t icking his gun in his r ib s . 

At this po int I s t epped into the middl e ,  
b e ggin g ,  1 Cap , p l ease don 1 t ,  p l ease  don 1 t 1 • • •  22 

For this courageous p iece o£ work Caro Brown r e -

c eived the Pul it zer Pri z e  f o r  l ocal r eporting in 1955 and 

,, _ ..... 
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a l e tt er of app rec iation from John 

General of Texas : 

You • • .  have the g:rat i tude of the p eopl e  of 
Du va l Coun t y  and the S t a te of Texas and the ad·­
mirat ion o f  your prof ess ion . But your greatest 
compens at ion , I am sure ,  is  the sat isfact ion o f  
having helped b r in g  forty y ear s o f  corrupt ion and 
t er ror ism to an end .  Duval Count¥ is no longer 
the ' Lan d  of Mur der and Mayhem • .  

t. 2 i 
l 

In the 1 9 30 ' s  J .  Edgar Hoover and his G-men , hot on! 

the trail of "Bab y Face "  Ne lson , " Machine Gun "  Kel l y , and 

John Dil l inger , were gaining heroic s tature in headl ines 

acr o s s  the nat ion . Thu s , an import an·t b eat on any 

metropo litan p aper r emained the cr iminal el ements of s o -

ciety . 

Many t ab l o i d  a lumni fou:1d thems elves among ·th e  top 

" cr ime sp ecial i st s "  in the journal i s t ic worl d .  Nel lie 

Kenyon of the Chat t anooga ( Tenne s s ee ) News won a $ 1 , 000 

prize Po r her story of the det ective work which l ed to t he 

cap tur e of a bank b andit . Adding ·thri'l l and f l avor t o  the 

account was the fac·t that Mi s s  Kenyon h er s el f  di d the 

det ect ive wor k ;  fol lowing a $ 6 , 6 17 r obbery in 1 93 1 ,  Nel l i e ,  

fol lowing up a r andom r emark made b y  a nur s e ,  uncovered 

a ·t r ial of c lues whi ch eventual ly l ed t o  the capture of 

the b andit . Though h er l ocal fame r es t s  on this one in -

cident , Mis s  Kenyon proved her invest igat ive ski l l  t ime 

an d again . 

. .. - -

! ! 

173 



/7 'I 
--- - · - -- -

1 When the N ew Yor k  Wor l d  die d  i n  1 93 1  aft er a f o r t _y· · I  ei gh t  y ear -run , on e o f  i t s  b es t  fr on t  -p<>ge r ep o r t er s  wa s 

I Eleno r e  Kel l o gQ •  El eno r e  was a g':meral r ep o r t er but h er !coverage o f  b i g - c i ty cr ime b rought h er a front -page b y - l ir 

; in one edit ion aft er another . When th e Wor l d  f o l ded she 

b i d a r eluc tan t  f a r ewel l t o  the f r at ernal gr oup under the 

"Go l den Dome" and j o ined Asso ciated Pr e s s . Her car eer wa� 

ended abrup t l y  when she d i e d ,  f o l l owing an op eration in 

1 93 5  • 

. Kat h l een _!v1cLailghlin ' s  y ear s o n  the Ch i cago Tribun ' 

wer e f i l l ed with the do in gs o f  gan g s t er dom . When "Bi g 

. Tim" Murphy was r el eas ed from p r i s on , Kathl e en was s en t  t< 

accomp any h im b ack fr oill Leavenwo rth . Frequ e n t l y  i t  f e l l  

t o  h er t o  t e l l  the mob s t er ' s  "mo l l s "  that t h ey wer e widow 

aft er a maj o r  sho o t out , Mis s  McLau ghl in woul d  b e  fir s t  o n  

t he spot at t h e  vic t ims ' homes , r eady t o  r ep o r t  on any 

" r et al i at ion p l an s " which mi ght b e  in the offin g .  This 

b eat was f r ou �� t  with danger ; Kath l een exp e c ted every 

as s i gnment t o  be h er l as t , so it was wi th great r el i ef 

that she a c c ep t ed a N ew Yor k Times o ff e r : " P r eviou s l y  

fr owni n g  on f eatur es , "  r ep o r t ed N ewsweek magazine in 1 94 1 

" t he Ti� s t ar t ed a dail y  food column an d two months ago 

named Kath l e en McLaughl in , one of i t s  crack r epo r t er s , as 



I 7. 

!t�:-;;�_lll <'S f f l t' S t  W Oollilt l  1 S I edi to r L o  cnu n li n; .. \ t e  lli.� W :-; and 
I 
! 24 / f eatures o f  f emin i n e  int e r e s t . "  

I Do r o � A1� Har r i s on , o £  the Ph i l ade lph i a. Led9'�r. 
I I an d l at er th e Ph i I ;HJel ph i;, R�'•cor(l '  a 1 c; o  ·N��n t in h '-''' v i ]  y 
i I I 
! for n ews £ ro 11  t h e  \ .. L'1. d<.:: rwc; r l <i . TiJ < JU 'ji ; � � < :.t. n :, ;tJ t: ' ' '= "' ' ' c  :-:. ; ; -' 
i 
! p ear ed on a s tory , M i s s  H ar r is on was wel l known both by 

th e p o l i c e  and by the gan gs t er s  who p e op l ed her column s .' 

1 Sh e  p er f o rmed invaluab l e  s ervices for bo th s i des , s aving 

I i the "framed" man o n  the o n e  hand an d p r o vidin g author i  t i •  

! wi th a crit i ca l  t ip o n  t h e  o th er . W11 i l e  a f ederal a gent 

once warn ed her c i t y  edit o r  that she sou l d  p robab l y  b e  

ki l l ed ,  Piu s  Lanzet t i , " on e  o f  the mos t notorious gan g -

s t er s  onc e s ent wor d  by t h e  gr ap evine r out e :  ' I£ ever yo1 

25 
meet Mi s s  H ar r i s o�• , t r eat h er l ik e  o n e  o £  the boys . ' "  

Befo r e  her co lumn i s t  days , Doro thy Ki l g<il l en a l s< 

When t h e  f er r y  boat Ob s er vat io� wa s  b l own t o  
smither e ens i n  the Eas t  River with a b o i l er ex ­
p l o s i on on the mo::-ning of S ep t ember 9 ,  1 93 2 , 
Do rothy was count ing up th e long r ow of dead l yi n g  
in a s h ed on th e wharf wh en sh e bQnp ed int o another 
r ep o r t er who p ro ved t o  be h er father . H e  had 



started at one end of the row, she at the other, 
and they met in the middle. The men had been 
tossed into the air, blown on rooftops or into 
the water. Seventy-two were killed; sixty-three 
were injured.26 

Dorothy rated a few column inches herself in 1933 

when a bored jury--listening to testimony in the Jessie 

Costello trial--sent flowers to her hotel room every day to 

show their appreciation for her decorative presence in the 

courtroom. 

Dorothy was just one of a small army of reporters 

who covered Bruno Hauptmann's trial in 1935. Hauptmann, 

accused of kidnapping the Lindbergh baby, was the subject 

of thousands of newspaper stories all over the country. 

Probably no other event brought more newswomen together 

on one story--among them was Ester Hamil_!on, who covered 

the event for the Youngstown {Ohio) Telegram. Ester, 

another reporter-detective credited with solving several 

local crimes, was voted best newspaperwoman of the year by 

the Ohio Newspaperwomen's Association in 1935 for her 

coverage of the trial. 

Another press representative who detailed the 

Hauptmann story was Dixie Tighe. Dixie, working for 

International News Service {I.N.S.), and Evelyn Shuler, of 

the Philadelphia Ledger, were ·the only women who wrote the 
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l ead stories on the trial  fo r th eir respect ive emp loyer s . 

However , Dixie ' s  r eal sp ecialty was of ano ther sort ; h er 

real f lair was in the fo reign corr esp ondenc e fiel d . 

WAR CORRESPONDENTS 

Wni le Dixie cover ed the Cuban Revo lut ion for 

I .  N .  S . , Bet ty Kirk chronic l ed the Mexican front for a 

number o£ u .  s .  pub l icat ions includin g the Chr i s tian 

�� Moni to r ,  Life maga?-ine , and the Washing·ton Po st . 

Mis s  Kirk vis ited Mexico for the fir s t  t ime in 1 93 8  and 

r emained t o  give i t  the t hought:ful " int erp r et ive coverage1 1  

s h e  thou ght it des erved . Her success  may b e  j udged by 

th e  comment of Jo s ephine Daniel s , U .  s .  Ambassador to 

Mexico ( 1 933 -1 941 ) :  

Betty Kirk asked no privi l eges or f avor s  
b ecaus e s h e  was a woman . She was a working 
j ournal is t ,  p roud of her p rofess ion and keen t o  
furnish her p apers not o�ly t h e  important oc ­
curr ences but vvhat p romp t ed the actions of pub­
l ic men an d the influence s  whi ch mo ved the 
p eop l e . Her news s tories had a f lavo r  al l their 
own . H er s tat ements were bas ed U?on her own 
inves t i gat ions and int erviews with tho s e  in a 
pos i tion to know . Soon h er insi ght , s ound judg ­
ment , fairnes s of r epor t ing , and s ens e o f  r e ­
spons ib i l ity fo r wh at she wro te won for h er th e 
confiden ce and est eem of Mexicans and Amer i cans 
alike . She wrote  not only what she s aw and 
h eard but what she thought aft e�r going ·c o the 
bo ttom o f  t hings . No t always did h er p ap er s  p r in t  
what s h e  wro te , b u t  they generally  found l a t er 
that she was s i zing up the s i  tua.t ion exact ly as  

1 77 
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i t  was , an d no t as she o r  h er p a p e r  o r indi ­
viduals wished i t  t o  b e . I t  fo l l o wed natural l y  
that , a s  t im e  went on , s h e  won t h e  r e gard of 
the pub l i c  men to whom she w en t  f o r  the news 
and s i de - l igh t s  on pub l ic po l i c i e s . They 
t rus t ed h er and gave h er s t at emen t s  off t h e  
r ecord a s  we l l  a s  on the r ecor d wh ich informed 
her wr i t in g . 27 

Agn e s  Smedl ey was bus y deluging American p ap e r s  

with h er vi ew o f  th e Or ient , p ar t i c u l ar ly of t h e  upheaval 

, in China , when Ann e O ' Har e McCormic k  f i r st t r avel ed wi th 

· her hu sband to Eur op e  in 1 92 1 . Emb o l den e d  by a f ew of h e  

' p i ec e s  whi ch app ea r ed i n  the New Yor k  Times Maga zine , Ann 

· wr o t e  man ag in g  edi t o r  Car r Van Anda ,  asking if sh e coul d 

s en d  him s ome dispat ch e s  fr om abr oad . 

Mr . Van Anda r ep l i ed :  
qua s i  p er mi s s io n  s h e  s ent 
th� mind of Car r Van Anda 

' Tr y  i t ! ' With t hat 
in many that cap tured 
and sh e was hir e d . 28 

So cap t ivat ed was Times pub l i s he r  Ar thur Sul zb er g  

that h e  off er e d  h er a p o s i t ion o n  t h e  Time� edi t o r i a l  

b o ar d ,  t h e  f i r s t  woman t o  b e  so hono r ed :  

" You ar e t o  b e  th e ' fr e e dom edito r , ' he s ai d .  

" It wi l l  b e  your j ob t o  s t and up an d shou t whenever f r e e -

) 29 dom i s  int er f e r e d  wi th in any p ar t  of t h e  wor l d ! " 

In her edi t o r i al co lumn ent it l e d  " Abroad , " Mr s . 

McCormick s t ro v e  a lways t o  carr y  ou t h er chart er . In · 1 93' 

s h e  won th e Pu l i t z er Pri z e  f o r  cor r espondenc e for h e r  

account o f  Pop e Piu s X I ' s  s trug g l e  t o  e n d  I t al i an 

... . -



! aggr es s ion in Ethiop ia , 

) I n  193 5 she h ad int er vi ewed for the fir s t  t ime the 

I 
i man who was re spons ibl e for that aggr e s s i o-:1 , Mu s so l ini . 
l i I 
I Her r eport : 

Of al l the pub l i c  charact er s I have i n t er ­
viewed ,  Mus so l ini i s  the only one wJro s eems 
int er es t ed not only in what h e  says h ims elf but 
in wh at you have t o ) s ay ;  h e  app ears t o  wei8h .  your suggest ions , s o l ic i t s  your opinion s . 3 

Ann e  f ound El Du ce fr iendly an d mo r e  than wi l l in g  

"Nothing I t o  d i s cus s his p l ans . Tho s e  p l an s  app al l ed her : 

i b et t er o r  mo re s t ab l e can b e  es t ab l i s h ed by mo r e  war , "  she 
! I 
I ! wr o t e  s oon aft er , "bu t in th e l o ng view i t  i s  equ a l l y  cer -

t ain that · ther e  mus t  b e  war - -not a l l the · s an ct ion s of the 

j wor l d  can s t op i t - - unt i l  there is a l ea gu e  not only to 
I 

f b t t t 1 13 1 en o r c e  u o crea e p eace • • •  

Ju s t  a s  s h e  predi c t e d ,  the war cam e . One o:f i t s  
I 

f i r s t  vi ct ims wi thi n t h e  ranks o£ west ern corresp onden t s  

was Leah Burdet t e , o f  PM . Leah was an I t al i an ,  married t o  i an American n ewsman , She wa s thrown ou t of Buchar e s t  in 
I 

1 1 941 for ant i �fasci s t  s ymp at h i e s  and in 1942 met h er death 
I I i 
; at the h ands of b andits in Iran . 

Inez Robb , wr i t i n g £or I . N . s . , was one of the first 

fu�eri can women to co ver Wo rl d War I I  for u. s .  r eader s . 

In�z , who s t art ed a s  a cub r ep o r t er on the Evening ( Bo i s e ,  



rr--·-------! I daho ) Cap i t al N0ws , was a dar e - devi l f rom the very b e -

l � g innin g .  T i r ed o f  coverin g l adi es ' t e a  p art i e s , Inez 

! s napp ed up a j ok i n g  o f f er made by a barn - s tormin g p i l o t : 
I I ! "Wou l d  t h e  l i tt l e  g i r l  l ike to go up ? "  h e  a s ked a s  he 
I : l ounged in the N ews c ity r oom . 
i I I 
I 

I 
. • .  althou gh I was hur t  that h e  cou l d not s ee 

that I was a young l ady , I gr abb ed my coat and h at 
an d was .ou t the doo r  b ef o r e  h e  c ou l d  chan ge h i s  
min d .  

· We dr ove ou t t o  the f a i r  gr ounds i n  a b eat -up 
j al opy , an d I was fu l l  of anxi ety , al l r i ght . I 
was wear i n g  a b r i gh t  s ca r l et c o at , and I was s cared 
s t iff that Mama and Papa and my aunt s  and uncl es , 
al l at the fair that day , wou l d  spot me b efor e I 
cou l d  g e t  into th e a i r  and out of t h e i r  p ro t ect ive 
c lu t ch e s . 

To make a l o n g  s t o r y  shor t , we made it . I was 
s t r app ed into · an o p en - c o c kp i t  p l ane an d we roar ed 
int o the wi l d  b lu e  yonder . Jh e p il o t  was p a i d  to 
thr i l l  the crowd with s tun t s  such as l o ops and 
fal l -l eaf di ves , I think they were cal l ed ,  and 
heaven knows what . 

You know what ?  I thought i t  was wonderfu l !  
That ' s  youth f or you . I wasn ' t  s car ed o r  s i ck o r  
even nervous . . And when i t  w a s  al l o v e r , . I thanked 
the youn g man , s co o t ed back to the N ews an d wr o t e  
a n  acc ount of my advent u r e . The s t ory had a 
dr eamy l ead, even if I do . s ay s o  o v er t h i r t y  years 
1 a t e r - - I  wr o t e  that the only way a l ady cou l d  
s t and on h e r  head with d i gn i t y  an d decorum w a s  i n  
a stun t in g  p l ane . 

We l l , s i r , th e edi tor s l app ed a by - l ine on the 
s t or y  and the r e s t  i s  h i s t o r y  . . .  32 

I n e z  an d Ru th C owan , of A s s o c iated Pr es s , h ad 

p l en t y  o f  oppo r tunity t o  b e  1 1 s cared • . .  and s i ck • • .  and 



I fl 

! n er vou s "  when t h ey accomp an i ed th e f i r s t  Women ' s  Auxil i ary 
i !Army Co rp s group t o  go o ver s eas , r epo r t in g  from the North 

! Af r i can front in 1 943 . 

l ! By Jun e 1 9 44 almo s t  two do z en women had don e  a 
! j t ou r  of dut y  in t h e  war zon e , p erhap s the b e s t  known was 

I . 
! Peggy Hu l l ,  the f ir s t  gal t o  wan g l e a p a s s  f rom the War 
l i j D epartmen t . Thi s  war , Peggy had no t r oub le get t ing edi t o r s  
I i t o  s end h er t o  t h e  act ion zone ; s h e  covered the Pac i fi c  I -: theat er in 1 944 fo r .  the Ameri can Nevvsp a::_J er Al l ian c e  and 
I ' ' 

I 
t h e  Cl eve l and Pl ain Deal er . 

Time -Li fe pho t o gr apher Mar gar et Bourke -W'.n i t e  b ecame 

l t h e ' f i r s t  wo�an corr esponden t  t o  accomp any a bomb ing 

! mis s ion wh en she cover ed the Tun i s i an camp a i gn in J anuary I 

I 

1 943 . 

1 1 Ma g gi e "  h ad de sp er a t e l y  wan t ed t o  accompany a 

bomb in g  mis s ion s in c e  t h e  moment sh e hi t th e war zon e . She 

h ad pho t o gr aphed everythin g  on t h e  ground - - f r om front l in e  

action t o  s ecret i n st al l at io n s  and s h e  w a s  anxious t o  b e  

I • b 1 a J. r  orn e .  I r onic a l l y  the Air For c e  t op br a s s  wa s un -
I ! budgeab l e  in i t s  r efus al unt i l  Ma ggie and fi ve of h er ( 
I 
! cameras went down with a t roop convoy s hip . Ma ggie mirac -

l u l ou s l y  survived the exp er i enc e ,  though her c amer as di d ' 
i . no t ,  an d the fir s t  p er son t o  g r e et her upon r e l ea s e  from 



the ho spital was Gen eral J ames Doo l i tt l e : 

' Maggi e ,  do you s t i l l  want to go on a bombin g  
mi s s io n ? ' 

' Oh ,  you k:n o w  T dr > ,  I r (y l c; p "r l .  I T  h ; uJ q i  v p n  
up a s k in g ,  b ec;, u · ·, c  I d i dn ' t  tt/ - > r r  L L r ,  ru • > l' · �  ; ,  

nuisc:.�.nce o f  my �.; e l. f  a l t t h e  t i nJ < o . ' 

' We l l , you ' ve b een torp edoed .  You migh t as  
we� l go through everything , 1 said General Jimmy . 33 

As in 1 918 , it took a war to broaden s t i l l  furth er 

women ' s  opportunit i e s  in n ews work . Historian Frank 

Luther Mot t  r emarks : 

During ·th e  wart ime manpower shortage , women , 
came to oc cupy many posit ions from which they had 
former ly been exclude d . Cont rovery over the 
value of women on the copy desk , in ad..'llini s tr a ­
t iv e  news j ob s , o r  on foreign , as s i gnment s was com­
mon ; but the gir l s  actua l ly got such j ob s , and in 
many cases they held th em aft er the war was over . 
By January 1 945 , there were 1 3 5  wo:rnen in the Hou s e  
an d Senate pres s gal l eries . Many women made r epu ­
t at ions as war correspondent s .  Dudl ey Ann Harmon , 
who saw s ervice in the UP ' s  Lon don and Par i s  
bur eaus dur in g ·the  war , b ecame h ead of i t s  Geneva 
bur e.au in 1 948 . Hel en Kirko atrick was chief of the 
Par i s  bureau of the Chi cago Dai ly News 1 944-46 . 34 

MarQ_u erite " Mag2i e "  Higgins earned her mast er ' s  

degree in Journal ism from Co lumb ia Univer sity in 1 942 and 

the day after graduat ion was informed by the New Yor k  

'Herald Tribune that her work as " campu s  corresponden t "  had 

earned her a spot on their st aff . 

Mag9i e was o verj oyed excep t  :for one thing·- -she had 

another j ob in mind , she wan t ed to be a war correspondent . 
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What ? The edi tors l au ghed a t  the idea o£ a twenty-two 

year o l d  girl covering the war . They cont inued to r efus e 

h er the a s s i gnment unt i l  sh e had so ab ly pro ved h er s elf 

loca l ly that they could r efu_::;,e no longer . Maggie r ea ched 

Ber l in just  as the war ended and was one of the fir s t  r e-

po rt ers to  reach the concentration camp at Dachau . 

If Maggie mis s ed her chance during Worl d  War I I ,  

h er opportunity came l at er at the other end of the wo rld 

in a t iny country c al l ed Kor ea . Desp i t e  Army r egu l ations 

and General Dou g l as MacAr thur ' s  per sonal p r ej u dice against 

women at  the front , Maggie covered almo 3 t  every c amp aign 

in the Korean confl i ct . 

Soon aft er t h e  ho st i l i ti es h ad begun , Maggie f l ew 

in to Soeu l  with the f ir s t  Amer ican troop s , then p artici-

p a t ed in their has t y  dep ar ture from the area as  the South 

. Kor ean army r etr eat e d  around them .  She r eturned t o  Suwon 

. in an unarmed ammunit ion p l ane : 

Our p i lot was Lieut enant Donald Mar sh . He 
was a vet eran of th e fight ing fo r Guam and knew 
wh at we mi ght run into . As we approached -the  
deep , rocky in l e t s  o£ b:r il l iant b lu e  wat er that 
ar e Pus an Bay , Mar sh warned us , ' In a f ew minu t es 
we reach ho t weat h er . Put on your chut es and 
grab a h elmet . '  And th en , aft er glancing over 
h i s  shou lder in the di r ect ion of the b i g  I S S ­
mi l limeter s hel l s  we were carrying ,  he  added f l at ­
l y , 1 Tho:..1.gh I don ' t know wha·t in Chr i s t  good a 
chut e wil l  do if we do get hit . ' 

'·" - -
·- - -
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I fel t the rush of  fear that was to b ecome 
s o  fami l i ar in the n ext weeks . I t  seemed to turn 
into <\ t r a.; )p ed b,J. l l  of b rccJ.th t hat was p res s ing 
aga.inst my heart . I co u ld s e c  by the fac es of 
t he crew that I was definitely not �or r y in g  alone . 
The r adio operator took h i s  p l ace b en eath the 
gl ass -dome turr et of the C-54 . In a :few moment s  
somebody s aw an unident ified p l ane , b u t  i t  didn ' t  
s ee u s . An d t hat was a l l . 

But the ominou s atmospher e continued even 
aft er we had bumped and scraped t o  a stop on the 
Suwon airfi eld.  We had had to brake har d to 
avo i d  the wrecked , bul l et - sp l at t er ed p l anes at the 
end of the runway . 

As I c l imbed out of the p l ane , :f erventl y  
promis in g  mys elf n ever t o  r i de on another ammuni ­
t ion ship , I was greeted by a dour army colonel . 
He was the n ervous , off ic iou s typ e  that the Army 
s eems to have a t al ent for produc ing .  

' You ' 1 1  have t o  go b ack , young lady , ' the 
colonel said . ' You can ' t  stay h er e .  Th er e  may 
b e  troub l e . ' 

Somewh at wearily , I brou ght out my stock answer 
to this so l icitude . ' I  woul dn ' t  b e  here if ther e  
were n o  troub l e . Troub l e  i s  n ews , and t h e  gather ­
in g of n ews is  my j ob .  1 

The c olonel ' s  too famil i ar attitude was dis ­
couraging . I h ad hoped th at my p erformance under 
:fire in the exit :from S eoul wou l d  have ended 
further arguments that ' th e  front i s  no place £or 
a woman . '  But it was to be many weeks b efor e I 
was acc ep t ed on an equal basis with men . 3 5  

Bu t accep t ed sh e was . Her s tory , written S ep t ember 

1 8 , 1950 , chronicling the U .  S .  Marine l an ding at Inchon 

earne d  h er t h e  1 95 1  Pul i  t iz er Pr i z e  :for int erna·t ional 

r epo rtin g .  
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PUB L I SJ-IERS 

Whi l e  the numb er of women in the special t y  fields 

incr eased , so too did the ran k:s  of the women in ' the high er 

r eaches of the newsp aper busines s .  

In 1930 Mr s .  El eanore "Cis sy'' Medi l l  Patter son 

p est er ed Will iam R .  Hear s t  into giving h er a chance t o  

" edit" h i s  Washingt on He·.rald . She had fir s t  tried t o  buy 

it  from him , but , fail ing that , kep t at him unt i l  he agr eed 

to give her t empor ary cont ro l of the publ icat i on . 

'J-Cis sy" was for ty-six when she ent er ed the 

Washington newsp aper s cen e as editor and t emporary pub lish­

er of_  the Her a ld . She had vir tual l y  no newspap er exp er i ­

ence but she was wel l known , chiefl y  fo r the legendary 

quality whi ch shrou ded her gl amorous past . 

A New England heires s ,  Cis s y  had marr ied a Rus s ian 

nob l eman , Count Jos eph Gi zycka in 1 904 . I t  soon b ecame 

apparent that the Count had married Cis s y  fo r her money 

and the story of mis t r eatment at his hands , as wel l  as the 

coup l e  1 s f i gh t  o ver custody of their daught er - -made the 

so cial c olumns r egul ar l y . Beat ings , kidnappin g , .- f l i ght 

and escap e - -all  thes e , adventurous ingr edient s added a 

romant ic aura t o Ci ssy ' s  already f lamboyant p er sonal i t y . 

She dr e s s ed extravagan t l y - - spending her wealth on c lothes , 

'· . - ,, - -

1 8 5  
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exo t i c  homes and hun t in g  exp e d i t ion s - - and f ear l e s s ly I I 

t ackl e d  the mos t  awe s ome of Washin gton ' s  p er s on a ges . 

On her f i r s t vi s i t  t o  the H er a l d  o ff i c e : 

C i s s y  was w ear in g a b i g  s t raw h at and she 
looked f i er c e . Th e H er a l d  c i t y  r oom had b e en 
warned she m i ght c ome , bu t the s t aff er s were not 
p r epared f o r  the s i gh t of her in the f l e sh , 
g l ow er i n g  at them .  A f ew s t o o d  up and grabbe d  
f o r  their c o at s , b u t  mos t  of them j u s t  s t ar e d . 
' I  supp o s e  you th ink t h i s  i s  j u s t  a s tunt ! '  s h e  
dec l ar ed in a l ow withering vo ic e .  The t yp e ­
wr i t er s  al l s t opped and nobody br eathe d � Then 
she s a i d , ' Wel l even if you do , l et ' s  al l try t o  
put i t  over . ' 3 6  : ' 

Th e sum o f  C i s s y ' s  newsp ap er knowl edge c ame from 

her casual c onver s at ions with br other J o e . J o s eph Medi l l , 

: who s e  New Yor k  Dai l y  News had ach ie ved t h e  l ar gest new s ­

p ap er c ir cu l at io n  i n  t h e  count ry ( 1 . 3  mi l l io n  dai ly ) , 37 

, t r i e d  t o  dis s uade h.i s s i s t er f r om acqu i r i n g  the H eral d .  
' l 
: Ci s s y  r emain ed s t eadf a s t  in h er det ermin a t ion . " If she 

· was going t o  f ly at a l l , i t  was go ing to b e  b y  the s eat of 

' h er p an t s . S h e  di d know a f ew t r icks - - s ome sh e h ad Ji)icked 

· up f rom her f ami l y  an d s ome she had f i gur e d  ou t for her -
1 
� s el f - -and the s e  she meant to exp l o i t  f o r  a l l  th ey were 

'
wor t h , " 38 s ay s  her grandn iece A l i c e  A .  Hoge . 

Thou gh C i s s y ' s  sac r i l egi ous s ur vey of Washington 

\ no t ab l es - - inc lu din g h er l on g - t ime f r i end Al i c e  Roos evel t - -
I ) at tract ed a great deal of at t en t ion , her n ews s en s e was 
! 
' 

' 

L_ __ _ 
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! un fo r tunat e l y  not of th e same cal ib er as her courage : 
! 

Some ob s erver s who have worked c l o s e  t o  
Mr s .  Pat ter s on say that she has a weakn e s s f o r  
a c c ep t ing a s  t ruth the things that a r e  to l d  t o  
h er b y  impo rtan t  o r  s emi - impo r t ant p e r s ons , 
wh ether the r evel at ions are made i n  the gho s t l y  
s i l en c es o f  Dower Hou s e  ( C is sy ' s  Wash in gton home ) 
o r  el s ewh er e . She wil l ,  they s ay , in -:; t an t l y  s u r ­
mi s e  that s h e  h as stumb l ed upon a t r emendous s t o ry , 
and wi l l  o rder al l  t r oops into action wi th a sp ar e­
no - exp ens e  gestur e ,  when a l it t l e  qui e t  p r el iminary 
i nqu iry , invo l vin g no mor e  than two 9 ::  thr ee t el e ­
phone c a l l s , c ou l d  di s cl o s e  that sh e had b een mi s ­
l ed by th e e)...rp a:1.s iven e s s  o f  her in fo rmant , o r  that 
she had, s omehow , go t the wron g i dea . 

However , this def ect , if i t  exi s t s , is sur e ly 
no t o n e  o n  whi ch Mr s . Pat t er son ha s a �o�opo ly . 
Pub l i sh er s , many o f  whom in their h e ar t s  f an cy 
th ems e l ves as g:r eat r ep o r t er s - -jus t a s , in Mr s .  
P at t er son ' s  diagno s is , mo s t  pol it i c i ans ar e dis ­
appo int ed a c to r s - - a r e  car r i e d  away wh en t h ey think 
t h ey h ave s tumb l ed U? On a b i g  sto r y . 39 

Another dr amat i c  p er s o� a l i t y  f e l l h e i r  t o  a pub -
) 

l ishing domain when Fr ederi ck G .  Bonf i l s  died on Feb ruary 

l z , 1 933 ,  l eavin g the f amed Den ver Po st i n  the hands of 
I . 
! h i s  daught er , H e l en Bonf i l s .  I I Hel en h ad l ed an ext r ao r dinar i l y  she l t ered l if e  

! wh i l e  h er father was al i ve .  �� en h e  di ed , she dut iful l y  

I j wat ch ed t h e  p ap e r  c l o s el y  but l ef t  i t s  management in th e 

! h ands o f  Arm.e O ' N e i l l , her father ' s  s ecr etary , an d edi tor 
I 

i ! Wi l l i am C .  Sh epher d .  H e l en h ad o th e r- mo :: e  p r es s in g mat t er s  

j to at t end t o ; f o r  y ear s h er father h ad �ru s t r at ed h er 

: amb i t ion t o  become an actr es s . Now , she thr ew h e r s elf int o. 



J !t 

�-! thi s  p r oj ect , t a�in g l es s ons and a ct i n g  in l i t t l e  theat er 

I ! groups . She p l ay ed b i t  p ar t s  in Denver ' s  Civ i c Theat er in I 
j l 934 and 1 93 5 ,  and in 1 9 3 6  mar r ied ac t o r - di r ec t o r  Geo r g e  

I 
i Somnes , an even t whi ch p r ompt ed h er s o l it ary int erf er en c e  

! with t h e  Po st ' s  edi t o r i al p o l i cy � I n  keep ing w i th h e r  
i 
I I father 1 s l on g - s t andi n g  wi s h  t o  ke ep the fami l y  name abo ve 

I l such common not or i et y , H e l en asked editor Shepherd t o  

l imit. th e Po st ' s  cover a ge o f  h er wedding t o  a s in g l e  

p aragr aph o n  t h e  s oc i ety p ag e . 

About t h i s  same t ime , a r i va l  p ape r , the Ro c ky 

1 Mount ain News , was emp loying a g i r l  r ep o rt er named Mary 

! coy l e  ( l at er Mary Coy l e  Chas e ) , who , in 1944', was awarded 

a Pul i t z er for her p lay "Harvey , "  the s tory o £  Elwo o d  P .  

, Dowd, a dr inking man with a t a l l  whit e r abb i t  a s  a cons t ant I comp anion . 

1 • In 1 93 7  El eano r McC l a t ch;x suc ceeded h er fath er a s  

! p ub l i sher of the Bee n ewsp ap er chain in Cal i f o rn i a ,  and ,  
I 
! in 193 9 ,  Dor othy Schiff ent er e d  the pub l i shin g s c en e  by 
I -
i 
' buying the New York Po s t . The gr anddau ght er of J acob 

Schiff , no t ed b anker and p h i l anthrop is t , Dor o thy h a s  

weathe r ed newspap er mer ger s ' s tr i kes and p lung:Lng ad r ev -

enue , i n t ent upon keep in g  -c h e  P o s t  New Yo-r k ' s o n e  r emainin g 

aft er noon dai l y . Wnen she b e gan in 193 9 , she wor k e d  

c l o s el y  wi th edi t o r  T e d  0 .  Thackery to make the Po s t  the 



�--­

i 

;Jr 

1 kind o f a p ap er sh e t hou ght i t  shou l d  b e . H er cr edo i s  

I t tindependent , l iberal t hought and i deas in t h e  Pr e s s . n40 
i 
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S aturday Evr.:m ing Po s t ,  May 6 , 1 93 9 , p .  1 6 .  
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Ro s s , Sons o-f Adam , p .  243 . 
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CHAPTER IX 

BEYOND EQUALITY: 1960-1972 

As the decade of the Sixties dawned in America, a 

full 37.2 per cent of the country 1 s journalists were women. 

Working around the clock, on every type o:f assignment, and 

in all parts of the world, 38,305 American women were in-

terviewing tomorrow's headliners, attending "important 

events," writing feverishly or calling :frantically to beat 

a deadline, editing copy and laying out pages. Yet, 

despite this impressive abundance of activity, it is al-

most as difficult to identify those who have achieved 

11professional and/or public recogni tion~1 in this era as it 

was in 1696. 

The newswoman of the Sixties--the reporter on the 

beat, the society editor, copy editor or columnist-~is 

perhaps more visible today through sheer weight of numbers. 

She has come a long way, achieving equality of sorts 

( ••• though many doubt that they are paid on a par with 

their male colleagues), yet she is gnawed by the same 

frustration which plagued her nineteenth-century prede-

cessors: Equality with men has never :really been the goal, 
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!If 

j equa;ity o £  opportunity - - that i l lus ive key to p er s onal 
! 1 p o t ent i a l - - i s  the r ea l  .tar get . 

In dar ker moment s ,  unchal l en g<?d by a f ew sue -

i c e s s i  ve days o.f d1�udgery , the newswom<3.n won der s t o  h er s elf 

i£ her s ex is held a gainst h er . Frequ en t l y  she has goo d 

cau s e  t o  su sp ect mispl aced gal l ru>t r y  wh en she s ees a j u i cy 

t ip r ou t ed t o  a man b y  an edi t o r  who £ ears that " a  woman 

cou l dn ' t  handl e i t . "  Yet th e 250 women who s e  names a?p ear 

in t h e  for ego i n g  s ec t i on s  o£ this survey share mor e  than a 

common profes s i on , each o f  th em - - in her own way - - cr eat ed 

h er own opp ortun i t ie s . And s o  i t  is w i th tho s e  ment ioned 

, he r e ,  who s e  car eer s enc omp a s s  every f a c et of th e news 

! wor l d ,  £rom pub l i s hing and ma gazine edi t ing t o  p i oneerin g 
I ' 

: new s tyles of r ep o r t in g  f r om Main S t r eet t o  Vi etnam . 

PUBLISHERS 

Equal ity o .f opp o rt un i t y  s eems almo s t  ab surd wh en 

men t ione� in th e s am e  b reath with su ch names as Kather ine 

Gr aham , En i d  Haup t , o r  Dor o thy Schi££ . ' 
Mr s . Gr aham s t ands at the helm o£ the Washington 

Po s t  Comp any ; thi s au gus t p o s it ion mai<:es her pub l i sh er o £  

the Washing"i:on P o s t  and �e��week mag a z ine , and own er o£ 

numerous t el evi s ion and r adio s t at ion s , not to ment ion a 

wi r e  s er vic e .  

,, --
,_ . .  -
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� Though she assumed t h i s  r e sp ons ib i l i t y  on ly af t er 

I 
: th e  death o f  h er hu sband , fo rmer Po st pub l i sh er Phi l ip 
i ! Graham , Mr s .  Graham handl e s  the po s i tion with p o i s e  and 

i i good j udgnent . Sh e s it s  in on editor ial conferences at the 
I 
I 

Po st and · Newsweek but " r ar el y  or never " int erfer es with h er 

I 
! edi t o r s ' p o l i c i e s .

1 

I I En i d  Hau2t ,  nuturing a n ew gen er ation of r eading 
l . 
1

audi enc e ,  has put h er magazine Seven t e en i n  t h e  b l ack 

, wh i l e many of its c omp et i to r s  have fo l ded . Mary King 

I 
! Patter son , unt i l  h er r et i r ement in 1 9 6 9 , was con s i der ed t he 
i 
! rul in g h and at th e New York Dai l y  News aft e:r her husb and 

I 
, . 

I J o s eph ' s  deat h . H er dau ght er , Al ici a aDd h er hu sb and Har r y  

f · 
! Gu ggenh e im ,  h av e  t aken up wh er e Mr s . Pat t er s on l eft off 
I 
: making News day a smashing su c c es s . 

Do r othy S chiff h a s  kep t th e New Yor k  Pos t  al i ve 

and fai r ly heal t hy , whi l e  Minneapol i s ' S t ar -Tr ibune has 

f l our i s h e d  under th e l eader ship of Joyce A .  Swan . 

Oveta Cul� Hobby i t  p rob ab l y  one of th e f ew women 

pub l i s h er s  who r eal ly unders t an ds the wo rkings of h er news -

p ap er f rom top to bot tom . The owner of the Hous ton Po s t , 

Mr s . Hobby i s  a vet eran o f  s everal smal l er n ewspaper s .  

'·· --

MAGAZINES 

In the 1 9 6 0 ' s  a great b at t l e  was waged in th e 

-.- _ .,.._ 



wo rld . Lon g-time comp et itor s , McCal l ' s  and the Ladies Home 

Journal , b at t l ed it out for circu l at ion , th e i r  as sorted 

r epresentat i ves r esort ing to every conc eivable t rick t o  

wr est n ew sub s crib er ship . Thou gh some s a y  t h e  vi ctory is  

still  undecided , other s h ave conceded the p ri z e  t o  McCal l ' s  

under the abl e  l eader ship of i t s  first l ady editor Shana 

AlexandeJ: . 

Non ethel es s ,  even as  these o c·tagenarian giant s 

fought t o  s ecur e  the r eader ship of the " ave-c age American 

woman and her fami ly , "  o ther f emale journalist s were 

drawin g  new p ictures of what the Amer ican woman looks l ike . 

If no thin g els e ,  th e Sixt ies brought t o  the s lick 

pub l i cat ion field a new awar ene s s  of " sp ecial i zed audi ­

ences . "  Th e "American woman" has been minutely analyze d  

and sub divi ded so that today mo s t  of th e maj or mags are 

competing for some very s e l ect groups of f emal e species - ­

ones they can des cr ib e  and del i ver t o  their adver t is ers . 

Hel en Gur ly Brown ' s  Cosmopo l it an was one of the first to 

iden t ify a potent i al ly profi t ab l e  stratum and to make good 

its  del ivery t o  the advert is er . 

��en Mis s Brown too k  control of Cos mo in 1 965 , she 

s et h er s i gh t s  on the single working gir l , ag(:�d ei gh t een 

t o  thir ty-fou r , an d reshuff l e d  the old 1 1fict ion , f ashion 

. and s ex"  formu l a  o f  mas s  women 1 s magazines  to emphasize  

'· _ ..... 
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the l at t et· . f\ recent ad for the magazine cap su l izes the 

��� r ea.de c ' s  i deal s el£ - image : 

A gi r l  can do almo st any th ing she r eal l y  wants 
to , don ' t  you agJ::· ee? She can ta::1 ins t ead o.f burn , 
l ook s exy but also look l i ke a l ady , ha ve a j ob 
that PAYS b ecause sh e ' s smart , and a t i l l  stay 
fas cinat in g t o  men .  I ' ve don e al l thes e t hings , 
and thank goodness there ' s  one magazin e that seems 
t o  under stand me- -the girl who wan t s  eveJ::-ything 
out o£ l ife . I gues s you could s ay I ' m that 
Cosmopol itan Gir l . 2 

In r eal ity Mis s  Brown and her crew make cap i t al of 

the fact that mo st of their reader s " are no t knockout s • • •  

3 . are  unsure of thems el ves . • •  are s earching £or a man . "  The 

· fantastic success  o£ Mi s s  Brown ' s  book , Sex and the Sing L e  

' Gir i , p ro ved the app eal o f  a 1 1 sophi s t icat ed , o l der s i s t er 1 1 

approach t o  the mo dern girl ' s  prob l ems : Thus , Cosmo has 

been car efu l ly desi gned t o  imi t at e  t his s ty l e  and with 

good r esul t s .  Just three year s aft er Mis s  Brown assumed 

the editorial chair , Cosmo ' s  circul ation increa s ed s ixt een 

p er cent ( to 900 , 000 ) an d it s ad revenue mor e  than doubl ed 

( $3 , 6 00 , 000 ) . 

In  Novemb er 1 97 1 , soon aft er the r el ease of h er 

l at es t  book ent it l ed The Cosmo Gir l ' s  Guide t o  Et iquett e ,  

Mis s Brown r eceived an award £rom the Univer s it y  of 

: south ern Cal iforni a ' s Schooi of J ournal i sm and i t s  Alumni 

A s s oc i at ion "for her contr ibutions to  j ourna l i sm a s  women 

ob viously  wanted i. t • • •  fo r hex succ es s as an editor • •  and 

\ 

--· _..,_ 
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for her ab i l i t y  t o  3ave a magazine which had wh at looked 

l i k e  t erminal i l l n e s s . "
4 

What ' s  the s ecret of Co smo ' s  su cc e s s ?  " It ' s  not 

sexin e s s , "  s ay s  Mi s s  Brown . " Thou gh we a r e  s exy . I t ' s  

not emot iona l i s m , though we a r e  emo t ional . I t ' s  that 

everythin g we do is t aken ap ar t f o r t y - two t imes and put 

back t o geth er a gain . Th er e a r e  7 4 5 man hour s inve s t ed in 

each art i c l e we p r int . "
5 

Mor e  impor t ant ; p erhap s , i s  that each art i cl e  a l s o  

r ef l ect s t h e  e di to r ' s  p o int o f  vi ew ; Cosmo i s  fr equent l y  

des cr ib ed a s  a n  on - go i n g  int erp r e t at ion o £  H e l en Gur l y  

Brown ' s  p h i l o s ophy o £  l if e . Mis s Brown her s el f  i s  candi d 

in her app r a i s al of her own t al en t : " I  have a t iny gift 

o f  making thin gs no t borin g .  

wha t  t o  put in . " 6 

I know what t o  l eave out and 

I . 
! bo r ed , " 

To keep r eaders o f the new Et iquet t e  b oo k  "un-

Mi s s  Br own and c o - edit o r  Gael Gr e en e  ( fo rmer 

repor t er £or the New Yo rk Po s t ) put in such chap t er s  a s  

"How t o  Pay f o r  a Man" and "The Et i qu et t e o£ No t Getting 
i ! Pr egnan t . "  Mi s s  Br own a l s o  made j ourna l i s t i c  h i s t o ry o£ a 

· sort wh en s h e  r an the f ir s t  mal e nude c ent erf o l d  i n  a mas s  

women ' s  magazine i n  Apr i l  1 972 . 

Th e 1 97 0 ' s ,  l ike the 1 870 ' s ,  has sp awned a pro -

l i£ erat ion o£ women ' s  magazines r i din g the c r e s t  o£ s t il l 

·-· --



�- - -! anot � er women ' s mo vement . Once again thes e pub l i cat ions 

I ar e p ro vidin g f er t i l e  ground fo� � new cr op of n ewswomen 

I 
j t o develop the i r  t a l en t s  an d, inc i den ta l l y ,  a forum with 
I ! which t o  c aptur e t h e  nat i onal spot l i ght . 

Th e New Woman , Pro g1� e s s i ve Woman and Everywo:man 

I 

: ar e a f ew of the mo s t  su cces s ful o f  thes e  ma gazin e s  at the 
l I . 

I n at i onal l evel , but th e emer gence of MS . i s  p robab l y  the 

mo s t  c l o s e l y  a s s o c iated with t h e  Women ' s  Lib er at ion Move -

j ment of t h e  1 97 0 ' s . 
! 

MS . pub l i s h er El i z ab et h  For s l in g  Har r i s  des cribed 

i t s  b irth : "Th e mo vement de s erved a chann e l . We put a 

I 7 
t o e  into t h e  pond and f ound i t  t o  b e  deep an d very broad . " · 

Ju s t  how. deep was dramat ical l y  demons t r at ed wh en the f i r s t  

I i s su e  w a s  pub l i s h e d  l at e  in January 1 97 2 : Th e t o t a l  p r e s s  . j  
I run o f  300, 000 c op i e s  was s o l d  ou t th e s ame day it h i t  th e 

news s t ands an d quic k -w i t t ed sp ecu l ator s ,  who b ou ght .MS. .  in I . I 

bunches at $ 1 . 50 e ach t h e  f i r s t  day , wer e s el l i n g  th em 

I acro s s  the nat ion thereaft er at U?wards of $ 1 5 . 00 p er copy . 

I Thi s  s i ght -un s een - succ e s s however , i s  due in l ar g e  I . ! p ar t  t o  t h e  r eputat ion of it s e di t o r  G l o r i a  St ein em .  When 

I I Glor i a  vis i t ed Lo s Ang e l e s  ju s t  prior t o  t h e  MS . debut ,  
I 
! th e  Lo 3 An ge l es Times summar i z e d  her 1 97 1  t r iumph s : 

• . •  spoke at the Harvard Law R evi ew dinn er , 
wrot e  Time ' s  e s s ay on th e Women ' s  Lib e r a t i o n  



Movement, made the covers of Newsday and McCalls, 
hosted the David Frost television show, got a 
standing ovation at the National Press Club in 
Washington and earned rousing accolades from farm­
ers' wives in Kansas on her grassroots trip this 
way. 8 

Gloria, a Smith College graduate who spent two 

years {1956-58) in India studying at the University of 

Delhi and the University of Calcutta, started her career 

smack dab in the middle of the American "Establishment." 

Gloria took a job as an officer of the Independent Research 

Service (a Central Intelligence Agency). 

The Service paid her plane fare to the 
Soviet-sponsored Helsinki Youth Festival where 
she directed three foreign-language newspapers, 
organized a press service for foreign journal­
ists, and combated the Soviet influence. She 
augmented her press activity, veterans of the 
festivak say, by somehow always showing up in 
her most persuasive form whenever it was rumored 
that any Communist delegate was about to defect. 9 

In 1969 Gloria again went "undercover," but this 

time there were no government secrets involved and very 

little cover: Gloria infiltrated New York's Playboy Club 

for Show Magazine, "using the name Marie Ochs, Gloria had 

answered a classified ad, survived two Bunny interviews, 

attended Bunny lectures and read her Bunny Bible, had been 

fitted for false Bunny eyelashes and then spent three weeks 

having her tail tweaked. 1110 
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G Loria fol lowed up " The Bunny Tale"  with "The 

i Beach Book" and wrote  £o r variou s pub l icat ions including 

Esgu i r e ,  Life , Harn er ' s , Vo ou e ,  G l Amoar , New York Times , 

, as a s taff wr iter £or NBC ' s t el evis ion show " That Was The 

Week That Was . "  At the same t ime she was turning out 

s crip t s , she ,was also wri t ing a week l y  column for New York 

Magazine enti t l ed "The City  Pol i t i c . "  

Gloria ' s  New York roommat e ,  paint er Barbara Nes sim,  

r ecal l s : 

It was always work , wor k ,  work .  Gloria 
wrot e and rewrot e .  Wr i t in g  didn ' t  come easy to  
h er . We wer e as  differ ent a s  night and day . 
I was always man -addicted .  I always t al ked 
about g<�t ting  marr ied . Gloria never did .  Oh 
she dat ed a l o t , men were always fal ling in love 
with h er . But I think Glor i a  l oved humanity 
mor e  t han human b eings . She was always more 
int er est ed in wor l d love than human love . 1 1  

The l i s t  o f  men "who were a lways fal ling i n  love 

with her"  include some of the mo s t  influent ial figures in · 

the country . Among tho s e  who op en l y  admit their infatua -

t ion are :  Ted Sorens en , Mike Nichol s ,  Tom Guinzbur g ,  

Herb Sar gen t  and John Kenneth Galbr aith who attribut es her 

r i s e  t o  "brains , comic p ercep t ion and ext r emel y goo d 

12 looks . "  

Esgujr e  wri t er Leonar d Levi t t  opines : "Her ambi -

t ious c l a s smat es at Smit h  mar r i ed men who l ooked l ike th ey 

20 1 



would make it; those girls were bred with a special in-

stinct for success. Gloria married not men but movements 

and is just as ambitious for them." 13 

When Miss Steinem's grandmother died in 1940, the 

Toledo Blade called her "a remarkable Toledo woman who 

14 helped to shape the feminist movement in this country." 

Pauline Steinem, a contemporary of Victoria Woodhull, and 

president of the Ohio Women's Suffrage Association from 

1908 to 1911, would undoubtedly approve her grand-

daughter's preeminence in the movement of the '70s. 

~Angeles Times women's editor Jean Sharley 

Taylor summed up Gloria's appeal in this way: 

Lean, blue-jeaned, gold-ringed, cool, in the 
manner of young women. Feminine, good-humored, 
at ease with men and 37, in league with middle­
year women. Tolerant, human, and understanding 
of the problems of older women. Somebody who can 
be relied on to step up to the line and make 899 
consecutive jump shots on behalf of women. Some­
body who can dump-shot such reputedly chauvinistic 
types as Henry Kissinger. But a woman who doesn't 
wear gym shoes or a number on her back. Instead, 
an intellectual who can speak of things of the 
heart and mind that most women can't articulate. 15 

Miss Steinem is just as eloquent when speaking as 

I h . Is e ~son paper. A male reporter queried "What do you see 

!within 50 years? Is it possible that women will dominate 

lif the present liberation momentum continues?n 
! 

I "I think not," said Gloria. "Change should be 
L _____ _ ---- __________________ j 
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iorganic. By prescriptioning it, we limit our minds. 
I 

,Women don't want to imitate the male role which is neither 

1 compassionate nor flexible.'' But she defiantly defends 
I 

·the movement from the label of a passing fad: "The women 1 s 

16 movement isn't a Hula Hoop; it isn't going to be over." 

ACTIVIST REPORTING 

Miss Steinem's personalized approach to journal-

ism, while reminiscent of Victoria Woodhull and in the 

best tradition of Nellie Bly, is construed by many as an 

· example of another modern-day reporting trend in which 

~ women are playing a large part. 

Dr. J. K. Hvistendahl, associate professor of 

i journalism at Iowa State University, spotlighted this new 

trend in 1970-·-dubbing it the "fourth revolution of 

American journalism." In Dr. Hvistendahl's view, America's 

press has undergone these major changes: 1) the freeing 

of the American press from the threat of control by gov-

ernment, 2) the growth of the objective press, 3) inter-

. pretive reporting "in which the reporter reported the 

facts objectively, but attempted to explain them or inter-

, pret them in a way that would make them meaningful to the 

reader and listener," and 4) acttivist reporting. 
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The j l>Ur n a l i s t ic act iv i s t , s ;\y s Dr . l lvi s t en u.-l.h l : 

• . .  b e l i ev�s he has a r i gh t ( indeed an o� l i ga ­
t ion ) t o  b ecom� p er sonal ly and emo t io�al ly i n ­
va lved i n  t h e  events of t h e  d3.y . I I<:'! b e l ieves h e  
s hou l d  proc l a im his b el ief s  if he w i s h e s , an d that 
it is not only p ermi s s ib l e  bu t .des i r ab l e  fo r him 
to c o v e r  the news .fr om the vi evvp o int of his own 
int e l l ectual c onuni tment . He l oo k s  at t radi t ional 
r epo rtin g as b e ing s t er il e , and h e  c on s i der s r e ­
p o r t er s  who r efu s e  t o  conunit th ems elves t o  a p o int 
of v i ew as b ei n g cyni cal o r  hypo c r i t ic al . T h e  
act i vi s t  b e l ieves that at t emp t i n g  t o  desc r i b e  event s 
of a c omp l ic at ed wo r l d  obj ect i ve l y  s el dom r esu l t s  
i n  t h e  t ruth f o r  anyb o dy - -the s ourc e ,  the r ep o r t er , 
o r  the reader o r  l i s t ener . l7 

In 1 9 6 8  Ch i c ago j ournal i s t s  covering the Demo -

'-.. : 

crat i c  Nat ional Convent ion in that c i t y , feel i n g  "'chat " the 

l o c al p ap er s  h ad supp r es s ed s t o r i e s  abou.t the c i ty ' s  

p o l i c e  f o r c e  in an effo r t  t o  p r o t e c t  Mayo r  Richar d J .  

1 8  
. Dal ey , "  · in t r o duc ed th ei r  own Chi cago Journal i sm Review 

( e ir e . 6 , 000 ) t o  cr i t i c i z e  such t a ct i c s . S in c e  then r e -

·por t �r s  i n  Detro i t , Minneap o l is , New Yo rk ,  S an Fr an c i s co 

and el s ewh er e have threat ened t o  l aunch s imi l a r  r eviews 

of their c i t y ' s  p r e s s . 

In 1 96 9  th e cl ash b etween . ob j e ct ivi t y  an d act i vi sm 

was vividl y  i l lu s t r at ed b y  a £ath er - and-dau gh t er deb at e :  

Sydn ey Gru son , a s s i s t ant t o  the pub l i s her at t h e  New York 

Times s t a t ed : " Mayb e I ' m o l d-fash ioned, b u t  I f eel very 

s t ron gly abou t the pur i ty of news co lumn s . Pur e  o�j e c -

ti vity mi ght no t exi s t , but you have t o  s t r ive f o r  i t  



,
---- 19 j anyway . "  Hi s d.J.u ght er ,  twenty -one year o l d  Ral e i gh , 

I 

I N .  c .  News and Ob s e rver r ep o r t er Ker ry Gruson di s agr eed : 

I l "Obj ect i vi t y  i s  a my·th . Th ere come s a p o int when you h ave 
! 
I 

i t o  t ake a s t and . 
. 20 

Aft er that you try t o  b e  f a � r . "  

I New Yor k  Po s t  r ep o rt er Bryna Taubman and a col -

! l ea gue wer e f i r ed wh en they as ked t hat t h ei r  b y - l in es b e  
I j t aken off two s t o r i e s  they di d no t b el i eve i n . Mis s  

; Taubman h ad b een a s s i gned t o  wr i t e  on Mr s .  Gi l Hodges , 

wife o f  the N ew Yor k  Met s  manager ; she di d the s t o r y  but 

ar gued that "women shou l dn ' t b e  in t h e  news s o l el y  becau s e  . 
2 1 

of t h e i r  mar r i ag e  t o  f amou s  men . "  

Mi s s  Taubman al s o  made a c a s e  for a ct i vi s t  r e -

p o r t in g a s  she p o i n t ed out the diff i cu l t i e s  o f  obj ect i vity 

under some c i r cums t an c es : 

I can ' t  b e  ob j ect ive to day . When I go to a 
�emo ns t r at ion I ' m a s  l ikely t o  get hit o ver the 
h ead a s  t h e  demon s t r at o r . 

Anyone who h a s  b een t o  co l l ege in t h e  l as t  1 0  
year s and co ver s a c i vi l r i ght s demons t r at ion i s 
p er sonal ly invo l ved . The o l der g.�ner a t io n  of r e­
p o r t er s  wer e j u s t  foo l ing thems el ves and t he 
publ i c . I ' m awar e of my p r ejudi c e s , s o  I '  1 1  b ·2nd 
o ver b ackwards t o  make sur e my story i s  f a i r . 22 

S i t t in g  in th e middl e of th i s  contro ver sy i s  the 

t el evis ion j ournal i s t . Can a r eport er s t andi n g  " at t h e  

s cene "  b efor e  a ca!Tler a r emain obj ec·t i v e ?  A growing number 

of t el e v i s ion n ewsvvomen face t h i s  di l emma . 

I 
• i 

-. --



BROADCASTING 

In 1960, with three times as many radio and tele­

vision stations as newspapers in the United States, tele­

vision reporting became an increasingly important field 

in American journalism. 

Women have played a small part in this broad­

casting phenomenon since the beginning. When crackling 

crystal sets first introduced headphones into the American 

home, Nellie Revell--a former C~icago Times and Chronicle 

reporter and circus publicist--filled the air waves with 

news of the entertainment world. Later, as the radio be­

came more sophisticated, Mary Margaret McBride--who once 

hunted crowned heads in Europe for the~~ Mail-­

attracted a sizeable listening audience with her "Martha 

Deane Reports to Women" in the early 1930's. 

Nevertheless, as with the print media, women re­

porters have had to re-demonstrate their newsgathering 

abilities over and over and still the door to broadcast 

journalism is only partially ajar to the "fair sex." 

In 1965 it was considered news when it was an­

nounced that Li~ Trotta and Marya McLaughlin had joined the 

NBC and CBS local outlets in New York City, even though 
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Pauline Frederick was assigned the United Nations beat by 

NBC as early as 1953. 

In 1969 and 1970 a dramatic upsurge in the number 

of women correspondents in network and local stations could 

be noted; though in actual figures they accounted for less 

than two dozen broadcast reporters across the nation these 

women began to enjoy even greater public and professional 

recognition than their sisters in print: Betsy Barnette 

in St. Louis, Gail Christian in Los Angeles, Linda Coble 

in Honolulu, Pia Lindstrom in New York, Gloria Rojas in 

Newark and Aline Saarinen in France. 

Still, for the most part it has been an uphill 

struggle for all of them to achieve greater standing than 

the syrupy 11Weather Girl 11 or "women's news specialist." 

"Some males have an ingrained belief," says 

Michele Clark, of WBBM in Chicago, "that there are certain 

things a woman cannot do or understand." 23 Connie Chung, 

of Washington's WTTG, agrees and adds: "I hate fashion 

stories. Give me a tear-gas, rock-throwing riot any 

time. 1124 

Proving to station news directors that they have 

not made a mistake in hiring a woman has often meant 

double work for the woman, at least at first. Pia 

Lindstrom (Ingrid Bergman's daughter) recalls her first 
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New York broadcast job: 

It was really sink or swim and I really 
worked hard. I stayed late often and I watched 
everybody else. I spent all of my time with 
the film editors in the back, not only watching 
my pieces but everybody else's to see how it 
was done. 25 

Richard Salant, president of CBS News, concedes 

that the woman's role is a difficult one: 

It's our fault--management's--that the net­
works do not employ more women and that they are 
frequently assigned to only certain types of 
stories once they are hired. But women have 
to fight back. They have to make their presence 
felt. They must not let our editors or producers 
segregate them from the general flow of news. 
They must p.];am.or.~ for general assignments. 26 

Lucille Rich, of New York City's WCBS-TV, took Mr. 

Salant's advice; Despite her boss' reluctance to assign 

her, Lucille insisted on covering the story of a motor-

cycle gang which was terrorizing a New York suburb. News 

director Ed Joyce recalls: "I was afraid Lucille might 

get manhandled by those apes but she was adamant. She 

came back--intact--with a topnotch story. Now she gets 

whatever comes up, no questions asked·. u 27 

A few outstanding young women have moved beyond 

the realm of correspondence work in news broadcasting, 

among them: Donna Yarborough, a film-camera operator for 

Dallas' KERA-TV; Christine Huneke, a documentary producer 
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for Time-Life, and gaysa Bonow, producer of WBZ-TV's 

(Boston) public affairs program "For Women Todaya" 

However, some newswomen see their future role in 

broadcast journalism diluted by tokenisme Christine Lund, 

a San Francisco reporter, complains: "Everybody's got a 

woman. It's like having a dogo 1128 

"This allegation is strengthened by the wide-

spread practice of hiring women reporters who also happen 

to be members of racial minorities," says Newsweek 

magazine. 

At the three network :flagship stations in New 
York, for example, seven women broadcast news. 
Five are black, one is Puerto Rican and one (Pia 
Lindstrom) is white. Three of Cleveland's five 
reporters are black and so is one of Detroit's 
two women broadcasters. Not surprisingly, news 
direc·tors insist that they have no quotas either 
for minorities or :females, but many of the women 
themselves disagree. One of Boston's two black 
women reporters claims that her sex and race 
'absolutely' won her a job. 29 

Nanc~ Dickerson, perhaps the best known :female 

broadcaster in America and one of the highest paid (when 

she left NBC to join CBS in 1970, Variety estimated her 

annual income at $80,000), adds her voice to the charge: 

"Every station in America feels it must have one black and 

one white woman. With a black woman they take care of 

30 their tokenism in one fell swoop." 
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l !made i t  

"Hou s e  ch icks " a s i de , even tho s e  �vomen who have 

to the t op ,  l ike Mar l ene Saunder s ,  ABC ' s  t op -

I 
! r anked n ewswoman who achi eved a maj o r  br eakth rou gh wh en she 
/ ! 
i " anch o r e d" th e ABC Weeken d News in the Spr in g  of 1 97 1 , ar e 
I 
I . 
! s t i l l  dub iou s abou t a woman ' s  chanc e s  of makin g it t o  the 
I . 
! Hunt l ey -Brink: l e y - Chronki t e  l evel . " They w i l l always come 
i 
i up with some t h eo r y  about why i t  canno t work , " s ay s  

I 3 1  : Mar l en e , " I ' m  n o t  hol din g m y  br eath . "  

I One such theory was vo iced r ec ent l y  b y Reuven 

I Frank , p re s iden t of l\1J3C News : " I  h av e  the s t r o n g  f e e l in g  

l that audienc es ar 0 l es s  p r ep ar e d  t o  ac cep t  n ew s  f rom a 

32 
woman ' s  vo ice than £rom a man ' s . " 

Meanwh i l e ,  a cho ru s o£ f emal e vo i c es have b een I . I r ep o r t in g on Uni t ed Stat e s ' int er es t s abroa d .  ' 
�0REIGN CORRESPONDENCE 

" I  am p r ob ab ly t h e  wo r l d ' s only workin g g i r l  wit h  

: a  Rus s i an p o l i c eman guarding m y  fron t door and Tas s  

I . 
j t el et yp e s ' n ear my b edro om , " r emini s c ed Al ine Mosby , UP I 

I 
! co r r e spondent t o  Mo s cow since Feb ruary 1 9 , 1 95 9 . 

I 
I 

S ome days i t  i sn ' t  qu i t e  s o  poi �1 ant t o  b e  
an Amer ican wo�nan wo rkin g in Mo s cow . Sone 
da�s it ' s  fr u s t r at in g . The day cus toms co� ­
f i s cat ed our TV f i lm arid my vi sa f'or L en in g cad 
was is s u ed s o  l at e  that I mis s ed t h e  train • • •  

Bu t I r ememb er ma!ly h appy momen t s . Wat ch i n g  



grandmothers bringing white Easter cakes, deco·· 
rated with fat red paper roses, to be blessed by 
priests in the timeless churches. Or being 
spellbound by the dreamlike poetry of the fragile 
ballerina Galina Ulanova dancing Giselle. There 
have been thrilling times, as when Yuri Gagarin 
soared into space as mankind's first cosmonaut. 
And frightening days, such as the afternoon a rock 
whizzed pa3t my head in an anti-American demon­
stration.3 

Covering China from behind the Great Wall in 

February 1972 as part of the elite "Peking 87" were 

Barbara Walters, hostess of NBC's "Today" Show, ~Wells, 

for Storer, and Hel_~ Thomas, representing UPI. 

Miss Thomas, a veteran White House correspondent, 

called President Richard M. Nixon's China trip the most 

exciting story she has ever covered: 

Everything was news, and it was a joy to 
have my editors ask via trans-Pacific satellite: 
'What's Pat wearing?' 'What's the menu?'; and 'What 
does your hotel room look like?' This was the 
first time they ever cared.34 

It was apparently a case of imposed 11 activist 

I don't believe any of the reporters on board 
have ever been as subjective in all of their years 
of newspapering. And it was permissible, with 
editors asking for more and more. Everywhere you 
turned there was a story, starting with a des­
cription of your hotel room ••• While reporters were 
not getting hard news, their personal daily 
diaries were making headlines in our local papers-­
how they felt, what they saw, what they ate were 
all grist for the mill. 35 
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11 It might not have been the week that changed the 
I 

;world," Miss Thomas concluded, 11but I believe it was a 
I 

. . . . ,,36 great leap forward 1n the r1ght d1rect1on. 

Supplying news to Americans abroad has been the 

·job o£ Lillian O'Connell, editor o£ UPI's Ocean Press 

since 1951. Mrs. O'Connell provides the ships o£ the 

United States Lines, Holland-American Lines, Moore-

'McCormack Lines and American Export Lines with UPI filed 

spot news £or newspapers published aboard ship during the 

.voyage. She also supplies sea-going editors with features 

relating to the countries on the vessel's itinerary and 

other items o£ interest to passengers. 

Mrs. O'Connell, a gJ~aduate of the University o£ 

Missouri's School o£ Journalism, relates that a favorite 

story about a well-known newspaper editor crossing the 

'Atlantic. 

Seeing passengers still searching their copies 
o£ the ship's newspaper late in the afternoon for 
something they may have missed in the morning, the 
editor remarked that he wished his newspap,er at 
home was read with such thoroughness and intensity. 37 

11 I 1 ve always suspected this story was dreamed up 

by Ocean Press' advertising-sales sta££, '' admitted Mrs. 

O'Connell. "However aprocryphal it may be, it does have 

38 a basis in truth." 
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Maggie Higgins, who covered the liberation o£ 

Buchenwald and the capture o£ Hitler's Berchtesgaden re-

treat at the end of World War II, became the Herald-

Tribune's Berlin bureau chie£ at age twenty-six. She then 

defied General Douglas MacArthur by covering Korea £rom 

the front lines and was one of the first correspondents to 

report on the "non-war'' in South Vietnam in 1962. Globe-

trotting £or Newsday, Maggie wrote columns supporting the 

regime of Ngo Dinh Diem during the early years o£ u.s. 

involvement in the Asian country. 

Another woman who was there £rom the first was 

Beverly Deepe, a £reelancer who decided ·to make her base o£ 

operations Saigon until another world hot spot developed. 

Beverly quickly developed high-level contacts among the 

Vietnamese which eventually won her an exclusive scoop: 

When Premier Nguyen Khanh tried to reestablish his politi-

cal standing in 1962 by taking a militant anti-American 

stand, he gave the story to Miss Deepe. 

Beverly, who was twenty-six when she began cover-

ing the war, notes: 

The biggest challenge as a woman corres­
pondent is that most o£ the American troops ex­
pect me to be a living symbol of the wives and 
sweethearts they left at home. They expect me 
to be typically ffinerican, despite cold water 
instead of cold cream, fatigues instead o£ £rocks. 
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